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58. On April 15, 1973, from 11:45 to 11:53 p.m., the President had 

a telephone conversation with Henry Petersen. The President told Petersen 

that he had met with Dean. There was also a·discussion of whether the 

President should ask Dean, Haldeman and Ehrlichman to resign. Petersen 

has testified that the President told him that Dean had given the 

President basically the same information which Dean had previously 

given to the prosecutors. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recordi.ng 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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59. On April 16, 1973 from 8:18 to 8:22 a.m. the President had a 

telephone conversation with John Ehrlichman. Ehrlichman has testified 

that the President stated he was going to ask Dean to resign or take a 

leave of absence because Dean apparently continued to have access to 

White Rouse files and because the President and Dean then had basically 

an adversary relationship. From 9:50 to 9:59 a.m. the President met 

with Haldeman and Ehrlichman. There was a discussion of what the Presi

dent would say to Dean and of what statement might be released to the 

press. 

In response to the Committee'• subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of the conversation between the President, Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman, the President has produced an edited transcript of the 

recording. A summary of that transcript has been prepared. · 
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60. On April 16, 1973 the President met with John Dean from 10:00 to 

10:40 a.m. The following is an index to certain of the subjects discussed 

in the course of that meeting: 

President's request that Dean submit a 
letter of resignation or a request for 
a leave of absence, and discussion of 
other resignations. 

March 21, 1973 conversation among the 
Presidertt, Dean and Haldeman, and what 
Dean should say about that conversation. 

Whether the President would waive 
executive privilege. 

How events after the break-in and after 
March 21 would be described. 

What induced Magruder to talk and the 
President's desire to take credit for 
Magruder's cooperation. 

President's statements to Dean that 
Dean should tell the truth. 

Executive clemency. 

President's statement that Dean was 
still his counsel. 

What should be done about legal 
problems of White House aides. 

(1085) 

TRANSCRIPT PAGE 

1, 8, 11, 12, 
51-53 

17-21; 24-27 

22, 28 

22-28; 42-43 

31-34 

34-35; 44 

35-36; 46-48 

38 

38-42; 45-51 



Page 

60.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 16, 1973, 
Exhibit 21, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••.•• 1143 

60.2 Drafts of two letters to the President dated 
April 16, 1973, SSC Exhibit No. 34-49, 
3 SSC 1314-15 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 1146 

60.3 Tape recording of a conversation between the 
President and John Dean, April 16, 1973, 10:00 -
10:40 a.m., and House Judiciary Committee 
transcript thereof..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1148 

(1086) 



61. On April 16, 1973 from 10:50 to 11:04 a.m. the President, H. R. 

Haldeman and John Ehrlichman met. The President reported on his meeting 

with Dean. There was a discussion of a "scenario" of events after the 

President became aware that there were some discrepancies between what 

he had been told by Dean in the report that there was nobody in the 

White House involved. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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62. On April 16, 1973 from 12:00 to 12:31 p.m. the President met 

with H. R. Haldeman. There was a discussion of what Haldeman might 

state publicly about bis involvement in the transfer of cash from the 

White House to CRP. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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63. On April 16, 1973 from 1:39 to 3:25 p.m. the President met with 

Henry Petersen. Ronald Ziegler was also present from 2:25 to 2:52 p.m. 

During this meeting Petersen gave the President a report on the investi

gation and a written memorandum sU11111arizing the prosecutors' evidence as 

of that time implicating Haldeman and Ehrlichman. There was discussion 

of whether the President should ask Haldeman and Ehrlichman to resign. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A sunmary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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64. On April 16, 1973 from 3:27 to 4:04 p.m. the President met with 

John Ehrlichman and Ronald Ziegler. There was a discussion of the infor

mation furnished by Henry Petersen. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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65. On April 16, 1973 from 4:07 to 4:35 p.m. the President met with 

John Dean. The following is an index to certain of the subjects discussed 

during that conversation: 

Presidential statement in regard 
to Watergate. 

Haldeman, Ehrlichman and Dean's 
continued presence on the White 
House staff. 

Magruder's negotiations with the 
U.S. Attorneys. 

President's statement to Dean to 
tell the truth. 

Dean's proposed testimony before 
the grand jury in regard to the 
issue of Haldeman's prior knowledge 
of the DNC break-in. 

Possible discovery of Hunt and Liddy's 
involvement in the Fielding break-in. 

Senate Select Cpnnnittee and the 
failure of "containment" during 
the past nine months. 
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66. On April 16, 1973 from 8:58 to 9:14 p.m. the President spoke 

by telephone with Henry Petersen. Petersen gave the President a report. 

The President said he would not pass the information on because he 

knew the rules of the Grand Jury. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A sU11118ry of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

66.1 House Judiciary Committee staff sunnnary of White 
House edited transcript of a telephone conversation 
between the President and Uenry Petersen, April 16, 
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67. On April 17, 1973 from 9:47 to 9:59 a.m. the President met with 

H. R. Haldeman. The President instructed Haldeman to tell Kallli>ach that 

LaRue was talking freely. There was discussion of the problem raised by 

Dean's efforts to ~et immunity. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of ~he recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

67.1 Bouse Judiciary Committee staff sununary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
between the President and H.R. Haldeman, 
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68. On or about April 17, 1973 John Ehrlichman had telephone conver-

sations with Charles Colson, White House aide Ken Clawson, and former 

CRP campaign director Clark MacGregor. Ehrlichman asked Colson and 

Clawson about their recollections regarding Dean's allegations that 

Ehrlichman had told Dean to destroy documents from Hunt's safe and to 

order Hunt to leave the country. During the course of their conver

sation, Colson and Ehrlichman discussed nailing Dean by seeing that 

he not get inlllunity. Each of these conversations wes tape recorded 

by Ehrlichman. 
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69. On April 17, 1973 at 10:26 a.m. Gray met with Petersen in Gray's 

office. Gray has testified that he admitted to~tersen that he had 

received files from Dean in Ehrlichman's office an~\ told Petersen that 
\ 

he had burned the files without reading them. Petersen told Gray that 

the assistant U.S. attorneys would want him before the grand jury. 

During the afternoon of April 17 Petersen told the President that Gray 

had admitted destroying documents he received from Dean. 
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70. On April 17, 1973 from 12:35 to 2:20 p.m. the President met with 

H. R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman •. Ronald Ziegler joined the meeting 

from 2:10 to 2:17 p.m. There was a discussion about what to do about 

Dean and what Dean might say if he were fired; about the motive for 

making payments to the defendants; about what Strachan would say con

cerning intelligence material received from Magruder; and about whether 

Dean had reported to the President in the summer of 1972. There was 

also discussion of a press plan. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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71. On April 17, 1973 from 2:39 to 2:40 p.m. the President had a 

telephone conversation with J'ohn Ebrlichaan. There was a discussion 

of what the President would say to Petersen about iamnity for top 

White House staff members. 

In response to the Collllittee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A suaaary of that transcript bas 

been prepared. 
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72. On April 17, 1973 from 2:46 to 3:49 p.m. the President met with 

Henry Petersen. There was a discussion about whether Petersen had 

passed grand jury information to Dean and about whether Dean would be 

granted inmnmity. The President read to Petersen a proposed press 

statement and Petersen stated the difficulties which would be posed 

by a statement that the President opposed granting immunity to high 

White House officials. Petersen told the President that Gray had 

admitted receiVing from Ehrlichman and Dean documents unrelated to 

Watergate taken from Hunt's safe. Petersen said that Gray said he had 

burned these documents without reading them. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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73. On April 17, 1973 froa 3:50 to 4:35 p.m. the President met with 

H. R. Haldeman, Ronald Ziegler and .Jolm Ehrllchman. The President 

described his conversation with Petersen. There was a discussion of 

whether Haldeman and Ebrliclaan should take leaves of absence. The 

President went over the text of the statement he was about to give. 

In response to the Coad.ttee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President haa produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A sUllll&ry of that transcript bas 

been prepared. 
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74. On April 17, 1973 from 4:42 to 4:45 p.m. the President issued a 

public statement containing two announcements. The President first 

announced that White House personnel would appear before the Senate 

Select Committee, but would reserve the right to assert executive 

privilege during the course· of questioning. He then reported that: on 

March 21 he had begun intensive new inquiries into the whole Watergate 

matter and that there had been major developments in the case. The 

President stated he had expressed to the appropriate authorities his 

view that there should be no immunity from prosecution for present 

or former high Administration officials. The President said that 

those still in government would be sus~ended if indicted and discharged 

if convicted. 
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75. On April 17, 1973 the President met in his EOB office with 

William Rogers from 5:20 to 6:19 p.m. and with H. R. Haldeman and John 

Ehrlichman from 5:50 to 7:14 p.m. The President briefed Rogers on his 

investigation and his discussion with Petersen. There was a discussion of 

whether Haldeman, Ehrlichman and Dean should resign and of Dean's testimony 

. against Haldeman and Ehrlichman. Haldeman and Ehrlichman reported on 

their conversation with John Wilson, a defense attorney in criminal cases 

who had been recommended by Rogers. There was a discussion of what 

Dean had told Kalmbach about the purpose of the moner'he was asked to 

raise. 

In response to the Conmdttee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of the President's conversations of April 17, 1973 

from 5:50 to 7:14 p.m., the President has produced an edited transcript 

of the recording of his conversations from 5:20 to 7:14 p.m. A summary 

of that transcript has been prepared. 
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76. In April 1973 former and present White House aides and CRP 

officials were interviewed by the prosecutors or called before the 

Watergate Grand Jury. These included E. Howard Hunt, Gordon Liddy, 

Jeb Magruder, Gordon Strachan, Richard Moore, Dwight Chapin, Herbert 

Kalmbach, James McCord, Fred LaRue, Herbert Porter, John Mitchell, 

Charles Colson and John Dean. 

76.1 Transcript of a telephone conversation between 
John Ehrlichman and Herbert Kalmbach, April 19, 
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77. On April 18, 1973 the President had telephone conversations 

with Henry Petersen from 2:50 to 2:56 p.m. and from 6:28 to 6:37 p.m. 

Petersen has testified that the President told h~ that Dean said he 
~ 

had been granted immunity and the President had it oh tape, and that 

Petersen denied that Dean had been granted immunity. Petersen told 

the President that the prosecutors had received evidence that Gordon 

Liddy and E. Howard Hunt had burglarized the office of Dr. Fielding, 

Daniel Ellsberg's psychiatrist. The President told Petersen that he 

knew of that event; it was a national security matter; Petersen's 

mandate was Watergate; and Petersen should stay out of the Fielding 

break-in. The President told Petersen that the prosecutora0'should 

not question Hunt about national security matters. After this tele

phone call, Petersen relayed this directive to Silbert. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of the telephone conversations between the Presi

dent and Petersen from 2:50 to 2:56 p.m. and from 6:28 to 6:37 p.m., 

the President has produced an edited transcript of the conversation 

from 2:50 to 2:56 p.m., during which the President and Petersen dis-
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cussed immunity for Dean and Magruder. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. The President has informed the Committee that the 

telephone call from 6:28 to 6:37 p.m. was placed from Camp David and 

was not recorded. 
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78. On April 19, 1973 John Dean issued a public statement declaring 

in part that he would not become a scapegoat in the Watergate case. He 

added that anyone who believed .that did not know the true facts nor 

understand our system of justice. Following Dean's statement, Stephen 

Bull of the President's White House staff checked with the Secret Service 

agent in charge of the White House taping system to determine if Dean 

knew about the existence of the taping system. The agent replied that 

as far as the Secret Service knew Dean had no such knowledge. 
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79. On April 19, 1973 the President met with Richard Moore. They 

discussed the President's public statement of April 17 and the fact that 

on March 20, 1973 Dean and Moore discussed Dean's telling the President 

about the Watergate matter. Moore has testified that the President 

said that he had told Dean that to raise money for the Watergate 

defendants was not only wrong but stupid. Moore told the Preside n t 

that Dean had shown him a list of individuals who might be indicted, and 

that Dean had said that Ehrlichman's problem might be involved with the 

Ellsberg case. The President responded that the White House investigation 

of Ellsberg had to be done because J. Edgar Hoover could not be co,unted 

on as he was a close friend of Ellsberg's father-in-law. 
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80. On April 19, 1973 from 8:26 to 9:32 p.m. the President met with 

John Wilson and Frank Strickler, attorneys for H. R. Haldeman and John 

Ehrlichman. There was a discussion of the case against Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman. 

The Connnittee has requested the tape recording and other 

evidence of this conversation. The President has provided an edited 

transcript of that recording. A swnmary of that transcript has been 

prepared. 
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81. Between April 19 and April 26, 1973 the President had eleven 

conversations with Henry Petersen. Petersen has testified that during 

these conversations the President asked Petersen for a detailed written 

report on the Watergate matter; discussed the advisability of retaining 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman at the White House; and discussed the progress 

of the Grand Jury investigation. Petersen has testified that some t ime 

in the course of the April discussions the President made_ a fla.ttering 

reference to Petersen as an adviser to the President and said he would 

have to serve as "White House counsel." The President also asked 

Petersen whether he would like to be FBI director, but stated he was 

not offering him the job. 

81.1 Meetings and conversations between the 
President and Henry Petersen, April 
19-26, 1973 (received from White 
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82. On April 20, 1973 Herbert Kalmbach was scheduled to testify 

before the Watergate Grand Jury. On the afternoon prior to his 

scheduled appearance, John Ehrlichman and Kalmbach had a telephone 

conversation, which was taped by Ehrlichman without Kalmbach's know

ledge, during which they discussed Kalmbach's payment of funds to 

the Watergate defendants. 

82.1 Transcript of a telephone conversa
tion between John Ehrlichman and 
Herbert Kalmbach at 4:50 p.m., 
April 19, 1973, SSC Exhibit No. 77, 
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83. On April 22, 1973, Easter Sunday, the President telephoned 

John Dean from Key Biscayne, Florida. Dean has testified that the 

President called to wish him a happy holiday. 
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84. On April 25 and 26, 1973 Presidential aide Stephen Bull delivered 

a number of tape recordings of Presidential conversations to H. R. 

Haldeman. At the President's request Haldeman listened to the tape 

recording of the President's March 21, 1973 morning meeting with John 

Dean, made notes and reported to the President. 

84.1 Meetings and conversations between the 
President and H. R. Haldeman, April 25-26, 
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85. On April 26, 1973 Senator Lowell Weicker, a member of the Senate 

Select Committee, released to the press information that Patrick Gray 

had burned politically sensitive files which had been given to him·by 

John Dean from Howard Hunt's White House safe. Petersen has testified 

that on this date the President telephoned him to ask if Gray ought to 

resign as Acting FBI Director and that Petersen told the President that 

he thought Gray's position was untenable. At the President's instruc

tion, Petersen, Gray and Kleindienst met that evening and discussed 

Gray's possible resignation. Kleindienst telephoned the President and 

reconnnended that Gray step down, but added that Gray did not see it 

that way. The President told Kleindienst that he would not require 

Gray to resign innnediately. Gray has testified that Kleindienst also 

stated after speaking to the President there must be no implication 

that in burning these files there was any attempt of a coverup at the 

White House. 
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86. On April 26, 1973 Jeb Magruder resigned hi,& post as Director 

of Policy Development for the Department of Commerce. 
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87. On the afternoon of April 27, 1973 Patrick Gray notified 

Lawrence Higby that he was resigning as Acting Director of the FBI. 

From 4:31 to 4:35 p.m. on April 27, the President had a telephone conver

sation with Petersen during which the President asked if Petersen had 

any information that would reflect on the President. Petersen said no. 

At the President's request, Petersen met with the President from 5:37 

to 5:43 p.m. and from 6:04 to 6:48 p.m. The President again asked if 

there was adverse information about the President. Petersen said he was 

sure that the prosecutors did not have that type of information. 

The Committee has requested the tape recordings and other 

evidence of various Presidential conversations on the afternoon and 

evening of April 27, 1973. The President has produced edited transcripts 

of the conversations between the President and Petersen from 5:37 to 5:43 

p.m. and among the President, Petersen and Ronald Ziegler from 6:04 

to 6:48 p.m. Sununaries of the transcripts have been prepared. 
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87.5 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
between the President and Henry Petersen 
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88. On or about April 28, 1973 H.R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman 

determined that they should resign from their positions on the White 

House staff. Haldeman and Ehrlichman have testified that the President 

did not request their resignations. 
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89. On April 29, 1973 the President met with Attorney General 

Richard Kleindienst at Camp David. They discussed Kleindienst's 

resignation as Attorney General. The President asked Kleindienst 

if he could announce Kleindienst's resignation in his statement the 

next day and Kleindienst consented. Also on that date the President 

met with Elliot Richardson at Camp David and informed him of his 

intention to nominate Richardson to be Attorney General. The President 

told Richardson that he would commit to Richardson's determination 

whether a special prosecutor was needed. 
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90. On April 30, 1973 the President made a nationwide televised 

address on the Watergate matter. He announced the resignations of H. R. 

Haldeman, John Ehrlichman, Richard Kleindienst and John Dean and the 

appointment of Elliot Richardson as Attorney General of the United 

States. 
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58. On April 15, 1973, from 11:45 to 11:53 p.m., the President had 

a telephone conversation with Henry Petersen. The President told Petersen 

that he had met with Dean. There was also a'discussion of whether the 

President should ask Dean, Haldeman and Ehrlichman to resign. Petersen 

has testified that the President told him that Dean had given the 

President basically th.! same information which Dean had previously 

given to the prosecutors. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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58, 1 . HENRY PETERSEN TESTIMONY, AUGUST 7, 1973, 9 SSC 3648 

3648 

Senator GURNEY. Did you know at any time, Mr~ Petersen+that Hal
deman and Dean were trying to get the CIA to stop the in wstigation 
of the FBI as far as the Mexican money was concerned? 

Mr. PETERSEN. Only to the extent of Pat Gray's com-ersation with 
me on or around July 5. 

Senator GURNEY. \Vha.t did he tell you at that time? 
Mr. PETERsE"N. He didn't tell me he had been contacted bv the White 

House. He told me he had been in contact with CIA and that there was 
some, it was a very ~arded conversation type of thing, well, need to 
know situation, and I simply, well, that may be, but don't accept that 
unless you accept it in writing, but I had no more information than 
that on that. 

Senator GUIL'ITEY. You didn't know anything about the ,Vhite House 
involvement 1 

Mr. PE-rERSEN. No. 
Sena.tor GURNEY.Just CIA~ 
:Mr~ PETERSEN. That is right. 
Senator GURNEY. At any time during this whole sad affair. either 

last year or this year, until the events that transpired around April did 
anybody try to pressure you to stop or slow down or soft-pedal this 
investigation that you were in charge off 

:Mr. PETERSEN. No, sir, the only thing that could possiblv east in 
that category would be the call from Ehrlichman with ~peet'to-Stans' 
subpena and, you know, frankly, that didn't botherme too much. As I 
told Kleindienst, he just made a mistake. But no one else. There was 
some pressure to get the indictment out, get the indictment. they 
wanted it out by September 1. We couldn't do that. I franklv promised 
them September,:!, we couldn't do it until September 15. That didn't 
impair the investigation. We were ready to go to trial in November. 
but Judge Sirica bad a bad back and continued the thing on his own 
motion. . 

Senator GURNEY. Let me inquire about. the contacts yon had with 
the President of the United States. The log here shows a great many' 
phone calls as well as some meetings. Of course, you have eo,·ered some 
of them. 

Mr. PETERSEN. Someofthem,yes,sir. · 
Senator GURNEY. What about those four phone ea.Us which the Pres

dent initiated to you after :vour afternoon meeting with him on 
April 5. What were those about? . 

Mr. PETERSEN. The first was should I meet with .Tohn Dean. Yes. 
The second was a meeting has been set up. The third was if Liddv is 
not talking because of any sense of misguided loyalty to me, you had 

L better disabuse him and I am issuing orders to you to that effect. The 
fourth one, I have had a meeting with Dean, he has ~ven me basically 
what he has fold you and I think it has •been helpful. . 

Senator GURNEY. Without. going over all of these, because I know 
you have covered some of them, but. I can't identifv what vou have 
and what you haven't. Generallv, what was the President calling vou 
about during this period of time? . · 

lfr. PETERSF.N. Statns reports. immnnitv. the EUsbe~ thin~. 
Strachan's testimonv. ,ve had Strachan like this and lfn!!rnder on one 
side and Strachan on the other and we finally decided to put them both 

NOTE: THE AFTERNOON MEETING BETWEEN THE PRESIDEJV"T AND HENRY 
PETERSEN REFERRED TO BY SENATOR GURNEY IN THE BRACKETED 
PORTION OF PAGE 3648 ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE ON APRIL 15., 1973. 
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ACTIVITY 

The President talked with Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Alexander :-L Haig, Jr. 

The President talked with television writer and producer 
Paul W. Keyes. 

The President telephoned his Press Secretary, Ronald L, 
Ziegler. The call was not completed. 

The President talked with his Assistant, Henry A. Kissinger. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst. The President's Special Assistant, Step~en 
Bull, took the call. 

The President had breakfast. 

B. 

The President was telephoned by Mr. Kissinger. Mr. Bull took 
the '-call. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President talked with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President and the First Lady had coffee with: 
Rev. Edi-:ard V. Hill, pas tor of the Mount Zion 

Missionary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California 
Mrs. Edward V. Hill 

The Presidential party went to the East Room. 

The President and the First Lady hosted a worship seJ."vice 
conducted by Rev. Hr. llilL The Rochester H:ile Chon:s o!: 
Rochester, Hinncsot~ also participated in the servi.::e. For 
a list of guests, sec APPD,DIX "A." 

/ 
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ACTIVITY 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied by Rev. Hr. and 
Mrs. Hill, went to the State Dining Room. Er.route, they 
participated in a photo opportunity at the foot of the 
Grand Staircase. 

White Hou:'e photographer, in/out 

The President and the First Lady received their guests. 
Members of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady participated in a photo 
opportunity with the Rochester Nale Chorus • 

. White House photographer, in/out 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President met with Hr. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Kleindienst. 
The call was not completed. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President telephoned Hr. Rebozo. The call was not 
completed. 

The President met with: 
Attorney General Kleindienst 
Henry E. Petersen, Assistant Attorney General 

The President telephoned Hr. Ehrlichman. The call was not 
completed. 

The President went to West E.,ccutive Avenue. 

The President and ,fr. Rebozo motored fro'-1 the EOB to Pier One• 
of the Washington Navy L1i:d. Enro,1te, the Presi<:c'nt 
greeted mer.•bei:s 0£ the crowd asser;:bled at the north exi.t 
of liest Executive Avenue. 

Tre Pn•sident 2nd Hr. Re bozo bo:irde.! the ~-- -, 
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? _t J ;, ,.~f,\ 
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ahY IIEGAN 

TliE W1IITE HOUSE 
\h\S!!HiC:TON, D. C. 

TIME 
Pf !ONE 

P~c,P!Jced 
R -_ _., Rc:,eivc<l 

----,·----1------
In Out !.o I.D 

5:37 7:24 

7:24 

7:34 7:42 

7:43 

7:50 9:15 

8:14 8:18 p 

8:25 8:26 · p 

9:17. 1" .1 '} V e.J..L 

9:39 9:41 p 

10:16 11:15 

11:21 

PRESIDENT RiCH/\IW IHXON'S DAILY DIARY 

DATE (Mo .• D,y, Yr.) \".. ., 

AfRIL 15, 1973 ·_.~>/ 
TIME . l>.\Y . . . v-'--
5 :32 p.m. SU?iDAY 

ACTIVITY 

The l're,,ident and Hr. Rebozo were greeted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Captain of the Sequoia. 

The President went boating on the Sequoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. Rebozo 
Lt. Col, William L. Golden, Mili"tary Aide 
Haj. Gen. Walter R. Tkach, Personal Physician 
Manolo Sanchez, valet 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President and Mr. Rebozo motored from the Washington Navy 
Yard to West Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
Mr, Haldeman 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen • 
. 

The President talked with Hr. Peters~n. 

The President met with his Counsel. John W. De.ln III. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen, 
/ 

The President met with: 
Hr. Haldeman 
Mr •. Ehr lichman 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

l~:45 11:53 
/ 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. p 
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APPENDIX 29 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 15, 1973, 11:45 p.m. to 11:53 p.m. 

On April 15, 1973 the President spoke with Assistant Attorney General 

Henry Petersen by telephone between 11:45 and 11:53 p.m. The President told 

Petersen that he had asked Dean when he wanted to resign, and Dean said he 

preferred to wait until he had testified. The President said, "But, what do 

you want me to do? I don't want to interfere with your process?" Petersen 

said that he didn't think they ought to, not yet, because he [Dean] was the 

first one to "really come in." The President replied that, "The main thing 

Henry we must not have any question, now, on this, you know I am in charge 

of this thing. You are and I am. Above everything else and I am following it 

every inch of the way and I don't want any question, that's of the fact that 

I am a way ahead of the game. You know, I want to stay one step ahead of the 

curve." Petersen reiterated that they should "hold the line." The President 

said that when Petersen let him know he would call Dean "in and naturally he 

will have to resign." (pp. 1-2) 

The President asked Petersen about Haldeman and Ehrlichman. 

Petersen said he thought they would ultimately have to resign, but that he 

would like to wait until they testified. Petersen said they wanted to 

fashion all the things into a pattern. The President asked Petersen 

how soon he thought that would be done. Petersen told the President it 
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would take two weeks or more. The President asked Petersen to give him 

"a little sheet of paper on both [Haldeman and Ehrlichman] as to what 

you feel their vulnerabilities are so that I -- could you do that?" 

Petersen said he would try. (p. 4) The President said that Haldeman, 

Ehrlichman and Dean would resign at "a moment's notice because they put the 

office first. But the only thing I am concerned about is in the prosecu

tion of a case like this, it may be that if you have them move it may have 

an effect on some of the others you are trying to get to testify." Petersen 

said, "That is certainly true with Dean." (pp. 3...:5) 

Petersen asked for more time to think about Ehrlichman and Haldeman 

and "weave all of the facts with respect to them into a pattern." He said 

it was "not going to come out neat and clean" with respect to either of 

them. The President said that the case appeared to him to be basically an 

obstruction of justice case, with the possibility of knowledge by Haldeman. 

Petersen said it was easy for him to see how they "fell into" the obstruction 

of justice thing. The President replied, "Yeah. Uh, huh. Rather than being 

directly conspirators?" Petersen said, "That's right. That's right~" The 

President said he supposed there was a difference in that respect. and Petersen 

said at least "in moral culpability." They discussed the possibility of "ulti

mate embarrassment" necessitating the need for Haldeman's and Ehrlichman's 

resignations, while they might not be subject to legal liability. The President 

said he would wait until he heard from Petersen before moving on Dean. Petersen 

said it was not going to be in the next few days because they had Strachan, 

LaRue and O'Brien. The President asked Petersen about Magruder, and Petersen 

said they were negotiating with Magruder's attorneys, The President said 

-2-
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that Petersen's idea of getting Magruder to plead guilty and "beating the 

damn press and the Ervin Committee to it is a very good one." Petersen 

said tht negotiations were under way but that Magruder's counsel were 

afraid Sirica would clap him in jail immediately. The President said 

that "Sirica's got to see the point of this. My goodness because the point 

is Sirica's got to realize he is getting bigger fish." To which Petersen 

replied, "That's right." (pp. 5-8) 
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59. On April 16, 1973 from 8:18 to 8:22 a.m. the President had a 

telephone conversation with John Ehrlichman. Ehrlicbman has testified 

that the President stated be was going to ask Dean to resign or take a 

leave of absence because Dean apparently continued to have access to 

White Bouse files and because the President and Dean then had basically 

an adversary relationship. From 9:50 to 9:59 a.m. the President met 

with Haldeman and Ehrlichman. There was a discussion of what the Presi

dent would say to Dean and of what statement might be released to the 

press. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recor•ing 

and other evidence of the conversation between the President, Haldeman 

and Ehrlicbman, the President has produced an edited transcript of the 

recording. A summary of that transcript has been prepared. 

Page 

59.1 John Ehrlichman testimony, 7 SSC 2807-08 ••••••••••••• 1132 

59.2 President Nixon daily diary, April 16, 1973, 
Exhibit 21, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••••• 1134 

59.3 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
among the President, R.R. Haldeman and John 
Ehrlichman, April 16~ 1973, 9:50 - 9:59 a.m •••••••••• 1137 
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Senator ERVIN. And I have legal misgivings as well. Notwithstand
ing the fact my experience has been, in the long years of practicing 
law, that I· can find a Federal decision in one of the circuits that will 
sustain any point on any side of the question. 

Senator BAKER. It has been my experience practicing lawtoo, when 
the Supreme Court denies certiorari lam out of business. 

Senator ERVIN. Yes; and so is the Supreme Court. 
Senator BAKER. That is up to them to decide. I have argued long and 

hard with them and sometimes I won and sometimes I lost, and I like 
it better winning but that is not always the way it goes. 

Senator ERVIN. Senator Gurney. 
Senator GURNEY. )Ir. Ehrlichman , on April 14 you gave your report 

to the President on "\Vatergate. On April 30 you resigned from the 
White House staff. N o,Y, in the 2 weeks in between you had several 
meetings with the President of the United States. I presume some of 
these were on Watergate and conversations that led up to your resig
nation; 

Will you tell the committee what you said to the President and · 
what the President said to you at the:m meetings~ 

Mr. EHRLICH:\IAN. Senator, notwithstanding "\Vatergate, the business 
at the ·white House went on during those 2 ,veeks and quite a few of 
these meetings were with regard to the business at hand, and I will-

Senator GURNEY. I am not interested in that, only "\Vatergate matters. 
Mr. EHRLICH:\IAN. Right. Quite a bit of the conversation during this 

period of time had to do with John Dean's status in the "\Vhite House. 
Henry Petersen became the Presidenfs confidant and right.hand man 
on Watergate, following April 15. The President decided that he 
would work with )fr. Pet~rsen personally. He did. He had a number 
of meetings with l\Ir. Petersen who gave him a good deal of addi
tional information which I did not have and to which I am not privy. 

One of the first things that Mr. Petersen apparently asked the 
President to do was fire )Ir. Haldeman and me. 

Senator GURNEY. "\Vhen was that, do you know~ 
Mr. EHRLICH:lrAN. Well, it must have been very early in the game, 

shortly-on or shortly after the 15th. 
The President pressed him for the basis of this request. Mr. Petersen 

acknowledged that there probably was no legal liability but that he 
felt that as a matter of appearances that this is the step that the Presi
dent should take. 

At the same time l\fr. Petersen was urging the President not to fire 
Mr. Dean until such time as the prosecutors had had an opportunity 
to perfect their negotiations and their interrogation of ~fr. Dean. And 
so there was a lot of conversation between us over this period of time 
both as to what our status should be in the ·white House and what Mr. 

r1
an's status should be. 
On Monday, the 16th, I believe it was, the President telephoned me 
d said that . he was going to see ~fr. Dean that morning. He had 

ecided that l\f r. Pe. tersen's desires t-0 the contrary not with st. anding, 
was going t-0 re<]uest that Dean either take a leave or resign. 

He asked that letters be prepared that would be appropriate to both 
of these alternatives and he more or less dictated what should be in 
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those letters. I say more or less. He literally did dictate what he wanted 
in them. I had my secretary type them b3;sically from the notes that I 
took from that conversation of the President and I understand that 
later on he did present them to Mr. Dean and Mr. Dean refused to sign 
either one. So he reported that to me later on in the day. 

There were those kind of-those kind of questions that were going 
on in discussion. At a point in time he asked Mr. Petersen---

Senator GuRNEY. Stop right there. Did the President tell you why 
he wanted to fire Mr. Dean or have him resign~ 

Mr. EHRLICIIMAN. 1Vell, he felt that since Mr. Dean was continuing 

U 
come to the~ome to the White House and apparently had access to 

· his files and to other files presumably, in the central files of the White 
House, that it was-they had then basically an adversary relationship 

nd that it was an unhealthy situation, there ought to be a clean 
termination. -

This obviously did not take place. Mr. Petersen, I gather from talk
ing with the President, Mr. Petersen strongly urged the President 
following that, to make no move where-Mr. Dean was.concerned and 
the President acquiesced in that. 

)Ve became-that is, Mr. Haldeman and I-became the targets of 
newspaper and other media attention about the 22d, about Easter, and 
from then on through the 30th, very vigorous newspaper attack, is the 
only thing I can say. The Los Angeles Times printed a totally dis
honest and false story about mv intervention in some Middle East ac
tivity. We were continuallv finding-I ,vas continually finding myself 
laying aside the work of .,the day to prepare press statements or to 
research documents, things of this kind. 

What I am leading to, Senator, is--
Senator GURNEY, Just a moment. At that point I think we should 

strike from the record-Mr. Chairman, I think we should strike from 
the record mention of this V eseo case. 

Senator ERVIN. Yes. 
Senator GURNEY. We are trying to keep this-
Senator ERVIN-Yes; i_t can be stricken from the record. 
Mr. HUNDLEY. Mr. Chairman, I just want to state for the record, you 

know, the witness is being responsive and he has mentioned this case 
twice this morning. It just does not suffice for Mr. Mitchell's purposes 
every time it happens to strike it from the record. 

Senator ERVIN. Well, we are glad to have the interjection about the 
Vesco matter stricken but I believe that is as far as we can go at this 
time. 

l\fr. EHRLICHMAN. In any event--
Senator ER.VIN. And I will ask the witness to-
Mr;·EHRLICHMAN. I am sorry. That---
Senator ERVIN [continuing]. Any refrain from further refer-

ence--- --- -· --., 
.Mr. EHRLICHM,.\N. I had a personal interest in that one. I am afraid, 

Mro Chairman, and this was the instance, however, that directly led t-0 
my realization that I simply could not do my job there and continue 
with the denials and harassment and all that that was going on. 

We °?egan discussing very seriously with the President the need for
and this was separate-I began discussing and I understand )Ir. Halde-
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I

. The Pre side nt t al ke d wit h his Assis t ant, ii. R. liald er:ian. 

The Pr es id ent talk ed with his Ass ist ant, John D. Ehrlich man. 

The Pre s ident talked with his Spe c i a l Assistant, Stephen B. 
Bull. 

The President telep honed Staff Assistant Thomas Hart. The 
call was not complete<l. 

The President went to the first floor privute dining room, 

The President held a breakfast mee't:ing with Speaker of the 
House Carl B. Albert (D-Oklahoma). 

Tne President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with: 
-~ !r . -Eh r'i i ch man 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Hr. Ehrlichman 

The President, accompanied by Secretary of Labor Peter J. 
Brennan, went to the South Grounds of the White House. 

The President and Secr e tary Brennan motored from .the South 
Ground s of the White House to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The Pr e s i dent was greeted by Robert A . . Georgine, Secretary
Tr easurer of the Building and Cons truction Trades Department 
of the AFL-CIO. 

The Pr es i dent went t o the Cabin e t Room in the Washington 
Hilton . He waes accompanied by: 

Sec r e tar y Brennan 
Mr. Geor gine 

The Pr es i.dc nt gr ,:-etP<l gen e ral p res iJ.C nts of uni on af fi liate .s 
com pris i.ng tile' f;u il d i.ng ~1:1J C\.'~1:=:trncc iC1n Tr.:tJ :;.~;; ~n\.~p.::1rtnt?nt 

of t li l~ i\FL-C[O. F,1t· a li$l \..1f ~1t:2 nde1...•:;, Sc\.' AI' r'F:S:~1X "A.u 

.J '' .•. -· i 
C,,' 

·--."'-- -'."".:..1·~ · 
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th\,.~ Presl:.lcnt :1ddr-2sscd J.elegates attend lag th~- Xational 
Legi.sL:i.t i.ve <1':1d :->1fr:t~: Co~ferenc(: of ti1c Building and 
Constructlo-1 Tr2.les Dc·p2rtme!1t of the ,\FL-CIO. For a 
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:-f2mbers of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

. 

The President returned to his limousine. He was accor.1panied by: 
Secretary Brennan 
:lr. Georgine 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President motored from the Washington. Hilton Hotel to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with ~!r. Haldeman. 

The President met with: 
Dr. John ~:orris, retired Associate Medical Director of 

Eastman-Kodak and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Alco ho lies Anonymous (A.A.) 

Robert Hitchins, General Nanager of AA General Service 
Office 

Tom Pike, member of the National Advis;:;ry Council on 
Alcoholism 

Caspar W. Heinberger, Secretary of HEW 
James H. Cavanaugh, Staff Assistant 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President received the one millionth copy of the 
"Alcoholics Anonymous II book. 

The President met with: 
Roy D. Hickman, President of Rotary International 
W. Richard Howard, Special Assistant 
hnite Hoese :1:10tographcr, in/out 

Mr. Hickman p!~ese~1~ed the Preside~t with the Paul Harris 
Fellow At·:ard in rcco;.nition of the President's efforts to 
promote wor.ld u:1<lcrs tanding. 

The President met \,tith hi.s Prt.;ss S(~cretary, Ron.ald L. Ziegler. 

lic:nry i:. )c''..:t 1 r:;1...,.n, .-\.ssi.:;t.:.1::t Attt'rni . .''Y ~:e~1eral 
:-1r. '.·~it.·gl1..:r 
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Th~ Pr csi.dcnt requested thtlt 4·lr. Ziegler join him. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler, 

TI1e Pres :i.derit met with: 
?·tr. Ehrlichman 
1-lr . Ziegler 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with Hr. Bull. 

The President met with ~Ir. Dean. 

The Preside::- , t talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President met with: 
\-lill iam P. Rogers; Secretary of State 
Mr. Ziegler 

The President and Secretary Rogers went to West Executive 
Avenue. 

The President and Secretary Rogers motored fron West E}:ecutive 
Avenue to Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President went boating on the Sequo_i_~ with Secretary 
Rogers. 

The President and Secretary Rogers had dinner on board. 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President r.,otored from the Washington Navy Yard to the. 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

Th12 Pr es ident telephoned ~Ir. Ehrlichrtan. The call was not 
c o mpleted. 

The Pr es id en t tal k ed wit h ~Ir. Pe tersen. 

r::, t c::-1/.11) 

r 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 16, 1973, 9:50 a.m. to 9:59 a.m. 

On April 16, 1973, the President met with H. R. Haldeman and 

John Ehrlichman in the Oval Office from 9:50 to 9:59 a.m. Ehrlich-

man asked the President, "Did you get those--" and the President 

said, "I'm going to ask him which one he wants to sign." The 

President said it seemed to him that he did not want to pressure him. 

He asked Ehrlichman 's advice, saying "[w ]e 've got plenty of time." 

Ehrlichman advised the President that . Dean ought to sign both of them, 

so the President could use either or none~ -depending on how circum

stances unfolded. If he wouldn't, Ehrlichman said, "you know what to 

do at that point." . Haldeman added, ''You go to Petersen and ask him 

not to (unintelligible)." The President said that was why he wanted 

"to nail down what Dean said about other bugs on the White House and 

so forth, and so on. I assume that is the Plumbers operation." 

Ehrlichman replied, "No, no. What he is referring to is the FBI's 

bugs on the journalists in the first year he was nominated." (p. 1) 

The President asked for advice about telling Dean "that anything 

in that area is National Security (unintelligible)." Ehrlichman 

--replied that he thought the President should and that it should "cover 

not only that but Plumbing operation and anything else of which he has 

knowledge that I am (unintelligible) that with Executive Privilege 

right now." Ehrlichman said the "whole operation" was, because the 

President was afraid there were leaks at the NSC and was trying to 

find them. The President replied, "I thought they were due to the 
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FBI." Ehrlichman replied, ''Well, all the (unintelligible) were but there 

was one in Georgetown at somebody's house that actually was never put on. 

It was (unintelligible) but it was explored .and how Dean knows about that, 

I don't know. The FBI files--" 

The President said, "(Unintelligible) , " and Ehrlichman said, "I can't 

say. I doubt it. I think it was before his time." (pp. 2-3) 

The President referred to his phone call to Petersen the 

previous evening during which he discussed Liddy's silence. The 

President said he made the call in Dean's presence because Dean "said 

Liddy was saying how he knows Liddy had told (unintelligible) or 

something like that." (p. 3) 

The President said that he "would like also a scenario with regard 

to the President's role, in other words, the President --" Ehrlichman 

said that he had just talked with Ziegler, who felt that they had no 

more than 12 hours to take an initiative. Ehrlichman suggested that 

Ziegler set a meeting with Petersen and have the President persuade 

Petersen that "the announcement has come from the White House." The 

President responded, "I'll tell them:' Ehrlichman continued, "Otherwise 

the Justice Department will, of course, crack this whole thing." (pp. 3-4) 

Ehrlichman asked about Dean's statement the night before "that 

Petersen had told you [the President] that Liddy has not talked. 

They can't get Liddy to talk." Ehrlichman said, "Dean told us that 

Liddy had told him everything. Told the U.S. Attorney." The President 

said he knew that. Ehrlichman said, "Petersen lying to you or 
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(unintelligible)"; and the Pres-ident said, "Well, maybe a little 

both." The President said, "A snow job" and Ehrlichman replied 

"Either that, or Dean is (unintelligible) cover-up in case anything 

starts to seep out." (p. 5~ 

Ehrlichman discussed Ziegler's proposal "to get out the fact that 

Dean (unintelligible) you that the ·Dean report was inadequate 

(unintelligible) that several weeks ago you reinstituted an examin

ation of the personal investigation and that this culminated in a 

whole series of actions over the weekend." (p. 5-6) 

Ehrlichman said if he was "going to be splashed on this thing," 

the President was "better off now having another scrap with Dean." 

The President replied ,, "Well, somebody is going to be." The 

President asked Ehrlichman to talk to Moore to see Gray and said, 

"Time is of the essence right now." Ehrlichman said he was "going 

to get Moore to talk to Fielding also, and find out what was in there 

because I don't want to know." (pp. 6-7) 

Ehrlichman said the use and announcement of the letters of 

resignation that were to be signed by Dean would be at the President's 

discretion. Ehrlichman concluded the conversation by suggesting that 

the President should ask Dean if he intended to plead guilty. Ehrlich

man said, "And that will weigh in your own (unintelligible)." To 

which the President replied, "That's right. That's right. (Unin

telligible)" (p. 8) 

The transcript is followed by the notation "Material unrelated to 

Presidential actions deleted." (p. 8) 
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60. On April 16, 1973 the President met with John Dean from 10:00 to 

10:40 a.m. The following is an index to certain of the subjects discussed 

in the course of that meeting: 

President's request that Dean submit a 
letter of resignation or a request for 
a leave of absence, and discussion of 
other resignations. 

March 21, 1973 conversation among the 
Presidettt, Dean and Haldeman, and what 
Dean should say about that conversation. 

Whether the President would waive 
executive privilege. 

How events after the break-in and after 
March 21 would be described. 

What induced Magruder to talk and the 
President's desire to take credit for 
Magruder's cooperation. 

President's statements to Dean that 
Dean should tell the truth. 

Executive clemency. 

President's statement that Dean was 
still his counsel. 

What should be done about legal 
problems of White House aides. 
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60, 1 PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 16, 1973, EXHIBIT 21, 
IN RE GRAND JURY MISC. 47-73 

!'110'.'<L 
I' - l''..1«·d 

I( Rt:,uve,! 

J.o LD 

p 

p 

p 

p 

The President tal:(ecl with his Assistant, ll. R. Halde::ian. 

The President talked ,-,ith his Assista:1t, John D. Ehrlichr:ian. 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephgn B. 
Bull. 

The President telephoned Staff Assistant Thomas Hart. The 
call was not complete<l. 

The President went to the first floor private dining room. 

The President held a breakfast meeting with Speaker of the 
House Carl B. Albert CD-Oklahoma). 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

l'he President met with: 
Hr. Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

Che President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

l'he President met with: 
Hr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The Pre 9ident, accompanied by Secretary of Labor Peter J. 
Brennan, went to the South Grounds of the White House. 

The President and Secretary Brennan motored from the South 
Grounds of the White House to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The President was greeted by Robert A. Georgine, Secretary
Treasurer of the Building and Construction Trades Department 
of the AFL-CIO. 

The President went to the Cabinet Room in the Washington 
Hilton. He was ~lcconpanied by: 

Secretar:; Brennan 
Mr. Georgine. 

The President grce t,'<l general presidents of union affiliates 
comnrisin~~ tile i)uildir:~ :1:1d Cl'\nstr-ac~ion Tr:tJe$ \1.?:'l.:1rtm~nt 
of the AFi~-C[O. F()l_ .. .:.I.list of ~1tt2ndei..."S, SC~ .-\'.l?r~:nrx ":\." 

-<-:!.<..•_,.._,· 
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11:48 11:55 

11:57 

12 :00 12:31 

12:31 12:39 

12:40 12:57 

12 :58 

1 :38 

l : 39 j 
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1:37 

3:25 
2: 5 :~ 

Pl it J.'\:E 
i' Pi.,1t·1! 

~ ~'·:, nn·J 

In 1.D 

. , . , - .... , 
.&.U ,- L ') i ., 

il~fE tl .\Y 

ll:Jl iJ. r.;. '.!, 1::D.\\' 

A<.Tl\'fTY 

Th,~ Pr es i dent :.idd resscd d e l e ga t es a t tend i.ng the Ka.tiona l 
Le g i s l a tive a :1J Safe t y Conf e r ence of ~i1c Buildin g and 
Cons tru c tio n Ir ~ lc s Department o f the AFL-CIO. For~ 
list o f he ad ta ;)l e gu e sts, se e APPC:DIX "B.J'; 

)lembers o t th e press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to his limousine. He was accor:1panied by: 
Secretary Brennan 
'.·!r. Georgine 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President motored from the Washington Hilton Hotel to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with }!r. Haldeman. 

The .President met with: 
Dr. John Xorris, retired Associate Medical Director of 

Eastman-Kodak and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 

Robert Hitchins, General Manager of AA General Service 
Office 

Tom Pike, member cf the National Advis;:;rf Council on 
Alcoholism 

Caspar \-;. 1-!einberger, Secretary of HEW 
James H. Cavanaugh, Staff Assistant 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President received the one millionth copy of the 
"Alcoholics Anonymous" book. 

The President met with: 
Roy D. Hickman, President of Rotary International 
W. Richard Howard, Special Assistant 
h'hite Hol'.se :,,1otogr a phcr, in/out 

Hr. Hickman pres ea ::ed the President w·ith the Paul Harris 
Fe llow Auard i n r .:-coS;nition of the President's efforts to 
promote world under s tanding. 

Th e Pr e sident met \·,i. th his Press Se cretary, Ronald L. Ziegler. 

'l11e Pr e sident \,ent to h is office in tlie EOB. 

'I11c Pr es ident nc t with: 
lil~nry i:. 1 cL c r ~_;1..~n, .\ss i :itant Att:.1rnQy c~n~c3l 
'fr. ?i,•;:l,.,r 
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2:19 

3:25 3:26 

3: 27. 4:02 
3:35 4:04 

4:04 4:05 

4:05 4:06 

4:07 4:35 

4:42 4:43 

4:55 6:01 
5 :45 6:01 

6:01 

6:01 6:10 

6 :15 8:28 

7:20 

8:28 

8:32 8:41 

8:42 

8:45 

8:58 9:14 
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l" I ID 

p 

p 
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:V TlVITY 

The President requested that Hr. Ziegler join him. 

The Presid~nt talked with Hr. Ziegl~r. 

TI1e President met with: 
?fr. Ehrl.ichmart 
,-fr. Ziegler 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with Hr. Bull. 

The President met with Mr. Dean. 

The Preside::-,t talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President met with: 
William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Hr. Ziegler 

The President and Secretary Rogers went to West Executive 
Avenue. 

The President and Secretary Rogers motored from West Executive 
Avenue to Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President went boating on the Sequo~:i,_~ with Secretary 
Rogers. 

The President and Secretary Rogers had dinner on board. 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President motored from the Washington Navy Yard to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The Pres i.dent telephoned }!r. Ehrlichman. The call was not. 
completed. 

The President talked with ~Ir. Petersen. 

Rcsi...ie.ncc a 

P i~l_~s iden t 

, I 

.. LJ,.,,;:,;,,_1 ---------------
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1314 

EXIDBIT No. 34-49 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1973 

Dear Mr. President: 

As a result of my involvement in the Watergate 
matter which we disc'1ssed last night and today, . . 

I tender to you my resignation effective at once. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely, 
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1015 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1973 

Dear Mr. President: 

In view of my increasing involvement in the Watergate 
matter, n1y imper:,ding appearance before the grand ·. 
jury and the probability of its action, I request an 
immediate and indefinite leave . of absence from my 
position on your staff. 

The Presi'dent 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

(1147) 

Sincerely, 



PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

60.3 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 161 19?3 MEETING 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 
STAFF FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A 
RECORDING OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 
AND JOHN DEAN ON APRIL 16, 1973, FROM 10:00 TO 
10:40 A.M. 

Hi John, how are you? 

Good morning. Good morning. 

Sit down. Sit down. Trying to get my remarks ready 

to [unintelligible] the building trades. 

So I understand. 

Yes, indeed, yeah. You know, I was thinking we ought 

to get the odds and ends, uh [unintelligible] we talked, 

and, uh, it was confirmed that -- you remember we talked 

about resignations and so forth and so on -- that I 

should have in hand, not to be released, 

Uh huh. 

but I should have in hand so~ething, or otherwise they'll 

say, "What the hell did you -- after Mr. Dean told you 

all of this, what did you do?" You see what I mean? 

Uh huh. 

Now I talked to Petersen, uh, about, uh, about the thing, 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDE~T: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

60.3 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 16, 1973 MEETING 

and I said, "Now, uh, what do you want to do about, uh, about 

this situation on Dean, and so forth?" And he said, "Well," 

he said, "I," he said, "I would don-, I, I don't want to 

announce anything now." You know what I mean? 

Uh huh. 

But what is your feeling on that? 

[Clears throat] 

See what I mean? 

Are we talking Dean, or are we talking Dean, Ehrlichman 

and Haldeman? 

Well, I'm talking Dean 

Dean. 

at this moment. 

All right. 

Dean at this momen~ because you're going to be, uh, you, you're 

going to be doing it. I'll h,ave to handle them, also. But, 

the point is, what's your advice that we -- You see, the point 

is, we, we don't have -- I just, I just got it, I just typed 

up a couple, just to have here which I'd be willing to put 

out. You know, 

-2-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

60.3 TRANSCRIP'r OF APRIL 161 1973 MEETING 

Ufi.. huh,. 

in the event that, uh, certain things occurred. 

I understand. 

But you see, put the, uh, the, put, just putting 

the -- you don't want to put any lies into it. Uh 

[unintelligible]. What's your advice? 

I think, I think it'd be the -- good to have it on 

hand. 

Yeah. 

I would think, to be very honest with you --

Have those others, too? 

Have those others, also. 

Yeah, yeah. I will. Well as a matter of fact, 

they both su--, suggested it for themselves. 

Uh huh. 

So I got that, uh -- I am sorry, Steve, I hit 

the wrong bell. 

-3-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 
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ILaughs] 

So I've already done that w.tth th.em. 

All righ.t. 

So, they said, "Look, uh, they're ready any time you want 

them." I've got that. Now I want to get your advice on 

that, too. So what I would, now what I would think we 

want to do, we should have it in two different forms, here. 

We should have it -- and I, would like to discuss with you 

the forms. It seems to me that your, the form should be, 

uh., uh, request an innnediate indefinite leave of absence. 

That'd be one thing. And the other, of course, would be, 

uh, just a straight resignation. 

Uh huh. 

Uh, first,uh, what I would suggest is that you sign both. 

That's what I had in mind. And then we'll talk about after, 

uh, because you don't know yet what you're going -- For ex

ample, you could go in and plead guilty. You'd have to resign. 

That's right. 

If, on the other hand, you're going in, uh, on a, some other 

basis, th.en I think a leave of absence is then 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 
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Uh huh. 

the proper thing to do. 

I would think so. 

And, uh, that's the way I would discuss it with, uh, 

with others, too. But if you have any other thoughts, 

let me know. I'm not trying to press you on a thing. 

Just, I just want to be sure, John, you've got the record, 

that you're, you're, uh, so that I've done everything that 

I Iclears throat] !unintelligible]. Do you agree? 

Uh, I, I think it's a good idea. I frankly do. 

Yeah. 

But, uh, I think if you do it for, for one -- I think 

you have problems with others too, Mr. President. 

I already have done that with others. 

Yeah. All right. That's what I've been trying to advise 

you that, you know --

But on theirs, on theirs, on theirs, both the, uh, uh, 

pending the, uh -- It, it is all pending their appear

ance, and so forth. Just as it is in yours. Nothing's 

going to be said. 

-5-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

PRESIDENT: 
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Uh huh. 

But I've got to have it in hand. You see what I mean? 

I mean, my, my reason, as I told them As a matter 

of fact, after our talk last night, I told them, I said, 

"We, I've got to have it in hand so that I can move on 

this, if, uh, as Petersen is going to report to me 

every day." You see? 

Uh huh. 

I said, "Now, Petersen," I said, "if you get this stuff 

confirmed," I said, "I need to know." And he said, "Well, 

I, uh--" 'cause I asked him, I asked him specifically, 

I said, "What, what are you, uh, what, uh, what are _ 

you going to do?" He says, "Well, LaRue is going to be 

today." And, I don't know who else. Strachan's going 

to be today. There are three today I think. I don't 

know. Who's the third one? 

I don't know. 

That's right. You're not supposed to. 

[Laughter] 

Uh, then, okay. 

What I would like to do is, is to draft up for you an 

alternative letter. Put it in both options and you can 

just put them in the file. 

-6-
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Uh. huh.. 

Uh, just short and, and sweet. 

Uh huh. All right. Fine. I had, I had dictated some

thing myself, on my own, which I just, which is, which 

is, uh [unintelligible] how this~ But you don't have 

to. If you can give me a better form, fine. I want 

you to do it either way. Do you, uh, or do you want to 

just prepare something? 

I'd like to prepare something. 

Good. All right. Fine. Why don't you take this? And, 

uh, take those, just as an 

Sure. 

idea, and have something that, uh. -- I've got to see 

Petersen at 1:30. 

All right. 

Understand, I don't want its-- put anything out, because 

I don't want to jeopardize your position at, at all. 

You've got a right to, just as everybody else has, to, to 

let's say you've been -- you've carried a hell of a load 

here and I -- But I just feel that since what you said 

last night that we've got to do on this and with, uh, 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman -- I have, I have leave of 

absences from them. Which, however, I will not use 

until I get the word from Petersen on corroboration, 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 
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All right. 

whlch he, whlch he advised himself. I talked to him 

after I talked to you. Left about 11:45. I told 

the son-of-a-bitch, he doesn't know how hard we work 

around here. 

And you will have something, uh, uh, within a couple of 

hours. 

Well, I, 

You think just put it in the file? 

I won't be back, I won't be back, uh. Yeah. You, you 

can, uh, you draft what you want me to -- in other words 

And if you don't·like what I draft, tell me and I will 

change it in any way 

Oh, sure, sure. 

that you want. 

But I can't make a decision 

Yes sir. 

of course you see -- And, and also, it may, it may depend 

-- Well, put it this way, put it this way, you draft what 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 
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you, what you want. And we can, uh, if I have any con

cerns about it, I'll give you a ring. You can, uh, be 

around, and so forth. 

Uh huh. 

And, uh, but, but, you would agree you should -- but 

nothing should be put out now. Right? 

I would agree. I was, I was thinking about that. 

You see, we've got the problem -- today the thing may 

break. You know, with Magruder, uh, and so forth. And, uh, 

I'm, uh, I -- You know what I mean. That's what I wanted 

to run over with you, briefly, as to, you know, to get 

your feeling again as to how we handle it, how we -- You 

know, you, you were saying the President should stay ahe--, 

one step ahead of this thing. Well, we've got, uh -- The 

point is, the only problem is what the hell can I say 

publicly? Now, here's what we've done. 

Well, you see --

I called in -- I got in Kleindienst. Uh, we've -

I've been working on it all week. 

Right. 

Actually, I mean I got, as soon as I got the Magruder 

thing, then I, I got in Kleindienst, and, uh, then at 

four o'clock we got in, uh, sold uh, Petersen. 
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Kleindienst withdrew, uh, and, uh, uh, assigned 

Petersen. I said, "All right, Henry, I don't want 

to talk to Kleindienst anymore about this case. I'm 

just going to talk to you." 

Uh huh. 

"You're in charge. You follow through and you're 

going through to get to the bottom of this thing and I am 

going to let the chips fall where they may." And we covered 

that all the way down the line. Now, I have to follow 

him to a certain extent on the prosecution side. On the 

other hand, on the .PR side, I sure as hell am not going 

to let the Justice Department step out there 

Right. 

and say, "Look, we dragged the White House in here." I've 

got to step out and do it, John. 

That's right. 

Don't you agree? 

That's right. Uh --

But yet, I don't want to walk out and say, "I -- Look, 

John Dean's resignation has been accepted." Jesus Christ, 

that isn't fair. 

-10-
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Nor would it be fair to say Ehr --,Ehrlichman and 

Haldeman's have. 

Yeah. What --

You know, I, I've already examined --

[Unintelligible] because you see they haven't been charged 

yet. As soon as they're charged [unintelligible]. But see 

he's -- But in your case, is you haven't been charged with 

anything yet --

No, I have not. 

That's my problem, see with it --

Uh --

All I wanted is to have on -- The only reason I'm doing 

this is to, uh, because of you, what you said about some, 

what you said about them, and that's why I'm getting it 

from them too, • 

Well, it's a, there's a chance, uh, uh -- Well, there's 

a chance that today when LaRue goes down that Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman's name are going to be right down there 

before the Grand Jury. 

Right. Well, the name will be in, but the point is, you 

don't just throw somebody out because of a name lying in court. 

I, I understand. 

You understand. Uh, would you, you could also, if you 
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would, here's, uh, and I would like for you to prepare 

this in a letter that you would have for Ehrlichman and 

Haldeman. Would you do that too? 

Yes sir. 

And then I'll give them the form and let them work out 

their -- something that's appropriate. Would you pre

pare that for me, then? 

Yes, I will. 

But they told me last night, orally, just as you did, 

that, uh 

They stand ready. 

Cover the record. They said, "Look, we will leave in 

a minute. We'll leave today. You can do whatever you 

want." And I said, "What the hell, we're going to have 

to wait until we get some evidence." You know what I 

mean? 

Uh huh. 

Which I think you agree with. 

I -- That's what I do, and the question is timing, and, 

uh --
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Yeah. 

Uh --

Now, let's get Dean's advice as to how we handle this 

now, from, uh, now on. What is your, what's your 

advice? 

Well, I would say you sh .ould have the letters in hand 

and, then 

Right. 

based on what you learn from Petersen, you can make a 

judgment as to timing. I mean, I think you're still five 

steps ahead of what will ever emerge publicly. I don't 

think they --

They think in twelve hours it may break, somebody told 

me the news -- the Post's according to Ziegler, has got 

something now on this. Magruder talking around and every

thing. I don't know. 

Well, I know, I know what -- some of the things Magruder 

said. He said that, uh, that the prosecutors had asked 

him a number of questions about Ehrlichman and Haldeman. 

So there's no, there's no doubt that that's going to 

be out on the, uh, 
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Yeah. 

the street fast also. 

Well, then we ought to move on that too. 

Uh huh. 

That's my poi .nt. You see --

It's unfortunate that I, you know, I'm hoping that 

the ultimate resolution of this thing is that no one 

has any problems. And that's possible, 

Legally. 

legally. 

That's right. Which I hope is your case, too. In 

other words, when I say no one, nobody at the White 

House staff -- not you, not Colson, not Ehrlichman, 

not Haldeman., because God damn it -- Let me, let me, let 

me summarize , this specific point again, because I need 

to, uh, you know, they, we know there was no on the 

Dean report. . Ziegler has always said it was oral. 

That's right. 

-14-

(1161) 



PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

60. 3 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 16., i9'13 MEETING 

Right. But you remember when you came in, I asked 

you the specific question: "Is anybody on the White 

House Staff involved?" You told me "No." 

That's right. And I have no knowledge --

You still believe that? 

Yes sir, I do. 

Yeah. But you did tell me that in the aftermath there 

were serious problems. 

That's right. 

Right. And, I said, "Well, let's see what they 

are." Right? 

And now you're beginning to see what they are. They're 

potential, technical, obstruction of justice problems. 

Sure. But not necessarily.· 

[Unintelligible] 

Well, I talked to Petersen last night and he made 

exactly the same point. He says the obstruction 

was morally wrong. No, not morally. He said, it 

may not have been morally wrong, and it may not 

be legally wrong, but he said from the standpoint 

of the Presidency, you can't have it. That's 
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what his point was. So he, he seems to think that this, 

uh, that the obstruction of justice thing is a God 

damn hard thing to prove. 

That's right. 

To prove in court, which I, I think should be some 

comfort to you. 

Well, my lawyer tells me that, you know, "Legally, you're 

in, you're in damn good shape." 

Is that right? 

That's right. 

Because, uh, you're not --

That's right. It's, it's a --

You were simply helping the defendants get their fees 

and their --

Well --

Huh? What does he say? 

In that, in that position, I'm merely a conduit. Uh, it's 
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very technical, very technical. I am a conduit to other 

people. That is the problem. 

Uh huh. What was the situation, John? This -- The 

only time I ever heard any discussion of, uh. this sup

porting of the defendants -- and I must say I, I guess 

I should have assumed somebody was helping them, I must 

have assumed it, but, uh, and, and I must say people 

were good in a way, I, I was busy -- was when you men

tioned to me some, something, about the, I mean, I think 

the last time we talked about Hal, uh, Hunt having 

a problem. 

Well --

But that, and that was, then we, but that was handled at, 

by Mitchell. Was that true or what the hell happened? 

That's, that's -- The last time we had a request was 

the, was 

How did it work out? Did you--? 

the Monday before sentencing. 

He hit you with a, uh, uh, 

No. 

at a dinner or something? 
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No, no. O'Brien, who was one of the lawyers who was 

representing the Re-election Conunittee, was asked by 

Hunt to meet with him. He came to me after the meeting 

and said that, "Hunt asked the following message be 

passed to you." And I said, "Why me?" He said, "I asked 

Hunt the same question." 

To you ·, Dean, or to me, the President? 

Asked of me, 

Oh. 

Dean. 

Oh yeah.. 

It's the first time .I'd ever heard anything like this. 

And I said, uh --

He had never asked 

No. 

you before. 

No. Uh --

Let me tell you. Wb,at did you report to me on it, though? 

I -- It was rather fragmentary, as I recall it. You said, 
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Right. 

"Hunt had a problem," and, uh --

Very fragmentary. I was, I --

Yeah, but that's not the thing. I, I said, "What, what 

John, what's it going tc cost to do this?" Uh, that's 

when I sent you to Camp -- and said, "Well, for God's sake, 

let's see where this thing comes out." 

That 's right. 

And you said it'd cost a million dollars. 

I said, "It," you know, 11it conceivably could, and the way 

this," I said, "If we don't cut this thing--" 

Exactly. 

Uh, anyway --

But that's the only conversation we had. Where - - How was that 

handled? Who the hell handled that, that money? 

Uh, well, let me tell you the rest -- what, what Hunt said. 

He said, "You tell Dean that I need seventy-two t~ousand 

dollars for my personal expenses, fifty thousand dollars 

for my legal fees.'' • 

Uh huh. 
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"If I don't get it, I'm going to have some things to say 

about the seamy things I did at the White House for John 

Ehrlichman." 

Uh huh. 

All right. I took that to Ehrlichman. Ehrlichman said, 

uh, "Have you talked to Mitchell about it?" I said, "No, 

I have not." Uh, he said, "Well, will you talk to 

Mitchell?" I said, "Yes, I will." I talked to Mitchell. 

I just passed it along to him. And then there was a 

meeting down here a few days later in, in Bob's office 

with Bob and Ehrlichman and Mitchell and myself. And, 

uh, Ehrlichman said at that time, he said, "Well is that 

problem with Hunt straightened out?" He said it to me 

and I said, "Well, ask the man who may know: Mitchell." 

And Mitchell said, "I think that problem is solved." 

That's all? 

That's all he said. 

Right. That's good. In other words, that was done at 

the Mitchell level? 

That's right. 

But, you had knowledge; Haldeman had a lot of knowledge; and 
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Ehrlichman had knowledge. 

Right. 

And I suppose I did. I mean, I am planning to assume 

some culpability on that !unintelligible] 

I don't think so. 

Why not? 

I plan to be tough on myself as I am on the other thing, 

though, I, I must say I didn 1t really give it a 

thought at the time because I didn't know, uh. 

No one gave it a thought. 

You did. You did. 

No one --

You didn't tell me this about Ehrlichman, for example. 

When you came in on that day 

I know. 

you simply said, "Hunt needs this money." And you were 

using it as an example of the problems ahead. 
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I, I have tried, uh, all along to make sure that anythi.ng 

I passed to you myself didn't cause you any personal 

problems. 

John, let me ask you this. Let us suppose if this thing 

breaks and they ask you; John Dean: "Now, John you were 

the President's Counsel. Did you report things to the 

President? What did you report to the . l'res;Ldent7" 

I, I would, I would refuse to answer any questions as to 

anything --

No, no, no, no, uh ·, no -- I think you should -- Let me 

ask you this. 

Unless you waive 

Let me say, on this point, I would, uh, would not waive. 

You could say, "I reported to the President." Uh; that 

"The President called me in." I mean, "The President 

has authorized me to say -- He called me in, and, uh, and, 

uh, asked me -- " 

Uh huh. 

Uh, make that, that before, that when the event first 

occurred, you conducted an investigation and passed to 
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the President the message: "No White House personnel, 

according to your investigation, was involved." You 

did do that, didn't you? 

I did that through Ehrlichman and Haldeman. 

That's it. You did do that. 

If I'm under oath, now, I'm, I'm going to have to say I 

did that through Ehrlichman and Haldeman. 

No. But I know you did that. I di~n't see you. 

That's right. 

Remember I didn't see you until after the election. 

That's right. 

But you see -- all right. Now, but then you say, "And 

then, after the election, the President, when the McCord 

thing broke, called you in." I think that's when it was, 

wasn't it? 

No, uh --

After the McCord thing. 

No. It was before the McCord thing because you remember 

you told me after the Friday morning that McCord's letter 

Uh huh. 
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He said, "He predicted this. This was going to happen." 

Because I had, oh, in, in about the week, uh, or two weeks 

How did it -- Why did I get you in there? What, what 

triggered me getting you in? 

Well, we just started, we just started talking about this 

thing, and --

But I called you in, you and Moore together, didn't I? 

Well --

For a Dean Report. 

On, uh, on, uh, Wednesday morni ng --

Because, what was -- well, I know what was involved. What 

was involved was the damned executive privilege and all that 

crap. 

That's right. It was -- The Gray things were popping, but 

on the, 

Yeah. 

the Wednesday morning before I asked --

We had three conversations to my recollection. 

Oh, sir, I think we had more than that, but, of course, 

we'd have, uh, we'd have a record of that through 

-24-

{1171) 



PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

60. 3 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 16, 1973 MEETING 

Yeah. 

those people. I think we had more than that. But the, 

the one report where I finally -- I called Bob 

[Unintelligible] this office. Good. 

Yeah. I called Bob and I said, I said, "Bob", I said, 

"I don't think the President has all the facts." 

That's right. And then you came and sat in this chair and 

that's the first time that I realized the thing. 

That's right. 

And what -- And now the question is: "Well, Mr. Dean, 

why didn't you tell the President before?" And your 

answer there is --

I didn't know. That is absolutely correct. 

That's what you told me last time. You see, I don't want 

you, John, to be in a position, and frankly I don't 

want the President to be in a position where one of his 

trusted people had information that he did keep, kept 
\ 

from him. So I just want - \ 

I did not know. 
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Fine. You did not know. ·· "How did you find out then? " 

they'll ask. Okay. But you -- that's your -- but you 

can handle that. 

That's right. 

But I, but, but I did ask you and I think, I think 

you should say the President has authorized you to say 

this: "I won't reveal the conversation with the President, 

but he's -- and, uh, he asked me this question. I told 

him this, and he, uh, uh, that nobody in the White House 

was involved. And then, in addition to that, that I, I, uh, 

to the best of my ability kept, uh --" I guess -- or what 

do you think you ought to handle with the Presidential 

things? 

Well, 

Maybe you better --

I, I, I think, the less said about --

All right. Fine. 

I think that's privileged, an d I think [unintelligible]. '. 

Except, except that if you do this 

I think you say anything you want to say about it. 

Right. But I have to say it. Well, let me tell you, I 

am going to handle that properly and I just want to be sure 
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that it, that it, it jibes with the facts. I can say that 

you did tell me that nobody in the White House was in

volved and I can say that you then came in, at your request, 

and said, "I think the President needs to hear more about 

this case." 

That's right. 

And it was that time that I started my investigation. 

That's right. 

Correct? 

That was the Wednesday before they were sentenced. Now, 

I can get that date, I don't have it off the top --

Would you do me this? Get your chronology of th~t 

Wednesday you came in and told me. That would be helpful 

for me to have. 

That's what I had in mind --

You see, I want to --

[Unintelligible] 

You see, I -- That's when I became interested. r ·was -

I became frankly interested in the case and I said, "Now 
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God damn it, I want to find out the score." And I 

set in motion Ehrlichman, Mitchell and a few of -- not 

Mitchell, but others. Okay. 

Sure. 

One other thing. On the privilege thing, I think, uh -

Nothing, so that you could be sure, that, you know, nothing 

is privileged that involves wrongdoing 

That's correct. 

on your part or wrongdoing on the part of anybody else. 

I, I, I'm telling you that now and I want you to s--, 

when you testify, if you do, to say that the President 

has told you that. Would you do that? 

Yes, sir. 

Would you agree with that? 

I do • . 

Fine. However, let me say that, uh, with regard to, 

with regard to what we call the electronic, uh, stuff 

they heard in what I have now have found is in the leak 

area, national security area, uh, that I consider privileged. 

I do too. 
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And I think you should say, for example, on that -- But 

what I meant is, uh, uh, · I would, uh. I think in, 

in the case of the, of the Kraft stuff, what the FBI did, 

they were both, I find -- I've checked it back -- there were 

some done, some done through, uh, private sources. Most 

of it was done through the Bureau after we got going. 

That's right. 

Hoover didn't want to do, uh, to do Kraft. But what it 

involved, John, apparently was this: there were leaks in 

the NSC. They were in Kraft and other columns. We were 

trying to plug the leaks. 

Right, 

And we had that, so we checked it out. Finally, we turned 

it over to Hoover. Then when the hullabaloo developed we 

didn't, we just stopped it altogether. 

I understand. 

And that includes [unintelligible]. But in my, uh, view 

I consider that privileged. 

I have no intention of raising that in any --

Have you informed your lawyers about that? 

No. 

I think you should not. Understand, not because of cutting 

anything, except that I do think it's privileged. But it's 
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up to, up to you, I mean, I --

No. I think it is privileged, also. 

Yeah. It's important to know, and this was necessary to 

use. We had Hoover do a little bit, and in control, as 

Lyndon Johnson [unintelligible] better. Uh, now, your, 

your guess as when -- well, I'll ask Petersen today -

when will you be called? · Perhaps Tuesday, Wednesday, or 

I would think sometime this week. 

You don't think the thing is likely to break today, then, 

huh? 

No, I don't. 

I wonder what Ziegler's got. He must have -- He seems, he 

seems to think that something's .going to go. He hasn't 

been in to see me. I'll have to get him in later. But, 

uh, well, I'll have him make -- I'll ask Petersen. 

Uh huh. 

Petersen. 'But don't you agree with me 

I don't think --

that the President should make the first announcement and 

not the Justice Department? 
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Yes, I do. 

[Unintelligible] 

[Unintelligible] on his own staff. 

Uh? 

On his own staff. 

Oh, hell, I'm going to make the announcement with regard 

to Magruder, too. God damn it, it's our campaign. I'm 

not going to have the Justice Department 

Oh, I see what you mean. 

We triggered this whole thing, You know what I mean? 

That's right. 

Don't you agree? 

Well, if, if, if, if -- When the --

You helped trigger it. 

When history is written, you'll, and you put the pieces 

back together, you'll see why it happened. It's because 

I triggered it. I, I put everybody's feet to the fire 

because it just had to stop. 

That's right. And you put --

And I still continue to feel that, uh -
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That's right. You put Magruder's feet to the fire. 

Yes, I did. 

Where did you see Magruder? Uh --

I didn't. I sent -- In fact, I refused to see him. That 

was one of the problems. 

Oh. And that's why he --

I started, I talked to him. I, I met with him in, in one 

of these outer offices out here at a meeting. 

What got Magruder to talk? 

Uh --

I would like to take the credit. 

Because, because, well, uh, [laughs] he knew that --

I thought -- I was hoping that you had seen him, because, 

uh --

There was -- Well, he was, he was told, he was told (1) 

that, you know, there was going to be no chance --

You remember, though, when you made the statement about, uh, 

just making a note here about drawing the wagons up 

around the White House. Uh, based uh, basically you thought 

the primary [unintelligible] -- this was talking about pre•s• 
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Pre --

knowledge -- was all in the Committee. Right? 

That's right. Where it is. 

That's right. But on Magruder, come again. What's the 

deal, deal there? 

Uh, the,uh, uh, situation there is that he and Mitchell 

were continuing to talk, continuing to talk about pro- . 

ceeding along the same course they'd been proceeding to, 

to lock in their story, but my story did not fit with their 

story. And I just told them I refused to change, to alter 

my testimony, other than, than to repeat it just as I 

knew it. 

When? 

This had to do with a number of meetings in the Department 

of Justice. 

Incidentally I heard this [unintelligible], but I, I 

remember. You told me this. Everybody tells me that you 

said, Dean said, "I will not go to the -- I am not going 

down there and lie," because you said you, your hand will 

shake and your emotion -- Remember. you told me that? 

Yeah. No way I could. I'm incapable of it, 
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Fine. Thank God, John. Don't ever do it, John. I 

want you to tell the truth. That's the thing that 

you're going to -- I have told everybody around here, 

said, "God damn it, tell the truth." 'Cause all they 

do, John, is compound it. 

That's right. 

That son-of-a-bitch Hiss would be free today if he hadn't 

lied about his espionage. He could have just said he 

he didn't even have to. He could've just said, "I 

look, I knew, Chambers. And, yes, as a young man I was 

involved with some Communist activities but I broke it off 

many years ago." And Chambers would have dropped it. 

Well --

But, the son-of-a-bitch lied, and he goes to jail for the 

lie rather than the crime. 

Uh --

So believe me, don't ever lie with these bastards. 

The, the truth always emerges. 

We know that. 
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It always does. 

Also, there is a question of right and wrong, too. 

That's right. 

What is right and what is wrong. 

That's right. 

Perhaps there are gray areas, but you're right to, to get 

it out now. 

Uh --

I'm sure. On Liddy, I wanted to be sure that I, that you 

recall, on our conversation, I, uh -- You asked me to do 

something. I've left it with Petersen now. He said he'd 

handle it. Uh, that's the proper place --

That's right. 

You see, when Liddy says he can't talk unless he hears 

from higher authority -- I am not his higher authority. 

No. 

It's Mitchell. 

Well, but I think he's looking for the ultimate --

What do you think he's thinking about? 
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I think he's thinking about the President. 

Clemency? 

He thinks -- he has the impression that you and Mitchell 

probably talk on the telephone daily about this. 

You know we've never talked about it. 

I understand that. 

I have never talked to Mitchell about this. Oh, except 

about when, whether we go, uh, the executive privilege 

thing. 

Right. 

He came in and said, "Everybody should testify in_executive 

session." Mitchell said that. Except you. Which I think 

.would be -- Listen, I think, incidentally, about executive 

privilege --

I think, I think, Mr. President, the Ervin hearings 

The later --

are going to fizzle. 

What? 

I think when the, when, when Petersen finishes his --
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You don't think we should hold to executive privilege _ 

anyway do you, John, now? 

To hold on executive privilege? 

Yeah. What's your advice on that. What should I do? 

I think, I think if you, if, if there are indictments 

down there in that court room, none, none of the indi

viduals should go up and testify. I think the Watergate 

is just going · to be totally carved out of the Ervin 

hearings. 

Yeah. That's the Watergate, right? Then the other stuff 

is not that important, Segretti and all that? 

Segretti, yeah. 

Um huh. 

That stuff is not that important. They'll probably -- They 

can have a lot of fun with it, but it's not very meaningful. 

So you think Liddy thought that I was calling Mitchell. 

[Unintelligible]. Good God Almighty . well, we covered 

that last [unintelligi bl e] 

That's right. 

You were there. 
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That's resolved. I think --

Is that enough? 

That's right. Petersen wi.11 tell you if it doesn't, 

uh --

You tell me now if it isn 1 t enough. 

No, I think it's enough. 

I'm going to expect you to -- After all, you're still 

the Counsel around here. [Laughter] No, but I'm serious. 

You've got to advise mei and that's the same with Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman. As long as you are around here, we've 

got to, we got to have it out. 

Well, I, I want, I want to lay one thing out. 

Uh huh. 

I think there is a mythical belief, uh, I've not talked 

to Bob or John about this -- that they don't have a 

problem, Mr. President.. And I'm, I'm really not sure 

you're convinced they do. But I'm telling you, they do. 

A problem? 
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Yeah. 

There's no question about it. 

No question. 

They are --

I just wanted --

Yeah. Petersen made the point. I said, "Tell me what the 

facts are." And he says, "The problem is, the problem here is 

that they're going to get splashed." And, he said, "When 

they get splashed, you've got a problem, Mr. President." 

Now, but then he goes on to say, as far as the legal 

form of it is concerned, and he aovera all three of you here, 

Uh huh. 

he said, "It's a very difficult case to prove." Do you 

agree with that? 

That's right. 

You see, that's the point. And I would hope it works. 

I mean I'm speaking now in personal terms. I --

It's a, it's a technical case and it's a tough case. 
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"It's a tough one to prove." What's he mean by that? 

I --

Apparently, my, my lawyer said, "Now, I've, I've, I've 

won cases on this, uh, uh, with tougher facts than you've 

got, I'll assure you." 

Yeah. 

It would not, it would not be a --

See, that's their real vu l nerability, together. 

It would be, uh . --

Both Ehrlichman and Haldeman are in on the . obstruction. 

And that's the point. 

That's right. I think it'd he a very good idea if they 

had counsel. 

I told them, yeah, last night to get lawyers, so I'm one 

step ahead of you there. Now, do you -- is there anything 

else you think I should do? You don't think I should -

Shit, I'm not going to let the Justice Department break 

this case, John. 

I understand. You've got to break it. You are breaking 

it, in a sense. 
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Well, Go4..tlanm it, that's what we've done. 

That's right. 

I could have told you to go to Camp David and concoct 

a story, couldn't I? 

That's right. 

And you've never heard that said, have you? 

No, sir. 

In fact, I think I know !unintelligible]. But 

on the other hand, it was your job to tell me, wasn't it? 

Uh huh. 

And you have. Basically what you've done -- No, you, 

you've told me the truth, though. You've told me the 

truth. It was your job to work for the White Rouse, the 

President, the White Rouse Staff, and they were not in

volved in the pre-thing. But then you thought about the 

post-thing. You thought about it and that's why you 

decided to -- You said, "Cut it out. 
11 
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That's why I think 

Right. 

the cancer's growing because you 

Right. 

t-, t-, t- to keep this whole thing in. 

Look, one thing I want to be sure is in here, when you 

testify, I don't want you to be in a position, so, and I 

don't want the President to be in a position that his 

counsel did not level with him. See my point? 

No, sir, there's no point that I have not leveled with 

you, as you know. 

No, what I meant is, when you say, "Well, now }lr. Dean," 

I am speaking now --

They will, they will not ask [unintelligible] 

[Unintelligible] Why didn't, why didn't you tell the President? 

Did you know about . this? Why didn't you tell the President?" 

That's a PR situation, Mr. President. The U. S. Attorneys 

are not going to ask me question as 

I see. 

to what I said to the President or what I didn't. 

Will, I favor, I frankly think 

you could help on the PR there by 
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Be expecting to help on it --

I would like for you to say, and you're free to talk 

about it. You're to say, "I, I told the President 

about this. I told the President first there was no in

volvement in the White House. Afterwards, I told the 

President that, uh, that I -- And the President said, 'Look, 

I want to get to the bottom of this thing, period.'" See 

what I'm driving at -- not just the White House. You con

tinued your investigation, and so forth. The President 

went ahead, investigated in his own way, which I have done. 

Uh huh. 

Believe me. I put a little pressure on 

Uh huh. 

Magruder and a few of these clowns. And, uh, "As a result 

of the President's action, this thing has been broken." 

That's right. 

Because also I put pressure on the Justice Department. I 

told Kleindienst, "God damn it, that -- " 

No, I think, I think you're in front right now and I, and, 

uh, you can rest assured everything I do will, will keep 
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you as far as --

No, I don't want that, understand? When I say, "Don't 

lie," don't lie about me either. 

No, I won't sir, You're -- I, I'm not going 

'Cause I, I, I think I've done the right thing. But I 

want, I want you to do it. I want you to do, if, if you 

feel I've done the right thing, I want, I think the country 

is entitled to know it. Because we're talking about the 

Presidency here. 

This thing has changed so dramatically, the whole situation, 

since I gave you the picture --

Since you sat in that chair. 

In that chair over there, and gave you what I thought 

were the circumstances, the potential problems, and the 

like, you have done nothing but try to get to the bottom 

of this, this thing, and , 

I think so. 

and,uh, uh --

Well, I said, "Write a report." But my purpose was to 

write a report, as I said, I want the Segretti matter, uh, 
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put the. Se.gret .t;t stuff in, put everything else in. 

Whether the White House .. -- what was the White House involve

ment? You know.. What do you say? How about one last 

thing: Colson. Uh, you don't think that they're going 

to get him into this, huh? 

I think, I think he has some technical problems -- post -

also. I don't know if he has any, if, uh -- to the best 

of my knowledge, he has no, had, had no advance knowledge 

of the thing. 

Right. I suppose the key there is Hunt, you know, the 

He was so close to Hunt. I just want to know about it 

just for my own benefit. I, as I told you last night, I, 

I don't want, I don't want 

Chuck has, 

to be in a position 

Chuck has, 

"What about Chuck Colson?" I want --

Chuck has sworn up and down to me --

I'm goin g to say you, John Dean, was Cols on i nvo lv ed? 
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I have no information that he was at all. 

Post? 

Technical problems. 

Those two things you mentioned last night. 

That and, uh, let's face it, there's other technical 

problems, but, you know --

Hm. Yeah. 

It's, uh, it's, uh, all the obstruction is technical stuff 

that mounts up. 

Yeah. Well, you take, for example, the clemency stuff. That's 

solely Mitchell, apparently, and Colson's talk with, uh, 

Bittman where he says, "I'll do everything I can because as 

a, as a friend -- " 

No, that was .with Ehrlichman. 

Huh? 

That was Ehrlichman. 

Ehrlichman with who? 

Ehrlichman and Colson and I sat up there, and Colson 

presented his story to Ehrlichman 
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I know. 

regarding it and, and then John gave Chuck very clear 

instructions on going back and telling him that it, 

you know, "Give him the inference he's got clemency but 

don't give him any commitment." 

No commitment? 

Right. 

Now that's all right. But first, if an individual, if 

it's no commitment I've got a right to sit here --

Take a fellow like Hunt or, uh, or, or a Cuban whose wife 

is sick and something -- that's what clemency's about. 

That's right. 

Correct? 

That's right. 

But, uh, but John specifically said, "No commitment," 

did he? He --

Yeah. 

No commitment. Then, then Colson then went on to, 

apparently --

I don't know how Colson delivered it, uh, 
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Apparently to Bittman --

for --

Bittman. Is that your understanding? 

Yes, but I don't know what his, you know, specific --

Where did this business of the Christmas thing get 

out, John? What the hell was that? 

Well, that's, a, that's a --

That must have been Mitchetll, huh? 

No, that was Chuck, again. I think that, uh --

That they all, that they'd all be out by Christmas? 

No, I think he said something to the effect that 

Christmas is the time that clemency generally occurs. 

Oh, yeah. 

Uh --

Well, that doesn't -- I, l, I don't think that is going 

to hurt him. 

No. 

Do you? 
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No. 

"Clemency," he says -- One Iunintelligible] he's 

a friend of Hunt's. I'm just trying to put the best 

face on it. If it's the wrong -- if it is -- I've 

got to know. 

Well, one, one of the things I think you have to be 

very careful, and this is why Petersen will be very good, 

is, if you take a set of facts and let the prosecutors 

who have no -- they'll be making, making no PR judgments. 

Yeah. 

But they'll give you the raw facts as they relate to the 

law, uh, and it's later you've got to decide, you know, 

what public face will be put on it. In other words, 

they'll -- If their --

Oh, I understand. 

It's going to come out in court, you know --

You can help on that, John. 

Yes sir. 

You know that --

Uh., wherever I may be, I'll be available to help on that. 

Well, I hope you're right. You think you testify when? 

Well, Petersen will decide that, I guess. 
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Yeah. 

Do you want me to say anything to him about it? 

No. 

[Unintelligible] that [unintelligible] lawyers. 

Well, I think my lawyers and, and the U. S. Attorney's 

Office ought to continue to work in --

Yeah, I'm having him report to me daily now, 

Right. 

which I judge that I should do. And, uh, so all that I'll 

say is, I'm going to tell him that we had a talk today 

and I went over again the various materials. 

What would be the best thing in the world is if they 

decide that they've got nothing but technical cases 

against people at the White House and they chuck them 

all out. That's, uh, not impossible. 

Should I, should I help? 

No sir. 

Hah, hah. That's what they ought to hear. 
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It'd be a tough case for them to prove, John. 

Well, they may decide not -- I did -- not do it and then 

nothing, none of these things are even released. It 

could very well happen. 

Well, that's what I want. I mean, I -- Understand, the 

reason I have to have that is in case there's a break 

tonight. I don't want to have to call John Dean in and 

say, "Look, John, can I have it?" It looks like I was -

What the Christ am I doing. I, I've got to know because 

I do have some knowledge that there might be vulnera

bility. All that I am saying with this, as you know, 

[Clears throat] 

is that I have heard things from the U. S. Attorney, and 

from John Dean,and from my own people that indicate there 

could be a technical violation, that there could be, there 

could be obstru -- Under the circumstances, I feel that 

it's my duty to have your resignation in hand. Of course, 

the President always has a resignation. 

Well, uh --

How does that sound to you? 

That's right. The, the thing is the phrasing in the 

letter, uh, is important. 
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All right. 

You don't cause anybody, you know, problems with a 

fair trial. So that's why I'd like to --

Good, John. Well, that's right. I mean, that's -

understand, those are my dictations. I just [unintelligible] 

I understand. 

Only it's, only it's a form for you. And you, you work 

it out and work it out so that it would be one that could 

apply to you and then work out the -- and to, uh, Ehrlich

man, Haldeman, anybody else. 

Um huh. 

Just a form that I can give anybody. Strachan -- No, 

he's not going. 

Yes, he's gone. USIA. 

Well, that doesn't come to me does it? 

Well, the whole Executive Branch, is, huh --

No, well, no, I mean, 

No, it wouldn't come --

his resignation can be submitted to Keogh. 

That's right, Keogh. 

Well, I'll get his resignation. And I'tl tell -- I 

don't mean about 
/ 

I'll tell those guys that he, uh 
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I would have -- I don't think you ought to tell 

Strachan. I think --

No, no, no, no, no, no, no. Tell Keogh he ought to 

ask for the resignation. 

I think Bob ought to do that, though. 

Bob Haldeman? 

Uh huh. 

Good. I'll tell him; I'll tell Bob then to get them. 

That'll, that'll be Strachan and, uh, Magruder coming 

up. That'll be it. 

All right, sir. 

All right. That's your, your advice. Oh, also if you 

do have any random thoughts on, uh, how many more we 

could do on the presentation of this thing, sit over 

in your office and think of it, I mean, as to how to 

handle the --

Well, I want you to --

So that the President is in front, you know what I mean. 

I want, I want, I want to give you some, some notes on 

that, that I think will help. 
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Would you do that? 

Yes sir. I will. 

The record. Here's what I've done. Here's what I've 

done, and what you think the President ought to do and 

when -- you see what I mean? And then, if we have to 

use these things -- I pray to God we don't, 'cause you 

guys don't deserve it. You don't deserve it. 

Well, at least, the important thing is that it's not 

them, it's you. 

No, well, I know, maybe it isn't me personally, it's 

this place. 

Well, it's the Office, and, uh, the campaign office 

as well. 

All right. Remember, be back. 

All right, sir. 

I would, uh, I'd just, just, just hang tightly. 

I couldn't, I couldn't be, 

Hang tightly. 

I couldn't be more objective, Mr. President. And, you 
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know, I just have -- don't think I've lost my objec

tivity in this thing at all. 

What? 

I said, don't think I've lost my objectivity at 

all in this, 

Right. 

even though I'm right at the peak on it. All right, 

sir. 

Good enough. 
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The President talked with his Ass is tan t ,_ John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stepnc'fr ·B. · 
Bull. 

The President telephoned Staff Assistant Thomas Hart. The 
call was not complete<l. 

The President went to the first floor private dining room. 
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House Carl B. Albert (D-Oklahoma). 
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The President met with: 
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Hr. Ehrlichman 
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Treasurer of the Building and Construction Trades Department 
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The President went to the Cabinet Room in the Washington 
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The President grcetPd general presidents of union a·ffiliates 
comprising the Bui lding and Construction Trades 
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White House photographer, in/01,1t 

Th e Pres id ent motored from the lfashington Hilton Hotel to the 

So ut h G!·oun ds of the White House. 

The Pre sid ent returned to the Oval Office. 

The Pre s ident- met ,-,ith ~!r. Haldeman. 

The Pre si dent met with: 
Dr. John Xorris, retired Associate Me dical Director of 

Eas tman- f~odak and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

of Alcoholics Anonyreous (AA) 

Robert Hitchins, General Nanager of AA General Service 

Office 
Tom Pi k e, member cf the i{ation:il Advis;:;ry Council on 

Alcoholism 
Caspar\.' Weinberger, Secretary of HEW 

James H. Cavanaugh, Staff Assistant 

White Hou se photographer, in/out 
The President rec e ived the one millionth copy of the 

"Alcoholics Anonymous" book. 

The President me t with: 
Roy D. Hickman, President of Rotary International 

H. Richard Howard, Special Assistant 

h'hi te t!Ot.,Se nhotographer; in/ out 
Hr. Hi ckman D!'eseated the President \d th th.:! Paul Harris 

Fellow 1\ua r d in r ec ognition of the President's efforts to 

promote world understanding. 

Th e Pr eside nt met \,·i th his Press Secretary, Ronald L. Ziegler. 

TI1e President went to his office in the EOB. 

1~ e Pre side nt met with: 
llcnry i:. 'ct, ~r,:en, ,\s sist~nt Att,1rney General 

'.·Ir. Zi.,•gler 
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3:26 
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ACTIVITY 

Tile President requested that Nr. Zi.egler join him. 

The . President talked with Mr. Ziegler. 

TI1e President met with: 
}lr. Ehrlichman 
Hr. Zieg,ler 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with Nr. Bull. 

The President met with Nr. Dean. 

The Presider, t talked with his <laughter, Julie. 

The President met ~.;ith: 
William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Hr. Ziegler 

The President and Secretary Rogers went to West Executive 
Avenue. 

The President and Secretary Rogers motored fror.i West fa:ecutive 
Avenue to Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President went boating on the Segu~i_<! with Secretary 
Rogers. 

The President and Secretary Rogers had dinner on board. 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President motored from the Washington Navy Yard to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The Pres i.dent telephoned }!r. Ehrlichman. The call was not 
completed. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

Tile President rctu::n ed to the second floor Residence. 

9:27 9,49 ll u 111c President t:il'.~c'd ,~ith Mr. r'.hrlichman. 

~-----l ____ -- Cl>/S :·f/.Jll --- --- ·-·~--------------------------' 

-· ' v 
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61, 2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF flHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIP'F OF APRIL 16, 1973, 10:50-11:04 A.M. MEETING 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 16, 1973, 10:50 a.m. to . 11:04 a.m. 

On April 16, 1973 the President met with H. R. Haldeman and John 

Ehrlichman in the Oval Office from 10:50 to 11:04 a.m. Haldeman 

began the discussion by saying, "The scenario worked out pretty 

well." The President said to Ehrlichman, "i:T]his is quite the 

operator." He said that they (presumably the President and Dean) 

first talked about the work Dean had done before this began, that 

he told Dean that it was national security work, and that Dean said 

he considered it so. The President said hE~ asked Dean if he had 

told anybody about it. The President stated that Dean said he had 

not and that he didn't intend to say anything more than he needed 

to say in answering questions with regard to this matter, or 

comment on any conversation he had had with the President. The 

President said, "So far as he is concerned, that operati.on will 

not be discussed. Of course, the problem I suppose is as far as 

others are concerned or were involved." If they did, the President 

said to Ehrlichman, "I would play it straight out. Damn it, of 

course, we do this." (p. 1) 

Ehrlichman said he had been thinking about it and that if he 

ever got a question like that at the Grand Jury, he would tell 

the U.S. Attorney that it was under executive privilege, that since 

it was a national security matter he could not answer, that he would 

refer it to the President for his decision as to whether he should 

answer, but that he was in no position ta respond. Ehrlichman said 
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TRANSCRIP'I' OF APRI~16 1 1973 1 10:50.,.11:04 A.M. MEETING 

"4 
that if the matter were referred to the judge he would tell him 

that the procedure is to refer the question to the President for 

his personal review, and that he would ask for an opportunity for 

that to be done, The President said, "I can see you being asked 

the question, 11 and Ehrlichman said that he thought that was right, 

but that was the process he would have to follow. (pp. 1-2) 

The President said that he told Dean he would like to have that 

letter and Dean asked, "What about Haldeman and Erhlichman? 11 The 

President said he told Dean they had already told the President 

they would resign, but that naturally nobody was going to resign 

until the President got better information and satisfied himself 

with Petersen. The President said Dean then asked if he could 

prepare the letters so that in the event he had to go to trial they 

wouldn't prejudice him, and the President said he told him to 

prepare what he thought his letter of resignation should be. The 

President reiterated that he told Dean that he had Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman's letters of resignation in hand anytime he needed them. 

Ehrlichman said, "That's fine. 11 (p. 3) 

Haldeman asked if Dean gave the President any indication how 

he was going to plead. The President replied that Dean said his 

lawyers had to work that out, but that his lawyers thought his 

possible criminal liability was limited and hard to prove. The 

President said Dean's lawyers had told Dean that the Justice 

- 2 -
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TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 16, 1973, 10:50-11:04 A.M. MEETING 

rf 

Department could well come out without any indict ments against anyone 

on the White House staff. (pp. 3-4) 

The President said he asked about Colson, and Dean said there were 

three areas. The President said he mentioned Bittman, and the call 

to Runt. Haldeman said, "The call to Magruder." The President replied, 

"Oh yes. Call to Magruder, bu t that's previous." The President sai d 

he "hit him hard" and asked whether the report on the call was true, 

and Dean said yes. (p. 4) 

Haldeman asked whether the government thought it was a hard case to 

prove, too. The President said, "As I told you today, Petersen said 

that the legal end is just terribly difficult. 11 Haldeman said, " It 

is our moral thing and the pressure. Basically it is a PR job. " The 

President said they had to decide this, and decide it in terms of many 

things. He said, "But, I, at least, felt a little better about it than I 

did last night." (pp. 4-5) 

The President asked Haldeman when the President was to see Rogers. 

He also asked how the scenario had worked out. Haldeman reported that 

it worked out very good. He began the scenario, saying, "You became 

aware sometime ago that this thing did not parse out the way it was 

supposed to and that there were some discrepancies between what you had 

been told by Dean in the report that there was nobody in the White 

House involved, which may still be true." The President said, "Inci

dentally, I don't think it will gain us anything by dumpin g on the 

Dean Report as such." (pp. 5-6) 

- 3 -
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Ehrlichman raised a point made by Ziegler that when Dean returned 

from Camp David and said he could not write a report, that was the 

tip off and the President started to move. (p. 6) 

The President asked, "How do I get credit for getting Magruder 

to the stand?" Ehrlichman replied, "Well it is very simple." 

Ehrlichman stated how Dean was replaced by Ehrlichman as the 

President's investigator. The President asked, ''Why did I take 

Dean off? Because he was involved? I did it, really, because he 

was involved with Gray." Haldeman said, "[T]he scenario is that he 

[Dean] couldn't write a report so obviously you had to take him 

off." The President agreed, "Right, right." Ehrlichman continued 

by telling the President how he had talked to several witnesses 

and how he kept feeding information to the President until the 

President saw the dimensions of this thing. Haldeman told the 

President "You brought Len Garment in." Ehrlichman said, "You 

began to move." (pp. 6-7) 

Ehrlichman said that the President decided to have Mitchell, 

Strachan and Magruder brought in. The President asked if he should 

say we brought them all in and Ehrlichman said "I don't think you 

can." Ehrlichman and Haldeman replied that they should not be 

named. Ehrlichman said, "But you should say, 'I heard enough that 

I was satisf;ied that it was time to precipitously move. I called 

the Attorney General over •.•• '" 

- 4 -

(1210) 



61.2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 16, 1973, 10:50-11:04 A.M. MEETING 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman discussed the timing of calls to the 

Attorney General and knowledge about Magruder's willingness to 

talk. Haldeman said Magruder was still agonizing over what he 

would do. Haldeman said that "the reason for the hurry up in the 

timing was that we learned that Hunt was going to testify on Monday 

afternoon." (pp. 8-9) 

They discussed at what time Ehrlichman talked to Kleindienst. 

The Preside:at said, "But my point is when did we decide to talk 

to Kleindienst? Before Magruder?" Ehrlichman replied, "Oh, yes. 

Remember, early in the morning I said I will see these two fellows 

but I've got to turn this over to the Attorney General." The 

President asked which two fellows he was going to , see, and Ehrlichman 

said Mitchell and Magruder. He said he tried to reach the Attorney 

General all day to give his report. The President asked whether 

he should release the report. Ehrlichman said that the report 

was seven or eight pages plus the notes of interviews. (p. 10) 

Haldeman said that then Magruder came over and others were called 

in. Haldeman said then the President met with the Attorney General, 

the Prosecutor and the Head of the Criminal Division on Sunday. 

The President said he had met Kleindienst on Sunday at 1:00 p.m., 

and then at 4:00 p.m. and then met with Dean, Ehrlichman and Haldeman 

and that he had t h ree telephone conversations with Henry Petersen 

that night. (pp. 10-11) 

- 5 -
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62. On April 16, 1973 from 12:00 to 12:31 p.m. the President met 

with H. R. Haldeman. There was a discussion of what Haldeman might 

state publicly about his involvement in the transfer of cash from the 

White House to CRP. 

In response tc• the COtllDlittee' s subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of' the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

Page 

62.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 16, 1973, 
Exhibit 21, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••••• 1214 

62.2 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
between the President and H.R. Haldeman, 
April 16, 1973, 12:00 - 12:31 p.m •••••••••••••••••••• 1217 
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P The President tal~·~ed with hi s Ass is tant, Ii. R. H(llde~u:1n. 

p 

p 

p 

, I 

( --ti, 
.: _ _ l-'./ ... 

The Pres idcnt talked with his Ass is tail t, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. 
Bull. 

The President telephoned Staff Assistant Thomas Hart. The 
call was not comple~erl. 

The President went to the first floor private dining room. 

The President held a breakfast meeting with Speaker of the 
House Carl B. Albert (D-Oklahom.'.l). 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with: 
~Ir. Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President, accompanied by Secretary of Labor Peter J. 
Brennan, went to the South Grounds of the White House. 

The President and Secretary Brennan motored from the South 
Grounds of the White House to the lfashington Hilton Hotel. 

The President was greeted b~, Robert A. Georgine, Secretary
Treasurer of the Building .and Construction Trades Department 
of the AFL-CIO. 

The Pr e sident went to the Cabinet Room in the lfashington 
Hilton. He was acc o~panicd by: 

Secretar v Brcilnan 
~Ir. Georgine 

Tl1e Pr cs i clc nt gr~ c t0 d gene r a l pr ~si J~nts of union 3ffiliates 
cornp ri s i: :g r .. il e '.',u -~.11..! i.:~~ :::1J c..,:, s truc:it: .. ,: 1 Tr :!~l i::-s ~t\.,.~' :t rtri.c>nt 
of t ill~ AFL-Cf O . Fv L- :1 li~t L1l ~1t t c.n ,_il-~1.."~, sr..~0: .-\1'i' F.:~:1l.X "A." 
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Co ns tru ct[-..1: 1 T r-2des Dc·p.:trtu cn t of th~ ..\FL-CI O. Fo r a 

list o f h c nd t a;Jle. gues ts , s ec A.PPE\DIX 11 B. 11 

:·.femb c rs of th e pr es s, in/out 

l~1ite llou s 2 ph o togr a pl1er, in/out 

Th e Pr e side n t returned to his limousine. Ile i-·a s acconpanied b y : 

Secretary Brennan 
:,,r. Geor g i ne 
\•:'ilite Hom;2 photographer, in/out 

Th e Pr esi dent mot o red fror.i the l·'.ashington Hilton Hotel to the 

South Grounds of the t-n1i te House. 

The Pr e sident returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met 1-1ith :!r. Haldeman. 

The President met with: 
Dr. John ~orris, retired Associate Hedical Director of 

Eas tn a n-f:oda k and Chai rr.ian of the Board of Trustees 

of Alc oholics Anonyrr:ous (AA.) 

Rob e rt Hitchins, General Manager of AA General Service 

Office 
Tom Pike, member of the 1-.:ational Advis:::ry Council on 

Alcoholism 
Caspar \·!. \·!einberger, Secretary of HEW 

Jar.ies H. Ca vanaugh, Staff Assistant 

\{nit e Hou s e photographer, in/out 

The President received the one millionth copy of the 

"Alcoh o lics Anonymous" ·book. 

The President met 1-1ith: 
Roy D. Hi cl: 8.'.ln, President of Rotary International 

W. Ri chard Howa rd, Special Assistant 

h~"li tc !fot: ·.:;-2 ·1:1t)t og :-~p hcr, in / out 

Nr. Hickr: 1~1r1 })~c s:-2:1 :e el th 0 Pre s iJ e~1 t t-: i th th e::! Paul Harris 

Fell ow .-\t:~-~r d i :~ r cco~ n i t i on o f ::h~ Pi;-e.s idcn t 's e f forts to 

promote h'o rld u ::<ler s tancling .. 

Th e Pr 0s ide nt me!: 1.-:it i1 ~1is Pre ss Secre t a r y , Ru:'!.:tld L. Zie gler. 
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.V 11\'ITY 

The President rc:::p..1cstcd thc:rt ~ir. Zi.c~:;ler joi:i him. 

The Presi.clent tc1lked with ;!r. Ziegler. 

TI1e President raet with: 
:-!r. Ehrlichman 
:-[r. Ziegler 

The President talked with his Counsel, John~. Dean III. 

The President met with Nr. Bull. 

The President met with Hr. Dean. 

The Preside::-,t talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President met with: 
\-Jilli am P, Rogers, Secretary of State 
Hr. Ziegler 

The President and Secretary R,,gers went to h'est Executive 
Avenue. 

The President and Secretary Rogers motored fron West Executive 
Avenue to Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President went boating on the ~~i_':! with Secretary 
Rogers. 

The President and Secretary Rogers had dinner on board. 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington ~:avy Yard. 

The President motored from the Washington Navy Yard to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to his office in the EOE. 

. The Pres i.dcnt celepluned :-!r. E:1rlichl'lan. Tr,e call "as not. 
completed. 

The President ta lkt:-d with ~lr.. Pe t2rscn. 

'I'' \l)l 

(',ic:·::_jl) 

. -----··------------------------ ______ _J 
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62. 2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUWI.ARY OF r.lHITE HOUSE EDITED 

TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 16, 1973, 12:00-12:31 P.M. MEETING 

SUMMARY OF EDITED WHITE HOUSE TRA.~SCRIPT 

April 16, 1973, 12:00 to 12:31 p.ffi. 

The President met with H.R. Haldeman in the Oval Office on April 16, 1973, 

from 12:00 to 12:31 p.m. The transcript is prefaced with the notation 

"Material unrelated to Presidential actions deleted." 

The President said, "Now we got a plan on how we stage this damn thing in 

the first stages. Ron's got it all worked out. We've gone over, and then 

he's got the use of this Advisory Group and--. ll The President asked, "What 

does this amount to Bob?" Haldeman discussed the 11invariables 11 of the Presi-

dent acting before or after the Magruder story came out. Haldeman said the 

President must establish his position and what he has done, "and the scenario 

works pretty well on that." Haldeman presented a "scenario" from which the 

President could " run your backgrounder, tell your story." Haldeman said that 

when the case broke the President could say he got in to this and this was 

what he had done. He said it had led, as they fully expected it would, to 

the next major step. iialdeman said that Petersen could then disclose that 

Magruder had given the prosecutors a full report of what transpired and that 

allegations against others were being pursued, but that he would not discuss 

the matter further because of the potential danger of jeopardizing the rights 

of others. (pp. 1-2) 

Haldeman informed the President of Garment's belief that "you are in pos

session of knowledge that you cannot be in possession of without acting on." 

Haldeman said Garment's recommendation was that the President should cut cleanly 

by removing Haldeman and probably Ehrlichman. Haldeman said Garment proposed 

(1217) 
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TRANSCRIP.f OF APRIL 16 1 1973 1 12:00~12:31 P.M. MEETING · , 

that Haldeman put out the details about the $350,000 fund, and its transfer. 

Haldeman said he could say that he acted at all times at the instigation of and 

through John Dean, and Dean never told Haldeman that his activity was i.I:lproper 

or illegal. (pp. 2-4) 

The President e~:pressed concern whether Dean gets off and gets on "o t her 

things." The President said, "I don't want him -- he is in possession of 

knowledge about things that happened before this. I told him that was all 

[n]ational [s]ecurity." (p. 4) 

Haldeman referred to Garment's case that "we have to look at this in terms 

of the President and the Presidency." Haldeman said that Ehrlichman and Ziegler 

thought the President should not see Garment; just relay a message that the 

President is "moving and what he wants done is in the process of being done." 

(p. 4) 

Haldeman said he could be the first to resign and tell his story publicly. 

"Not to the jury, but do it publicly in some fashion and tell the whole story, 

all the details." Haldeman said Garment thought that he "can bring something 

like that off,"but Garment didn't think that Ehrlichman could. " ••• therefore 

you've got to cover up and try to hold Ehrlichman in but if you get a problem 

you will just have to let him go." The President responded that he did not know 

what there was on Ehrlichman. The President said he thought that "Dean, frankly, 

is more inclined to giveEhrlichman a screwing than anybody else." Haldeman 

said that if Colson got hung up anywhere, he would "go on Ehrlichman" and not 

Haldeman, "because I didn't work with him on any of that stuff. John did." 

(pp. 5-6) 

-2-
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TRANSCRIPI' OF APRIL 161 1973 1 12:00-12:31 P.M. MEETING 

After discussing the source and nature of Garment's information, Haldeman 

returned to th e potential problems of the transfer of the $350,000 to CRP. 

Haldeman said that it would be a hard case for anyone to believe that the 

funds were not to keep the defendants quiet. The President inquired about the 

anal ys is of the -:;,roposed Haldeman sce:1ario . Haldeman said tl:,.at Ziegler adw.itted 

being biased, but that he was opposed to the idea. (pp. 7-8) 

They discussed Rogers' meeting with the President that afte _rnoon. Haldeman 

said Rogers did not know all the facts. The President asked Haldeman to give 

Rogers the facts "cold turkey," and "point out that it is my view, and others, 

that this is a damn arguable, danm hard, case." (p. 8) 

The President asked if Garment knew "about Magruder and the rest." Haldeman 

answered that Garment had the same information that Ehrlichman did. The President 

said that he thought he knew everything Garment would tell him. Haldeman said, 

"Oh, yeah," and the President continued, "[H]ell you know, we talked about this a 

week ago. You know how you handle it." The President asked if Ziegler thought, 

leaving out the PR, that they "should try to tough it through? I am going to 

ask Rogers that, frankly." Haldeman replied that Ziegler would say "wait and 

see," and that Haldeman would be tarnished. HaldEiman said he did not believe it, 

but he would say that he was "tarnished to the point where I can't be useful," 

if the President so desired. (pp. 9-10) 

They discussed when and whether the President should see Garment. The 

President said that Ziegler should have Garment write out his thoughts. The 

President asked if Kissinger had been filled in. Haldeman said that Garment 

had met with Haig and Kissinger. The President responded, " ••• [W]hat the hell did 

they do that for?" Haldeman said, "On the basis that he thought there was a real 
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danger and threat to the Presidency and that 

"Maybe I don't want a memo from him first. 

II The President replied, 

Maybe he just better do it 

orally." Haldeman said a memo might cause problems because the secretaries 

would have to write it up. (pp. 10-12) 

Haldeman expressed hope that Rogers could "stay cool and sort of above 

it." The President interjected, "All the concerned people. If we could get 

a feel. I just have a horrible feeling we may react." They discussed the pos

sibility that th~y were over-dramatizing the situation. The President said 

he wanted Garment in on the legal side, but he did not want to have him re

acting to the problems of each day. The President asked, "Am I right that we 

have got to do some~hing to restore the credibility of the Presidency," 

Haldeman replied, "Of course you know.the credibility gap in the old days. 

Len is the panic button type. If we had reacted in Garment's way in other 

things, we wouldn't be where we are. That doesn't mean he isn't right this 

time, incidentally." The President said that Haldeman and also Ehrlichman, 

"because he has made a study," should meet with Rogers. (pp. 12-14) 

Haldeman said that Ehrlichman told him that he should not do anything with

out his lawyers. The President agreed. The President said Petersen had advised 

him that Ehrlichman and Haldeman soon would be called before th~ Grand Jury. 

"Under the circumstances," the President said, "I could not advise you with my 

limited knowledge of the law. I could not advise anybody to make a statement 

Because, basically, when you get in there they are going to question you 

on your damn statement~" Haldeman said that whatever he said in his public 

statement would be exactly what he said in the grand jury. The President said, 

"Hnevertheless, I wouldn't give them that opportunity." (pp. 14-15) 

-4-
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The conversation closed with a discussion of Garment's suggestion that 

the President needed to make a bold, dramatic move, and Kissinger's proposal 

that the President go on television. The President said that Watergate was 

"not that big" in the country~ "just a little bit in the evening news." I.t 

would be a big story for a couple or three weeks, he said. Haldeman agreed, 

and the President ::oncluded, "But it is not going to be at the moment. We 

are going to have one hell of a time." (p. 15) 

35-904 0 - 74 - pt. 3 -- 10 
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63. On April 16, 1973 from 1:39 to 3:25 p.m. the President met with 

Henry Petersen. Ronald Ziegler was also present from 2:25 to 2:52 p.m. 

During this meeting Petersen gave the President a report on the investi

gation and a written memorandum summarizing the prosecutors' evidence as 

of that time implicating Haldeman and Ehrlichman. There was discussion 

of whether the President should ask Haldeman and Ebrlichman to resign. 

In respo1l8e to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversati~~, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A sU111Dary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

Page 
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3634 

Mr. PETERSK:\'. The President asked me to reduce to writing ,Yhat I 
said to him about those two, Haldeman and Ehrlichman, and I did 
that and g-ave it to him on April 16. 

l\Ir. Tumrpsox. And that is the same thing that you ha\·e before yon 
right now? 

Mr. PETERs1-:x. Yes,sir. 
Mr. Tno:\n,soN. ·would there be an objection to making that a part 

of our record? 
Mr. PETERSEN. No, sir. 
Mr. THo:\rPsox. If we could at a subsequent time make a copy of 

that, unless you have an extra copy. 
Mr. PETERSE:S-. I do not know whether I have an extra copy, l\Ir. 

Thompson, but I will he happy to give this to you and you girn me a 
copy hack. That will satisfy me. 

Mr. Tuo~rrso~. "\Vould that he agreeable ,vith the chairman? 

LJ Senator ERVIN. All right. Let tne record show the notes identified 
y l\Ir. Petersen will b. e appropriately marked as exhibits an. d admitted 
nto the record as such. 

fThe document referred to was marked exhibit Xo. Hi.*) 
~fr. Tno)rrsox. All right, :Mr. Petersen. So essentiall.v. to go into a 

little bit more detail-you have touched on thig.:_one \\11ite House 
member, Mr. Dean, was telling some verv significant and dire things 
about two other ·white House members, :Mr. Haldeman and )Ir. Ehr
lichman. "\Vhat was the President's reaction to this situation? Did he 
express a particular belief or disbelief in any version or any individual 
or how did he eYaluate the posture of those? 

Mr. Pt:TERSEX. I think it is fair to say he was kind of upset about 
Dean. He said that when he first learned about this that there were 
more problems in store for him than he had anticipated on )farch 21 
and he had asked John Dean to reduce tlwse to writin~ and sent him 
up to Camp David to do so and apparently Dean was uiiable to reduce 
them to writing and the P:·esident commented, I suppose because of his 
involvement, and he wns concerned that perhaps Dean was trvin~ to 
lighten the load on himself b,v impeaching Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
and the question in the forefront of his mind was the rnlidity of the 
Dean information. That ,ms the importance of )[agruder's informa
tion and the possibility of Strachan coming through as a corroborating 
witness. 

Mr. THm1psox. Did he say precisely what Denn had told him on 
l\farch 21? 

Mr. PETERSEX. Xo. sir: he did not. 
Indeed, he said that he told Dean to go up and write a report and 

he never got such a report and Dean was unable to write it. 
Mr. TmB1PSON. How did you phrase it a moment ago l "\Yhat.did he 

say about the 21st? 
·~[r. PETERSEX. He had first leanwd that-the words are mine. not 

the President's. HP first learned that there were more significant 
problems than he had anti<'ipated on )larch 21. 

Mr. Tmnn,sox. Did lw indicate that on )Iarch 21 lw had learned 
what yon w£•re telling- him? 

Mr. PF.TEHSF.X. Xo. sir: he did not. "That he did snggPst was that 
after J)pan had failed to 1n·o,·ide him this r<'port, he hrul'told Ehrlieh-
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3875 

EXHIBIT NO. 147 

April 16, 1973 

John Ehl~lichlnan 

We have no other information as of this time except 
the follo,,1ing items: 

1. That Ehrlichman in the period immediately following 
the breakin told John Dean to "deep six" ce:r:tain information 
recovered by rean from HUnt•s office. 

2. That Bhrlichman thx·ough Dean informed Liddy that 
HUnt should leave the country. HUnt corroborates this in that 
he testified before the errand jury that .Liddy tolcff him that 
hb, Li.ddy.'s, principals, wanted Hunt out of the country. 
Hunt states that as he was preparing to leave, he was called 
aqaln by Liddy and informed by Liddy that Liddy's principals 
had counte~rnanded the order. Hunt further states that not
withstanding he then departed for California. 

With respect to Item One you will recall that I told you 
that nean had on one occasion indicated to me that he had given 
certain non-water1ate information recovered from HUnt's office 
to Pat Gray personally. Sometime during the middle of March, 
I had occasion to consider thi,s matter and I asked Pat c:ray. 
Gray told me on that occasion that he had received no information 
from John ~ean other than that which was given to the agents. 

Today I again raised th1~ matter with Pat Gray and told him 
eoecifi.cally what Dean had stal::ed to the prosecutore who are 
debriefing him. Gray emphatically denied that he had ever received 
a~ information from HUnt's office from John Dean. Gray states 
that all the information and rE!cords recovered from Hunt's office 
were received by agents of the FBI in the normal course of 
business. 

Bob Haldeman 

With res,:,ect to Bob Haldeman's alleged involvement in 
the Watergate nean states that in December of 71 or early parts 
of January 1972 there were a se·ries of meetings, three in 
number, with John Mitchell whic·h took place in Mitchell 'a office. 
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3876 

- 2 -

Present were Liddy, Magruder, Dean and Mitchell. At each of 
these meetinqs the Liddy operation was discussed. 'l'he purpose 
beinq to obtain information about Democratic presidential 
contenders. On the first two occasions Mitchell refused to 
authorize the budqet proposals. 'l'he first bcinrr $1,000,000 
and the second $500,000. On··tho third occasion Mitchell 
approved the reduced budget of $300,-0on. The operation was 
described as ,.gemstone." Magruder says the budget information 
was given to Strachan. Magruder also says that information 
~iven to Strachan was for delivery to Haldeman. Maqruder is not 
in a position to say that Strachan actually delivered the 
information. 

Dean states that a~er the second roeetinq with Mitchell, 
Liddy and Maqruder, he returned to the W'hite House and relayed 
to Bob Haldeona:n the nature of the proposals beinrr discussed 
and stated that we ouqht not to have any part of them. Dean 
states Halde!!!an aqreed but apparently no one issued any 
instructions that this surveillance proqram was to be dis
continued. 

Magruder further states that he caused to be delivered 
to Strachan for transmittal to Haldeman a summary of the 
intercepted conversation. Again Magruder is not in a position.,. 
to say that Strachan actually delivered the information to 
Haldeman. Magruder does say that the nature of the information 
was such that it was clear that it emanated from intercepted 
telephone conversations. 

Strachan 

Strac}:tan appeared at the u. s. Attorney's office was 
into:nfted ot his rights and mbt:iiutit waa questioned by the 
prosecutors con~lerningflthe Haldeman allegation. Pespite 
considerable fencing Strachan refused to discuss the matter 
and he was excused by the prosecutors with instructions to 
obtain legal counsel and feturn this afternoon. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

I 

9 

10 

11 

12 

21 

Q I take it you nev~r did have a substantive discus-

sion about what it was Hunt could r4::veal1_ 

A 

Q 

No. 

Did there co~e a time when the President requested 

that you put in writing the substance of the investigation 

up to any l'articular point? 

Well, there were two occasions. First, on April 

15th. after we gave him the . oral statement;. he asked iqe to 

put that in writing so that he would be certain of it. That, 

I did. That very brief statement bas previously been .made 

available to you. 

At or about that time, maybe latei · in the week, 

13 he asked for a fy,11 exposition. Having got into it this far, 

14 he felt he needed all the inforc:at:ion, and ..I said I would 

15 undertake to to try to do that. 

16 I did go through the inforc:ation oµt it was deter .-

17 mined that anything above and beyond that which I'd already 

18 given him was Gcand Jury matter and, there~ore, was not: to 

19 be divulged. 

20 On that score, I should_say that that came.up. as 

21 I recall, in the April 15th meeting, if I'm · not mistaken. 

22 It was the President -- in the course of the President asking 

23 to be kept infon:ied of these things, that he pointed out 

24 that he didn't expect to · get Grand .Jury information and we,, 

. 25 of co;.irse, agreed to that. Which I thou~ht was fortunate 

DV 
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·ov 
I 22 

1 I because I'm not all certain that as President he's not en-

2 I titled to Grand Jury information fron Government attorneys, 

3 if it's distributed in the co~rse of their duties. 

4 

_s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

·10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q In any ~vent, I take it you got back to the Presi-

dent and told him that you could not provide him a oore de

tailed report? 

A That's correct, I did, and he accepted that. There 

was no discussion, argument., rancour, indignatJ.on, anything 

else -- and I gave him that "no" with son:e trepidation, I 

don't mind saying. 

Q Now, aside from a detailed written report, did you 

·provide all infon:iation to hm, from tiJ::e to 'time, about the 

progress of the investigatio~ or the possibility of-~ 

A From time to time, but it was very general, in the 

two weeks. For example, when he called abou;:_,the i.I.::::u.."lity 

thing, he said> "Well, what else is new?" And I told hii:1 

about the John Dean statement with respect to the Fielding 

break-in. 

On another occasion, Ittold him about the conflict 

between Strachan and Magruder and we were trying to resolve 

it and, if Strachan developed into a witness. then we would 

have a prima fa~ie case against Haldeman. 

But it wc:ts in the context: of ,~hat I describe as 

ultimate rather than evidentiary fact. 

Q Was there sane discussion about the scheduling of 

D\' 
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I>,\ H: I ~fo., DAy, Yr.) 

APR ff. 16, 1973 

~ !--

(fZ 

('(\IE DAY 

12:08 a.m. MONDAY 

ACTIVITY 

The President talked with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman. 

President talked with his Ass is tan t, John D. Ehrlichman. 

President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. 

The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

Bull. 

President telephoned Staff Assistant Thomas Hart. The 
call was not completen. 

President went to the first floor private dining room. 

President held a breakfast meeting with Speaker of the 
House Carl B. Albert (D-Oklahoma). 

President went to the Oval Office. 

President met with: 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

President, accompanied by Secretary of Labor Peter J. 
Brennan, went to the South Grounds of the White House. 

President and Secretary Brennan motored from the South 
Grounds of the White House to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The President was greeted by Robert A. Georgine, Secretary
Treasurer of the Building and Construction Trades Department 
of the AFL-CIO. 

The 

The 

President went to the Cabinet Room in the Washington 
Hilton. He was accompanied by: 

Secretary Brennan 
Mr. Georgine 

President greeted general presidents of union affiliates 
comprising the Build in~ and Construction Trades ·oepartment 
of the AFL-CIO. For a list of attendees, see APPEXDIX "A." 

/ ~1A,U...,i. ~ 11/.1,(_,, -,,/ '/ 7-71 
--·-- .. -- ·-· 
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,ttlTE HOUSE Pr.ESIDENT RIC!li\RD MIX01·!' S DAILY UII\RY 
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t------------------- --------- ---- ---------------- ---------
1'1 .\< ,: ll .\Y Ill t ,~;s 

T[!E \{HITE llOUSE 
h'i\Sil[XCTON, f).C. 

T(;\fF. 

In Out 

11:48 11:55 

11:57 

12:00 

12 : 31 

12:40 

12:58 

1:38 

1:39 
2:25 

12:31 

12:39 

12:57 

1:37 

3:25 
2:52 

Plif1~F. 
I' Pl.11td 

Ii, ~lH'i\'<:J 

1.n 1.D 

l J I If t ~-t. • . I ) 1). Y: J 

,\Pi '.i!. 16 , 19_7'\ 
Jf;\1( l'>,\Y 

ll:11 p.m. :!<•::D,\Y 

AC.Tl\'JTY 

Tho President addressed delegates attending the National 
Legisl at ive and 5afcty Conference of the Building and 
Construction Tr2 le s Department of the AFL-CIO. For a 
list of head ta',le guests, sec APPEXDIX "B." 

:-!embers of the press, in/out 
l~1ite House photographer, in/out 

The President retur,,ed to his limousine. He was accor.ipanied by: 
Secretary Brennan 
:•fr. Georgine 
\~1ite House ?hotographer, in/out 

The President motored from the Washington Hilton Hotel to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with ~!r. Haldeman. 

The President met 1-:ith: 
Dr. John ~orris, retired Associate Medical Director of 

Eastman-1:odak and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 

Robert Hitc;lins, General Manager of AA General Service 
Office 

Tom Pike, se.;1ber cf the National Advis:::ry Council on 
Alcoholism 

Caspar W. \·7einberger, Secretary of HEW 
James H. C3vanaugh, Staff Assistant 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President received the one millionth copy of the 
"Alcoholics Anonymous" book. 

The President met with: 
Roy D. Hicknan, President of Rotary International 
W. Richard Howard, Special Assistant 
White Hol!se nhotographer, in/out 

Mr. Hickman prese :1:::ed the President with the Paul H:irri,; 
Fellow Award in r cco?,nition of the President's efforts to 
promote world un<lerstanding. 

The President met ~1~1 his Press Secretary, Ronald L. Zie~l~r. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

111e President met ~,·i th: 
Henry E. ~'L!:~r~ ;Q n 7 

~tr. Ziegler 
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r~~,· 11U,AN 

l'IIONF. 

WE \..:!ITE HOUSE I h'.\Slil',C1W,, D C. 

TIMf. l' , f>l.t, <:t.l 

In 

2:19 

3:25 

3:27 
3:35 

4:04 

4:05 

4:07 

4 :!12 

4:55 
5 :45 

6:01 

6:01 

6:15 

7:20 

8:28 

8:32 

8:42 

8:45 

8:58 

9:24 

9:27 

Out 

3:26 

4:02 
4:04 

4:05 

4:06 

4:35 

4:43 

6:01 
6:01 

6:10 

8:28 

8:41 

9:14 

9:49 

R H.c;~cin:d 

p 

p 

p 

fo U) 

p 

p 

p 

R 

P[;[SIDGH RlClli,(<D nr:orr:5 Dl\!LY DIA:1Y 

1, .n r_ , ~-t-, .. ih y. Y ! • 

Al'I{IL i fJ, 1971 
11'.-!E J>.\Y 

A<.TIVJTY 

The President requested that l-!r. Ziegler join him. 

The. Presid .ent talked with Hr. Ziegler. 

The President met with: 
Nr. Ehrlichman 
Hr. Ziegler 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with Hr. Bull. 

The President met with Mr. Dean. 

The Preside::-,t talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President met with: 
Hilliam P. Rogers, S~cretary of State 
Hr. Z.iegler 

The President and Secretary Rogers went to West Executive 
Avenue. 

The President and Secretary Rogers motored fron West Executive 
Avenue to Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President went boating on the Sequ<?_~~ with Secretary 
Rogers. 

The President and Secretary Rogers had dinner on board. 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President motored from the Washington Navy Yard to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

·The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President telephoned Mr. Ehrlichman. The call was not 
completed. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen, 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

Tiw President talked with Mr .• Ehrlichman. 

- , \ 

·: 1._... J ! 
Cl>/S~I/ JD 
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SUMMARY OF.WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 16, 1973 1 1:39 p.m. to 3:25 p.m. 

On April 16, 1973 the President met in his EOB office with 

Henry Petersen between 1:39 p,m, and 3:25 p.m. The President opened 

the discussion by saying that he had three questions for Petersen be.

fore Petersen gave him whatever he had, He asked Petersen's reaction 

to the following: "I (inaudible) Dean, first Magruder, with the infor

mation that I know, it seems to me that I've got to tell the (inaudible) 

something about that I s been done (inaudible) where it would be worse." 

The President said, "We got- to be sure that when people ask us later 

that we didn't -- these people that are out (inaudible)." (p. 2) 

The President asked Petersen if that would affect his case at 

all, and Petersen replied that he would like that not to be done "until 

we conclude the (inaudible)." Petersen told the President that they 

were trying to get the pleasdown, but his (apparently Magruder's) lawyers 

were reluctant on two grounds. The first, said Petersen, was whether 

Judge Sirica was "just going to lower the boom on him, , • [a]nd clap 

him in jail immediately," so they would have to see Judge Sirica to 

request that he not be jailed before the others against whom he had 

testified went to jail. The President asked, "Like Mitchell and (inaudible) 

•• , LaRue," and Petersen said, "Yes." Secondly, Petersen told the 

President, his lawyers were most concerned about what action the Ervin 
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CollDllittee would take, and Petersen had given instructions that his 

lawyers be told that Petersen would talk to Senator Ervin. Petersen 

said that he thought they could make very persuasive arguments on fair 

trial and free press grounds with a potential witness who was pleading 

guilty. (pp. 2-3) 

The President asked about the others, and said, "I think you'd 

have a hell of a problem on -- like getting a fair trial for Mitchell 

on this ••• in case the Ervin Committee moves forward." Petersen said _ 

he proposed to ask Senator Ervin to hold up, and the President said, "He 

won't agree with it." If he didn't agree, Petersen said, "we'll just 

have to go our ·separate course." The President asked Petersen if it was 

possible to try to enjoin the Committee. Petersen replied he did not 

think so, that Judge Sirica had instructed "all those people" to cooper

ate with the Senate Select Colllllittee, and that if an injunction action 

were filed they would have another constitutional confrontation between 

the judiciary and the collDllittee. The President said Petersen had to 

tell Senator Ervin that his continued investigation would jeopardize the 

rights of defendants and the possibiliti1:!s of prosecution• .• of a case 

of a Mitchell." The President said that, if he were Mitchell's attorney, 

he would raise holy hell about that and he thought Mitchell's attorney 

would. Petersen agreed and told the Pre1;ident about the Delaney case, 

in which a conviction was reversed because of prejudicial publicity 

when a congressional collDllittee did not hold off. (pp. 4-6) 

The second thing, the President told Petersen, was that Petersen 

should understand that he was to talk onl y to the President and not to 

anyone else on the White House staff. The President said, "I am acting 
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counsel and everything else." The only other person Petersen might 

talk to would be Dick Moore. If the President found that there was 

something he wanted to get to Petersen but was tied up, he might ask 

Moore to do it, the President said, and he asked Petersen if that was 

all right with him. Petersen said there was one reservation, and the 

President asked, "He might tell somebody else?" Petersen said no, that 

Dick Moore's name had been mentioned, apparently by one of the prose

cutors, and he would have to ask them why, because they should not know 

Moore. The President replied that Petersen "better keep it with me 

then" because "I need caution -- I don't want to -- I don't want any 

questions raised on this." (pp. 6-8) 

The President then asked Petersen if it was correct that 

Petersen did "not want Magruder's (inaudible) to have him canned today." 

The President said that he had told Petersen that Magruder had to go, 

and he asked whether it might jeopardize Petersen's chance to plea 

bargain. Petersen said that was the case and indicated that they were 

concerned about 11pu11Iing] the string too tight on him before these 

other things are tied down. 11 (p. 8) 

The President said that he had seen Dean that morning and told 

him that he had to have Dean's resignation in hand. Dean was writing his 

resignation and he would get it later in the day, the President said. The 

President told Petersen that he had to have Dean's resignation and obviously 

Dean could not continue as counsel. He asked Petersen if he had any prob

lems with that. Petersen said no, that was one of the reasons that he 

wanted the President to see Dean, and what the President did between him

self and Dean was "something else'' than what the prosecutor did. He 
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indicated to the President that the prosecution could not be in the 

position of "requesting you ••• to can Dean as a pressure tactic," 

but said that he had no objection to the President reaching an agree

ment. {pp. 9-10) 

The President said that he ha d a different impression of 

Petersen's position from their talk the preceding night, and Petersen 

said that he needed a lot more to recommend to the President that Dean 

be canned. The President asked Petersen to put himself in the Presi

dent's position and consider whether the President should allow Dean 

to have his resignation become effective after he made his deal with 

the prosecution, as Dean wanted, but as a prosecutor he would do some

thing different. Petersen said that as President he would take his 

resignation. He told the President, "IF]rom your point of view I don't 

think you can sit on it. I think we have the information under control 

but that's a dangerous thing to say in this city." If the information 

came out, Petersen said, the President should have Dean's resignation 

and it should be effective. (pp. 10-11) 

The President ar1d Petersen disc.ussed whether the information 

should be announced by the President or the Department of Justice and 

the President said he could say the case has been broken . {pp. 11-12) 

The President said that he had "to be able to say this," and 

Petersen replied that they had no objection. The President asked Petersen 

when he could say it, and Petersen said they wanted to tie it to the 

Magruder plea. The Presi dent said that he had to say it before Magruder 

pleaded, and that "you and I don't want the Washington Post to break it, 11 
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After all, the President sai.d, "we have broken this," and "demonstrated 

that the judicial system does work," although sometimes it takes time. 

The President told Petersen that he couldn't have Magruder go into open 

court "and then I come in laying (inaudible) out of this and that the 

other thing." The President told Petersen that what he had in mind was 

that he would go out with Petersen, perhaps that day, and answer any 

questions. The need, the President said, was "to show that the Presi

dent takes the initiative." (pp. 12-14) 

Petersen agreed, but said his hesitancy was that if it served 

to put them out in front and served also to cause cooperating witnesses 

to withdraw their cooperation, it would be counter-productive. Petersen 

said that with Dean and Magruder, the prosecution had two potential 

witnesses who could tie it down, only one of whom had agreed to be a 

witness. (p. 14) 

The President suggested that Petersen appeared to have mixed 

emotions and to feel very strongly about the President's getting Dean's 

resignation that day, which might affect the effort to tie it down. 

Petersen affirmed this, but said that he had no objection to the Presi

dent's taking Dean's resignation immediately, his problem was with the 

announcement. (pp. 14-15) 

The President asked Petersen whether they could "keep ahead of 

the curve" by announcing Petersen's activity and positict1 that day, but 

said ''no that' 11 tip everybody off, 11 and asked if that was the problem. 

Petersen said that he thought so and indicated that it would appear to 

be an expression of dissatisfaction on the President's part with 

Kleindienst. (pp. 15-16) 
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The President said that after all of these months that when 

he finds something out he has to act. (Errata, p. 17) 

Petersen suggested that Ziegler could announce that the 

President had taken it upon himself to personally inquire into the 

Watergate situation. Petersen agreed that it would be fine to say 

that he had designated Petersen as his special counsel and that it 

could also be announced that there had been major developments that 

could not then be disclosed. (Errata, P. 18-19) 

The President told Petersen that he had been investigating 

the situation for two weeks. He said that a month before he had told 

Dean to write a report, but that the report "was not frankly accurate. 

Well it was accurate but it was not full." The President said that 

Dean told him that the reason that the report was not full was that 

Dean didn't know, that the President didn't know whether or not that 

was true but was told that it was not. The President told Petersen 

that he then put Ehrlichman to work on it. (Errata, P. 18-19) The 

President said that Ehrlichman worked for two weeks and got materials 

together without knowing what Magruder was going to say and had called 

Kleindienst on Saturday and told bbn, 11Look I've got this. " The Presi dent 

said, "{I]t's a pretty good record in that respect. Because I had worked 

(inaudible) I said now damn it get these facts." He said he could say 

that for the past two weeks the President had conducted a personal investi

gation and had used Ehrlichman. (p. 20) 

Petersen then told the President that several months earlier 

he had asked Pat Gray, in a very casual conversation, whether he had ever 
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received any documents from John Dean, that Gray told him he had not, 

and that "I just let it go at that." The President said, ''My God,'' 

Petersen then said that Dean had told him he had also told Fred Fielding 

that he had given certain documents to Gray. Petersen told the Presi

dent that he had seen Gray that day and asked him, and Gray said that it 

was absolutely untrue, that Dean had never given him anything, Petersen 

said he was going to talk to Fielding after he left the President's 

office to find out what Dean had told him. The President told Petersen 

that he had better ask Ehrlichman, too, The President said that he had 

asked Dean what the story was on this. The President told Petersen 

"what I know -- for whatever it's worth because I did conduct my investi

gation after I got this from you." The President said, "The wiretapping 

material and all that business -- all that was, of course, turned over to 

the (inaudible), 11but that also in the safe were "what they call political 

documents" that had no relation to the Watergate whatever, and he (apparently 

Dean) said "we just sealed that up and II The President asked 

Petersen how he was going to reconcile Gray's recollection that he never 

got a thing and asked if the Director of the FBI would be called. Petersen 

replied, "We may have to. 11 (pp. 21-24) 

The President said that Ehrlichman told him the same story. "I 

think Gray did get something, And probably destroyed it." The President 

then said, "My suggestion is that -- I mean -- I have alerted -- I have a 

suggestion I think you better talk with Ehrlichman." The President 

told Petersen that he had better tell Ehrlichman what Gray had told him, 

(p. 24) 
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Petersen told the President th.at Strachan had come in that 

morning for a pre .. ,appearance interview, but dido 1 t want to answer any 

questions, and was sent out to get a lawyer. Petersen also told the 

President that Strachan had appeared before the grand jury the preced

ing week and the questions asked were very easy. (pp. 25-26) 

The President asked Petersen if the "deep six thing" was 

"enough to hang Ehrlichman on," and Petersen replied that he did not 

think it was. (p. 26) 

Petersen then told the President that part of Magruder's 

testimony went to obstruction of justice and subornation of perjury, 

that Magruder said Mardian and Dean had coached him in his testimony 

and that after Magruder's grand jury appearance Dean had called him 

to tell him that he had talked to Petersen and that Magruder had 

passed, (pp, 27-28) 

The President asked Petersen what he had told Dean about 

Magruder's grand jury testimony, and Petersen said he told Dean that 

Magruder had made a good witness in his own behalf but that the jury 

had some difficulty in accepting the story with respect to the money 

for the bugging. Petersen said that he could conceivably be a witness 

on that issue. Petersen said that under the rule (apparently the rule 

regarding grand jury secrecy) he could tell to the extent it was necessary 

to discharge his obligation and that he didn't tell Dean any testimony. 

He agreed with the President's statements that Dean was conducting an 

investigation for the President and that Petersen had characterized the 

testimony rather than give Dean the substance of it. (pp. 28-30) 
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Petersen told the rres~dent that they had very little on 

Colson, except that he was, alleged to have been putting pressure on 

as a member of the White House staff , The President said he knew all 

that, but he didn't know "whether i .t' s bull, 11 Everybody put pressure 

on, the President said, and the point was whether Colson and/or Haldeman 

put it on for money, Petersen said they didn't know, and the President 

said that both Colson and .Haldeman denied it, that Haldeman said he 

wanted it for one purpose and Colson wanted it for another purpose, The 

President then said that he understood Colson used the word O'Brien at 

one time, Petersen replied that they didn't know that, but if they 

learned it that would be very damaging information because their infor

mation was that O'Brien was a specific target of the Liddy operation. 

The President apparently speculated on from whom he had heard about 

O'Brien, Petersen said that it didn't ring a bell with him, Petersen 

said that they bad nothing on the aftermath concerning involvement by 

Colson. (pp. 31-34) 

The President and Petersen again discussed a possible statement 

and the President asked Petersen to go over it with him and Ziegler. (pp. 

34-37) 

Petersen told the President that LaRue and O'Brien, the CRP 

lawyer, were coming in that afternoon, that LaRue was coming without a 

lawyer, and that O'Brien was very much concerned about the potential 

subornation charges, (pp. 37-38) 

The President asked about the negotiations with Dean. Petersen 

said that the decision wasn't made. He told the President that Dean's 

counsel said they wanted a deal, that Dean was an agent and didn't do 
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any-th;ing but what Haldeman, Eh;rli _croillin, and ltitchell told h:lm to do, 

and that if they insisted on trying htm their defense would be to 

try Ehrlichman, Haldeman, Nixon, and this Administration. The Presi

dent said, "He'd try it -- the Pres;i.dent too?" and Petersen replied, 

"It I s a goddamned pokE~r game. Yes sir." Petersen told the President 

"it's just awful tough" to offer Dean immunity at this point. (pp. 38-

39) 

The President then said, ''The only point I want to be sure 

we understood on that is that I don't claim to be his higher authority. 

Mitchell is his higher authority -- I don't know who he is referring 

to." Peter-sen replied, "Oh I understand that," and said, "When I use 

that term - Liddy 1s a nut you see." The President said he had never 

met the man. Petersen told the President that he had called Liddy 1s 

attorneys and told them that a report had reached the government that 

Liddy was refusing to cooperate out of a misguided sense of loyalty to 

the President and that Petersen had been instructed by the President to 

inform Liddy's lawyer that the President wanted everybody to cooperate 

subject only to the qualification that it should not be construed that 

the President was putting undue pressure on him . Petersen said that 

Liddy's lawyer, Maroulis, had flown down from New York the preceding 

night to see Liddy and give him this information, and they would see 

what developed. The President asked whether Liddy would be the cor

roborating witness for Magruder. Petersen replied, "Basically." He 

told the President that Liddy was crazy and had burned his arms, shown 

them to the prosecutor, and said he would stand up to anything. (pp. 39-

41) 
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The President said that he felt for the Cubans, who they 

probably recruited "(inaudible) lcause they were doing it for Castro 

or something," and asked, "Do you see how-anybody would do such a silly 

damn thing like that otherwise?" (p. 41) 

Petersen then told the President "there's one other item that I 

wouldn't put down." He said ;Lt became clear in the course of trial 

preparations that Hunt had received from the CIA certain documentation, 

the loan of a camera, and what have you. The President replied, ''Yeah -

yeah - yeah." Petersen continued that the prosecutors had asked the 

CIA and were told that the CIA was simply responding to a routine request 

from another government agency to help out Hunt who was on special assign

ment. The President told Petersen, ''That was perfectly proper. He was 

conducting an investigation from the national security area for the White 

House at that point." The President asked whether they got bugging 

equipment from the CIA, and Petersen said they did not, that it was a 

camera, a voice disguiser, and credentials. Petersen said they were also 

told that the request for the camera came from Ehrlichman. The President 

asked whether it was relevant to this case. Petersen said it was relevant 

with respect to Ehrlichman and that the ,question was did Ehrlichman facil

itate Hunt's obtaining equipment that was used in conjunction with the 

Watergate caper. The President asked if Petersen knew the time mode, and 

Petersen said that he would have to check the dates, that they had some 

pictures developed for him. (pp. 42-43) 

At this point, Ziegler entered the meeting. The President again 

asked Petersen about the De.an negotiations, and Petersen said that they 
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were still wide open, that Dean had a tactical defense that he was an 

agent, who performed neutral acts which in the c;i,rcumstances take on 

the trace of criminality, that he didn't have enough authority to 

countermand Mitchell 1)r he told Haldeman who didn't countermand 

Mitchell, and that Dean was impotent in the circumstances. Petersen 

said that Dean's appeal would be much more sympathetic than that of 

the Cubans. He explained to the President that Dean did not say that 

unless they granted him immunity he would attack everybody including 

the President, but that his lawyer had said it in the course of nego

tiations, not as a threat, but as an explanation of what Dean's defense 

would be. The President asked whether Dean had testified that he was 

an agent for the President in any of this, and Petersen replied in the 

negative. "If he has, I need to kn.ow it," the President said, "(Inaudible) 

see Dean until a month ago. Never even saw him." Petersen said that that 

kad great significance for the President's executive privilege argument 

with the Congress, s:ince the narrow construction of the doctrine was 

that it was applicable only to agents of the President and so to the 

extent the doctrine ·was invoked with Dean he was per se an agent. (pp, 44-

47) 

The President asked if all Dean wanted was immunity from 

indictment, and Petersen affirmed that i ,t was. In response to the 

President's question, Petersen said they were prepared to give it to 

him, but "Iw]e're not going to like :lt." It would be done, Petersen 

said, only as a last resort and only if they had other evidence that 

could be used to convict higher-ups. (p. 48) 

The President said, ''You could use Dean on Mitchell -- that's 

the point." With Magruder, the President said, they had one man, and 
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he'd already lied once; with Dean they wauld have two, and if they got 

Liddy they would have three. Petersen agreed. The President asked if 

Petersen thought i11DDunity was a good decision. Petersen said he was 

pondering it, that he didn't want to make it because it would look 

terrible to immunize a ranking official like Dean, and they were still 

bargaining for a plea. The President asked what kind of plea they would 

be getting, and Petersen said that he was sure that Dean would want a 

plea that didn't disbar him and didn't want to plead at all. {pp. 49-

50) 

The President then asked about the bargaining with Magruder, 

and Petersen said they were bargaining with him to determine a time but 

that it would not be that day because they had to see Senator Ervin and 

Judge Sirica first. (pp. 50-51) 

The President told Ziegler what Petersen suggested that they 

could say in their statement. The President said, "Henry agreed with 

me that the President should be out in front," and Petersen stated that 

that was the reason they were so insistent on seeing the President again 

· the day before. The President, Petersen, and Ziegler discussed the 

possible content of the statement and the responses to press questions 

that might arise as a result of the statement. At the conclusion of 

this discussion, the President said, "I want them [the press] to know 

that since the 21st I've been working my tail off, which I have, -- I 

-- I'm so sick of this thing. -- I want to get it done with and over, and 

I don't want to hear about it again. Well I'll hear about it a lot, 

but I've got to run the country too." (pp. 51-63) 
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Ziegler left, and the J?r~:,:ldent: . a:,lted J;>eter~en about llaldeman 

and Ehrlichman, saying that h.eunderstood that ·from a legal standpoint 

the case against them might be quite difficult to prove. Petersen said 

that was certainly true with respect to Ehrlichman, but that Haldeman 

and Dean were in a much more difficult position from the purely ·theoret

ical legal point of view if Strachan confirmed that he (apparently meaning 

Haldeman) got the budget report and that he. gave Ehrlichman or Haldeman a 

summary of the intercepted conversations and if Dean testified that he 

told Haldeman about the second meeting in Mitchell's office where these 

things were discussed. (pp. 63-64) 

The President said that he had asked Dean that day if Haldeman, 

Ehrlichman, or Dean had any knowledge, and Dean had .said no. The Presi

dent said Dean told him that he went to the meetings but thought they had 

turned it off. The President told Petersen that Dean said it was after

wards that both Haldeman and Ehrlichman had problems. (pp. 64-65) 

Petersen said Dean said in Mitchell's office that they should 

not be discussing this in the office of the Attorney General and maybe 

Dean figured that was turning off, but it didn't turn it off. Petersen 

said Dean went back to Haldeman and said we ought not be involved in 

that, Haldeman said right, but so far as they could ascertain nobody did 

anything. The President said that it would be pretty hard to convict, 

just looking at Haldeman. Petersen agreed that it was a very difficult 

case because it rested on inaction; that it was a theoretical case with 

Haldeman, and with Ehrlichman next to nothing. The President said, "All 

except the deep six," but Petersen disagreed. He said that whether the 
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:material waa tumed over to G:i;ay WAS •. JJ.ot eapec:Lally germane but it was 

:f:mportant to determine whether or not Dean was telling the truth. The 

President said that if Gray got it, ''the point is he doesn't have it 

now. So he's flushed it." The President said Dean told him 

uniquivocally, "and I believe Dean on that." (pp. 64-68) 

The President asked Petersen if the stuff out of the safe 

was not evidence, and whether they'd get after him (apparently Gray) 

for destruction of evidence . Petersen replied that Hunt said there 

were two notebooks that were germane that were missing. Petersen told 

the President that Hunt testified immunized before the grand jury and 

gave unbelievable testimony about Dorothy Hunt and the ten thousand 

dollars she had with her at her death. Petersen said that he lied on 

that issue, and they would have to have him back. Petersen said that 

Bittman, Hunt's lawyer, had gotten $156,000 in fees and was very upset. 

The President asked, "Doesn't he know what the hell the (inaudible)? 

Does he think he was paid .off? ••• Does he, Bittman, think that his 

fees Hunt's (inaudible) the purpose of getting his client to--" 

Petersen replied, "Well I don't think he cares where his fee came from. 

That fee went in." Petersen said that Bittman was concerned about 

McCord's allegations "based on (inaudible) Dorothy Hunt." (pp. 68-71) 

The President said that he would be concerned with whether 

there was a circumstantial problem as to whether Hunt might have told 

Colson. The President told Petersen that Colson said he had sworn under 

oath that he didn't know anything about it and that "{y]ou would have him 

on perjury." Petersen said that they didn't have any evidence about 

Colson. (pp. 71-72) 
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After a discussion about Murray Chotiner, (pp. 72-73) the 

President returned to the subject of Haldeman's involvement, and 

Petersen repeated that Strachan hadn't talked that morning and LaRue 

was due in the afternoon, The President asked Petersen's advice on 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman, saying that in his view they should resign 

"if they get splashed with this," but the point was the timing. The 

President told Petersen that he got their oral resignations the night 

before and they had said they wanted to go at any time. Petersen said 

that he thought they ought to resign right away because of the need for 

confidence in the office of the President, that it had nothing to do 

with guilt or inhocence. Petersen said he was much more concerned about 

Ehrlichman than about Haldeman because they had much less about Ehrlich

man in terms of potential involvement. The deep six, Petersen said, 

went to the quality of the information, maybe it was trash and he said 

to get rid of it. The other thing was more sensitive. Petersen said 

that it is "a tremendously sensitive piece of information" that someone 

closely associated with the President told Hunt to get out of the country, 

although the orders were countermanded. If he were Ehrlichman, Petersen 

said, "I would feel like I had to go under the circumstances." (pp, 74-

78) 

As to Haldeman, Petersen said he felt even more strongly, since 

Dean discussed it with Haldeman and Haldeman didn't say stop. The Presi

dent said that would not make Haldeman liable from a legal standpoint, 

since he didn't have the responsibility, although "from a public stand

point it's devastating.'' Petersen asked whether Haldeman had authority 

to act with respect to the budget proposals, and the President replied, 
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"No sir - none, none .,..- all }'fitch.ell ...,.. campaign funds. He had no 

authority whatever. I wouldn't let h:bil (inaudible)." Fetersen said 

that Haldeman had know-ledge, but didn't act upon it, and that comes 

out as a misprision of a felony. Misprision, he explained, was a 

statute that was hardly ever enforced; "!y]ou could put everybody in 

jail I suppose if you tried to." The !'resident indicated that Dean 

had not told him that he discussed the budget proposal with Haldeman, 

and said, "Well 1 111 be damned!" (pp. 78-81) 

The President indicated that he would ask Bill Rogers for his 

judgment about Haldeman. He said, "I don't want Haldeman to go and 

then have to get (inaudible) and then have Ehrlichman go and .get caught." 

He asked Petersen if they ought to go together, and Petersen said he 

thought they should because from the outside they were almost a team. 

The President said that it was a very close call, and the real question 

was whether to let Magruder strike the blow and then they go. Petersen 

said that this might be a terrible injustice to both of those men, and 

the President said that he was in a "pretty poor position to have them 

go before Dean goes." Petersen agreed, and the Pres;l.dent asked whether 

it would jeopardize the prosecution to announce Dean's going that day. 

Petersen said that it could be announced, as long as the prosecution 

team could say that they did not reco11DDend it. (pp. 82-84) 

The President said that he was "a little concerned about Dean's 

or his lawyers -- that he's going to attack the President and so forth." 

Petersen said that he didn't think the President personally, but the 

Presidency as the Administration, because of Ehrlichman and Haldeman, 

might be "his guts poker in the course of negotiations." Petersen 
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suggested that the President ask Dean specifically about reporting to 

Haldeman on the budget proposal, and the President said he would. 

(pp. 84-85) 

The President asked Petersen, "You've got to give !Dean] 

something don't you? ·" Petersen replied that they couldn I t give him 

too much because it would impair his credibility and that was another 

factor. (p. 86) 

The President said that he would telephone Petersen at nine 

o'clock that night. (pp. 86-87) 
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64. - On April 16, 1973 from 3:27 to 4:04 p.m. the President met with 

John Ehrlichman and Ronald Ziegler. There was a discussion of the infor 

mation furnished by Henry Petersen. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

64.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 16, 1973, 

Pa 

Exhibit 21,_jn re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••••••••• 12 

64.2 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
among the President, John Ehrlichman and 
Ronald Ziegler, April 16, 1973, 3:27-4:04 p.m •••••••••••• 12 
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The President talked with his Assistant, II. R. H.:ildeman. 

The President talked with his Assista~t, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. 
Bull. 

The President telephoned Staff Assistant Thomas Hart. The 
call was not completed. 

The President went to the first floor private. dining room. 

The President held a breakfast meeting with Speaker of the 
House Carl B. Albert (D-Oklahoma). 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with: 
Nr. Ehi_.-lichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with: 
Hr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President, accompanied by Secretary of Labor Peter J. 
Brennan, went to the South Grounds of the m1ite House. 

The Presid.ent and Secretary Brennan motored from the South 
Grounds of the White House to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The President was greeted by Robert A. Georgine, Secretary
Treasurer of the Building and Construction Trades Department 
of the AFL-CIO. 

The President went to the Cabinet Room in the Washington 
Hilton. He was accompanied by: 

Secretary Brennan 
Hr. Georgine 

The President grcct.:>d general presidents of union affiliates 
comprising the !;uilding :1:1d c,astruc::ion Trades -02;.~artrnent 
of the AFL-C[O. For a list of .:1.tt2nde0s, Sl'.:? .\PPEXDIX "A." 

/ 
V' I 

·-:"'7'-_......;:..f!.-:rl:'· 
! / .. 

\ __ /t~·~ 
. I 
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The T'rcsi:ient :1ddresscd delegates attending the National 
Legisl a tive and Safetv Conference of the Building and 
Cons eruct i on Trades Department of' the AFL-CIO. For a 
list of he ad ta,)le guests, see APPENDIX "B . ." 

~-1embers of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The. President returned to his limousine. He was accompanied by 
Secre t ary Brennan 
Hr. Georgine 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President motored from the Washington Hilt .on Hotel to .the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Haldeman. 

The President met with: 
Dr. John Norris, retired Associate Medical Director of 

Eastman-Kodak and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 

Robert Hitchins, Gene.ral }lanager of AA General Service 
Office 

'rom Pike, member cf the National Advis::ry Council on 
Alcoholism 

Caspar W. Weinberger, Secretary of HEW 
James H. Cavanaugh, Staff Assistant 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President received the one millionth copy of the 
"Alcoholics Anonymous" book. 

The President met with: 
Roy D. Hickman, President of Rotary International 
W. Richard Howard, Special Assistant 
White House photographer, in/out 

Mr. Hick:nan oreseated the President with the Paul Harris 
Fellow Award. in recor,nition of the Pre,;ident 's efforts to 
promote world understanding. 

The President met with his Press Secretary, Ronald L. Ziegler. 

TI1e President h'eht to his office in t:he EOB. 

l11e President met with: 
Henr y i:: . ''ctcr !.;c~n. Assista n t Attorney c~n.:?ral 
~[r. Zi.c'gler 
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The President requested that Hr. Ziegler join him. 

The President talked with ~fr. Ziegler. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
Hr. Ziegler 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with Mr. Bull. 

The President met with Hr. Dean. 

The Presider,t talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President met with: 
William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Hr. Ziegler 

The President and Secretary Rogers went to West Executive 
Avenue. 

The President and Secretary Rogers motored fron West Executive 
Avenue to Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President went boating on the Sequ~"i,_<!_ with Secretary 
Rogers. 

The President and Secretary Rogers had dinner on board. 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President motored from the Washington Navy Yard to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President telephoned Nr. Ehrlichman. The call was not 
completed. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The Presi,lent returned to the second floor Residence. 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 16, 1973, 3:27 p.m. to 4:04 p.m. 

On April 16, 1973 the President met with John Ehrlichman in his 

EOB office from 3:27 to 4:04 p.m. Ronald Ziegler was present for 

part of the meeting. 

The President told Ehr l ichman that Gray denied to Petersen that 

he ever got the bundle. "Oh, he's dumb," said the President. (p. 1) 

Ehrlichman said that Dean had informed Liddy that Hunt should leave 

the country. The President asked Ehrlichman, "But you warned him didn't 

you?" and Ehrlichman replied, "Sure did." The President asked, "You 

didn't see it?" Ehrliclunan replied that he didn't know what was in 

it; as far as he knew, :it could have been shredded newspaper. Dean 

would say what he put in it , Ehrlichman told the President. Dean, 

he said, arrived at his office with a scotch-taped, sealed big envelope 

and handed it to Gray. He thought Dean had told him that it was the 

contents of the safe before Gray got there, Ehrlichman said, but he 

could not be sure. In any event, Ehrlichman said, he knew what it 

purported to be. In response to a question from the President, 

Ehrlichman said he didn't know when Gray was told it ~as not really 

Watergate material, but it might have been in Ehrlichman's presence. 

Ehrlichman said he didn't have any reason to doubt Gray's statement 

that he had been told, but Ehrlichman could not swear that he heard it 

said. It might be his (apparently Gray's) story, Ehrlichman said, that he 

opened it and it was full of paper napkins. But if Gray said that 

he was not in Ehrlichman 's office and did not receive a big manila en.,,. 

velope from Dean, Ehrlichman said he would have to dispute that. (pp. 1-2) 
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The President asked if he (apparently Dean) had testified to that, 

and Ehrlichman said that he had told the U.S. Attorney that he gave 

Gray an envelope that was the contents of the Hunt safe. (p. 3) 

Ehrlichman told the President that Dick Howard had just got a 

subpoena from the Grand Jury. The FBI agent who called to tell Howard 

he was coming over to serve the subpoena said Howard might want to talk 

to Dean to get advice while the agent was on his way. The President 

asked if Howard had talked to Dean. Ehrlichman replied, "No, fortunately, 

he talked to Colson." Ehrlichman said he had told Colson that "Dean 

was over the hill, cautioned him." Colson, Ehrlichman told the 

President, said, "Boy, you got an outpost over there. Well, U.S. 

Attorney's having the FBI agents send everybody a subpoena -- go talk 

to Dean." Ehrlichman said that "they'd like Dean to sit there and 

listen to every guy's story and then call over and let them know 

what's going on." Ehrlichman cautioned the President that it was 

"certainly improper for LDeag/ to be counselling any of our people." 

The President said he had to talk to Dean, that "He's got to quit 

counselling anybody right' now." (pp. 3-4) 

The President said to Ehrlichman, "I'm not asking you to make 

up any story, but I'm just simply saying, I just can't -- damned 

dumb Gray, Director of the FBI in the position of having two White 

House people say he got an envelope and he doesn't remember it." The 

President said he heard that Ehrlichman had talked to Gray and asked 

what Gray said to him the preceding night. Ehrlichman said he told 

Gray what Dean was saying and Gray said he can't say that. Ehrlichman 
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told Gray he already had, and Gray said, I destroyed it. Ehrlichman 

told the President, "Well, that's it. You know, that's pretty tough 

(unintelligible) if he doesn't now." (p-p. 4-5) 

Ehrlichman then said that Strachan had been questioned by the 

prosecutors and, despite considerable fencing, he refused to discuss 

the matter and was excused by the prosecutor. Ehrlichman told the 

President he must not say anything to anybody about this because 

Ehrlichman supposed Strachan was not supposed to call him. The 

President said, "Yeah, I don't." Strachan called to get advice, 

Ehrlichman said. Strachan said they really worked him over, said 

stuff such as, "Listen, Strachan, you're going to jail; think about your 

wife, think about your baby and how would you like to be disbarred." 

The President said he knew they were going to work Strachan over 

and asked whether .Strachan had asked for a lawyer. Ehrlichman replied, 

no, but they had asked Strachan to get a lawyer and kept stressing it. 

Ehrlichman said he thought what they were doing was "setting £Strachan] 

up for (unintelligible)." (pp. 5-6) 

The President then said, "That safe John, something about the 

damned notebooks -- he said,, notebook." Ehrlichman said he knew. The 

President asked, "And there were?" Ehrlichman said he honestly did not 

know. (p. 6) 

The President said, "That's your only vulnerability, John." 

Ehrlichman said, "Deep six and the FBI business and Liddy." He then 

said it was interesting that Dean would take his remark about Liddy and 

act on it. But apparently they did not leave, the President said, 

you were discussing it. The President told Ehrlichman that he "tried 
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to tell Petersen, 'Well, look, I can imagine them having a discussion 

'he said, 'He ought to leave the country -- maybe we ought to deep 

six it."' And, the President said, "You didn't do any of those things." 

(pp. 6-7) 

Ziegler then entered. In response to a question from the President, 

Ziegler said he had talked to Moore and Chapman Rose, and they were 

both against it. The President said: "We just won't try to get out 

in front .... [W]e've gotten into enough trouble by saying nothing so 

we' 11 say nothing today." The President said "thank God" they had 

never made any public statements previously. (pp. 7-8) 

The President told Ehrlichman that he had an understanding with 

Petersen. Petersen wanted them to move first, but the President 

said not before Magruder pleads. In any event, the President said, "we're 

going to have to wait for the Magruder thing. The point is you've got 

the whole record." (p. 8) 

Ziegler said Rose's point was that the President was too closely 

tied in as an investigator, involved in knowledge and awareness of the 

Grand Jury proceedings, which could affect the direction of those 

proceedings. The President said, "Well, all the facts are going to 

show just otherwise when it comes out." (pp. 9-10) 

The President said to Ehrlichman that he had asked that day about 

Magruder and the prosecutors did not have the deal with him yet because 

Magruder's attorneys insisted on something with Ervin and something 

with Sirica. Magruder, the President said, "wants to go to the D.C. Jail 

(unintelligible) in there," and they hadn I t worked that out yet. (p. 10) 
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The President said that he asked about the timing on Dean, but 

they did not have a deal on him. The President said Dean's lawyer made an 

interesting comment, saying, "Dean shouldn't do anything to upset the 

unmaking of Haldeman and Ehrlichman and Mitchell, and ·if they don't get 

immunity they're going to try this Administration and the President." 

The President continued that Petersen said that was quite common; every

body shouts to everybody. "After all, , the business of the -- about the 

Dean report, why end it that way? Dean will stick to the position," 

the President said. "You know, he did make some movement on his own 

in this thing." The President said that he'd asked Dean a specific 

question: "Haldeman/Ehrlichman, did they know in advance?" and he said, 

"No:' The President said, after a second meeting Dean saw Haldeman and 

told him they ought not be in this, and Haldeman agreed. The President 

told Ehrlichman that he had said, "Well what's wrong with that," and 

he said, "Well, Haldeman by failing to act--" Ehrlichman said, "That 

is true. Dean states Haldeman agreed, but apparently no initiating 

of any instructions." (pp. 10-11) 

The President responded, "Right," an d continued that he (the 

President) had said, "Well how could he act? He wasn't in charge of 

the campaign .He had no responsibility at all. The campaign 

was totally out of the White House." But, the President said, he 

supposed what he meant by that was that Haldeman should have called 

Mitchell and told him to knock it off. The President asked if that 

was what they were saying and what Haldeman said to that sort of thing. 

(p. 11) 
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Ehrlichman said, "That's hard to get around, understand, because 

Dean's story, consistently, has been that at every one of those meetings, 

the plan was disapproved by Mitchell." Ehrlichman asked why there 

was a failure to act when everything was disapproved; "They need two 

disapprovals in order to make it stick?" The President said, "That's 

what I was going to say, but --, " Ehrlichman said he guessed he didn't 

know enough about it. "I'd sure like to see us come out sometime, 

and I suppose it has to be at a time that Magruder makes his deal," said 

Ehrlichman. (pp. 11-13) 

The President said that he had Petersen "on a short leash" and told 

Ziegler to keep that statement regardless and get "this factual thing 

that John has worked up for you" because "we've got to be ready to go 

on that instantly. We may go it today. We will survive it." (p. 13) 

Ehrlichman then brought up the Ervin Committee rules, telling 

the President 'Tt]hey adopted an awful lot of my stuff." Ehrlichman 

said the committee rule on television was a very odd one, and a 

discussion ensued concerning whether this rule permitted the networks 

to tape the testimony or only carry it live. The President asked, 

"Do you believe it would be at all helpful to be forthcoming with 

Ervin then?" Ehrlichman said that there was little left to argue 

about except television, and "we could say we interpret this to mean 

unless the television is live, there won't be any and that's satis

factory to us" and "get the jump on them that way." Ehrlichman said 

they could let the committee come back and say they meant it could 

be taped, and then "we' 11 come back and say, 'Well, that isn't 

satisfactory.'" By that time, Ehrlichman said, they'd be in recess 
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and it would be hung up until they got back. The President said 

"we had to, you know, before it comes from the Ervin Committee. 

But I don't think before it comes to the Ervin Committee it's going 

to amount to a damn in the next four weeks." (pp. 14-17) 

Ehrlichman told Ziegler that what he should say is "we intend 

to avail ourselves fully of the ground rule that permits the use of 

executive session" and the majority of White House witnesses would 

request executive sessions. Then, Ehrlichman said, "what we've done 

is gone to our high ground," and the President agreed. Ehrlcihman 

continued, "And let them pull us off." (p. 17) 

It was agreed that the announcement on the Ervin Committee 

would be made the following day, after Ehrlichman had talked with 

Senator Baker. (pp. 18-19) 

The President and Ehrlichman then asked Ziegler about Rose. The 

President asked, "Do they realize that I've got to make this general 

announcement before the Magruder thing comes up?" Ehrlichman asked, 

"[D]oes he fear the President will look like he's interferring with 

the Grand Jury?" Ziegler replied, "No, it's a quote, 11 about the 

President being investigator. Ehrlichman said the President's contacts 

were a matter of record, and the President agreed and indicated that 

he did not agree with Rose on that point. Ehrlichman said that the 

point was moot, that it was the President's only recourse. "That was it," 

the President said. "I wouldn't worry about that (unintelligible). 

See, he's thinking as a lawyer. They probably like to see the 

President (unintelligible) this damned thing." (pp. 19-20) 
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The President asked Ehrlichman for his view about a statement, 

and Ehrlichman replied that he didn I t want it that night, ''but I'd 

sure like to see you go full breast on it tomorrow" because on 

Wednesday they would be saturating the press with the energy message. 

(pp. 20-21) 

The President said, "We'll see how they get along with their 

negotiations." Ehrlichman said that it seemed to him they were "hard

nosing these negotiations" and that Dean "doesn't really give them 

all that much," Ehrlichman asked, "But what is, what is that he can 

say? You stop and figure." The President said: "That he's informed 

the President and the President didn't act? He can't say that can he? 

I don't think, I've been asking for his damned report, you know." 

Ehrlichman said that "he comes up with a hell of a lot of egg on 

his face." (pp. 21-22) 

The President told Ehrlichman, "I think he blames -- he would 

blame you and Haldeman." Ehrlichman replied, "Well, he's going to 

have a little trouble with that"; the President said, "Is he? Good." 

(p. 22) 

Ehrlichman said he had put his log together and he had seen him 

(Dean) on the average of five times a month since the Watergate break

in, seen none of his memos routinely, and did not supervise any of 

his work, so "he's going to have a tough time making that stick." 

And, Ehrlichman said, some of the meetings were on the President's 

estate plan, some were on the library, and some on the leak scandal, 

so he had not seem him five times a month on Watergate. (pp. 22-23) 
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Ziegler asked the President if he wanted to meet Garment for 

five minutes before he saw Rogers. The President said no, he would 

have to put that off. He asked Ziegler if it was right that Garment 

wanted Haldeman, Ehrlichman and Dean to x-esign however the case 

broke; Ziegler indicated that it was. The President told Ziegler 

to tell Garment that the President was "just in the middle of this 

thing" and was "thinking along those lines," but couldn't act today 

because he had been told by Petersen that it would jeopardize 

the prosecution and the rightsof the defendants. The President 

said, "If the President (unintelligible) it will tip a lot of others 

off that they are working on at the present time, and that I had put 

the pressure on to get this so that I can be (unintelligible) And 

I have in mind all those options." The President said to tell Garment 

that he met with Ehrlichman, Haldeman and Dean and discussed the 

problem and that he wanted to think about it and then talk to Garment. 

The President said he would like to have Garment's statement by 

six o'clock, when he was to meet Rogers. The President said to tell 

him that the President had been meeting with Petersen and could not 

act today, "but I'll be ready to do something quite soon." Ziegler 

replied, "Good," and the President concluded, "Don't tell him about 

it." (pp. 23-27) 
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65. On April 16, 1973 from 4:07 to 4:35 p.m. the President met with 

John Dean. The following is an index to certain of the subjects discussed 

during that conversation: 

Presidential statement in regard 
to Watergate. 

Haldeman, Ehrlichman and Dean's 
continued presence on the White 
House staff. 

Magruder's negotiations with the 
U.S. Attorneys. 

President's statement to Dean to 
tell the truth. 

Dean's proposed testimony before 
the grand jury in regard to the 
issue of Haldeman's prior knowledge 
of the DNC break-in. 

Possible discovery of Hunt and Liddy's 
involvement in the Fielding break-in. 

Senate Select Cptmnittee and the 
failure of "containment" during 
the past nine months. 
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PI/ESlllCiT f,ICli (.fW rnxows 0/\ILY !DIARY 

i .>.'\ f[ ,~,fo . . D.11 . Y, .1 

i'he President tallced with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman. 

The President talked with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. 

Bull. 

The President telephoned Staff Ass:!.stant Thomas Hart. The 
call was not completed. 

The President went to t .he first floor private dining room. 

The President held a breakfast meeting with Speaker of the 
House Carl B. Albert (D-Oklaho.r.3). 

Tne President went to the Oval Office. 

The President ·met with: 
~fr. Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with: 
Nr. Haldeman 
Hr. Ehrlichrnan 

The President, accompanied by Sec:retary of Labor Peter J. 
Brennan, went to the South Grounds of the l,hite House. 

The President and Secretary Brennan motored from the South 
Grounds of the White !louse to the l{ashington Hilton Hotel. 

The President wa.s greeted by Robe ,, t A. Georgine, Secretary
Treasurer of the Building and Construction Trades Department 
of the AFL-CIO. 

The President went to the Cabinet Room in the Washington 
Hilton. He was accompanied 6y: 

Secretary Brennan 
Hr. Georgine 

The President grcetod general presidents of union :iffiliates 
comprising the guildinr.; and C0nstructi0n Trad e s ~D~pnrtment 
of the AFL-CIO. For a list of :1ttc,nJecs, SL'i' Al'Pl''.1:0IX "A." 

/. / .0.~ .. // 
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.,ur• ,ir,usr PP.ESIDENT fllCHMID ~!IXOt!'S DAILY 011\f"IY 

1'1 .. -\\ t- ll .\'\( Ill'•"-:-; 

TIIE !{:IITJ; llOUSE 
h'ASiiC ,:<;TON, n.c. 

·11~11: 

In Out 

11:48 11:55 

11:57 

12:00 12:31 

12:31 12:39 

12:40 12:57 

12:58 1:37 

1:38 

l :39 3:25 
2:25 2:52 

1'11(1;\ofi 
I' r.-1 ... td 

H. :k,<·ivC'.I 

Jo I.I) 

i' -'(l t:"-1, !•1 } . '!":. , 

.\.:'!!i!. 16, .l9i] 
J l~t[ t>.\Y 

LL:11 p.n. :!<>::ow 

ACTl\'ITY 

n,~ President addressed delegates · attending the National 
Legislative anJ ~afQty Conference of the Building and 
Construction Tra,les Department of the AFL-CIO. For a 
list of heac! ta')le guests, sec APPEXDIX "B." 

'.·!embers of the press, in/out 
!e11i te House photographer, in/ out 

The President returned to . his limousine. He was accompanied by: 
Secretary Brennan 
:•rr. Georgine 
l{hite House photographer, in/out 

The President motored from the l·:ashingto~. Hilton Hotel to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

"' The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with ~!r. Haldeman. 

The President met with: 
Dr. John Xorris, retired Associate ~!edical Director of 

Eastman-Kodak and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 

Robert Hitchins, General Nanager of AA General Service 
Office 

Tom Pike, member cf the National Advis:::ry Council on 
Alcoholism 

Caspar 1,. \·Ieinberger, Secretary of HEW 
James H. Cavanaugh, Staff Assistant 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President received the one millionth copy of the 
''Alcoholics Anonymous" book. 

The President met with: 
Roy D. Hickman, President of Rotary International 
H. Richard Howard, Special Assistant 
h'hite aocse .;1hotogr~phcr, in/out 

Mr. Hickm[ln n!"ese:1ted the President t,~ith the Paul Harris 
Fellow Aw,{rd · in roco gni tion of the President's efforts to 
promote world umlers tanding. 

The President met with his Press Secretary, Ronald L. Ziegler. 

·n,e President ,,ent to his office in the EOB. 

TI1c PrcsiJ~r1t met witi1: 
lh:!nry E . :11:l .. :~t· ~;i.:~:1, ,\ $ Si:;ta?1t .-\ttornc·y Ce:1.er.:tl 
:-Ir. z; ,•gler 

~, 
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2:19 P 

3:25 

3:27 
3:35 

4:04 

4:05 

~07 

4 :l,2 

4:55 
5:45 

6:01 

6:01 

6:15 

7:20 

8:28 

8:32 

8:42 

8:45 

8:58 

9 :21, 

3:26 p 

4:02 
4:04 

4:05 p 

4:06 

4:35 

4:43 p 

6:01 
6:01 

6:10 

8:28 

8:41 

p 

9:14 p 

[•.•.if·.:.:., - ibJ Y· 1 

!I\!£ p_•,:( 

2:1J :>.r:1.. :::,::o.: ... ·:· 

ACTIVITY 

The President requested that Hr. Zi_e6ler join him. 

The. President talked with t!r. Ziegler. 

The President met with: 
~Ir. Ehrlichman 
Hr. Ziegler 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with Nr. Bull. 

The President met with Hr .. Dean. 

The Preside;:-,t talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President met with: 
William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Hr. 7.iegler 

The President and Secretary Rogers went to West Executive 
Avenue. 

The President and Secretary Rogers motored fron West Executive 
Avenue to Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President went boating on the Segu~i_l!_ with Secretary 
Rogers. 

The President and Secretary Rogers had dinner on board. 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washingtoa Kavy Yard. 

The President motored from the Washington Navy Yard to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President telephoned }Ir. E:1rlicht'lan. The call 1.as not 
completed. 

The President ta Heed with Mr. Petersen. 

Tlte President rc:ucae<l to the second f lcor Rt!sid~nct:?. 

9:n 

'-·----.L----

9 :L,9 Ehr l icht:1~1n. 
I< 11 ·r.,c President 

_____ L ~~-:-,_1_.,_n ____ _ 
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1316 

EXHIBIT No. 34-50 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1973 

Dear Mr. President: 

You have informed me that Bob Haldeman and John Ehrlichman have verbally tendered their 
requests to be given an immediate and indefinite leave of absence from your staff. By this letter I also wish to confirm my similar request that I be given such a leave_of a.b~ence from the staff. 

Sincerely, 

John W. Dean, III 
Counsel to the President 

Honorable Richard Nixon 
The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. · 20500 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

65.3 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 16, 1973, 4:07-4:35 P.M. MEETING 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 
STAFF FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A 
RECORDING OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 
AND JOHN DEAN IN THE PRESIDENT'S EOB OFFICE ON 
APRIL 16, 1973 'FROM 4:07 TO 4:35 P.M. 

Hi, John. 

Yes, sir. 

Well, did you have a busy day? 

Yeah, I've been, uh, spent most of the day on trying 

to put together a statement -- I think that you 

could come out. Apparently some other people have 

done the working 

[Unintelligible] 

{Unintelligible] I have been working with them. 

Apparently we I re all kind of driving at the sall',e 

point. Uh, 

Yeah .• 

I was working on a draft when you called. 

Good. I've got to see Rogers in two or three minutes, 

so, uh {unintelligible]. · Thought we'd have it ready 

for [uni nt elligible] for Christ 1 s sakes when I haven ' t 

heard. 
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DEAN: Uh, I, I think I was -- calling Dick Moore in on 

it, 'cause Dick has been working 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Good. • 
on some of these others 

Good. 

and, uh --

What would be best, rather than give it in a few 

pieces though, why don't you, uh --

Put one together. 

All right. 

It's got a strong thrust. It puts you way out front. 

[Unintelligible]. You get, finally get the lead state

ment out of it. 

Well, this is, this is the, there's a tough question 

in here that I'd really like to drive it home, 

Yeah sure. 

is the degree of biting the bullet right at this hour. 

Now there's one paragraph --

There are the questions of timing. 

Questions of timing, but there's just also the question 

of -- I have one paragraph in here where it says what 

you're doing as a result of what's come to your atte11tion 

-2-
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PRESIDENT: · 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

and some of it goes to the Petersen thing and, and the 

fact --

Uh huh. Uh huh. 

One of the points is that you've advised all members of 

the White House Staff who'll be called before the Grand 

Jury that, effective immediately, they'll be on adminis

trative leave until such time as the Grand Jury completes 

its work. Now here's the, uh, 

Um huh. 

tough paragraph, if you go this far: "In this connec

tion, I have not even spared in this decision my closest 

staff advisors and included in this action are H. R. 

Haldeman, Assistant to the President, John Ehrlichman, 

Assistant to the President for Domestic Affairs, and 

John Dean, Counsel to the President." 

Um huh. 

Now, you can do that or you can leave that out and let 

them guess who is on administrative leave. 

Anybody called before the ~rand Jury. 

That's right. 

[Unintelligible] 

-3-
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65.3 TRANSCRIPI' OF APRIL 16, 1973, 4:07-4:35 P.M. MEETING 

DEAN: [Unintelligible] that no '!llail 

PRESIDENT: bite the, the bullet on, uh, Dean, Haldeman, and 

Ehrlichman. So then-~ now the other thing -- the 

Garment line. Have you talked to Len? 

DEAN: No, I haven't. 

PRESIDENT: Well, I'd like you to talk with him. 

DEAN: . All right. 

PRESIDENT: His line, he says that -- particularly Ehrlichman. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

I have a. I have a -

Say he should just resign, right now. But the trouble 

with that is that I just don't think Petersen -- Here's 

-- Petersen says, incidentally, on your letter, he thinks 

it's probably better, just better to get the letter, to 

get a letter in hand, to get the, to get where you 

can sit down, uh, and I said, "Well, uh, what, what 

do you think about it?" I, I -- He said, ".There's 

still negotiating ltlth your attorneys." 

Um huh. 

-4,-, 
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PRESIDENT: And I said, well, I don't want to do anything to [unin

telligible] negotiation or jeopardize the rights [unin

telligible] defendant. He feels that the, that [unin

telligible] wasn't clear, but he is not reconnnending it. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Um huh. 

[Unintelligible]. He says, stand clear. However , of 

the probable prosecution, that it would not be harmful 

to an individual, you know, i f, if we had the resigna -· 

tions in hand, so at least, you know [unintelligible] I 

put them n leave, for [unintelligible]. 

Um huh. 

Well ther you have -- Well you have -- Let mes--, 

let me 

Well, 

see what ou had in mind. 

I have, 

Let's jus talk about it. 

I have a etter, uh --

[Unintell gible] so bad [unintelligible] a letter. 

Uh, to -- what I thought, I thought was fair. 

-5-
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PRESIDENT: Fair to everybody? 

DEAN: Fair to everybody. 

PRESIDENT: This is for getting !unintelligible]? 

DEAN: Any of the critics, yeah, I, I, I wrote, uh, uh, "Dear 

Mr. President: You informed me that Bob Haldeman and 

John Ehrlichman have verbally tendered their request 

to give them innnediate and indefinite leave of absence 

from the staff. So I declare I wish also to confirm 

my similar request that I be given such a leave of 

absence from the staff." This doesn't raise anything. 

PRESIDENT: !Unintelligible] nothing. 

DEAN: Well, uh, no I, I think that, uh --

PRESIDENT: I'm just !unintelligible] 

DEAN: I think there . is the problem --

PRESIDENT: You don't want to go if they stay. 

DEAN: There is a problem for you of the scapegoat the--, theory. 

PRESIDENT: Making use of it? 

DEAN: That's right. That's right. 

PRESIDENT: Like Magruder's been a scapegoat for Mitchell. 

-6-
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DEAN: That's right. Uh, you know, everybody who is 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

appearing before the Grand Jury. Who This 

does not impute guilt to anybody. Uh 

Put it this way, I think rather than Leonard's 

[ unintelligible] 

[Clears throat] 

And the truth of the matter, uh [unintelligible] 

trouble before [unintelligible]. Yes, I guess that, 

I can say that, that, that I, that you are -- "You" 

is not a polite word. You1ve [unintelligible ] re·· 

sponsibility. We orally have, we orally have said that 

That's right. 

in this case, and that, uh --

The only man you're dealing with is Petersen. The 

only role I have is to help fill in any information 

I can 

Yeah. 

to deal with the, the public relations of the problem, 

so that, you know, you know what --

-7-
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PRESIDENT: But you could say, you could say,, deftn:ttely, Jonn you 

could say, "The President talked to me about it. He 

said [unintelligible] till it cleared up." 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Right. 

And, uh [unintelligible] I don't know that the !unintelli

gible] will end. And funintelligible] Haldeman. 

[Unintelligible] unnecessary. 

And that goes out ahead of, frankly the Magruder-Mitchell 

head-chop business. 

That's right; what's the timing on that? Do you know? 

Yeah, we haven: t made a deal with· -- we haven' t made -... any - -

a deal with Y.agruder, uh, or Magruder 1 s lawyers yet. 

Magruder is bearing in tight on the Ervin Committee and 

on Sirica. [Unintelligible] Raig. I mean, I, and I 1ve 

asked you 

Right. 

from tir.1e to time your judgments, and I may as k Ehrlichman 

about this or that. But I meant -- I, I don't want him to, 

I don't want him to talk to anybody else, except, you know, 

-8-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

65.3 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 16, 1973, 4:07-4:35 P.M. MEETING 

except when preparing this sort of thing, 

Right. 

But I mean, uh, other, sort of, people that --

111:m not doing any investigative work 

Well, that's what I -- people 

That's right. 

should not come in to tell you that [unintelligible] 

go before the Grand Jury, for Christ:s sakes, or the 

Attorney General. 

And I've turned that off, essentially three weeks ago. 

[Unintelligible] 

Good. [Unintelligible] three weeks, anyway, have you? 

No sir. 

Have them realize: March twenty··first. We :ve got to 

go check back and see [unintelligible] 

[Unintelligible] assess the overall problem for the 

White House. [Unintelligible] technical problems. 

-9-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes. He thinks that, uh 

[unintelligible]. What kind of a problem [unin

telligible] and Haldeman have. 

I think the thought of having -- being the first who 

testifies is very painful for me. 

Just tell the truth. 

That's right. That's what I'm going to do. 

[Unintelligible J 

Amen. 

[Unintelligible] when I say I'm thinking. They don't 

think it's funny. {Unintelligible]. What I really need 

then, is to say -- One thing that Petersen did raise 

with me that funinteiligible] bit funintelligible] with 

regard to, uh, uh, Ehr--, Haldeman push? What I said, 

now, was "Hal--, Did Haldeman have prior knowledge? 

Did he know, did Ehrlichman know, did Dean know?" And 

you said, "No." Beforehand. 

That's right. 

Right. And he suggests that I say nothing. He told me 

this, he says: "If Dean is testifying" -- "No, he's 

-10-
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

65.3 TRANSCRI'PP OF APRIL 16, 1973, 4:07-4:35 P.M. MEETING 

not te s t i f yi ng to hi s conversat i ons ," he sa id th a t "He 

came over to Haldeman after that brief meeting and 

told him about the plan, which is the whole [unin

t elligi ble) :' [Unin tell ig i bl e] says, ''You 1 r e r i ght." So, 

hi s poin t being that actua l ly Hal denan, t hen, did know. 

No, I, I, I disagree with that interpretation. 

But, 

You see, 

I didn't --

my -- tell you what, I didn't know, but I, I --

My impression was --

If that was the case you see, John, then, uh, I, uh, I 

would have to s--, then I would have to, uh -- he 

has told me something that's different from what you've 

told me. 

No. I, I've always reported it exactly that way, be

cause Bob has told me he didn't know. Now, I know I 

didn't know, because I feel that --

What about this, this conversation? [Unintelligible]. 

He said, "I have don e something about it." 

I, 

-11-
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65. 3 TRANSCRIJ:YI' OF APRIL 16, 1973 1 4:07-4 :35 P.M. MEETING 

PRESIDENT: Bob's [unintelligible] Bob's responsibility to talk to him. 

DEAN: I think what happened, I think what happened, Mr. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

President, is that everyone assumed that John Mitchell 

would never approve anything like this. I just assumed 

it. I told him I was not going to have any further 

dealings with Liddy or anybody over there on this and 

I didn't. 

Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

And, I didn't have the foggiest notion what they were 

doing. 

That's what you had told me, you know. We went, uh, 

through it over and over. 

Right. 

I, I, I didn't know. I didn't know, of course. 

But I don't think -- Bob tells me he did not have 

knowledge. Now, the question is-~ the other thing is -

I cannot even describe, I couldn't describ~ twenty 

minutes after the meeting, uh, what Liddy was presenting. 

It was the most spectacular sales pitch you've ever 

seen, in codes and charts, and right out of James Bond. 

-12-
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PRESIDENT: Operation Gemstone. 

DEAN: Well, that's what I'm told, now, later, after the 

fact, they called it -- I don't remember. I, I 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

told Bob, I said, "They're talking about bugging; 

they're talking about kidnapp i ng, and they're talking 

about, uh, mugging squads -- take people down from 

San Diego south of the border . " 

Who did you told to, uh -- You told Bob this? 

Yes, I did. 

And he said? 

He said, "Absolute l y no . 1' 

No. 

No. 

So you will so testify, then. 

That's right. Absolutely. 

{Unintelligible] 

That's correct. But I don't know, and I assume that, 

uh -- Bob didn't -- never told me to the contrary, that 

nothing happened from the time of that meeting where he 

-13-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

65. 3 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 16, 1973, 4:07-4:35 P.M. MEETING 

told me to, "Don't do anything about it and just stay 

away from it, don't talk to them." And Liddy agreed 

not to. I said to Liddy, "The last thing is that I'm 

never going to talk to you about this again, Gordon,'' 

What I thought was, that inaction would result in 

their, in their [unintelligible] 

Inaction from you. 

Inaction from me. Without my hands at that stage --

Yeah, but then you, then when it happened --

I don't know --

You don't even know the Mitchell thing, do you? 

Well, I, I don't have direct know--

Magruder says, 

Yeah. 

he says that, uh [unintelligible] I, I feel that your 

statement is consistent with what you told me earlier. 

That's right. 

I wish you would tel\ uh [unintelligible]. I don't really~ 

[Unintelligible] come down strong on --

-14-
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PRESIDENT : 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 
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{Unintelligible] White House and Haldeman [unintelligible). 

You admit that he said, he said, "Absolutely not," and 

he agreed. 

That's right. 

That's what, uh [unintelligible) 

And Bob and I have gone over that after the fact, and he 

recalls my. coming into that office 

Yeah. Uh huh. 

and telling him 

Yeah. 

that, about this crazy scheme that's being cooked up. 

You want to go over and get, uh, get together, uh --

I'll work on this statement 

[Unintelligible] 

and then we'll have something. 

Uh huh. 

Too much to, to put people on administrative 

-15-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

leave that are going to go before the Grand Jury. 

Bill Rogers. They're gonna have him over there Iunin

telligible] 

And so I think that --

Everybody's in th.e middle of this, John. 

That's right. 

None of us can really, none of us, I don't think, uh 

[unintelligible] 

All I'm trying to think is how to get you out in front. 

That's right. The whole point. I don't know how. It's 

just, uh, hard to think of it. I tried to get to talk, 

uh, with [unintelligible] negotiate for Magruder. 

Can't [unintelligible] -- Yes, I said, "No abuse." 

Right. 

[Unintelligible] 

[Unintelligible] Magruder !unintelligible] 

They're taking him into court to do this. 

Huh? 

They're going to take Magru-

-16-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

I know. 

--der into court to do this. 

Lou Lavelle went. [Unintelligib:e] 

I know. 

[Unintelligible] 

I don't think we're going to have many leaks out of the 

Grand Jury or, or the [unintelligible] court. Local court 

et cetera. 

Uh, bu~ uh, what do you think John [unintelligible] 

operating too short -- by a day. 

What about Hunt, too. 

You, Haldeman and Ehrlichman. Magruder knows. I'd 

like to follow that. [Unintelligible] 

What -- How can he respond to that? I don't understand 

that. 

Uh huh. 

[Unintelligible] his testimony before the Grand Jury. 

This testimony makes a statement [unintelligible] 

-17-
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

I can't in public statement without naming any individuals. 

[Unintelligible] the rights of that individual. That's 

why I don't think that I, I can't foresee what he's going 

to say. [Unintelligible] naming any, any individual. 

You see, I think my own [unintelligible] I requested 

that the U. S. Attorney call before the Grand Jury. 

[Unintelligible] all, all your staff. 

I am to cooperate. 

Um huh. 

How about trying that for a little [unintelligible] John? 

[Unintelligible] if the White House staff gets called be·· 

fore the Grand Jury and questioned. 

The prosecution will [unintelligible] needed somebody 

to wash or, or the like. They may or may not want to 

hear, and -- by the way, I would, I would bounce that 

one off Henry, uh --

Yeah, Ehrlichman and Haldeman and Magruder. 

It is, it has been? Or --

We can always find reasons. 

-18-

(1288) 



65.3 TRANSCRIP'r OF APRIL 16, 1973, 4:07-4:35 P.M. f.fEETING 

DEAN: And Hunt's. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

[Unintelligible] oh, my God, we've got to leave [unin

telligible] Ehrlichman and Haldeman predict, thank God 

[unintelligible] world. They were on top; they're shot 

down. 

That's right. [Unintelligible]. The other thing that 

always worried me is not getting shot down, but not giving 

out enough, and starting a, a chain going that we didn't 

want, because we didn't give enough. Uh, would, uh -

{coughs] [Unintelligible] unfortunately, the source of 

the problem, and it's just, it's mind boggling but you 

think about it, uh --

And-

He didn't care --

All across [unintelligible] 

That's right Lord knows. Lord knows !unintelligible] 

And after he didn't turn it off --

And then we bailed him out, and that's why we have a 

problem. 

-19-
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PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] and then you said the whole White House 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

at least, uh, up to you, and Ehrlichman, Haldeman after 

regretfully dealing with the fact. We've just got to 

keep the thing from going upstairs, to Mitchell, I mean, 

your conversation with Magruder --

That's right. 

The fact that, uh, you're supposed to support him -- everybody --

Uh huh. 

and therefore Mitchell and [unintelligible] 

Oh, Mitchell, Mitchell was making heavy comments 

about, you know, if Hunt and Liddy blow, the 

White House will have a bigger problem than he 

will, sort of things. 

Yeah. 

Whatever they had done over here would be quite embar

rassing during the election, also. 

Yeah. 

And I suppose there's some truth in that. No hard facts. 

Just {unintelligible] Ellsberg's office, and things like 

that. 

-20-
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PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] that wouldn't have been very good. 

DEAN: You know, uh, you know, poor Bud Kroghy, uh, is just 

miserable, knowing what he knows. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Meaning Ellsberg? 

Yeah, he's --

Yeah, well [unintelligible] 

Hopefully not. There's no reason it should be. The only 

evidence that they have which they must -- That's one of 

the reasons I have argued against a special prosecutor. 

The special prosecutor is going to run across evidence 

that's screwy. {Unintelligible] that picture, that pic

ture in front of the doctor's office. [Unintelligible] 

can't get into that. 

This is not their ca-- that they're --

That's not their case. It just got forced on them, 

That's right. 

When I was first, you know, first talking, uh, with regard 

to [unintelligible] 

[Unintelligible] 

they wanted to just, just, just the original time run these guys 

through the Grand Jury, with immunity, and see what came out. 

-21-
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PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible) 

DEAN: Uh, let us fight our battle with the Senate. 

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] 

DEAN: Absolutely. 

PRESIDENT: We've been through this particular [unintelligible] 

DEAN: They pulled it out inch by inch, uh, and it'll just, 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

uh, it'll bring you down with it in this [unintelligible) 

committee. 

Well, it hurts, as you say. 

[Unintelligible] 

It won't pull us down. [Unintelligible), We can wait and 

handle it in the [unintelligible] court. 

We never --

[Unintelligible] virtually nine months. [Unintelligible] 

Dean couldn't get there with the facts. 

[Unintelligible] they'll ask. 

I didn't have the power to compel Mitchell or Magruder 

-22-
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to tell me what had happened. I just surmised what 

had happened. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

The [unintelligible] 

I've been, uh, to be very honest, I've talked about it 

around here before I got in to see you for many, many 

months. Uh, I said, you know, I said the containment 

theory is not working anymore so you might as well forget 

it. 

Right. That's what you came in to see me? Fine. 

Fine. It works. Finally, I started coming in to see 

you and that's when we started getting action. 

I have no right [unintelligible] 

Then I was told by all of those after joining this, that'd 

be talking surrender. I'm not talking surrender. 

!'m talking realistically. {Unintelligible] 

investigation going. They've got subpoena power, immunity 

power, and they're going to break somebody up there, just 

as sure~ And, uh, I've always said that it's a domino 

situation -- One, one goes -- and that's exactly what's 

happened here, Mr. President. 

The poor guys. 

-23-
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DEAN: The poor men and the [unintelligible] all the way 

around. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT 
& DEAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Secretaries, [unintelligible] 

That's right. 

[Unintelligible] 

How do you want to handle it: Ehrlichman, Haldeman and 

Dean? 

That's a good question. [Unintelligible] the biggest 

part of that question is when, under the circumstances 

it's, uh --

Here's the argument I, I've been meaning to tell you: 

First of all, there is, there's, there is potential 

There are prima facie situations right now that are very 

difficult in, uh, to prove in context that -- been made 

aware of. Uh, does that thereby make it necessary for 

you to make a judgment that those people should leave the 

staff until their, their name is cleared? 

It makes it necessary for me to relieve them of any duty 

if this peaks. 

That's right. 

-24-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Which I have done. It makes it necessary for me to 

[unintelligible] Haldeman turn it down, which I end up. 

But that -- I don't know --

I'm happy to discuss it with him, but whether, you 

just say let's go ·all out and tromp their ass. I do 

not --

That's the tougher question, because one, that's putting 

you in the position of being the, the judge and tryer 

of the facts-. 

Before --

Before all the facts are in, necessarily. 

That's really my problem on that. I mean, I -- so this 

fellow says that, and this fellow says that -- that's 

the thing that concerns me. 

Well, maybe that's the way this ought to be handled, 

publicly. Say, "I have certain information about -

you know, allegations have been made about persons, some 

publicly -- some have not become public yet -- but I 

am not in a position where I can make any'' 

Yeah. Yeah. 

1'judgements, because all the facts aren't in yet. 1' 

-25-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

P.RESIDENT: 

But you really think, John, don't you, that, uh, you 

[unintelligible] in the meantime --

Okay. 

Your statement, this statement is terribly important. And, 

then frankly, something very shortly beforehand [unin

telligible]. Right? 

Right. 

I' 11 talk to you on Thursday. [Unintelligible]; Thank 

you. 

Yes sir. 

Would you say that you [unintelligible] move, uh [unin

telligible] in this area? 

Right. 

And, uh [unintelligible]. 

-26.-
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66. On April 16, 1973 from 8:58 to 9:14 p.m. the President spoke 

by telephone with Henry Petersen. Petersen gave the President a report. 

The President said he would not pass the information on because be 

knew the rules of the Grand Jury. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A sUDll8ry of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

66.1 House Judiciary Committee staff sunnnary of White 
House edited transcript of a telephone conversation 
between the President and Henry Petersen, April 16, 

Page 

1973, 8:58 - 9:14 p.m ••. .•••••••••.•.•••••••.•....••• 1298 

66.2 President Nixon daily diary, April 16, 1973, 
Exhibit 21, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••••• 1304 
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TRANSCRIPi!..*'OP APRIL 161 19'131 8:58-9: 14 P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 16, 1973, 8:5~ P.M. to 9:14 P.M. 

The President had a telephone conversation with Assistant 

Attorney General Henry Petersen from 8:58 to 9:14 p.m. on April 16, 

1973. The President asked if there had been any developments that he 

ought to know about and told Petersen "of course, as you know, anything 

you tell me, as I think I told you earlier, will not be passed on." 

Petersen replied that he understood, and the President said, "Because I 

know the rules of the Grand Jury." (p, 1) 

Petersen told the President that LaRue had been in and that he 

was "rather pitiful." Petersen told the President that LaRue had told 

John Mitchell that it was "all over." Petersen said that LaRue admitted 

"to participating in the (unintelligible) and obstruction of justice" 

and admitted being present, as Dean said he was, at the third meeting, 

the budget meeting. The President asked Petersen "Who was present at 

that meeting Henry? I don't know." Petersen replied that LaRue and 

Mitchell were present. The President responded that he seemed to have 

missed that meeting and asked Petersen if Dean was at that meeting. 

Petersen replied that Dean told them about that meeting in Florida, but 

that Petersen was not quite certain whether or not Dean was present. The 

President said, "[O]h, I heard about a meeting, but I thin~ you told me 

about that." (pp. 1-2) 
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Petersen said that LaRue was reluctant to say that Mitchell 

specifically authorized the budget for the electronic eavesdropping 

at that point, but that Petersen thought he was going to come around. 

Petersen said that LaRue had admitted that it could not have been acti

vated without Mitchell's approval. (p. 2) 

Petersen told the President that the prosecutors did not get to 

O'Brien or Strach~ that day. He said that Strachan had retained Colson's 

partner as his lawyer, but the U.S. Attorney's office objected, so 

Strachan got another one and would be back the next day. (p. 3) 

The President questioned Petersen about LaRue's telling Mitchell 

that it was all over, asking when he had done that. Petersen told the 

President that it had been just recently, within the past two days. (p. 3) 

Petersen then raised "an additional detail" on Ehrlichman beyond 

what he had discussed with the President earlier in the day. Petersen 

told the President that Liddy confessed to Dean on June 19 that he was 

present in the Watergate and that Dean then told Ehrlichman. (p. 3) 

Petersen told the President that Colson was present with Dean and 

Ehrlichman when Ehrlichman advised about telling Hunt to get out of town. 

Therefore, Colson would be called before the Grand Jury. With respect to 

Haldeman, Petersen told the President that Mitchell had requested Dean 

to activate Kalmbach for payments of money after June 17. Dean had said 

he did not have authority and went to Haldeman.who gave him the authority, 

and Dean then got in touch with Kalmbach to arrange for money. Petersen 

said that Kalmbach would also be called as a grand jury witness. (p. 4) 
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Petersen said that these were the only additional developments. 

The President asked him what the situation was with regard to negotia

tions with Dean and Magruder. The President said that he was "It]rying 

to get the timing, you see, with regard to whatever I say." Petersen told 

the President that Magruder's lawyers were very much concerned about Judge 

Sirica and wanted it ironed out first that Magruder would not go to jail 

before the rest of them if he confessed. Petersen said Titus would prob-

ably handle a meeting with Judge Sirica, but that it had to be very delicately 

handlal because Sirica "is apt to blast us all publicly. 11 Petersen told the 

President that Magruder's lawyers were not so much concerned about Ervin, 

and the President agreed because "the Ervin thing will become moot in my 

opinion." (pp. 4-6) 

Petersen said that the other concern of the prosecutors was how to 

charge Magruder. He told the President that they did not feel they ought 

to put Haldeman and Ehrlichman in the indictment as unindicted co-conspirators, 

but they were afraid not to because if they didn't and it got out, "it is 

going to look like a big cover-up again." Petersen told the President that 

anyone named in the indictment as an unindicted co-conspirator would in all 

probability be indicted later on. He said that a secondary issue was whether 

they would have enough corroboration to make those statements. Petersen told 

the President, in response to questions, that Mitchell would be named and 

that it would be done in open court. Petersen said Judge Sirica would i.nte .r

rogate the defendant, as was his habit. If he interrogated Magruder, that 

would bring out the facts concerning Haldeman and Ehrlichman, Petersen told 
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the President, "and ·if we haven't mentioned them or included them in the 

conspiracy charge, then we are all going to have a black eye." Petersen 

said that these were the things they were tryirig to work out, and in re

sponse to a question by the President said that he doubted it would be 

done the next day. (pp. 6-8) 

The President then inquired about the negotiations with Dean. 

Petersen said they were still tying down facts with Dean and wanted to 

get as much as they could. Petersen told the President that they were 

trying to get enough facts to make the decision on immunity and that it 

depended on how much of what Dean told them they could corroborate. The 

President asked, "If you can't corroborate enough then he doesn't get off, 

is that it?" Petersen replied that was right, they couldn't very well 

innnunize him and put him head to head against a witness who was going to 

beat him. The President asked if Dean's people were playing it pretty 

tougb with the prosecutors, Petersen replied in the affirmative, and the 

President said, "I guess we'd do that too, I suppose •••• I prefer them 

to do that." (pp. 8-9) 

The President then returned to the subject of June 19, and Petersen 

again said Dean reported that Liddy confessed to Dean and Dean told Ehrlicfunan. 

The President responded, "Hump -- that's new fact isn't it?" Petersen agreed 

that it was and said that it was a terribly important fact because no disclo

sure was made by either Dean or Ehrlichman. The President asked when Dean 

had said this, and Petersen said he was not quite sure. The President said 
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that Dean didn't tell him that, and that was the thing that discouraged 

him; it was a key fact that Dean should have told him. Petersen agreed. 

(pp. 9-10) 

The President asked again about Haldeman, and Petersen repeated 

that the principal thing he wanted to point out to the President was that 

Dean went to Haldeman to get authority to go to Kalmbach, who thereafter 

took care of the money. The President said that he knew about the $350,000 

fund, but didn't know "how it all went." Petersen said that it developed 

as money over which Haldeman exercised control, that the money was de

livered to LaRue to be used for payments, at least a portion of it. The 

President said that he thought Haldeman would say that was true, _but that 

Kalmbach should be asked. Petersen said that the money went to LaRue in

stead of to the Committee directly; LaRue apparently did not give a receipt 

and Haldeman had requested it. The President said that LaRue was loosely 

a member of the Finance Comnittee, and that Haldeman had told him it went 

to LaRue who was a member of the Committee or of Stans' committee. The. 

President said that he didn't know, but that Petersen ought to check it 

out. (pp. 10-12) 

The President then asked Petersen if there would be anything before 

the Court the following day. Petersen said that he did not think so and 

affirmed that the following day they would just continue to develop the. evi

dence. The President said that therefore no statement would be in order at 

the present time. The President said that they had decided against a state

ment that day because he thought it would possibly jeopardize the prosecution. 

Petersen suggested that it would probably raise more questions tlian it answered, 
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and the President agreed, saying that they didn't want to say anything 

"until -- like if there has been a big break in the case and everybody 

starts--" (pp. 12-13) 

Petersen then told the President that he had a call from a reporter 

for the Los Angeles Times who said they had a report out of the White House 

that two or three people at the White House were going to be thrown to the 

wolves. Petersen said he had told the reporter he couldn't tell him any

thing about it and would neither confirm nor deny it. Petersen said he 

mentioned it "only because its--" and the Presiden:t interrupted to say, 

"It's beginning to get out. Yeah." The President asked Petersen if the 

information came from the U.S. Attorney's Office, but Petersen said he 

doubted it because he had not told them. (p. 13) 

The President again asked how Colson was involved and whether he 

would be called. As the conversation ended the President told Petersen 

to call him, even if it was the middle of the night, if anything came up, 

and Petersen agreed to do so. (p. 14) 
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'-Y' ~e President tal~ed with his Assistant, u. R. llaldem.in. 
~· 

t.-\ The President talked with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

-A/The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. 
Bull. 

The President telephoned Staff Assistant Thomas Hart. The 
call was not completerl • 

The President went to the first floor private dining room. 

The President held a breakfast meeting with Speaker of the 
House Carl B. Albert (D-Oklahoma). 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

L-,) vThe President met with: 
Nr. Ehrlichman 
Hr. Haldeman 

t-~--J,-:;he President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

V 
v\"" The President met •.rith: 

Mr. Hald( 
Mr. Ehrlic,,man 

The President, accompanied by Secretary of Labor Peter J. 
Brennan, went to the South Grounds of the White House. 

The President and Secretary Brennan motored from the South 
Grounds of the White House to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The President was greeted by Robert A. Georgine, Secretary
Treasurer of the Building and Construction Trades Department 
of the AFL-CIO. 

The President went to the Cabinet Room in the Washington 
Hilton. He was accompanied by: 

Secretary Brennan 
Hr. Georgine 

The President grcet,:,d general presidents of union affiliates 
comprising the Huilding and Construction Trades ~~partment 
of the AFL-CIO. For a list of attende~s, see APPEX!HX "A." 
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The President addressed delegates attending the National 
Legislative an<l Safety Conference of the Building and 
Construction Trades Department of the AFL-CIQ. For a 
list of head ta l)le guests, see APPEXDIX "B." 

~lembers of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to his limousine. He was accompanied by: 
Secretary Brennan 
'.·!r. Georgine 
White Rous.:: ~hotographer, in/out 

The President motored from the Washington Hilton Hotel to the 
South Grounds of the l·!hite House. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

~-----
The President met with }Ir. Haldeman. 

The President met with: 
Dr. John Xorris, retired Associate Medical Director of 

Eastman-Kodak and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Alcoholics Anony~Dus (t~~) 

Robert Hitchins, General }!anager of AA General Service 
Office 

Tom Pike, member cf the National Advis::rj Council on 
Alcoholism 

Caspar \.' \-!einberger, Secretary of HEW 
James H. Cavanaugh, Staff Assistant 
lf.~ite House photographer, in/out 

The President received the one millionth copy of the 
"Alcoholics Anonymous" book. 

The President met with: 
Roy D. Hickman, President of Rotary International 
W. Richard Howard, Special Assistant 
Hhi te House ni1otographer, in/ out 

Mr. Hickman prese;1ted the President with the Paul Harris 
Fellow Award in rcco;nition of the President's efforts to 
promote world understanding. 

The President met with his Press Secretary, Ronald L. Ziegler. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

0 ···.---111e President met with: 
\ 

Henry E. '.)ct2rsQn, 
t-!r. Ziegler 
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A< TIVITY 

The President requested that Mr. Ziegler join him. 

The. President talked with Hr. Ziegler. 

The President met with: 
:-tr. Ehrlichman 
Hr. Ziegler 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with Mr. Bull. 

The President met with Mr. Dean. 

The Preside:-,t talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President met with: 
William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Hr. Ziegler 

The President and Secretary Rogers went to West Executive 
Avenue. 

The President and Secretary Rogers motored fror.t West Executive 
Avenue to Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President went boating on the Sequ~i._~ with Secretary 
Rogers. 

The President and Secretary Rogers had dinner on board. 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President motored from the Washington Navy Yard to the 
South Grounds of the White House. 

The President returned .to his office in the EOB. 

The President telephoned Mr. Ehrlichrnan. The call was not 
completed. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

TI1c President tolked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

I 

r.11/S~I/.JD 
( 'i . Op' 

,I 
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67. On April 17, 1973 from 9:47 to 9:59 a.m. the President met with 

H. R. Haldeman. The President instructed Haldeman to tell Kalmbach that 

LaRue was talking freely. There was discussion of the problem raised by 

Dean's efforts to ~et immunity. 

In response to the C01111littee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of ~he recording. A summary of that transcript has 
. . 

been prepared. 

67 .1 House Judicislry Committee staff sunnnary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
between the President and R.R. Haldeman, 

Page 

April 17, 1973, 9:_47.;.. 9:59 a.m •••• ~················· -1308 

67.2 President Nixon daily diary, April 17, 1973, 
Exhibit 48, Jn re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••••• 1312 
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67.1 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMI.ARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPJ' OF APRIL 17, 1973, 9:47-9:59 A.M. MEETING 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 17, 1973, 9:47 a;m. to 9:59 a.m. 

On April 17, 1973, the President met with H. R. Haldeman in 

the Oval Office in the White House from 9:47 a.m. to 9:59 a.m. The 

President began the conversation by saying that he was thinking that 

they probably should use John Connally more to try to hammer out what 

their policy should be on Watergate. (p. 1) 

Haldeman said that Colson had told Ehrlichman that morning 

that Colson's sources in departments and around town said that "we've 

got one more day to act on our initiative." {p. 1) Haldeman told the 

President that "[t]he White House has got to move" and, if they were 

going to move that day, they probably ought to meet earlier so they 

would be ready to move by three or three-thirty. (p. 2) 

After a deletion of "Im]aterial unrelated to Presidential 

action," (p. 1) Haldeman mentioned ''all these breaks, this White House 

is all over town," and that the President had seen or knew the Los 

Angeles Times had the story, to which the President replied, "About 

(unintelligible)." (p. 2) 

The President said he thought ''we have to move today," and 

"you might have to give them the full report today the way it is break

ing so fast." The President said that he had had quite a long talk with 

Rogers, who was ''much more rational than Len." "On the other hand," the 

(1308) 



67.1 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 17, 1973, 9:47-9:59 A.M. ft1EF.'l'ING 

President said, "you've got the problem of you and John sort of being nibbled 

to death over a period of time." "By not moving," the President said, "having 

a situation where, frankly, the changes of your being •.• publicly attacked 

and also even the steam of the prosecution is greater." Every day, the 

President said, "there is some damn little thing that somebody touts around 

with," so that "everything can be explained and try to defend and all that sort 

of thing." The President said that he was not prepared to make that suggestion, 

but Haldeman should talk to John about it. Haldeman agreed. (pp. 2-3) 

The President then said, "Dean met with Liddy on June 19th, must have 

been when he did it." "He was in California in January," the President said, 

"but that is irrelevant." But "they keep banging around and banging around. 

The prosecution gets out the damn stuff." The President asked Haldeman if John 

had talked to him about it. Haldeman replied that Dean had told that story to 

him and Ehrlichman in Ehrlichman's office the preceding week or two weeks before 

and that Haldeman thought he had described the story to the President in some 

detail. The President said that this was after they had started their own 

investigation, and Haldeman agreed. The President said, "I mean it wasn't back 

then. It wouldn't indicate that we knew about all this, etc." The President 

continued, "Another thing, if you could get John and yourself to sit down and 

do some hard thinking about what kind of strategy you are going to have with 

the money. You know what I mean." Haldeman replied, "Yeah." There is then a 

deletion in the transcript of "[m]aterial . unrelated to President's actions." 

(pp. 3-4) 

The President told Haldeman that he had to call Kalmbach "so I want 

to be sure. I want to try to find out what the hell he [apparently Dean] is 

-2-
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67.1 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIP'f OF APRIL 17, 1975, 9:47-9:S9 A.M. MEE'l'ING 

going to say he told Kalmbach." The President asked what Kalmbach said he told 

him and whether he said they wanted the money for support. Haldeman replied 

that he didn't know and said that John [apparently Ehrlichman] had been talking 

to Kalmbach. The President said to be sure that Kalmbach was "at least aware 

of this, that LaRue has talked very freely. He is a broken man." (p. 4) 

The President continued by saying that "this destruction of the 

(unintelligible) things is troublesome, of course." The President said that 

John told him too, and "basically the culprit is Pat Gray." He asked Haldeman 

if Colson knew about that and if they were calling Colson because he was in 

the room when it was handed to Gray. Haldeman replied that apprently Colson 

was not, but that there was a meeting before in which they supposedly talked 

about the deep-sixing and all that, which Colson was supposed to have been in. 

Haldeman said that Colson did not remember being in it and that Colson flatly 

said he was never in anything where'there was a discussion of getting Hunt out 

of the country. Haldeman said that Kerhli, who was supposed to be at the same 

meeting, said the same thing and that Ehrlichman had checked everyone who was 

at the meeting and nobody recalled that being said except Dean. And, said 

Haldeman, Dean was the one who "called Liddy and told him to telephone Hunt to 

get out of the country and then ¢alled him later and said not to." (pp. 4-5) 

The President then said that he would like a policy, that he thought 

"we've got to think about a positive move" and "it ought to be today." Haldeman 

agreed. The President said that "it should be at 3:00 today" and that he hoped 

the story didn't break today in II Haldeman said that even if it' did break, 

the President could "get into a cycle with it," and the President replied that 

he did not want to be answering it. (p. 5) 

-3-
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6?. 1 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SW.fMABY OF ~!HITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 1?, 19?3, 9:4?-9;59 A.M. MEETING 

The President said that he wanted "a thing done today." Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman had to think, the President said, "not just in terms as a 

national group for the President and all that," but also had to think "in 

terms of having this damn thing continue to be dragged up bit by bit and 

answers dragged out bit by bit." The point was that "Dean's incentive with 

the U. S. Attorney, incentive with everybody else will be this and that," the 

President said. The President said that "the prosecutor has been pretty clever. 

They got Magruder. Magruder just caved, it had to come. It had to come, Bob. 

It was going to come." (p. 6) Haldeman agreed. The President replied, "That's 

right." 

The President said that Dean "is the one who surpries me and dis

appoints you to an extent because he is trying to save his neck and doing so 

easily. He is not, to hear him tell it, when I have talked to him, he is not 

telling things that will, you know--" Haldeman said, "That is not really true 

though. He is." The President replied that he knew, that Dean Ntells me one 

thing and the other guy something else," and "[t]hat is when I get mad." The 

President said that Dean was trying to tell enough to get immunity. Haldeman 

said, "That is the real problem we've got. It had to break and it should break 

but what you've got is people within it, as you said right at the beginning, who 

said things and said them, too, exactly as Dean told them. The more you give them 

the better it will work out." (pp. 6-7) 

' ~-~--
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9:18 

9:19 

9:30 

E:47 
9:59 

10:0.S 

10:05 

10:29 

10:29 

10:34 

10:34 

' 

9:25 

9:46 

9:59 

10:00 

10:28 

10:34 

12:19 

p ·, 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with his Special Consultant, Leonard 
Garment. 

The President m~t with his Assistant, H •. R. Haldeman. 

The President met with the First Lady. 

The President and the First Lady went t,) the South Grounds of 
the White House. 

'llle President and the First Lady participated in an arrival 
ceremony honoring Giulio Andreotti, President of the 
Council of Ministers of the Italian Republic. For a list 
of members of the welcoming committee and of the official 
Italian party participating in the ceremony, see APPENDIX 
"A," 

The President and the First Lady escorted Priree Minister and 
Mrs. Andreotti to the Blue Room. 

The Presidential party received members of the official 
Italian and U.S. parties. Assisting in the receiving 
line were: 

William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Mrs. William · P. Rogers 
Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr., Chief of Naval Operations 
Mrs. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr. 

The President returned ~o the Oval Office. He was 
accompanied by: 

Prime- Minister Andreotti 
Neil A. Seidenman, State Department interpreter 
Mrs. Anna Saxon, State Department interpreter 

'llle President met with: 
Prime Minister Andreotti 
Andrea Cagiati, Diplomatic Advisor to Prime }linister 

Andreotti 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
Mr. Seidenman 
Mrs. Saxon 
Members of the press, in/ 0ut 
White House photographer, in/out 
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12:11 p.r.i. TUESDAY 

M :TIVITY 

The Presidential party went to the South Grounds of the 
t-lhite House. 

111e President and Hr. Kissinger returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
Ronald L. Ziegler, Press Secretary 

~ The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

The President met with Assistant Attorney General Henry E.. _ 

Petersen. 

, .. Y The Pr
0

esident met with: 
, Hr. Haldeman 

Mr.. Ehrlichman 

p 

R 

-
The President went to the Press Room • . 

The President addressed members of the press on the 
developments in the Watergate case. 

White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. Bull. 

The President met with: 
Secretary Rogers 
Mr. Haldeman 
Nr. Ehrlichma.n 

,V The President talked with Mr. Ziegler. 

TI1e President was telephoned by Hr. Kissinger. TI1e call was 
not com::,leted. 

The President re~urned to the second floor R~sid,•nce. 
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7·36 o.a. TUESDAY 

R The President talked with Hr. Kissing~r. 

The President went to the North Portico. 

The Presidant greeted Prime Minister and Mr:oi. Andreotti. 
,·!embers of the press, in/out · 
White House photogra[)her, in/out -

The Presidential party went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President met with: 
The First L~dy 
Vice President and Mrs. Spiro T. Agnew 
Prime Minister and Mrs. Andreotti 

" 
Secretary and Mrs. Rogers 
John A. Volpe, Ambassador from the U.S. to Italy 
Mrs. John A. Volpe 

8:22 

8:22 

8:39 

10:11 

8:39 

10:ll 

10 :11 ·10 :32 

10:32 

10:33 11:17 

\ 

\ 

Giuseppe Medici, Italian Minister of Foreign Aftai:rs _ 
Egidio Ortona, Ambassador from Italy to the U.S. 
Mrs. Egidio Ortono 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied by Prime 
Minister and Hrs. Andreotti, went to the Blue Room. 
Enroute, they participated in a photo opportunity at the . 
foot of the Grand Staircase. 

White House photographer, in/out 

The Presidential party received dinner guests~ 

The President and the First Lady hosted a State Dinner in 
honor of Prime Minister and Mrs. Andreotti. For a list 
of dinner guests, see APPENDIX "B." 

The President and the First Lady vent to the Grand Rall. 

The President and the First Lady received guests attendin~ 
the entertainment portion of the evening. For a li$t ~f 
attendees, see APPENDIX "C." 

Tne President and the First Lady, accompanied by Prim~ 
Minister and Hrs. Andreotti, went to the East R..,,,::1. 

TI1e Pres i <lent and the First Lady attended a pt!rf,,r.:i;1:i,·,· 't,,· 
singer Frank Sinatra. For a list of j!lh:?St$. ,_.,.,• 
APPENDIX "B" and APPENDIX "C." 

Mvmhers of the press, ia/l-',ut 
White House photograph.?r, in/L•ut 

I 
I 

l 
I 

e i 
• ! 

'-----.L..----1---L---L------------------------- · -·- --- ·- -·· 
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The Pr.::si.dent and the First Lady escorted Prime Minister and 
,·!rs. :\ndreotti to their. motorcade at the North Portico. 

The President and the First Lady returned to the second floor 
Residence. 

The President talked with }tr. Kissinger. 

SM/CD/JO 
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68. On or about April 17, 1973 John Ehrlichman had telephone conver-

sations with Charles Colson, White Bouse aide Ken Clawson, and former 

CRP campaign director Clark MacGregor. Ehrlichman asked Colson and 

Clawson about their recollections regarding Dean's allegations that 

. Ehrlichman had told Dean to destroy documents from Hunt's safe and to 

order Hunt to leave the country. During the cours _e of their conver

sation, Colson and Ehrlichman discussed nailing Dean by seeing that 

he not get iulllunity. Each of these conversations was tape recorded 

by Ehrlichman. 

Page 

68.1 Transcript of a telephone conversation between 
John Ehrlichman and Clark MacGregor, SSC Exhibit 
No. 107, 7 SSC 3007-08 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 1318 

68.2 Tape recording of a telephone conversation between 
John Ehrlichman and Ken .Clawson, April 17, 1973 . 
(received from SSC) and Rouse Judiciary Committee 
transcript thereof •••••••••••••• ~. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1320 

68.3 Tape recording of a telephone conversation between 
John Ehrlichman and Charles Colson, · April 17, 1973 
(received from SSC) and House Judiciary Committee 
transcrip _t thereof. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 1325 
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68.1 TRANSCRIPT OF EHRLICHMAN/MacGREGOR TELEPHONE 
CONVERSATION, SSC EXHIBIT NO. 10?, ? SSC 3007-08 

3001 

ExRmIT No. 107 

Conversation with Clark MacGregor. 

E. Ehrlichman. 
ll. MacGregor. 

E. Hi, Clark. Gee, you're nice to call back. 
M. ~·ell, you bet, sir, I'm sorry I was away. I went to one of those very exciting 

dedication ceremonies of the new building and housing with Federal Power 
Commission. 

E. Say I missed that. But ·I just want you to know it wasn't because I wasn't 
invited. 

lI. I want to give you a detailed report. 
E. That's why I called, really. . 
:Y. We may get around to that someday. Actually, I think that's a great idea

they have a new ·building in the north capitol street area near Union Plaza 
area in that old, it's been torn up so much and they have a federal agency 
in there. I think it's a darn good idea. 

E. It helps the town. I am asking :rou to plumb . your recollection. Mr. Mac
Gregor. Back in the days following the Convention we were all at the con• 
vention and then if you will remember, the President went to San Clemente 
for five or six days and then he went on to Honolulu. · 

M. Yes, I remember. 
E. Do y-0u remember a sequence of events where we batched a plot to have 

Olark MacGregor go out and make disclosures on the Watergate case? And 
said-

M. Yes. 
E. And said. wouldn't it be an ideal time when the President is in Hawaii so 

that he's detached and so on and so forth? 
lf. I do recall it. 
E. And we bad extensive discussions and I'm, what I'm trying to track down is 

a memo that was ·written· about that and I can't find any record of it and 
it may be that I am just imagining that there is such a thing. 

lf. John, I don't honestly recall a memo. Now, as I think back on that it may 
•be that my recollection will change but I recall the circumstances that 
brought me to San Clemente and I think I came with some reluctance but 
not because of Watergate, because-

E. Other things you had to do. 
it. Yes. that's right, and because Bob Haldeman said to me that he felt that 

it was imperative that •I come out and visit with Bob and with you about 
the question of · if you will White House oversight of Committee activities 
in certain key states. 

E. Oh, yes, that was the problem we discussed at the convention and so on. 
Yeah. 

lI. ,And directly to our discussion which you and Bob and I think Fred :\Ialek 
and l had a meeting in your office and that eonsnmed much of the morning. 
We were--1 think you and Bob and I were on some other matters for part 
o( the morninl!' in Roh'~ <1ffice: thf'n it Sf>E>ffi!< to mi> we <'On'l'"i>nE'(l TPillly in 
your office with Fred )!alek and then we met briefly with the President; 
then we trooped up to hear the President respond to the questions put to 
him :rn<l thnt W"" A11~1~t :?9 in the outdoor, sort of out door gi'l'"e and take 
session he had with the press. 

E. Yeah, yeah. good for you. 
Well. the thing that I am trying to recall is the details of this concer>t that 
we should make a clean breast of the Wntf'rgate right at that time. It 
becomes material In this whole investigation that's going on now only for 
the question of the part that .John DE>nn may han~ played in ghing adrice 
that we ought not to do it at that time. 
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-

3008 

M. Again, I'm going to rely on recollection and I'll look at home tonight, John, 
because I didn't retain a great many papers. I thought it was no purpose 
behind, somebody else was going to be the historian, ·but I do recall that 
sometime in advance of that San Clemente discussions which we just covered, 
which took place on August 29, sometime prior to that the idea was voiced by 
l!aurlce Stans or others that maybe I ought to go before the press and say 
here's the written accounting of what transpired and I'm prepared to answer 
your questions about this and that although I never saw _a memo I did see 
a draft. a rough draft, which I think was the one fl.led through John Dean. 
which eonsisted of five to seven double spaced pages on regular 9 x 12 paper, 
non-legal Size paper with a sort of a historical summary. That I know, that 
particular paper, I think probably came to my attention in my campaign 
office at 1701 sometime a week to two weeks in advance of the Republican 
Convention and it resided for some time in my right hand drawer of the desk 
where ·I kept papers that I wanted to pick out and look at from time to ·time 
but haven't decided to act 'OD. I don't recall that there was any accom.panying 
memo at any time or anythillg in letter form that referred to the question 

E. 

M. 
E. 

}!. 

E. 
}!. 

of whether Clark MacGregor should make this statement. 
We had some pretty heated telephone conversations; as l recall, about your _ 
doing this. 
Well, I think that may •be Tight. 
Yeah. You decided in your own mind that it wa. not a wise thing to do and 
we went back and forth, baek and forth on it. Is that about right? 
Yes. ·Maybe. I think--'! felt one of, well, •I think you may be right, but rm 
trying to probe my own recollection, my own motivee. 
Yea~ . - _ 
It seems ,to me •I felt at that time that certain things that wer.e set forth 
there were things that were strange to me and that I would not be able to 
handle very well in 'terms of questions. And -I think that rather than the 
question of the issuance of something it was a ·question of whether I was 
the appropriate person to ... Manry Stans at that time was saying to me 
he wanted to do it. 

E. •Oh, yeah. Yeah, I remember that, and . you felt, in fact you said what would 
I say . if they asked me to vouch for these things and at that-time you had 
conducted no independent investigation. · 

M. Except yon should kn'Ow that what I did was during ,the first week of July, 
that would have been on .Monday; July 3, for the few people who were around 
and then more extensively on Wednesday, July 5. I did ask to .come into my 
1701 office Fred I.aRue, ,Jeb Magruder, Herb Porter and two or three others 
and simply close the door and put it to them face to face. -

E. One by one? 
M. Yep, did you in any . . . were you in any way involved or did you 

have any prior knowledge before June 17 'Of the events that are known as 
the Watergate? · 

E. And they said no? 
:\I. Yeah. - . 
E. OK, if you find it convenient a-nd could rummage around and see if you have 

anything on that particular transaction, I'd be very grateful to you. 
M. OK, I will, John, I'll be looking for that, as I say, that double Sllf\ced, l can 

remember it · was on white paper and i.t was on first sheets, not onion skin 
and I don't know that it had any particular ,title, ,but it did ·run 5-7 pages. 

E. And it would been a sort of a script of what you might have said? Is that it? 
lf. Or issued, or handed out to the press. Kind of a white paper. 
E. I get it. 
11. •I think it was referred to by one or more persons at that time as a white 

paper, 
E. Well, tbeIDemo 'I had in mind was one that I wrote that was a conceptual 

thing that said this coincidence of event were coming oft' the- convention, 
'""lcGovern is our opposition, Clark MacGregor is a bright new Image, the 
President wilt' be in Ha wail-why not take advantage of that coincidence 
of factors and let's make a clean breast of things. 

:\I. I recall that whnt you have just said was presented to me I think partly by 
Bob Haldeman and partly by you but I don't recall ever seeing it in writing, 

E. Yeah, yeah. OK. 
Thank you, Clark, sorry to have bothered you. 

· M: Ob, no bother. 
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68, 2 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 17, 1973 EHRLICHMAN/CLAWSON 
TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

EHRL I CHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLI CHHAN: 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 
STAFF FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A 
RECORDING OF A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
JOHN D. EHRLICHMAN AND KENNETH CLAWSON ON OR 
ABOUT APRIL 17 1973 

Hello? 

Hi, John, 

Hi, Ken, You called me, 

No, I didn't call you, 

I'm sorry. I got a message at home to call you. 

Huh, 

I'll be jiggered. 

No, not at all. 

This is Ken Clawson? 

Yep. 

Huh. 

Unless it was Jim Clawson. 

Couldn't have been, Isn't that strange? 
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TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

Nope. I didn't call you at all, John. 

Gee, I hope I didn't wake you up. 

I'm, I'm out of it with this damn cold. 

Aw--That's too bad. While I have you, could I ask you 

something? 

Sure. 

I'm, I'm awfully sorry to bother you. Uh, you may recall 

a meeting in my office which I think you sort of convened 

to talk about a press report -- the, uh, this during the, 

the Watergate aftermath when it, when it broke -- a 

press report about Hunt's safe being in the White House. 

And you and Chuck and Bruce Kehrli came up here and met 

with Dean and me to talk about what to, you know, what our 

response should be, and so forth. Do you remember that? 

Uh, vaguely. I remember better the, the, uh, an earlier 

meeting in which, uh, the question was, uh, should we give 

out Hunt's dates of employment, and did Charley, uh, -- what 

Charlie's role was in hiring him. 

Yeah. Well, this focuses particularly on, uh, what we 

ought to do about the contents of the safe, what we ought 

to say to the press, what we ought to do about Hunt, and so forth. 

-2-
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CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

Do you have any present recollection of that? 

A vague memory, Yeah. But I don't recall any of the 

details of it. 

Well, it's, it's interesting because Dean, uh, who as you know 

has talked to the U. S. Attorney at great length, 

Yeah. 

uh, uh, cites some comments of mine in that meeting as evidence 

of corrupt attitude on my part. And, uh, I am looking 

for anybody who can, uh, help me to recall what took place there. 

That's a hell of a note, John, 

LLaugh~/ I agree. Well, let me, let me --

If you want me to be forthwith and straight forward with 

you, I'll recollect anything that you want. 

Well, no, uh -- Let me, let me tell you what my problem is, 

and then you can, you can, uh, uh -- As I rec--, uh--Don't--

I won't -- I'm Got to tell you what I recall and what I 

don't recall. He alleges that I said two things at that 

meeting. One, that we ought to "deep six" the contents of the 

safe, quote unquote, and two, that we ought to get Hunt to 

leave the country. 

Oh, I could -- listen, John. If anything like -- If either 

-3-
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TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHHAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLI CHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

one of those two things were said that would be vivid in 

my recollection. 

I would think so. I would think so. 

And that's, you know, that's objectively. 

Now 

LUnintelligibl~/ true. 

in point of fact, Dean phoned Liddy and asked Liddy to 

have Hunt leave the country. 

That's new ne ws to me. 

Yeah, but see this is -- and he's -- and what he is doing is 

saying, "Well, I was just being a good German and carrying 

out orders." 

No, I, uh, I would have absolutely no trouble, in, in, in, 

in, in remembering either one of tha;e two things had 

that been said. 

Well, okay, Uh --

One would just remember that. 

Yeah, that's a, that's a fairly, uh, that's a fairly dramatic event. 

-4-
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TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

CLAWSON: 

EHRLI CHM..A.N: 

CLAWSON: 

Yeah. 

Okay. Thank you very much. 

Sure John. 

s--, awfully sorry to have bothered you. 

Not at all. 

I, I'm jusc don't understand --

LUnintelligibli7 If there's anything I can do in this 

thing, please let me know. 

I will. I will. Thank you, Ken. 

Sure. 

Bye. 

Bye, 

-5-
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68,3 TRANSCRIPf OF APRIL 17> 1973 EHRLICHMAN/COLSONTELEPHONE CO'iVERSATION 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY STAFF 
FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A RECORDING 

OF A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN JOHN D. EHRLICHMAN 
AND CHARLES COLSON ON APRIL 17, 1973 

EHRLICHMAN: Hello. 

FEMALE VOICE: Hello. 

EHRLICHMAN: Hello. 

FEMALE VOICE: Mr. Colson's office. 

EHRLICHMAN: Yes. This is John Ehrliclnnan. 

FEMALE VOICE: Hi, Mr. Ehrlichman. 

EHRLICHMAN: Is Mr. Colson in? 

FEMALE VOICE: Yes, just a minute, please. 

COLSON: Hello. 

EHRLICHMAN: Hi. 

COLSON: Hi, John. I'll be over about eleven if that's 

convenient. 

EHRLICHMAN: Fine. That's very good. 

(1325) 



68.3 TRANSCRIP'f OF APRIL 17, 1973 EHRLICHMAN/COLSON TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

Two qui.ck ci,uestions ,, though -- uh, well, one thing 

I should tell you is that our grapevine, uh, last 

night really started accelerating. Uh, something 

coming out this morning -- "Dean involved" -- uh, now 

I notice the L.A. Tim.es has it this morning -- but the 

people that Shapiro has been getting information from. 

You know the town is buzzing with -- is alive with the 

story. 

Huh. 

So I don't think we have a hell of a lot of time 

All right. 

to beat anybody to 

All right. 

the [unintelligible]. I just thought I'd let 

you know that. [Unintelligible] Did he, when he 

went over there -- uh, was he given any immunity? 

Not yet. What they have done apparently --

They shouldn't give it to him. 

-2-
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EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN ~ 

COLSON: 

I know it. Wliat tfiey said to Ii.im is that unless he 

turns up corroborated evidence against Haldeman 

and me --

Is that who he's trying to nail? 

Sure. 

Who? Dean is? 

EHRLICHMAN: Yup. 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

That's John Mitchell again. Son-of-a-bitch. 

Unless, unless he does that, he doesn't get immunity. 

Now my grapevine tells me that you are going to be 

summoned over there today. 

Oh, really? 

Yup. And that uh, they are going to ask you about a 

meeting in my office . which Dean has highlighted as 

the central uh, uh, gem stone in the case against me. 

And, uh, so just in case you get hauled over there be-

fore eleven o'clock, maybe I'd better tell you about it. 

Uh, it was a meeting that Kehrli, Clawson, you, Dean 

and I had here. 

-3-
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COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

--·-------------~-------

I wasn't th.ere. 

In my office? 

I was not there. 

Hm. 

Dean tried this -- Dean tried this one out on me 

Friday nigh.t, and I said "I -- the only thing I 

can ever really recall, John, is I once told you that 

I thought it was a stupid God damn thing for Hunt to be 

a--, unavailable." 

Well, that's the, that's the meeting where supposedly 

I ordered him to tell Hunt to leave the country. 

Never heard that, and, and I will so state under oath.. 

Uh, or that I, uh, admonish.ed everyone that we ought 

to figure out some way to "deep six" the contents of 

Hunt's safe. 

No. No way. I was the one who said, "Go get Hunt's 

safe and be sure it's preserved for the FBI." 

Right. 

A. And B, it's stupid to get him out of the country 

but th.at was in my office, not in yours, and you 

weren't present. 

-4-
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EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

No. 

I can handle that one easily. 

But you were not in a meeting here? 

Well, I may have been, but I sure don't remember 

that. 

That's the way. Okay. 

All right? 

Yeah. 

I can handle that. 

Thank you. 

We'll see you --

I'll see you at eleven. 

There are a couple of things that you and I need 

to do to protect each other's flanks here. 

{Laughs] 

But -- Listen, we'll talk about that. 

All right. 

But, uh -- no, I'm serious. 

-5-
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EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

COLSON: 

Well, uh --

Let's .get, 

fair enough. 

let's get it, uh, clearly understood that that 

son-·of-a-bitch doesn't get immunity. I want to 

nail him. 

Well, I'm doing my best. 

No. I want to nail him. I'll take immunity first. 

Okay. 

All right? 

All right. 

Good. 

All right. 

Thanks. 

-6-
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69. On April 17, 1973 at 10:26 a.m. Gray met with Petersen in Gray's 

office. Gray has testified that he admitted to~~tersen that he had 

received files from Dean in Ehrlichman's office an) \ told Petersen that 

he had burned the files without reading them. Petersen told Gray that 

the assistant U.S. attorneys would want him before the grand jury. 

During the afternoon of April 17 Petersen told the President that Gray 

had admitted destroying doc11ments he. received from Dean. 

69.1 L. Patrick Grity log, April 17, 1973 (received 
from SSC) •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• • •• • • • · 

69 • 2 L. Patrick Gr sty testimony, 9 SSC 34 71. •••••••••••••• 

69.3 Henry Petersen testimony, 9 SSC 3624-26.•••••••••••• 

69 .4 Henry Peterse11t testimony, Watergate Grand Jury, 
February 5, 1974, 26-27 (received from Watergate 
Grand Jury) ..•••••.......... ........................ 

69.5 White House edited transcript of a conversation 
between the President and Henry Petersen from 

Page 

1332 

1334 

1335 

1338 

2:46 to 3:49 p,.m., April 17, 1973, 1, 38-40......... 1340 
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DAILY LOG . ~· 1Lr. · ------------~ 

DtnCCTOR'S OFFICE: 
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-· 

O,\IL LOG 

DIHCCTOR'S OFFICE 

.- cDCRAL Dlln ,; Au OF INVC STICATION 
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69. 2 L. PATRICK GRAY TESTIMJN!1 AUGUST 31 197i.! 9 SSC 34'11 

3471 

Mr. Dean told the prosec11tors that :\Ir. Ehrlichman hacl said to him. 
"Dean, youdrirn across the bridge eac_h day, throw them in .the ri~·er.'' 

I was extremely troubled at my demal to Mr. Petersen. I slept little, 
if any, tha.t night. r On Tuesday, April 17, I9n, 11:t approximate!:>: 9 a.m., I placed a call 
to 1Ir. Petersen on my pn vate line. He was not m and I left word. He 
called me back and, at my request, we met in my office later in the 

· morning. I staz:ted our _meeting by admitting that Dean _had giYen Jne 
two white manila files m Ehrhchman's office. He ash-ed 1f I natl them 
and I told him I had burned them. He asked if I knew what was in 

L them. I told him I had not read the files. He said, "The assistant U.S. 
attorneys will want you before the Federal grand jury." 

" On ,vednesday, April 25, 1973, I telephoned Senator ,veicker asking 
to meet with him. For a week I had thought about this matter and of 
Senator Weicker's staunch and valiant support of me and his warm 
friendship. I had a duty to tell him of these two files, yet my shame 
was so deep that it was hard to pick up the phone and call. . 

Senator 1Veicker and I met twice that day in my office and again 
the next day. I told him the manner in which I had received the files, 
that I had not read them, and that I had torn them in half and thrown 
the_m in my burn wastebaskets under my desk in my office on July 3, 
1972, after returning from a visit to the San Diego and Phoenix field 
divisions. We discussed this subject at great length and he qu~--tioned 
me intensively on the entire matter. I persisted in my assertions to him 
that I had not read them, and that I had thrown them in my bum 
wastebaskets in my offic~ on July 3, ~972. . -

-I really cannot exp lam why I failed t-0 tell Senator We1cker all the 
facts at this time and made the misstatements to him concerning the 
date I destroyed the files and my h"Ilowledge of what one of them con
tained . .A sense of shame is all I can remember. I suppose I felt, in 
some irrational way, that I would look better in his eyes if I had 
destroyed them promptly and never looked at them. I ha:-e subse
quent!~· revealed all the facts of the matter to Senator We1cker, the 
staff of this committee, the prosecutors, and the grand jun-. 

At the time I accepted the two files from Dean and Ehrfichman, at 
the time I destroyed them, and on the se,·eral occasions, priorto my 
denial to Henry Petersen on April 16, in which I resisted disclosure of 
the fact that I had recei ,·ed and destroved the documents, I believed 
that I was acting faithfully, loyally, properly, and legally pursuant to 
instmctions gi,·en me by top assistants to the President of the United 
States. I have come to belieYe, however, what I should have realized 
then , that my acceptance of the docum ents in the first place, and my 
keeping them out of the n01mal FBI files, was a griernus misjudgment. 
Jfy destroying them and resistance of disclosure only compounded the 
error. That the documents were not in fact '\Yatergate eddence. while 
legally significant, does not Jessen my present belief that I permitted 
myself to be used to perform a mere political chore. I shall earry the 
burden of that act with me alwavs. 

Mr. Chairman. that conclndt's · mv statt'ment. sir. 
~cnator E, :nx. Mr. Gray. the comnrittce got copies of .vour stafr

ment late and l>oth counsels for the committee han, not had an oppors 
tunity to study it; and it is alrhost-! o'clock. aft er ;j days of hearings 
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3624 

:Mr. DAsH. Around December 22, 1972, in connection with hearings 
on Mr. Bittman's motion, I understand, concerning certain items that 
were taken out of J[r. Hunt's safe, did Jlr. Dean tell you that he had 
girnn certain items from Jfr. Hunfs files to Jfr. ti-ray? 

:Mr. PETERSEN. Yes, we had an all afternoon session which started 
around 2 or 2:30 p.m. in·which we were interviewing l\lr. Dean, l\fr. 
Fielding-Freel Fielding of the White Honse staff. and Brnce Kehrli 
with respect to their search of Mr. Hunt's office immediately after it 
was ascertained that he had some part in the break-in. 

Mr. Bittman in his motion on behalf of Mr. Hunt had alleged that 
there were two notebooks present among Mr. Hunt's possessions that 
were not accounted for in the FBI inventory and we were trying to 
determine where they were, if they existed, did the FBI agents have 
them, did Dean, Fielding, Kehrli come across them, did they retain 
them or what have you, and we spent all dternoon interrogating those 
three people anticipating they would be called as defense witnesses 
on the motion to suppress. At approximately 6 :30 that evening my 
recollection is we were interrupted ,vith news on the DeCarlo com
mutation. 

Mr. Dean pulled me aside and said the statement in there were trne. 
he had g-iven everything to the FBI, but some documents he had given 
to Mr. Gray personally and I said. "'Vell, ,John, I just want to know 
one thing, are they related to ,v atergate," and he said, "They are abso
lutely unrelated." I said, ""'"ell, if you are asked that question. you 
are going to have to tell the ti:uth." I remember his answer very vividly. 
"Henry, I will tel1 the truth, I am not going to lie for th'.l.t damn 
Ehrlichman. I may lie for the President but I am not going to lie for 
him." I said, "l\Iore than that, ,Tohn. I am willing to tak<'-yonr w·ord 
that they are not related to ,vatergate, but defense counsel is not g-oing 
to be. Now if von are askPd that c111estion. those docnnwnts are !!oinrr 
to have to be produced and you had better talk to Pat Gray about it" 
and he said .he would. We broke up on thmt note and we wete going to 
get back to 1t, supposedly. 

I was off on a Christmas holiclaY. ,Yhen we came back, ne!!otiations 
were unde1aken with respect to the plea of !!Hilty bv H11nt and at 
the SU,!:r,!!eshon of the proS<'cntors I apnron'd the acceptance of a plea 
to three counts. the conspiracy count. burglan· count. nnd eaYesdrop
ping count, which as I rPcall wonld hare snhit>ct('d th0m to about 25 
years, and the court ,,ent ns onr lwtter and insisted the>~-plead to 
everything, which the:v did. ""ith the acceptance of the r,lea the motion 
to suppress was not. pressed and. of course, I guess I jnst no longer 
had in the forefront of mv mind those documents or that. question 

"th respect to thoS(> notebooks. 
---.. fr. nAsTT. Did tll<'re come a time when yon followed up and asked 

1\fr. Grnv whetlwr or not he did rec<'in• certain documents out of 
1\fr. Hnnt'ssafc from l\[r. Dean? 

1\fr. P1;;n:ns1-:N'. During tll<' course of l\fr. Gray's confim1ation hearing 
he had occasion to call me nhout some point ancl in tlll' com·&• of that 
c·om·<'rsation I had asl,wl him ,·pn· casnalh- if he lwd en•r l'<'C<'i,·<'d 
<locmnents from .Tohn DPan from Hmtt's saf<' 01· offic<' whieh "·er<' not 
giwn to tlw agents and h<' said. no. Th<' next oct·asion came on or 
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r.bout .\pril 15 when.John Dean was being debriefed by the prosecutors 
and he related this to him and Silbert asked me about it and I said 
yes, and told him I had asked Pat Gray and Pat Gray said no, and I 
went back to Pat Gray either on April 16 oi· 17 and asked him again, 
told him what ,Tohn Dean had said, and he said Henry, that is not so. 
About this time I was having some discussion with the President about 
it. I had imparted this,information to him and he said well, I think 
Dean is te1ling the truth on this, you ougnt to ask :Ehrlichman. ,vhen 
I left there I went over to Ehrlichman's office and he was not there 
and I frankly did not bother going back to him. ,ve double-checked 
with Dean's counsel and they were sure of it and I went back to ~[r. 
Gray the following week, around the 25th, 26th, and asked him again 
and this time he said yes, that he had received such documents, that 
tl1ey had implied that he ought to destroy them, that he had taken 
them home over the weekend and brought them back and tore them up 
and threw them in the burn basket. I said-- · 

~fr. D.\SH. Did he tell you why he had destroyed them, whether he 
was acting under instructions 1 . 

.Mr. PETEns.Ex. ,ven. I asked him if he read them and he said no. and 
he said. well, the.v just said they were politically sensitirn. . 

Mr. DASH. Did you say he did not know the contents of the papers? 
Mr. PETERSEN. I asked him if he read them and he said he did not. 
~fr. D.\SH. ·where did you say thatl\Ir. Gray went before he burned 

ili~i . ~ 
· xir. PETERSEX. He went to Connecticut. He was in travel status, as I 
recall his statement to me, and after he received the documents he was 
going up over the weekend or to make a speech and took the documents 
with him and told me he brought them back to the office and tore them 
up and pointed down to the basket beneath his desk and said I put . 
them in there. 

Mr. DASH. ,vithout reading them? 
l\Ir. PETERSEX. That is right. 
l\fr. DASH. On the 26th, which was quite some time bevond the 

period we ha,·e been talking about, ~Ir. Gray has testified that on that 
day, apparently that is the day he did admit to you that he destroyed 
the documents, you said to him that you were scared and that you and 
he, Mr. Gray, were expendable and )Ir. Haldeman and )fr. Ehrlich~ 
man wern not expendable. 

Did :vou say anything like that to him and, if so, why '? · 
l\Ir. PETERSEX. I am not sure yon lul\'e the time right. )Ir. Dash .. As 

I recall it, that was the night before )[r. Gray resigned. It was the dav 
on which this item that we are discussing was nnblicized nnd I 
received a cal1 from the President. as did )[r. Kleindienst in the 
evening, and the President asked me whether or not I thought )ft-. 
Gray ought to resign and I tolct him that I thought )fr. Grav·s posi
tion was untenable. And he said wc> will discuss it with tht• Attornev 
Geneml. He. too, had talked to the Attornev Geneml and, of cout~. 
I did discuss it with the Attorney Gt>uc>ml a'ucl pursuant to thl' P1·esi~ 
dent's instrnctions wc> askc>d Pat G rn v to nl('et us and we did llll'l't in 
the hack office of )[r. Kleindic>nst's ofliee nnchw diSt'U5&'d thl' situation 
and in my rom·ersations with the Prc>sident I expressed some s~·m
pathv for )fr. Gray. who I think most hi!!"hh-of. I ha,·e no hcsitanc\·: 
I liked the mnn ,·ei·y much. And I told tl1c> President. ··)fr. PresidPi1t, 
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I think he is an innocent victim," and the PresiclC'nt said, ') 'es, Henry, 
maybe, hut there arc going to be a lot of innocent Yictims before this 
is over." So it was in that context. the cont<'xt of commiseration. I 
did not want to be there, we were 111 effect, suggesting that the man 
resign, and when l\fr. Kleindienst went out of the room to talk to the 
President again, you know, I said Pat, we are all going to be embar
rassed before this is over, I am scared, we have a constitutional con
frontation here, we have the Presidency of the strongest nation in the 
world teetering in the brink. I do not remember saying that we were 
expendable, Ehrlichman an<l Haldeman ,vere not, but I may ha,·e, I 
was upset. 

Mr. DASH. Are you aware that 1Ir. Gray's testimony is that he 
informed you on April 17 that he had received the documents? Are you 
aware that at that earlier time he gave you that information '? 

Mr. P:ETERSEX. No, sir. )Iv recollection is that I went. to see him on 
the 16th or 17th and he den1ed it, I went back to see him the following 

Lweek after double-checking with Silbert and Dean's counsel and the 
President, what have you, and it was Tuesday of that week, I think, 
maybe the 25th, 26th. -

Mr. DASH. Do you recall that sometime after the conviction of the 
seven Watergate defendants and the sentence, having lunch with )Ir. 
Kleindienst, Mr. Dean and Mr. Ehrlichman and a question of leniency 
for the defendants coming up. 

Mr. PETERSEN. No, no, I never had--
Mr. DASH. Let me rephrase the ouestion. Are vou aware of a lunch 

that Mr. Kleindienst had with Mr. Dean ancf :\Ir. Ehrlichman in 
which a question of leniency came up concerning the defendants in the 
-w atergate case 1 

Mr. PETERSEX. "Well, I am aware of a time when I received a tele
phone call from Mr. Kleindienst who said I am just now leaving the 
"White House and I am on my wav to the airport and on the way by l 
will stop by and you go downstairs and I will pick yon up. Yon ciin 
ride out to the airport wit-h me and I want to get some information 
from you, and I cannot fix the date except that it was a time "hen 
Mr. Kleindienst was going to Boston and he was meeting his wife at 
the airport. · , 

We rode out to the airport and he said, I just had lunch with Dean 
:rnd Ehrlichman and the,v raised a question of whether or not leniency 
could be accorded these defendants. And I said absolutely not. I said 
indeed, we are going to do just the contrary: It is not the practice in 
the District of f'o]umbia to i·ecommend specific terms, jail terms. but 
it certainly is the practice to recommend for jail or no jail and we 
intend to recommend jail time for these people and beyond that, after 
thev are sentenced we intend to call them back and immuniie them and 
in order to compel thrir testimony as to whether or not-other persons 
are involved, and if thev are contumacious and refused to testify thev 
will be held in contempt. 1Ve discussed more what the procedm:e ,ms. 
the sentencing procednres and when they "·onld be sentenced and what 
have you, and he finally said do me a favor. go on b,wk and go on 
over to the 1Vhitc. Horn,e and tell those crazy gn ,·s m·er there ,,hat ·.-ou 
just told mr before they do something thev ,vill be sorry for .. -\.ncl 
I said, well, OK, and I went back to m:v office and on the way back 
I thought I hn.ninot been owr then' yet and this is not the time to go, 
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69.4 HENRY PETERSEN TESTIMONY
0
• FEBRUARY 5, 1974, WATERGATE 26 

GRAND JURY, 26-:2? _______ ----·-

conversation. It may have been~ 

BY HR. F?,.M•t?TO:-T: 

Q Mr. Peters,:?n, when was t.he first time you learned 

that Gray had destroyed the material that he had received? 

A Not until very, very late in the investigation, 

and that was 

Q It was well after April 15th, was it? 

A Well, well after. It was a week after. When I 

went to Gray -- the second time, I went to Gray in person, 

and I think that was on, maybe, the 17th of April, and he 

denied it. We had a general discussion about it. 

Q He denied he'd even got the material? 

A That's right. He just said that Dean was not telli g 

the truth. And then I told Silbert to go back, and then I 

reported to the President that Gray had said this wasn't true 

and the:,president said, "Well, talk to El~rlichr:ian." . 

In the meantiDe, Silbert had gone back to Dean and 

he came back and said, "Dean's firm on it. 11 And then my 

recollection is that a week had expired and it was the succeed 

ing week -- maybe Tuesday or Wednesday -- and I went to Gray 

again and, at that time, Gray said, you know, "Yes, that:rs 

true. They making a patsy out of me. I've been taken. I've 
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fron Gray? 

A 

Q 

A 

That's right. 

Not from the President or from Ehrlichman? 

No. No. The discussion, .though{- ·L:thiok was 

27 

whether or not Gray had been instructed to destroy them. And 

my recollection of the President's position was that Ehrlich

man said that he had not. That's my recollection of the 

discussion. 
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MEETING 1 , 38 --40 --- - -- - - -· ··-- -- ··-·· - -- ···-

,-;;,~ndix 41. Meeting: The President and Petersen, 

l:::11 17, 1973. (2:46 - 3:49 p. m.) 
Oval Office, 

Steward - Mr. Peterson 

p 

p 

Right. 

All right - he can come in. 

Steward - Have him come in now, Sir? 

p 

p 

HP 

p 

HP 

p 

HP 

p 

HP 

P. 

Yeah. 

Hi. 

Mr. President, how are you? 

Sit down, sit down. 

Thank you, Sir. 

(Inaudible) meeting'- in the middle of the night 

for a change. The, ah, anything new I need to 

know? 

No, Sir, ah. 

Don't. As a matter of fact, I don't want you 

really to tell me anything out of the Grand 

Jury unless you think I need to know it. If it 

corroborates something or anybody here I need to 

know it - otherwise I don't want to know about it. 

No, Sir. 

That's good, because I find - Incidentally, if 

I might - I don't think I like - for example, 

I haven't been in touch with John Mitchell but 

he might call me sometime and I don't want to 

~ea position of ever saying anything, see? 
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69.5 WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 17, 1973, 2:46-3:49 P.M. 
MEETING 1, 38-40 

-----·----

-38- 1C37 

Damn, I .admire your strength. I tell you. 

Well, that's what we are here for. 

Well I know but I've been around government long 

enough .•• 

Frankly, the Dean thing troubles the hell out of 

me - I would lik2 in on~ sense I would like to 

see the poor bastard you know, out of it and in 

another sense I think the immunity thing scares 

me to death. 

Well it does me too. I agree. 

How shall we leave that? You will go back and 

you haven't made a decision then? 

Well we're still negotiating. 

You are going to try'to see if you can get it 

another way -

That's right - that solves the problem for me -

and if 

But you may not be able to and then we will have 

to get Dean. He is the only one, so - otherwise 

you go the other way'. 

Yeah. Incidentally, I talk,ed with Pat Gray 

again -

Yeah 

I went back again today 

Do you think you can put that piece together? 
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-39 -

Yes sir - I'll tell you what happened. He said 

he met with Ehrlichman - in Ehrlichman's office -

Dean was there and they told .him they had some 

stuff in Hunt's office that was utterly unrelated 

to the Watergate Case. They gave him two manilla 

envelopes that were sealed. He took them. He says, 

they said get rid of them. Dean doesn't say that. 

Dean says I didn't want to get rid of them so I 

gave them to Gray. But in any event, Gray took 

them back, and I said Pat where are they, and he 

said I burned them. And I said -

He burned them? 

I said that's terrible. 

Unrelated - only thing he can say was - he did it 

beca?se it was political· stuff I suppose? 

Well, you know, the cynics are not going to believe 

it was unrelated. 

Oh yes of course. 

I said, did you read it? 

Who handed it to him, Dean? Who knows the contents? 

Dean and Ehrlichman. Dean -- Gray says he never 

looked at it - never read it. 

Did Dean? - did we ask Dean what the contents 

were? 

I didn't ask Dean because he said it was -
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Did anybody? 

l r, _0 ,1 
;...JJ 

HP Not at this point. We'll have get to that 

p 

HP 

p 

HP 

p 

L 
p 

obviously. 

Sure. Dumb damn thing to do. 

I think it is incredible and I just -

Why didn't he just put it {inaudible) 

I said Pat why did you do it. 

Pat's naive. 

He said - well, I suppose because I took them at 

their word. 

{Apparently someone ~rought in a statement} 

(Inaudible) Oh this is a (inaudible) Senate Select 

Committee. Let me read it to you if you can 

(inaudible) it for me·a little. "For several weeks 

Senator Ervin and Senator Baker and their counsel 

have been in contact with White House representatives, 

Mr. Ehrlichman and Mr. Garment. They have been 

talking about ground rules to preserve the 

separation of powers without stressing facts. I 

believe that the Committee ground rules that have 

been adopted totally preserve the doctrine. They 

provided the ... appearance by a witness named -

in the first instance to be in executive session 

if appropriate . Second, the executive privilege 

would be expressly preserved (inaudibl e ) proceeding 

would -be televised (inaudibl e ) ... that hus never 
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70. On April 17, 1973 from 12:35 to 2:20 p.m. the President met with 

H. R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman •. Ronald Ziegler joined the meeting 

from 2:10 to 2:17 p.m. There was a discussion about what to do about 

Dean and what Dean might say if he were fired; about the motive for 

making payments to the defendants; about what :Strachan would say con

cerning intelligence material received from Magruder; and about whether 

Dean had reported to the President in the summer of 1972. There was 

also discussion of a press plan. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of th4!! recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

Page 

70 .1 President Nixon daily diary, ApI'il 17 , 19 7 3, 
Exhibit 48, In re Grand Jury, Mi.sc. 4 7-7 3... • • • • • • • .. 1346 

70.2 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of White 
House edited transcript of a meeting among the 
President, H.R. Haldeman, John Ehrlichman, and 
Ronald Ziegler, April 17, 1973, 12:35 - 2:20 p.m ••••• 1350 
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TI1c rresident went to the Oval Office. 

The President talked with his Counsel, John w. Dean III. 

T~,e President met with his Special Consultant, Leonard 
Garment . 

The President m2t with his Assistant, H • • R. Haldeman. 

The President met with the First Lady. 

The President and the First Lady went t:,"> the South Grounds of 
the White House. 

The President and the First Lady participated in an arrival . 
ceremony honoring Giulio Andreotti, President of the 
Council of Ministers of the Italian Republic. For a list 
of members of the welcoming cor.nittee and of the official 
Italian party · participating in the ceremony, see APPENDIX 
"A." 

The President and the First Lady escorted Pri~e Minister and 
M~s. Andreotti to the Blue Room. 

The Presidential party received members of the official 
Italian and U.S. parties. Assisting in the receiving 
line were: 

William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Mrs. William· P. Rogers 
Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr., Chief of Naval Operations 
Mrs. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. He was 
accompanied by: 

Prime · ~Linister Andreotti 
Neil A. Seidenman, State Department interpreter 
Hrs. Anna Saxon, State Department interpreter 

The President i;,.et with: 
Prime Minister Andreotti 
Andrea Cagiati, Di.plor.i:i.t ic Advisor to ?r-ime Ni.nister 

Andreotti 
Henry A. Kissinger, As$i$t~nt 

. Hr . Sc.l uenm.:!n 
Mrs. S:t :wa 
M~mber ~ of the pr-~s:;. i.:~i ~lut 
Wh i.t ... · fh>·-l~~L~ ~l\ (1t,,r.c1~~ · .. -::· . ;~T.,./uttt 

·, ' 1 I <:.._ 
l ... -------- - --- ·- - --- ~ -1~~~!·...:: :_,_: .. · ___ .~_~:_1.; ... •· :/ ;: ;.·) ;· .. .,,. ,~· ..... \·: .. : ..... _ .. \ ~ ~·~·: ... ~ .. -<·t ... · ~~ .... 
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5:16 

6:19 
7:14 
7 :14 
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PHONE 
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. 
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APlUL 17, 1973 
'll:'-1£ DAY 

12: l':l p • .:i. Tl!ESDA': 

M :TfVfTY 

The Presidential party went to the South Grounds of the 
White House . 

TI1e Pri=sident and Nr. Kissinger returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
Ronald L. Ziegler, Press Secretary 

"' The President met with Mr, Ziegler. 

The President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

. The President met with Assistant Attorney General Henry f'..·----

p 

R 

Petersen. 

"i--- The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The Presiden ·t went to the Press Room • . 

-~ The President addressed members of the press on the 
developments in the Watergate case. 

V 

White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. Bull. 

The President met with: 
Secretary Rogers 
Mr. Haldeman 
Nr. Ehrli chman 

J The President talked with Hr. Ziegl<i!r. 

The President was telephoned by Hr. Kissinger. The call 1o:as 
not com:il e te<l. 

The Pres iclent re~urned to th e sec oncl flc,,,r Resid,•nce · 
, ·_: .. 
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8:02 

8:03. 

8:03 

8:22 

8:22 

8:39 

10:11 

Out 

7 :3 3 · 

8:21 

8:39 

10:11 

10:11 ·10:32 

10:32 

10:33 11:17 
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I' ,· I'! 1~nl 
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R 

PRESIDc,'IT fllCHJ\RD NIXON'S 0;\JLY DIARY 

DATE (~.b .. {),1y . Yr . I 

IJ'RIL .l_7 ,. 1973 
TIME DAY 

7:36 o.m. TUESDAY 

,v Tf\ '1 rY 

Tile President tal ked with He. Kissing.,r. 

The President went to the North Portico. 

The Presid,mt greeted Prime Ninister and Mr:s. Andreotti. 
,·!embers of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The Presidential party went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President met with: 
The First L;idy 
Vice President and }!rs. Spiro T. Agnew 
Prime Minister and }!rs. Andreotti 
Secretary and Mrs. Rogers. 
John A. Volpe, Ambassador from the U.S. to Italy 
Mrs. John A. Volpe 
Giuseppe Medici, Italian Minister of Foreign Affii{'rs 
Egidio Ortona, Ambassador from Italy to the U.S. 

~ Mrs. Egidio Ortono 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied by Prime 
Minister and Mrs. Andreotti, went to the Blue Room. 
Enroute, they participated in a photo opportunity at the . 
foot of the Grand Staircase. 

White House photographer, in/out 

The Presidential party received dinner guests. 

The President and the First Lady host .ed a State 
honor of Prime Minister and Hrs. Andreotti. 
of dinner guests, see APPENDIX "B." 

Dinner in 
For a list 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady received guests attendin~ 
the entertainment portion of the evening. For a li5t ~f 
attendees, see APPENDIX "C." 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied by rri1a,' 
Mi nister and Mrs. Andreotti, went to the East R,,,,r.1. 

The Pre s ident an<l the First Lady attended a pe::f,,1-r.::i<,,,. t-,· 
s i n~er Frnnk Sinatra. For a list of pi~st:,,. ,,,.,. 
APl'ENlllX "B" a n<l APPENDIX "C." 

lll' mhers" of the pr e ss, ia/,,ut 
l,/h i tc' llou ,;c phocogr:lp'1~r, in(,,ut 

______ ,__ _ __ ___J.__,___,__ ___ _ _____________________ _ 

.. ·~·-
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p 

PRESIDHlf RiCH;\flf) rH/O~J' S Df,IU D!I\RY 

.v n·:rn: 

The Prc ::ildcnt and tile First Lady escorted Prime Minister and 
'.·Ir:;. :\ndreotti to their. m:>torcarlc at the North Portico. 

Tl1e President and the First Lady returned to the second floor 
Residence. 

The . President talked with }Ir. Kissinger. 

L s:1/rn/JD 
·-----L--_L_...J___j__ ___ _ 
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70.2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPJ: OF APRIL 17, 1973, 12:35-2:20 P.M. MEETING 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 17, 1973, 12:35 to 2:20 p.m. 

On April 17, 1973, the President met with H. R. Haldeman 

and John Ehrlichman in the Oval Office from 12:35 to 2:20 p.m. 

Ronald Ziegler was present from 2:10 to 2:17 p.m. The transcript be

gins with the notation, "Material not related to Presidential actions 

deleted." (p. 1) 

Ehrlichman told the President they had a press plan, but 

it rested upon some decisions that the President had to make on 

"sort of an action plan." Ehrlichman said he had just met for an 

hour with Colson, who was very concerned and said he had to see the 

President. Colson wanted to explain in length to the President why 

Dean had to be dealt with summarily, Ehrlichman said. Ehrlichman said 

that Colson's argument would be that "the City of Washington, generally 

knows that Dean had little or no access to you." The President responded, 

"True, that's quite right. Dean was just a messenger." Ehrlichman con

tinued, "That knowledge imputed to us is knowledge imputed to you" 

and that if Dean testified that "he imputed great quantities of know

ledge to us, and is_allowed to get away with that, that, that will 

seriously impair the Presidency ultimately" because it would be "very 

easy to argue - that all you have to do is read Dean's testimony -

look at the previous relationships - and there she goes!!' So, said 

Ehrlichman, Colson argued that the key was that Dean should not get 
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immunity. The President said, "Well, he told me that, and I couldn't 

agree more.'' (pp. 1-2) 

Ehrlichman told the President that Colson said the 

President had total and complete control over whether Dean got 

immunity through Petersen and that Colson would be glad to come in 

and tell the President how to do it, why, and all that stuff. The 

President said that he did not want Colson to come in, that he felt 

uneasy about that, his ties and everything. The President said, ''I 

realize that Dean is the (unintelligible). Dean, of course, let's 

look at what he has, his (unintelligible) and so forth about (unintelligible) 

go popping off about everything else that is done in the government 

you know, the bugging of the--" Ehrlichman said that the question 

was "which way he is liable to do it most." The President said that 

if he got immunity, he would want to pay just as little price as he 

could. Ehrlichman responded that the price, the quid pro quo for 

inununity was "to reach one through us to all of us." Ehrlichman 

said Colson argued that if he were not given inununity, then he 

would have "even more incentive to go light on his own malfactions [sic] 

and he will have to climb up and he will have to defend himself." (p. 2) 

The President said that when he talked to Dean he told him 

he understood the tactic of all three resigning and that Ehrlichman 

and Haldeman had offered to -resign. Haldeman asked whether they had 

told him that the price of his immunity was that they resign, did they 
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feel that made their case or did he have to give them evidence? The 

President replied, "I don't know. He's going to have a tough time 

with that." (p. 3) 

Ehrlichman told the President that his action plan involved 

the President 1s suspension or firing of Dean in the course of an 

historical explanation of the President's reliance on the Dean report 

and his apparent unreliability. The President replied that Garment 

had been in that day and said that it was going to come out anyway, 

and that was Petersen's view, as well. The President said Petersen 

told him on Sunday that it was all going to come out and Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman were going to resign. The President said he had asked 

Petersen again the preceding day, saying that it was "pretty damned 

flimsy," and Petersen said that he was not talking about legal 

exposure but about the fact that "as this stuff comes out they're 

going to be eaten, but eaten alive" and that the clamor will be 

something the President could not stand. The President said he 

asked Petersen if it would be better "to get leave or something,'' 

and he said, "No, this is the government," that they couldn't later 

have Haldeman against Dean, and Haldeman against Ehrlichman, Ehrlichman 

against Dean, because they'd definitely say, ''Mr. President, can't 

you let these fellas - - -" (pp. 3-4) 

The President said, "That's an argument to be made," that 

it was Garment's argument and he guessed Rose agreed with it. The 
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President said that his problem was "at the present time, I just don't 

want to have to talk to each of these sideline people individually, 

'cause I don't know." After some discussion of whether a Times leak 

was from Garment or the Justice Department, the President said that 

Dean supported the Garment plan and had talked to Garment. (p, 4) 

Ehrlichman said that Dean had talked "to everybody in this place," 

and the President said, "I told him not to talk to him any more." 

The President then said, "But you see Dean -- let 1s see, what the 

hell -- what's he got with regard to the President? He came and 

talked to me, as you will recall, about the need for $120,000 for 

clemencies--" Ehrlichman said, "You told me that the other day, 

I didn't know that before," and Haldeman said, "so what?" The 

President continued, "I said, what in the world .'.J'ohn, I mean, I 

said John you can't (unintelligible) on this short notice. What's 

it cost (unintelligible) I sort of laughed and said, 'Well, I 

guess you could get that.'" Ehrlichman asked, "Now is he holding 

that over your head?'' The President replied, "No, No, No, I don't 

think Dean would go so far as to get into any conversation he had 

with the President -- even Dean I don't think." Haldeman said 

Dean could not,mentioning executive privilege. The President said, 

"1Y]ou 1ve got to figure that Dean could put out something with 

somebody else." The President said to Ehrlichman that that was 

the only thing Dean had told him but that he had not yet asked him 

about the Liddy thing with Ehrlichman. Ehrlichman said, ''Oh well, 
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they'll be one of those a day," The President asked, "Well, the 

point is can we survive it? • Can Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

survive it." The President said he knew that "you'll go out and 

throw yourselves on a damned sword," that they were "the two most 

valuable members on the staff •• , I,] the two most loyal and the 

two most honest," The problem, the President said, was that "I do 

not want to be in a position where the damned public clamo 

as it did with Eisenhower, with Adams, makes it necessary or calls -

to have Bob come in one day and say, 'Well Mr. President, the public -

blah blah blah - I'm going to leave.'" That was the real problem, 

the President said, and he didn't think kicking Dean out would do it, 

though he was not ruling out kicking him out. "But I think you got 

to figure what to hell does Dean know. What kind of blackmail 

does he have? I don't know what all he does--" (pp. 5-6) 

Ehrlichman then suggested that the President had Dean 

telling him that he had talked to the U.S. Attorney and told him 

a lot of things he had done wrong, so the President should put him 

on leave, The President said that he had asked Dean that, and Dean 

said he would go on leave along with Haldeman and Ehrlichman. Ehrlichman 

said that Dean was not in any position to bargain with the President 

on that. The President said that Ehrlichman had been charged by a 

U,S. Attorney and Petersen, but Petersen was not charging Ehrlichman 

with legal . wrongs. Ehrlichman said that was what he meant, that he 

understood the difference, and that Dean had broken the law. The 

President said Petersen had told him that, because of the evidence, 
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"Haldeman and Ehrlichman should (unintelligible) now I'm faced with 

that damned hardship." (pp. 6-7) At this point in the transcript, 

there is a deletion of "material not related to presidential actions.'' 

(p. 7) 

The President then returned to Colson 1s thought that it 

would be in order not to give immunity and asked what he should tell 

Petersen about immunity for Haldeman and Ehrlichman. Haldeman 

replied, "Well, tell him not to give us immunity either." The 

President said, "(unintelligibl~ that's a problem, Now, come on!" 

Haldeman said that it was none of his (presumably Petersen's) 

business whether the President suspended them or not, it was the 

President's decision. The President said he knew it was, but that 

if he didn't suspend them, he (presumably Petersen) would give him 

(presumably Dean) immunity. "That's the problem (unintelligible) 

unbearable." Dean, said the President, "is the guy that he's got 

to use for the purpose of making the case." (pp. 7-8) 

The President said Petersen said he legally had a case 

on Ehrlichman and that on Haldeman it would have a lot to do with 

what Strachan and Kalmbach said, "the 350 thing and that sort of 

thing," Haldeman said, "Kalmbach has no relation to me on that." 

The President asked, "Have you given any thought to what the line 

ought to be -- I don't mean a lie -- but a line, on raising the 

money for these defendants? Because both of you were aware of what 

was going on you see--- the raising of the money -- you were aware of 

it, right?" Ehrlichman said, "Yes, sir." The President continued, 
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"You see, you can't go in and say I didn't know what in hell he 

wanted the $250 for." Haldeman said, "no." The :President said, 

"You say that our purpose was to keep them from talking to the 

press," and Ehrlichman said that was his purpose and that before he 

got too far out on that he wanted to talk to an attorney and find 

out what the law was. The President replied, "Right!" Haldeman 

said, "That's just what I want to do too." The President said, 

"Right. Good." He continued that he thought that it involved 

"all our people," including Kalmbach and what Kalmbach was told, 

Ehrlichman told the President, "IW]hen the truth and fact of this 

is known, that building next door [EOB] is full of people who knew 

that money was being raised for these people." The President said, 

"Many who know, but there were not so many actors. In other words, 

there's a difference between actors and noticees." Ehrlichman said 

that he was not an actor and that he wanted the President to think 

very critically about the difference between knowledge of the general 

transactions going on and being an affirmative actor because that was 

the difference between him and Dean. (pp. 8-10) 

Ehrlichman questioned whether in the orderly administration 

of justice it looked right for anybody in the White House to get 

immunity, no matter how many other people he implicated. (p, 10) 

The President and Haldeman then discussed Garment's view 

on whether there should be a public statement that day. (pp. 10-11) 

The President then said that LaRue and Strachan had been called, Dean 

"might put up a story of the times," and "Iy]ou never kmw, We don't 
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need a Haldeman/Ehrlichman." Ehrlichman replied that it was 

"typical Dean position''; if Dean was treated different from them, 

he would say he was a scapegoat for higher-ups. Haldeman said that 

figured because he knew Ostrow and Ostrow covered Justice. The 

President speculated about whether the press had any more; and 

Haldeman said that.he thought they probably had more in the Committee, 

not in the White House, that he didn't know what it could be unless 

they got Colson stuff, and that Colson was the only area where there 

was any jeopardy in the White House. (pp. 11-12) 

Colson's position with regard to Dean was further discussed, 

The President said that if he told Dean to leave that day Dean would 

go out and say that the President was covering up for Ehrlichman 

and Haldeman because the President knew what he knew. The President 

said, "I'm trying to look and see - John - what to hell we are really 

up against. First it was Liddy (unintelligible) scapegoat, now John 

Dean is," Haldeman said the answer, if Dean said it publicly, was that 

'the President is not covering up for anybody and will not tolerate -

The President said that the way Dean put it to him was very cute, that 

he said that if Haldeman and Ehrlichman were willing to resign he 

would too, leading the President to the conclusion that Dean was doing 

what his aUorney told him to do. Ehrlichman agreed, saying that it 

would be argued to the U.S. Attorney that the President thought enough 

of Dean's charges to let these guys go. Dean, said Ehrlichman, had in 

effect confessed the commission of crimes to the President. The 

President said, "And charges you, , , .And I said, 1Now wait - these 

charges are not -- 1 and you see he also has an alibi in the U.S. 

Attorney--" (pp. 12-14) 
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Ehrlichman returned to his plan, which he said would 

involve a recounting of how the President got into his personal 

investigation by reason of Dean's being unable to reduce his full 

report to writing for the President, that this rang a bell, and that 

the President personally turned to and had spent a great deal of time 

in the last several weeks on this and had seen dramatic progress 

in the grand jury in the last several days. That, said Ehrlichman, 

would be Step 1, and in addition the President would say that the 

Ervin conunittee had come up with a good set of ground rules. The 

President asked about executive privilege before the Ervin Conunittee. 

Ehrlichman said it was reserved, and ·the President said fine. Haldeman 

said, "At this point, the way we're in the soup now, we can lose 

nothing by going. , •• I think we may gain," and the President 

agreed. (pp. 14-15) 

Ehrlichman said that was all he had for today, but he 

said, "II]t gets - you into the case -- its you leading it. It notices 

the progress and the Grand Jury as related to your efforts and it doesn't 

say what they are." The President said that the point was that the 

story today was that Dean was suspended and then Dean was going to 

be out saying the President had indicated that Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman might go, too. (p. 15) 

Haldeman suggested that Dean not bea1spended, but that he 

be instructed not to come to work any more, and that the same be 

done for him and Ehrlichman. Haldeman said he had concluded that 

his course was that he had to put out his story, in total and in 
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his words, before he went to the Senate Committee, The President 

said he thought Haldeman would never get to the Senate Committee 

because the hearings would never go forward. Haldeman said he 

thought there was no chance of their not going forward; it would 

be great if they did not and maybe then he would never tell his 

story; but his view was that at some point in time he was going 

to have to tell it. The President suggested that Haldeman reserve 

the right to tell his story until he felt he had to go to the 

Committee hearings or he got to a point where he was nibbled to death. 

Haldeman added until a partial charge came up, for instance if the 

grand jury leaked or the Justice people leaked the Strachan stuff, 

forcing his hand. (p. 16) 

Subject to attorney's advice, Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

asked to be relieved of their normal duties in order to prepare for 

their appearance, Both asked to be able to come into the office, 

Ehrlichman saying that he needed to get to records, date books, 

and correspondence to prepare a defense. Ehrlichman told the 

President that he had "pretty much unplugged myself of my day-to

day stuff, because with t his kind of stuff going on you just can't 

think about anytbing 'else." The President replied, "Of course, it's 

been a little hard for me to also," (pp. 16-18) 

The President asked about Dean coming in and said he 

thought he had told Dean to have noth f ng more t i) do with this case. 

Ehrlichman said if that was so Dean was "sure not following out 

your orders," Ehrlichman said that he imagined Dean had "carted 
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stuff out of here by the bale,'' and Haldeman said that if the 

President suspended him or told him to leave in any way "you also 

move in to take care of his files," (pp. 18-19) 

The President asked whether he could tell Dean that 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman had requested to be relieved of their main 

duties to prepare for their grand jury appearance, Haldeman said 

that the trap the President would be falling into there was that he 

would be admitting to Dean1hat he regarded the allegations Dean 

raised against Haldeman and Ehrlichman as of the same validity as 

Dean's own criminal admission to the President. The President said 

there were two different levels, and Ehrlichman said then that was 

the way it ought to be put. Ehrlichman said Dean had "brought in a 

lot of silly garbage about me which doesn't add up to a nickel's worth 

of a law suit," but had told the President that he had been involved 

"in all kinds of stuff," and it was "a very different qualitative 

problem." (p. 19) 

The President wondered whether or not he trapped himself 

by telling Dean that both Haldeman and Ehrlichman offered to resign. 

Ehrlichman said he had offered to resign at the President's total 

and sole discretion and the President didn't have to have a reason. 

(pp. 19-20) 

The President said that Petersen realized that before he 

could try to give Dean immunity he had to have corroborative testimony 

on the value of Dean's evidence and that was what Petersen was trying 
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to get by calling Strachan, Colson, Kalmbach, et al • . The purpose, 

the President said, was to get corroborative evidence that Dean's 

evidence was so valuable as far as other people were concerned that 

he should therefore be given immunity. The President asked 

Ehrlichman if that made any sense. Ehrlichman said he didn 1t know, 

and the President said, "But you see what his tactic is?'' (pp. 20-21) 

Ehrlichman said he didn't know what the previous commitment 

to him (presumably Dean) was, but that he was not being fired or 

suspended, he was being directed to stay away from the office, The 

President said that he might put it that since he was talki.ng to a 

U.S. Attorney, if he could put it that way "I might be able to make 

some hay. Bring the U.S. Attorney in •. And I'll say don't give 

him immunity." Ehrlichman added, "From a public policy standpoint." 

The President again described what Petersen had told him. (p. 21) 

Ehrlichman tad the President, "If this is awkward for you, 

the best thing you should do is getrid of me, , •. once and for all." 

Anything short of that, Ehrlichman said, it seemed to him the Presi

dent had to take into account qualitative differences. (p. 22) 

Ehrlichman said that if the President did not want to make 

a formal suspension of Dean, the thing to say was "I want you to 

stay away from the office. Just don't come around, because I know 

everything that happens in this building is being funneled directly 

to the U.S . Attorney through you, or I have reason to think that, 

and I cannot have that situation." (p, 22) 
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The President asked Ehrlichman if his fear was Dean 

getting inununity, and Ehrlichman said it was that Dean or anybody in 

the White House getting inununity "is in itself treatable as a 

cover-up." Ehrlichman told the President that the things Ehrlichman 

would have to say about Dean would be "that Dean was the sole proprietor 

of this project, that he reported to the President, he reported to me 

only incidentally." The President asked about Dean's reporting to the 

President, and said to Ehrlichman that the problem Ehrlichman had there 

was that Dean had a point that Ehrlichman had to realize. Dean, 

the President said, did not see him until the day Ehrlichman told 

the President he ought to talk to De~n. The President said he 

thought that was in March. Ehrlichman replied, "All right," and 

repeated that the basic point was that Dean was in charge of this 

project. The President said, "He'll say he reports to the President 

through other people" Ehrlichman said, "Well, O.K. Then you see what 

you've got there is an imputation. He says • • 'I told Ehrlichman 

that Liddy did it.' What he is saying is that, 'I told the President 

through Ehrlichman that Liddy did it.' " Haldeman said that meant 

that "it was perfectly acknowledged as far as Ehrlichman was con

cerned and there was nothing that you were required to do about it 

anyway." "That's right," Ehrlichman said, "But you see I get into 

a very funny defensive position then vis-a-vis you and vis-a-vis 

him, and it's very damned awkward." Ehrlichman said he hadn't thought 

it clear through and didn't know where they came out. (pp. 23-24) 
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The President referred to "Dean's little game· here," and 

said of course Dean didn't report to the President. "I was a little 

busy.'' the President said, "and all of you said, 'let's let Dean 

handle that and keep him out of the President's office.' And maybe 

you didn't want him in there for other reasons too, But he did," 

(p. 24) 

The President said that Dean would then say who the hell 

did he report · to. Ehrlichman said, in many cases, to no one "fh]e 

just went ahead and did things." (p. 24) 

Ehrlichman said that he had checked his records for · 

last year and that he saw Dean less than five times a month. Matched 

against the substantive things he was doing, Ehrlichman said, "Dean 

becomes practically the least of my worries." The President asked 

Haldeman about his meetings with Dean, and Haldeman said he had .no 

idea, he didn't have a log. The President said, "The only thing 

he doesn't have is the fact that should have come in to see me," 

The President guessed that Ziegler talked to him, and Ehrlichman 

said Moore had, frequently. The President said, "fB]ut I haven't 

talked to Moore either, have I?" Ehrlichman repeated that he had 

to think this through, he just didn't know where it led. (p. 25) 

The President said that John Dean's highly sensitive 

information was on only one count. He said, "Strachan has got to 

be worked out. I don't know how that's going to work out." He 

asked Haldeman whether Strachan had the plan and said it remained 

to be seen what Strachan would say about whether he had a plan and 
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showed it to Haldeman. Haldeman told the President that he apparently 

said he did not, The President said the other point was whether 

Strachan got information that is clearly identifiable as being 

telephone taps. Strachan, sali the President, would probably say 

it is not. "And so, that's that." (pp. 25-26) 

Haldeman said that the discrepancy between Strachan 

and Magruder was because what Strachan got, it turned out, was not 

from that but something else, Strachan would say, Haldeman continued, 

that it was Operation GEMSTONE, not Operation SEDAN CHAIR -- and 

GEMSTONE wasn't Watergate, so that would uncover that there was 

something else they did, Haldeman said he didn't know what it was. 

The President told Haldeman that "they tell me that GEMSTONE was the 

code word for everything." Haldeman said he thought SEDAN CHAIR was 

the Watergate thing, that GEMSTONE. is the total thing, then that was 

what Strachan got his reports from. And, Haldeman said, it was a 

"confidential sources indicate that • , ., "according to Strachan, 

and did not clearly identify. Haldeman!llid he couldn't tell the 

President anything else, and the President said, "I want you to 

know what he's told me." (pp. 26-27) 

The President returned to the question of the options on 

Dean, "what we turn loose here." Ehrlichman suggested that the press 

plan might give them some guidance. Ehrlichman said that if they 

said in the press plan that the President got concerned, the question 

would be asked why the President did not get concerned sooner, since 

this had been in the paper for months and months, Ehrlichman suggested 
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the response could be that the President was resting secure in the 

belief that he had the whole story, Ehrlichman then asked, "Well, what 

made him insecure?" The President Slid, ''Do I ever ask Dean in and ask 

him answers? The answer is no." Ehrlichman replied, ''No, but the 

point is that you were resting secure on his assurances." (p, 27) 

Haldeman asked the President whether he had not at some 

point got a report from Dean that nobody in the White House was 

involved, and Ehrlichman asked whether they hadn't put that out way 

back in August, The President said that it was never in writing, that 

Dean never came in and told him orally, that he had never seen John 

Dean about this matter until Ehrlichman suggested that he had better 

see John Dean. Ehrlichman told Haldeman that he had better check 

back in July, when they were in San Clemente, that his recollection 

was that Dean did come and see the President at that time. The 

President said, "Oh - by himself? No"; and Ehrlichman said by him

self or with one of them, he didn't know. The President said, 

"He may have come in .I hope he did, I hope he did. But he might 

have come in sort of the end, and someone said, 'Look here's John 

Dean from Washington,' and I may have said, 'Thanks for all your 

hard work. "' (p. 28) 

Ehrlichman suggested they "follow this line and see where 

it leads us," The President, said Ehrlichman, rested secure in the 

belief that his Counsel had investigated this and assured him that 

nobody in the White House was involved. Ehrlichman then asked, "IW]hat 

moved him off that belief and assurance? Well, what moved him off 
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was the sequence of events leading to John Dean being sent to Camp 

David to write it all down." The President said, "What moved him 

off first were reports that occurred in the court testimony." The 

President continued by saying that charges were made by McCord, 

and the President ordered a full investigation. Ehrlichman said, 

"Well, the first thing you did -- and maybe you can avoid saying 

this -- but you're saying you ordered a full press investigation 

when Dean came back and said to Bob, 1I can't write that down, 111 

The President said that Dean also told the President that. Ehrlichman 

said that then that rang a bell, because if Dean could not write that 

down "we must have problems bigger than I ever thought," and that 

was when the President put on "the full court press.'' The President 

asked if Ehrlichman had dates on this, and Ehrlichman said he did. (pp. 28-30) 

Ehrlichman then spoke about what Dean said on that. Dean 

said, according to Ehrlichman, that the reason he could not write it 

down was that Dick Moore and others said, how could he write it down 

and draw the wagons up around the White House? Ehrlichman asked 

whether that phrase was not a Dean phrase, Haldeman said, "Sure," 

and that Dean's line was that "you could do that because there was 

no problem at the White House, the problems were at the Committee." 

The President asked what Dean's line was before he deserted, and 

said, "My point is -- you've got to watch out. He may say, 'Well, 

they were trying to get me -- conspired to get me to write a report 

that was untrue. 111 Ehrlichman said he understood, except that Dean 

was sent to write it without anybody being near him, and the President 
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said, "Except Moore (unintelligible)" Ehrlichman said that he 

was sure that when Dean went through this exercise it was impossible 

for him to write it down without it being a confession and that 

Dean said, "My God, I don't know how this case is going to break, 

but I'm crazy to have a piece of paper like that around," (p, 30) 

The President asked who had conducted the investigation. 

Ehrlichman said the way they had it, it didn't say, Haldeman said 

other staff members, Ehrlichman, Moore, Garment, Haldeman. The 

President said, "That's right," (p, 31) 

Ehrlichman continued that the President had then 

contacted some people and told them not to hold back on his 

account. The President said, "Yes, like Hunt -- Liddy" and, Ehrlichman 

added, Mitchell and Magruder. The President slid, ''I passed the word 

to all sources that everybody was to talk, to tell the truth, which 

I had done previously. , • , I reaffirmed specific terms to specific 

people." Haldeman suggested that the President had reason to believe 

that they might have a misapprehension on it. The President asked who 

were those people, and said that he should not say. Haldeman agreed, 

and the President continued that you could not list the people because 

it would prejudice them, The President said he talked to all parties 

concerned and told them that if there was a shred of information they 

might have on the case, he reaffirmed what he had said publicly that 

they must cooperate fully and tell the whole truth, Then, the 
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President said, they came to the preceding weekend, and on 

Saturday a 111ajor development occurred, The President said that he could 

not say "that as a result--," that would be an overstatement, 

(pp. 31-32) 

On Sunday, the President continued, he could not say he 

talked with Kleindienst. Ehrlichman reminded the President he had 

informed Kleindienst on Saturday, The President said he had informed 

Kleindienst, and that in response to the question whether the President 

had informed Kleindienst in person, he could say he had passed the 

information. At his direction, the President continued, Ehrlichman 

filled in the Attorney General completely on . the information they 

had found. Ehrlichman said that Ziegler or the President could 

then turn it over to Petersen and let Petersen say something innocuous. 

The President continued that he had directed Petersen to "direct me 

personally on any developments" and that any member of the White House 

staff or the Federal Government was to be available to the grand jury 

and would be directed by the President to testify. Then, the President 

said, "you come to the next thing," and he described "Garment's 

scenario," that the President had asked any government people who 

were directly or indirectly subjects of the investigation to be 

relieved of their duties, Anyone who refused to cooperate would 

be dismissed, and anyone would be given leave until his trial was 

finished and he had an opportunity to have his day in court. (pp. 32-33) 
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Ehrlichman raised the question of anyone granted immunity. 

The President said, "IW]e 1re not telling Dean not to talk. I direct every-

body to talk, but nobody is to given immunity." Ehrlichman 

said, "In other words, • , • there are plenty of ways of proving 

a case around here -- besides granting some fellow immunity. 

You don't need that, and it looks like what you are doing is letting 

somebody off scott free," The President said, "That's right. Also, 

it looks like a cover-up." Haldeman added, "And particularly some

body - personally associated - in this case." Ehrlichman suggested 

that maybe the point Petersen was missing, maybe intentionally, was 

that Dean was "a major act in this thing." "IIJf a major actor 

gets immunity and just walks away from the White House having 

connnitted 89 crimes," Ehrlichman said, and "it was the President's 

Justice Department and the guy who ran it reported to the President 

~"d.tily, that would say, 'Gee, I didn I t want my Counsel to get hurt. '" 

(pp. 34-35) 

The President asked whether he should have any more 

conversations with Dean. Ehrlichman said he should not, he should 

send him a note or have Kehrli or somebody call him and tell him 

not to come to work anymore, that he wasnt suspended or fired, but 

that he was not to come into the office. The President said, "That's 

a good tough way," and asked what Dean could do, Ehrlichman siid he thought 

he could not do anything. Haldeman said Dean hadn't been to 

work for a month anyway, and Ehrlichman said he had been talking to the 

U.S. Attorney the whole time. The President said he had called Dean 

that morning and told him he wanted to talk to him about that 
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appointment June 19, but he didn't think he had better get into 

than any more. And, the President said, "he's going to give me 

some song and dance," (pp. 35-36) 

Ehrlichman told the President "for your private information" 

that he had gone back to the partiqiants in the meeting where he was 

supposed to have ordered that . Hunt should be sent out of the country 

and to a man they said it didn't happen, that if it had happened 

they said it would have been burned into their recollection. (p. 36) 

The President then said "You better damn well remember 

being -- The main thing is this, John, and when you meet with the 

lawyers -- and you Bob, and I hope Strachan has been told -- believe 

me -- don't try to hedge anything before the d;µnned Grand Jury. I'm 

not talking about morality, but I'm talking about the vulnerabilities." 

Ehrlichman said, "Sure, good advice." The President continued, "You 

guys damnlt -- I know you haven't done a damned thing. I do know 

this they've tried to track on prejury {sic] -- you're going have 

that--" Ehrlichman said, "Fortunately I have good records," that 

he knew who was in the meeting and so was able to call. (pp. 36-37) 

The President said that the point was "now they talked to 

people." He said that he supposed Fielding had put those things in 

the bag, and Ehrlichman replied that it was Fielding or Dean, he 

didn't know. The President asked whether he inventoried and who was 

to testify what was in the bag, Ehrlichman said he didn't know. (p. 37) 
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Ehclichman said that Dean was the guy who made the call 

sending Hunt out of the country and on '.Friday Dean had called 

Colson and asked him whether he remembered the meeting in Ehrlichman's 

office where Ehrlichman had said deep-six and send Hunt- out of the 

country. According to Ehrlichman, Colson told Dean it never happened. 

Ehrlichman said that Dean was "out around planting his seeds," and 

Haldeman said that Dean was playing "the Magruder game - flying 

from flower to flower - planting his pollen," The President !Bid, 

"I think those (unintelligible) you got very clever liars. I told 

you this before -- very clever liars." (pp. 37-38) 

The President returned to the subject of what to do with 

Dean, Ehrlichman suggested that the President tell Dean that he 

could not have Dean "sit there as an agent of the U.S. Attorney," and 

the President said he had indicated that already. Dean's files were 

then discussed. Haldeman said that Dean "will say the same thing you 

!presumably Ehrlichman] just said," that he needed his files to 

prepare for the grand jury. If the President was telling Dean not 

to come in, Haldeman said, Dean would say he would send a truck 

over arul have his files brought to his home. Haldeman suggested 

that the President tell Dean that all the files were the President's, 

and Ehrlichman suggested they wait until the question came up, The 

President said, "I don't think you can write him a note. It's going 

to anger him anyway. No sense in doing that, See what I mean? 

We've got to remember whatever he is doing I don't mean that you 

can't -- he's going to do anything to save his ass, That's what is 
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involved, •• ,You got to remember (unintelligible) he put this 

a lot higher. He could say, 'Well, I told the President about 

$127,000, that we needed $127,000 and the President said, well 

I don't know where we could get it, I don't know,'" Haldeman 

said, "How could you do that though -- that I s true (unintelligible)." 

(pp. 38-40) 

Ehrlichman mid, "I 111 tell you how you might be able to 

handle that." The '.FBI had just served a subpoena on the White House 

police, Ehrlichman said, asking that they produce the names of people 

cleared into the WH/EOB complex on June 18, 1972. The President asked 

where they were then, and Haldeman said they were in Florida. The 

President said, "Well, maybe that's an unsafe thing." Haldeman said 

that that was "your other problem," there was a WH legal case and 

no WH lawyer, (pp. 40-41) 

The President asked where Fielding stood on all this, 

and Haldeman said that Dean sponsored Fielding, but that did not 

necessarily mean Fielding went Dean's way. Haldeman said Fielding 

was "an honorable guy -- provincially so -- who may not like what 

Dean is doing any more than we do." (p. 41) 

The President asked if what they wanted to do was get Dean 

out of the WH, but Colson's recommendation was to fire him. Ehrlichman 

said Colson would like to discredit him, and the President said he 

knew, "Ib]ut the question is what he could do to discredit us. 

That's a problem." Haldeman said, "Yeah. But I think at some point, 
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like you do on anything else, you gotta face up to the fact that the 

guy is either afriend or a foe.,._ or a neutral. If he 1s a neutral 

you don 1t have to worry about him; if he 1s a friend you rely on 

him, if he 1s a foe you fight him and this guy.,..,. it seems at this 

point .,.,.. :ls a foe," (pp. 41-42) 

The President said that when he talked to Dean he had 

tcii him, ''Now John, any conversations are (unintelligible). 

Anything (unintelligible) National Security are (unintelligible) 

you understand?" and Dean had said, "Yes," Haldeman said Dean 

said it and it was no problem for him to say it, but it was no 

problem for Dean to say a lot of things to them over the last 

couple of weeks. The President said, "The point is, if you break 

if off ·with him, then he could go out and say, 'Screw the 

(unintelligible). 1 '' Haldeman replied, ''No he can I t, It I s not 

his privilege. It's yours." The President said, "I know it's mine, 

but-.-" 

The President then said, ''Well, I think you have to 

charge Henry Petersen or whoever is in charge here with protecting 

your privilege and then that's got to go down to Silberman {presumably 

Silbert] and Silberman has to be cautioned that he is not to go into 

matters of executive privilege - he is not to go into matters of 

national security importance, Any matters involving a conversation 

with the President -- or national security, anything like that, they 

can ask me," (pp, 42-43) 
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Ehrlichman then talked about "this caper in California," 

the Hunt "national security connected Ellsberg'' thing. Ehrlichman said 

he thought Petersen knew about it, that it was laying around some

place over there. Ehrlichman said Colson had asked him how to handle 

the question if it came up, and Ehrlichmaneaid he told Colson that 

he would say it was a national security project and he would have to 

refer a question on it to the President for a waiver of executive 

privilege if the President desired to do that, Ehrlichman said 

Colson asked whether he could say the same thing and that he had 

told Colson he did not know whether Colson could or not. He said 

Colson asked what the President would say if it were referred to 

him and that he had told Colson he did not know and would ask the 

President, The President told Ehrlichman that was what they 

would say and he could tell Colson that. The President said, 

"Anything on the (unintelligible) thing, the plumbing thing was 

national security, the ITT thing. No, I can't believe it was that 

you know the Hunt thing there. That will just have to handle the 

way it is." (pp. 43-44) 

Ehrlichman said that whoever operated this at the Justice 

Department had to be told that the inquiry must not jeopardize the 

President's privilege. "Some day they're going to try and put you in 

a crunch spot," The President said, "Sure." Ehrlichman said that they 

would put a question to him and he would say he could. not take that 

question and would be back to the President and"it 1s going to be 

hard," The President said, "No turning it off, It's national 

security," Ehrlichman said, "Or if it is something that you and 

I have discussed directly," and the President said, "(expletive 

removed) it." (pp. 44-45) 
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The :President then raised the subject of the talk to the 

President about ''$127 ,000 we had to get or were able to get it or 

something.'' The President said he did not know why it was at that 

point that they were still working on money for Hunt. Haldeman said 

that was the one Bittman got to Dean on, that "Ih]e really cranked 

on it" and was very concerned or professed to be concerned because 

Bittman 1s threat was that Hunt said that if they did · not get it for 

him he was going to tell them about all the seamy things he did for 

Ehrlichman. Haldeman said that, when Dean hit Ehrlichman on that, 

Ehrlichman 1s immediate reaction was to let him go ahead, there was 

nothing he could hargEhrlichman on. Haldeman said that Dean did not 

like that answer and went on worrying about the money, The President 

said, "Told me about it." Haldeman said that he had told the 

President and told Haldeman, that Haldeman was there when Dean 

told the President. The President said, "Good. What did we say?" 

He reminded Haldeman that Dean had said ''How much is it going to 

cost to keep these, these guys (unintelligible)" and the President 

had just shook his head. Haldeman said, "If there's blackmail here, 

then we're into a thing that's just ridiculous ••• but you can't 

say it's a million dollars. It may be $10 million dollars. And that 

we ought not to be in this--" The President said, "That's right. 

That's right," Haldeman continued, "We left it - that - we can't do 

anything about it anyway. We don't have any money, and it isn't a 

question to be directed here, This is something relates to Mitchell's 

problem, Ehrlichman has no problem with this thing with Hunt. And 
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Ehrlichman said '(expletive removed), if you I re going to get into 

blackmail, to hell with it, '" The President said, "Good (unintelligible) 

Thank God you were in there when it happened,'' He asked Haldeman 

if he remembered the conversation, and Haldeman said yes, The 

President asked, "I didn't tell him to go get the money did I?" 

and Haldeman said no. "You didn't either d:l.d you?'' the President 

asked, and Haldeman replied, "Absolutely not! I said you got to 

talk to Mitchell, This is something you've got to work out with 

Mitchell -- not here -- there's nothing we can do about it here." 

The President said to Ehrlichman, "We've got a pretty good record 

on that one, John, at least." (pp. 45-47) 

Haldeman said that there were "a couple of complications 

he can throw in there" which would be of concern, but that Haldeman 

could not "see him sinking low enough to use that." Haldeman admitted 

that "the guy has really turned into an unbelievable disaster for us," 

but he was not "unAmerican and anti-Nixon." Haldeman said that during 

that period Dean had "busted his ass trying to work this out," and it 

"wore him to a frazel fsic]," and that Haldeman thought "it probably 

wore him past the point of rationality." Haldeman said he thought 

Dean might now be in a mental state that was causing him to do things 

that "when he sobers up, he's going to be very disturbed about with 

himself." The President said that part of the problem also was 

probably that he had a very, very clever new lawyer. Haldeman said 

that could very well be, but that he could not believe that Dean was 

a baisically dishonorable guy. (pp. 47-48) 
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The President said "But in that conve:rnation I was -- we 

were ~ ... I was ...... I said, 'Well for (expletive remc,ved), let I s '" 
Haldeman told the President, '"You explored in that: conversation the 

possibility of whether such kinds of money could lie raised. You 

said, 1Well, we ought to be able to raise -.- 111 The President said 

"That's right," Haldeman continued "'How much 1noney is involved?' 

and he said, 'Well it could be a million dollars.' You said, 'That's 

ridiculous, You can 1t say a million. Maybe you say a million, it 

may be 2 or 10, and 11. 111 The President said "JBut then we got into 

the blackmail," and Haldeman told the President, "You said, 10nce 

you start down the path with blackmail it's constant escalationl" 

The President said "Yep, That's my only conver:aation with regard 

to that," Haldeman said "They could jump and then say, 'Yes, well 

that was morally wrong. What you should have sa:i.d is that blackmail 

is wrong not that it I s too costly. 111 The Presid,:!nt replied, "Oh, 

well that point (inaudible) investigation -- , . .. You see my point? 

We were then in the business of -- this was one of Dean's -- when he 

was . . II The President asked whether it was after they sent him 

to Camp David. (p. 48) 

After some discussion of when that was, the President 

said "I suppose then we should have cut - shut it off, 1cause later 

on you met in your office and Mitchell said, 'That was taken care of."' 

Haldeman said that was the next day, and the Pres:ldent said that Dean 

was there and said, "What about this money for Hunt?" Haldeman said 

that what had happened was that he, Ehrlichman, :D,?an and Mitchell were 
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in Haldeman ' ·5: o1:f:l;ce discuss:f,ng other matters, and that ffltchell 

had turned to Dean and said something like ''Let me raise another 

point. Ah, have you taken care of the other p:roblem .,.. the Hunt 

problem'?" Haldeman siaid he didn't know how'Mitchell referred to 

it, but they all knew instantly what he meant, Haldeman said 

Dean looked a little flustered and said no, he didn't know where 

that was, and Mitchell said ''Well I guesss [ s:k] it's taken care 

of," Haldeman told the President, "And so we assumed from that 

that Mitchell had taken care of it, and there was no further squeak 

out of it so I now do assume that Mitchell took care of it." 

Haldeman said LaRue was Mitchell's agent, and the President said, 

"I understand that. • • • I'm just seeing what Dean's · lines of 

attack are." Haldeman said there was no quest :lon he, Haldem~m, 

knew about it. The President said "Say, 'Yes,. there was talk about 

it and so forth - and Mitchell took care of it .. 111 (pp. 49-50) 

Haldmaan said that "Dean is the agent: on it. Dean is 

coming in and saying what should I do. Dean's the agent on all this -

that's where my money goes. All the input tone about the 350 came 

from Dean, and all the output came from Dean." Haldeman said that 

Dean said they needed the money for the defense, for their fees, that 

it was always put that way, that was the way it: was always discussed. 

The President said "light - that's why I want that line. I think 

that's most important. You can work on -- Get a lawyer." (p. 50) 
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Haldeman said that he told Dean that they had the 350 

(.actually,, Haldeman said, it was 328) ;Ln cash that they had to get 

turned back to the Committee, apparently they had a need for money, 

so they had a coinctdence and Dean ought to be able to work out 

some way to get them to take the cash, Haldeman said he told Dean 

that would ''take care of our needs and we help 111eet their needs. 11 

Haldeman told the President that Dean went back to 'Mitchell and 

'.Mitchell wouldn't do it, Then, Haldeman said, they agreed to take 

forty thousand of it, which they did, and shortly thereafter to take 

the rest, which they did, Haldeman said it was not before the 

election, and the President said that Dean said it was. Haldeman 

said Strachan said it was in late November, the 30th or something 

like that. (p. 51) 

Ehrlichman said that it was Howard, not Strachan, that went 

over with Colson 1s partner as his lawyer, Haldeman said that Strachan 

acquired his lawyer from somebody he knew in law school. Ehrlichman 

said Colson had pitched him to retain his partner, which Ehrlichman 

thought would be a mistake. The President said, "You can't retain 

his partner, 11 Ehrlichman said it would be a big mistake because 

it would create identity between him and Colson, and Haldeman said 

Ehrlichman would be out of his mind to do it. The President said, 

"Don I t get in there with Colson. He 111 defend himself,'' Haldeman 

said that Colson saw that as a way of getting in and they should 
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not give Colson reason to get squeamish. Ehrlichman said he was 

cultivating him, keeping him on the team, and that Colson felt there 

was a coincidence of interest between the President, Ehrlichman, and 

Colson. The President said, "Right. Fine." (pp. 51-52) 

The President went back to the question of whether they 

should make a statement that day, saying he thought they should. 

Haldeman agreed, and said Ziegler should make it. Ehrlichman 

said that it should be a carefully limited statement, and the 

President said, "No questions." Ehrlichman said he thought it 

should be very tight, very conservative, thought through "so that 

you can stay away from the soft places." He said that across the 

country people were waiting to see the President's face on the 

evening news talking about the Watergate case and making more 

assurances. ·Haldeman said that the Watergate story was on 

page 19 in the Washington Post that day, and the President said, 

"And it 1 11 be page 19 five months from now if we handle it right." (pp. 52-53) 

The President returned to the subject of Dean, and Ehrlichrnan 

said that if the President could get the result of having Dean out 

of the office, he wouldn't worry about the files. Ehrlichman 

suggested that the President could put in on the basis that he 

could get a file he needed on loan, so that the President would 

at least be able to monitor what he s:;ot. Ehrlichman said the 

President should tell him that in view of his relationship with 

the U.S. Attorney's office, the President did not think it ~ms 
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prudent for him to be on the groun·ds and that he ,wuld have to 

work someplace else. Haldeman suggested the President could say 

that there would be no appearance problem because Dean had been away 

for a month anyway, Ehrlichman agreed, and continued that if they 

were asked in the press room about Dean's status, they could 

finesse it, and say he had not been placed on leave or fired. 

Ehrlichman told the President he could say·to Dean that if 

Dean didn't bring it up, they wouldn't, and that if it leaked 

it would have to leak from Dean, Ehrlichman suggested that the 

President tell Dean that he would make an appropriate arrangement 

with Haldeman and Ehrlichman, but that he could not be in a position 

to have Dean dictate to him what it should be, The President said, 

"I can tell him, 'I've made an appropriate arrangement, but it's 

got to be in my own way, depending upon what each is doing. 111 

The President said that they were not asking anybody to resign 

because that would prejudice their rights. The President asked 

Ehrlichman if he was rejecting the Garment proposal that everybody 

leave until e;verybody is clear. Ehrlichman said that he thought 

a leave was the same as being fired in this context. (pp, -S4-55) 

The President said that his view of what was going to 

happen was that when they had finally raade their deal with 

Magruder, they would take him ir.to open court, and then charges 

would be made, at least as far as ~agruder was concerned. Haldeman 

asked if they said Magruder made chan,es against him. The Prt"sident 
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said he didn't know whether or not he did, but he was certainly 

going to say that Dean and Mitchell were involved. Ehrlichman 

added that he would say Strachan was involved. Ehrlichman said 

that Strachan was Haldeman's employee, but that if the judge 

asked if Haldeman told him to do anything or this or that, Strachan 

would say no, Haldeman was never involved in this. Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman said that was what he told them he would say, and 

Haldeman said that he flatly said that was the truth, and it was 

the truth, (pp. 56-57) 

The President asked Haldeman and Ehrlichman about ''being 

eaten away and then having to come in and say look, 'I'm so impaired, 

I --. '" Haldeman said he didn't expect to be eaten away. He said 

he thought that when he got hit publicly, say by Magruder or by Dean, 

as soon as he was known publicly, he should request the President 

to give him a leave of absence so he could deal with the matter 

until it was cleared up. The President asked Ehrlichman if he agreed. 

Ehrlichman replied that it would depend a little bit on degree. (p. 57) 

The President asked what if the Assistant Attorney General 

came in and said Magruder and Dean had made charges and suggested 

the President should act. Ehrlichman said that the President 

should tell the Assistant Attorney General that his policy was that 

he would immediately suspend anyone against whom formal charges 

were filed and say, "This is a town that is so full of wild charges 

that if I operated on any other basis, even of those who were brought 
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to me by 20 Bishops and an Attorney General, I couldn't be 

suspending people around here or the place would look like a 

piece of Swiss cheese. But let me suggest you do this. You go 

ahead and diligently pursue the Haldeman and Ehrlichman case because 

I need to kn ow." Ehrlichman continued that the President should 

tell the Assistant Attorney General that i f he came to the Presi

dent and told him he had filed charges, the President would have 

no discretion. The President said that if he told him he was 

planning to indict, he would move instantly, before it was done 

publicly. Ehrlichman said the President should say he couldn't 

treat them different than anybody else, that "you have brought me 

basically, uncorroborated charges. You 1VE~ said so yourself that, 

you aren't going to be able to deal with Dean." The President said, 

"I feel comfortable with that." (pp. 57-59), 

Ehrlichman mentioned that the New York Times was writing 

an editorial about a terrible cancer at the heart of the Presidency, 

that there must be drastic surgery. Ehrl:Lchman said that they would 

hear a lot of that and maybe the thing to do was for Ziegler to make 

a statement on the President's policy. The President suggested he 

should say that today, and there was discussion of getting Ziegler 

in to get the satement ready. Ehrlichman and Haldeman discussed 

with the President how their offices should be handled during the 

next couple of weeks. (pp. 59-6i) ' 
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Haldeman suggested that each charge was something they 

would have to deal with at the time because the context could not 

be anticipated, the newspaper stories could not be. Haldeman said 

another argument against taking any action regarding him was that 

he was not in the thing at all in the public mind and "it would 

be startling as hell.'' (p. 62) 

The President, Ziegler, and Ehrlichman discussed the brief 

statement for that day. (pp. 62-63) 

The President asked Ehrlichman "what it is worth to us to get 

him (D~an] out of that damned office." Ehrlichman said the 

alternative was "somehow or other to pass the word to everybody 

in the place that he's a piranha." Ehrlichman said he didn't know 

how to do that. By everybody in the place, Ehrlichman told the 

President, he meant people like the White House Police, the Secret 

Service, a guy like Dick Howard, so that if they got a subpoena 

they shouldn't ask Dean what to do. There was then a discussion 

of who should be Acting Counsel, with apparent agreemen:that Fielding 

should be Acting Counsel, reporting to Dick Moore. (pp. 63-64) 

The President again returned to what to tell Petersen, 

saying that he had better get Petersen in and flatly tell him 

that he could not let people go simply because charges were made 

until they were corroborated, that was his decision. Second, that 

he did not want anybody on the White House staff given immunity or 
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shown any consideration whatever. Third, that he was directing 

everybody to cooperate, but that he would not have a member of the 

White House staff testifying in the Senate against others. 

Ehrlichman suggested a fourth point to cover with Petersen was that, if, 

Ehrlichman was before the grand jury and was asked about Dean's 

information within the grand jury, he would have to say that Dean 

told him it came from Petersen, Ehrlichman continued that there 

was no point in the President's getting way out by saying to the 

press he was relying on Petersen as his good right hand and then 

have Petersen compromised at a later time. (pp. 65-66) 

Haldeman told the President that until this was totally 

done, and maybe never, should the President E!.Xpress confidence 

in anybody, including Haldeman and Ehrlichman ,, Haldeman said it 

just didn't serve the cause properly. And, said Haldeman, the 

President should not say it about Petersen, I>ean or anybody else, 

and Ron must not say it either, (pp. 66-67) 

Ehrlichman mentioned a lawyer, Herbert Miller, who might be 

a possible substitute for Petersen, but the President said, "I don't 

know, This case is moving too fast. You call in a substitute and he's 

got to learn the damned case." Ehrlichman said that in his opinion 

Petersen was "feeding a bunch of baloney." Haldeman said that he 

understood Petersen told the President Strachan got very good treat

ment over there, and the President said, "No,. no, no, He told me the 

opposite, He said that Strachan just got the hell beat out of 

him," Haldeman said that was right and that Strachan was astonished, 
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that he had said it was just beyond belief, they had threatened his 

life practically. Ehrlichman said what they were trying to do was 

put him in the hands of an attorney who would deal for immunity. 

Haldeman said they were trying to get him to make the same play 

Magruder made; Ehrlichman said no doubt theY"salvaged" Dean the 

same way, and they had scored on him. (pp. 67-68) 

The discussion of a possible replacement for Petersen 

resumed, The President asked whether he should make that decision 

today, and Ehrlichman said everyday that went by was making it that 

much tougher on somebody new coming in. The President said, "This guy 

gets relieved, and says well I told the President that he ought to fire 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman and he fired Dean . " Ehrlichman said he didn't 

think he (apparently Petersen) would say that; he was a pro; he'd been 

around this town a long time and he knew, if he said that, the Presi

dent would come right back and say the reason he fired him was that he 

had reason to believe he was responsible for leaks out of the grand 

jury, and that would destroy him. (p. 69) 

Ehrlichman said the President should call Dean and tell 

him that the President was going to make a statement that was not 

going to refer to Dean or anybody and that the President would deal 

with people on an individual basis. The President agreed, Haldeman 

said, ''Maybe you ought to get Petersen in first to talk immunity." 

The President agreed, (pp. 69-70) 
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71. On April 17, 1973 from 2:39 to 2:40 p.m. the President had a 

telephone conversation with John Ehrlichman. There was a discussion 

of what the President would say to Petersen about inmnm.ity for top 

White House staff members. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President tal ked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with his Special Consultaat, Leonard 
Garment. 

The President m~t with his Assistant, R •. R. Haldeman. 

The President met with the First Lady. 

The President and the First Lady went to the South Grounds of 
the White House. 

111.e President and the First Lady participated in an arrival 
ceremony honoring Giulio Andreotti, President of the 
Council of Ministers of the Italian Republic. For a list 
of members of the welcoming committee and of the official 
Italian party participating in the ceremony, see APPENDIX 
nA." 

The President and the First Lady escorted Priree Minister and 
Mrs. Andreotti to the Blue Room. 

The Presidential party received members of the official 
Italian and U.S. parties. Assisting in the receiving 
line were: 

William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Mrs. William · P, Rogers 
Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr., Chief of Naval Operations 
Mrs. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. He was 
accompanied by: 

Prime· Minister Andreotti 
Neil A, Seidenman, State Department interpreter 
Mrs. Anna Saxon, State Department interpreter 

The Pre s ident Bet with: 
Prime Hinister Andreotti 
Andrea Cagiati, Diplomatic Advisor to Prime Ninister 

Andreotti 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assist ant 
Mr. Seidenman 
Mrs. Saxon 
Members of th e pre s s, i n/ out 
White House oho t og r a phe .r· , in/out 
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The Presidential party went to the South Grounds of the 
·. 1-'hite House. 

n1e President and Hr. Kissinger returned to the Oval · Office. 

The President met with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
Ronald L. Ziegler, Press Secretary 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President talked with }ir. Ehrlichman. 

The President met with Assistant Attorney General Henry~--
_Pet .ersen. 

The Pr~sident met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr.. Ehrlichman 

The President went to the Press Room. 

The President addressed members of the press on the 
developments in the Watergate case. 

White House photographer• in/out 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. Bull. 

The President met with: 
Secretary Rogers 
Mr. Haldeman 
Hr. Ehrlichman 

The President talked with Hr- Ziegler-

11,e President was telephoned by Nr. Kissinger. The· call vas 
not com.:-,lete<l. 

The President re~urned to the second flol>r Rl.!sid.•nce- i 'i / 1 
I ) V 
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R The President talked with Nr. _ Kissinger. 

T.1c President went to the North Portico. 

The President greeted Prime Ninister and Mr~. Andreotti. 
,·!embers of the press, in/out · 
White House photograriher, in/out 

The Presidential party went co the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President met with: 
The First L~dy 
Vice President and Mrs. Spiro T. Agnew 
Prime Minister and Mrs. Andreotti 
Secretary and Mrs. Rogers 
John A. Volpe, Ambassador from the U.S. to Italy 
Mrs. John A. Volpe 
Giuseppe Nedici, Italian Minister of Foreign Affcnrs 
Egidio Ortona, Ambassador from Italy to the U.S. · 
Mrs. Egidio Ortono 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied by Prime 
Minister and Hrs. Andreotti, went to the Blue Room, 
Enroute, they participated in a photo opportunity at the. 
foot of the Grand Staircase. 

White House photographer, in/out 

The Presidential party received dinner guests: 

The President and the First Lady hosted a State Dinner in 
honor of Prime Minister and Hrs. Andreotti. For a °list 
of dinner guests, see APPENDIX "B." 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady received guests attendinf 
the entertainment portion of the evening. For a li$t .:-f 
attendees, see APPENDIX "C." 

Tne President and the First Lady, accompanied by rrio.:- -
Minister and Nrs. Andreotti, went to the East R,,,,r.1. 

The Pres i <lunt and the First Lady attended a pc.>rf,n-r.::1,1-·,· t,,
singer Frank Sinatra. For a list of p1est.;: • .;:,',' 
/\Pl'f.NlllX "B" and APPENDIX "C." 
---P~mheri·of the press, in/out 

Wil i tc House photographer. in/Ntt 
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The Pn:,s ldent and the First Lady escorted Prime Hinister and 
,·!rs. ;\ndreotti to their. motorcade at the North Portico. 

The President a;1d the First Lady returned to the second floor 
Residence. 

The President talked ~ith Hr. Kissinger. 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 17, 1973, 2:39 P.M. to 2:40 P.M. 

On April 17, 1973 the President placed a telephone call to John 

Ehrlichman. Their conversation lasted from 2:39 p.m. to 2:40 p.m. The 

President told Ehrlichman that he wanted to check the points Ehrlichman 

wanted the President to make to Petersen, who would be there in ten minutes. 

The first point, the President said, was no immunity "for any of the top 

three," but that it would be o.k. to give it to Strachan. The ?resident asked 

Ehrlichman if he thought that was a good line, and Ehrlichman replied that he 

thought it was good. (p. 1) 

Ehrlichman then listed three of the four points as he had written 

them down: to inform Petersen that the President was making a statement, the 

President's policy with regard to suspension and firing, and to inform Petersen 

privately about the President's policy with regard to immunity for top ~eople. 

The President added leaks from the grand jury. (pp. 1-2) 

The President's policy with regard to suspension and firing, Ehrlichman 

said, should be suspension for indictment and firing for conviction, and this 

would be in the statement he was drafting. Ehrlichman said that Petersen would 

tell the press this, and the President agreed. (p. 1) Later in the conversation, 

this subject was raised again. The President asked Ehrlichman .if the policy was 

that he would accept resignations on charges or indictment. Ehrlichman.replied 

in the negative, that it was suspension on indictment and resignation on conviction. 
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The President agreed, and said, "Everybody would know that. Suspension on 

indictment and resignation on refusing to cooperate." Ehrlichman added -,. "Or 

conviction," and the President agreed. (pp. 2-3) 

The President then asked Ehrlichman about the "gray area" of charges. 

Ehrlichman said that the President would have to reserve the right, depending 

on the seriousness of the 'charge; that if there were a serious, corroborated 

charge, the President should tell Petersen he wanted Petersen to bring it to 

him and would reserve judgment on the individual case. (p. 3) 

Earlier in the conversation, the President and Erhlichman discussed 

immunity. Ehrlichman said that the President's policy with regard to immunity 

should not be limited to three, that he would say "any top person, like Deanor . 

up." Ehrlichman said that · ''It will sell. 11 The President told Ehrlichman he 

would then ~~Y to Petersen that he could do what he wanted with a fellow like 

Strachan, and ''That strengthens the position. 11 Ehrlichman said, "Colson, 

Dean, anybody of that kind, no dice." The President replied, ''He has mentioned 

these four to me. I will just say that." (p. 2) 

Ehrlichman mentioned the possibility of leaks out of the grand jury. 

Ehrlichman said that the President should put it to Petersen,"whether he 

doesn't think that later exposure would prejudice the whole investigation and 

whether he shouldn't withdraw at an appropriate time so that a replacement can 

be obtained." (p. 2) 
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72. On April 17, 1973 from 2:46 to 3:49 p.m. the President met with 

Henry Petersen. There was a discussion about whether Petersen had 

passed grand jury information to Dean and about whether Dean would be 

granted immunity. The President read to Petersen a proposed press 

statement and Petersen stated the difficulties which would be posed 

by a statement that the President opposed granting immunity to high 

White House officials. Petersen to .ld the President that Gray had 

admitted recei.tng from Ehrlichman and Dean documents unrelated to 

Watergate taken from Hunt's safe. Petersen said that Gray said he had 

burned these documents without reading them. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President talked with his Counsel, John \.!. Dean III. 

Tl1e President met with his Special Consultant, Leonard 
Garment. 

The President ID-:!t with his Assistant, R •. R. Haldeman. 

The President met with the First Lady. 

The President and the First Lady went to the South Grounds of 
the White House. 

The President and the First Lady participated in an arrival. 
ceremony honoring Giulio Andreotti, President of the 
Council of Ministers of the Italian Republic. For a list 
of members of the welcoming committee and of the official 
It,alian party participating in the ceremony, see APPENDIX 
"A." 

The·President and the First Lady escorted Prime Minister and 
Mrs. Andreotti to the Blue Room. 

The Presidential party received members of the official 
Italian and U.S. parties. Assisting in the receiving 
line were: 

William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Mrs. Williarn·P. Rogers 
Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr., Chief of Naval Operations 
Mrs. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. He was 
accompanied by: 

Prime· Minister Andreotti 
Neil A. Seidenman, State Department interpreter 
Mrs. Anna Saxon, State Department interpreter 

The President met with: 
Prime Minister Andreotti 
Andrea Cagiati, Diplomatic Advisor to Prime }!inister 

Andreotti 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
Mr. Seidenman 
Mrs. Saxon 
Nembers of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 
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Af:TIVIT\ ' 

President i al party went to the South Grounds cf the 
!{hite House. 

President and ~Ir. Kissinger returned to the Oval Office. 

President met with Mr. Kissinger. 

President met with: 
Mr. Halderaan 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
Ronald L • Ziegler, Press Secretary 

President met with Mr. Ziegler. . . 

President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

President met with Assistant Attorney General Henry _¥-· --
Petersen. 

-.. ~ Th.a Pr~sident met with: 

p 

R 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President went to the Press Room •. 

- " The President addressed members of the · press on the 
developments in the Watergate c·ase. · - : 

White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned .to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President went to his office . in the EOB. 

The President met with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. Bull. 

The President met with: 
Secretary Rogers 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

·< The President talked with Hr. Ziegler. 

The President was telephoned by Hr. Kissinger. 
not com:,lete<l. 

The call. was 

The President re~urned to the second f lO<' r Res i.{,·nce. 
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T:!E \·!HITE HOUSE 
\·: ;,S :! INGTON, D . C. 

In 

7 : 36 

8 :02 

8:03 

8:03 

8;22 

8:39 

10:11 

TIMf. 

Out 

7 ;33 · 

8:21 

8:39 

10:11 

10:11 ·10:32 

10:32 

10:33 11 : 17 

f'tlCl ~ [ 
P .·-.1'! ,,·cJ 

R ·.··R.:,r 1•,tr,I 

l .o 10 

PR£Sl0 C:MT F11Cl!f\RD NIXON' S D,\lLY Olt.frt 

A<Tf\. ' 1n · 

DATE ( :O.b . , l J~-1. Yr . t ·, 
iJ>RTL _l},1973 
T 1ME OAY 

7:36 . p . a. TlfESO,\Y 

R The Pre s iden.t talked with Ne. Kissinger. 

The Presid ent went to the North Portico. 

The President greeted Prime Hinister and Mr~. Andreotti. 
,·!embers of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out · 

The Presidential pa-rty went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The . President met with: 
Tne First ~dy 
Vice P-resident and Mrs. Spiro T. Agnew 
Prime Minister .and Mrs. Andreotti 
Secretary .and Mrs. Rogers 
John A. Volpe, . Ambassador from the U.S. to Italy 
Mrs. John A. Volpe . 
Giuseppe Medici, Italian ~linister of F9reign _.Affa'-frs ,. 
Egidio Ortona, Ambassadot:: .from kaly . ~o t,..'ig U.S ,~ 

. ~rs'. Egidio Ortono . 

The Presidetjt .· a~d -the P,id.t: Lady, .«¢ccrmpani!!d' by -~r,i.~ 
Minister , :and ,Urs' ,..-Arukeotti/went ,1:0._the -·filUf! lti)c:,m •. 
Enrout~ ~ th!iy pa'ttiQ;ipatei in ·~ phot:o <>ppo;iunj.t7 ;~f the . foot of the ,Graiid ·St 'afrca.se ·. - . . . . - ;,·. - ' -, . . 
. . WhJt~ k~se :photogqphe+• iu/ou .t. __ 

The Presi(lential party i:ece;f.ved dinn~r guests: ' . . . . ., · . . ' 

The Pr~sident and the First Lady hosted a State Dinner . in 
honor of Prime ki-tiister and Hrs. Andreotti. , For a list 

- of ·ainner guests, see APPENDIX "B·." · 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. · 

The President and the First Lady received guests attendi:tf . 
the entertainment . portion of the evening. For a li:>t .-f 
attendees, ·see APPENDIX "C." 

Tne President and the First Lady, accompanied by Prir.i.' 
Minister and Mrs . Andreotti, went to tl~e East R,•.•::1. 

The Pr e ,;,jtlcnt. and the First Lady at-tended a perr,•n- .,;,:,, : ,• t- .. 
singer Frank Sinatra. For a list of gu<!st:>. :=:,•,• 
APPENDIX "B" and APPENDIX "C." 
---~-l, ·mher ,; of ·the press, in/<Htt 

W,i tc• House pho t 0gr .-1ph~r. i.n/c•ut 

/ 

- - ----''-----•----'----'-------------- ~ ----'--- ·--·-- -· 
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PRESIDHH RiC}l:\FID ~nm~rs o:.iu D!,iRY 1,V:! , 

: -, ;-: h'il LTE l!OLIS E 
1._~ ;;J~~CT\l}! ~ D .. C. 

11\t!: 

,, ., -, .,._ .: 11 .. .. , I, .. ; l ·.•· -_i :\ , · n · t) , ·J -:1, 
-----:-,,t.:-:. :-::-;:-.,_-, .. -. -1,,-,.-,-.,-. ----'-

l'•:1 i:,.;i: -r- ---------- 
,. :·! .;: ~ ~, J 

,: 1,.-. .-.-d.1 

AP:(lL 17, 1973 
"11.'·IE llAY 

ll :17 'l.ta. TUESD:\\" 

1--'-"--1----"-ur--f--'-"_;:_,_.n_+-----------------'------------------'----

11:17 

11:20 

11:45 12:04 p 

T:ie Pr2s i..dent and the First La<ly escorted Prime .Ninister and 
:·tr,;. :\ndreotti to their _ motorcade at the North Portico. 

Tl1e President and the Fi rs t Lady returned to the second fioor 
Residence. 

The President talked with Mr. Kissinger. 

SM/C0/.10 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 17, 1973, 2:46 p.m. to 3:49 p.m. 

On April 17, 1973, the President met in the Oval Office with 

Henry Petersen between 2:46 and 3:49 p.m. The meeting opened with the 

President asking, "anything new I need to know?" He said that he didn't 

want to be told "anything out of the Grand J-qry" unless Petersen thought 

the President needed to know it. He said he , needed to know it if it "cor

roborates something or anybody here," but otherwise he didn't want to know 

about it. The President ·remarked tnat while he had not been in touch with 

John Mitchell, "he might call me sometime and I don't .want to ~ea Position 

[sic] of ever saying anything, see?" He asked, "I guess it would be 

legal for me to know?" and Petersen said he thought it was, but the Presi

dent replied, "Is it? Well, but don't do it, right." The President said 

he had talked with ·Rogers the night before,and that they were both concerned 

about the leaks from the Grand Jury ·proceedings, during the current session 

and during the preceding summer. (pp. 1-5) 

The President said that John Dean, who was basically in charge of 

it for the White House during that period, "will probably have told people 

that he has information from the Grand Jury." (p. 3) He expressed his 

concern over the Department of Justice, and Petersen particularly getting 

embarrassed by this disclosure. Petersen said, "I have no concern about 

that." (p. 3) Petersen said that he had talked with John Dean about three 

things: (1) leaks, which Petersen said he frankly didn't take very 

seriously, "that's part and parcel of the Washington business; (2) Dean's 
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"personal involvement" in "securing ••• equipment and records in Hunt's 

office"; and (3) "status reports," in which Petersen "spoke to him in terms 

of ultimates," the results of Magruder's grand jury testimony, "but not 

the testimony itself." Petersen said that because Dean was "obviously an 

attorney for the Government" in addition to being counsel to the President, 

there was nothing improper in disclosing the Grand Jury proceedings to him. 

The President said, "Right -- well good. I am relieved to hear that." 

(pp. 6-7) 

Earlier, the President had noted Rogers• suggestion that a special 

counsel be appointed because of . the leaks, and presumably because of Dean's 

being privy to Grand Jury information. Petersen said ·, ". • • politically 

if someone wants to say -- · as they said to Pat Gray , -- · you -shouldn .'t .. have been 

talking to · John Dean. Well, there is no way out of that." The President 

said, "That was perfectly proper for Pat Gray to talk to Dean you know --

as a matter of fact, it would be improper for him not to •••• Dean was 

running the investigation of the damn thing and I certainly expected him 

to get all the FBI information he could." The President asked, "What the _h_ell 

is the FBI for?" and commented that Gray "got a bad rap on that." (p. 7) 

The discussion then turned to a White House statement being · 

drafted for release that afternoon, which would deal with the Ervin Com

mittee, executive privilege, immunity for White House aides, . ·and other 

matters. The President -reported that "we worked ·out a deal" with the Ervin 

Committee in which the ,.right 'of executive ,privilege wili be reserved and 

all witnesses will appear in .public session" and uall of our people in 

-2-
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executive sessions." Petersen wondered if "Senator Ervin will be willing 

to hold off public sessions that might interfere with the right of fair 

trial for the others." They both said they favored a delay in the commit

tee hearings. The President said, "[I]f I were Mitchell I would be praying 

that the Committee" went forward, which "gives him delay if nothing else" and 

"a change of venue." Petersen said that ·the President's accommodation with 

the Ervin Committee "makes my job much easier"because .::Senator Ervin "would 

have been very .suspicious if I had .· gone up there and there was still the 

possibility of some confrontation between you and he." (pp. 8-10) 

The President said Dean naturally would have to go,because he has 

"admitted very deep complicity." He said he had let Rogers read what 

Petersen , had ·given .him arid had elaborated on everything he knew and that 

Rogers' judgment was that on Ehrlichman it was "very thin." Petersen 

agreed. The President said, "They better have a damn lot more than that 

or they are not going to get Ehrlichman ••• on that -- they may get him 

on something else." He reminded Petersen that he said Dean said Liddy had told him 

everything on June 19th. ·The President asked, "Do you know when [Dean] told Ehrlichman?" 

The President said, "In .California after Ehrlichman had been there in March 

-- February? -- in March •••• The point is that Dean conducted his in-

vestigation and did not come to Ehrlichman and say 'look we have to go on . 

Mitchell' because that's what that was really about." Petersen then told the 

President that what Liddy · admitted ,was that he was present at the Watergate, 

that Dean "knew from prior dealings that Liddy was involved," and referred 

to the February, 1972 meeting in John Mitchell's office to show that "Dean 

knew what Liddy was up to." And Petersen said that Dean told Haldeman that 

-3-
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"we should ••• not .be involved with that --" (pp. 10-13) 

The President · described his ,.proposal for what to do with White 

House people. He proposed that "anyone who refused to cooperate will, of 

course, be sacked immediately. Anyone who is indicted at this - time will be 

put on leave -- indefinite leave -- until he is tried." And "if any charge 

is made publicly. in open court ••• which corroborate in any way 

against anybody on the White House staff then he will be asked to take leave 

also." And the President predicted that those who were asked to take leave 

will resign. Petersen explained that the proposed Magruder indictment would 

name unindicted co-conspirators, against whom sufficient evidence was avail

able so that they could be charged. The President said that unindicted co

conspirators would also be put on leave from the White House. (pp. 13-18) 

The conversation then shifted to the question of immunity for 

the President's aides. The President said, "I say this strongly - I have 

thought about it a lot I don't care what you do on immunity to .Strachan 

or any other second people but you can't give immunity to any top people -

not Dean -· needless to say you don't want to to Haldeman .. or Ehrlichman." 

Petersen maintained that although he didn't want to have to give immunity, 

the prosecutor ·. had to have the right to make that decision. The President 

said, 11
• • • because your close relationship with .Dean . [sic]. • • it would, 

look like a straight deal ••• " He continued. "The p;rosecutor has got 

to know -- I can say as far as the President is conce~ned if .John Dean gets 

(inaudible) then I don't care -- but Ehrlichman, Haldeman and all the rest 

(inaudible).,._ why the hell did we give him iuununizationand not the poor 

damn Cubans? It just doesn't sound right •••• It doesn't sound right --

-4-
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it isn't going tp ,_ sound - gQod for you -- because of your relationship -- it 

isn't going to sound Jood for the President." (pp. 18-20) 

Petersen agreed "it's going to look awful," but said, "the thing 

that scares the hell out of me is ••• suppose Dean is the only key to 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman and the refusal to immunize Dean means that Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman go free." Petersen said that was the decision "we are going 

to -ultimately come down to." The President replied, l'Well you will have to 

come in to me with what you've got (inaudible) then there ••• and let me 

handle Haldeman andEhrlichman." The President said, "[Y]ou can't in good 

conscience say that you are going to send Haldeman and Ehrlichman -- or 

anybody for that matter -- or Colson~- down the tube on the uncorroborated 

evidence of John Dean"; and ' Petersen >said, "Precisely right." The President 

said that if Petersen came in with Dean plus .corroboration, "then we have a 

difficult decision on whether or not we want to immunize him." Petersen said, 

"That is the importance of Strachan." As an example, the President said, 

suppose Dean gave uncorroborated testimony that he told Ehrlichman about 

the Liddy plan in March. " / • You wouldn't sack Ehrlichman for that?", 

the President asked. Petersen said he would not prosecute Ehrlichman for 

·' ·,, that, but if ,:Petersen were the President he would sack Ehrlichman. Petersen 

explained that if Ehrlichman were a junior partner in the Petersen-Nixon law 

firm in Oshkosh, he would not fire him, but Ehrlichman is a senior advisor 

to the President of the United States. "That is the difference," said Petersen. 

(pp. 20-23) 

The President continued - to maintain . that :-iDBDUDity should not be 

given to Dean if he offered ·only uncorroborated evidence, noting that it would 

,..5-
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look particularly bad since "he's the guy that sunk Pat Gray." Petersen 

had interjected his concern that as "one of the public I see it perhaps 

more clearly -- at least from a different point of view ••• that it's just 

the things that they have done impairs you." He also said that he has 

been arguing with his own prosecutors on immunity for Dean. The President 

said that he felt strongly about immunity, but "just understand I am not 

trying to protect anybody -- I want the damn facts ·if you can get the facts 

from Dean and I don't care whether -- ". Petersen replied, "Mr. President, 

if I thought you were trying to protect somebody, I would have walked out." 

(pp. 23-27) 

The President said that based on Petersen's information and "just 

a little feel of the whole thing," he would make his decisions. The President 

said he had to get a handle on it to determine what he was going to do when 

charges are made, even if people are not indicted but named as co-conspira~ 

tors. Petersen then suggested that in the Magruder indictment, "everybody 

but Haldeman and Ehrlichman" might be named as unindicted co-conspirators. 

Mitchell, LaRue, Mardian and Dean were mentioned. The President suggested 

Colson. "Colson was a big fish in my opinion," he said. Petersen said 

that leaving Haldeman and Ehrlichman out of the indictment "was to give you 

time and room to.maneuver with respect to the two of them," and that they 

should be asked. to leave nevertheless. "Well you really ought to include 

them (inaudible) if you include the others," the President.responded. 

Petersen reiterated his belief that "they have made you ••• very very 

vulnerable to rather severe' criticism because of their actions. At least 

in public forums they eroded confidence in the office of the Presidency by 

their actions." (pp. 27-30) 

-6-
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The President said, 11Well, let I s begin with this proposition. 

Let's not get in the wicket where we•ve got Dea~ in an immunity position. 

He' lL talk. He' 11 talk." Petersen asked if the President had decided to 

accept Dea,n's resignation and the President said, no, be had decided he had 

to treat them alL the same. Petersen said that .if the President accepted 

Dean's resignation, Dean would talk to the press immediately. The President 

sad.d he had told Dean he , would handle , them all the same.; he would not 

''condemn" Dean until he has a chance to present himself ·; he was going to 

"put .all three : in the same hag." They. discussed Strachan, and Petersen 

. said Strachan at that point was debating whether he wanted to be a potential 

defendant or a witness, Petersen said that there was probably not enough 

evidence · to implicate Strachan as a principal~ that in their judgment he 

was a fringe .ci,iaracter, · but that he might be . 4sed as a wit~ss and given 

11immunity , by estoppe],." . (pp. 'J0.;.3,3) 

Pl:'fasident said, " •• l am not 'trying to db De~ .in: ~ .... r .:wouJ.d like .to 

. him save him.self but I . think find a way to do it witbo~t _,... it you go t .he · ' -. ·, .. t ·. . ·._-- . . .. -, -; 

immunity route I think we are going to catch holy hell ' fQr it~" Petersen 

·said it scared hell -out , of him ~nd :was the toughest -decision facing him. 

They agreed that Dean probably would not talk without immunity. Petersen 

said that they were trying to ·persuade Dean to plead guilty,to a one count 

felony indictment, just .. as Magruder.agreed . to do; "Dean's lawyers," 

Petersen said, !Ysay we will try this .whole damn Administration." The 

,_ President said, "Yeah, I know. I heard ·-that. So that puts you in a hard 

spot." (pp, 33-35) 

-7-
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Petersen mentioned his shock .over Mitchell's involvement. The 

President said that what happened was that "Hunt and that whole bunch con

ducted this (inaudible) Mitchell wasn't minding the store and Magruder is a 

weak fellow -- and the damn thing -- and afterwards they compounded it 

They were caught in it and they said -- Oh we can't -- and basically they 

were trying to protect Mitchell -- let's face it. You know that." 

Petersen said that when LaRue testified about Mitchell, he "just broke down 

and started to cry. It is a terrible thing •••• " The President said 

"(inaudible) as we all do, but we are going-to do the right thing. Don't 

you worry about that. I am trying to do the right thing in the way that 

is ••• " Petersen replied, "Mr. President, if I didn't have confidence in 

you -- I wouldn' t be here.'' (pp. 35.,.. 37) 

Petersen said that Liddy had met with his attorney, and they 

again returned to the question of immunity 0for Dean. Petersen reported on 

the differing versions of what instructions were given to L. Patrick Gra:y 

when Dean and Ehrlichman gave Gray "two manilla·envelopes" from Hunt's 

office, and on Gray's story of burning them without looking at the contents. 

(pp. 37-40) 

At this point, someone apparently delivered·· to the President drafts 

of White House statements on (1) agreeing with the Senate Select Committee on 

ground rules regarding executive privilege and, testimony of White House aides 

in the forthcoming hearings, and (2) the President's policy towards White 

House aides implicated in the Watergate investigation. The President repeated 

his position that no White House aides should be granted immunity, but Peter

sen argued that to make that statement publicly would take away a prosecutorial 

-8-
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tool. (pp. 40-45) After talking about the draft, the President said, 

"I want •to be very clear on the Haldeman/Ehrlichman thing. That if they 

,,,were left out of the non-indictable list .it . gives me a little running room." 

Petersen agreed, but said f that they would probably be implicated by Magruder 

in a court statement, so "it makes your practical difficulties just as severe 

as , if we had named him in the first place." (pp. 46-47) 

Petersen said, "I guarantee you at least twelve hours notice" 

before Magruder's court appearance. The President noted, "I don't want the 

Washington Post to break this case," but rather the Department of Justice 

or the White House. (pp. 47-48) 

The President asked about Colson. Petersen related Colson's plea 

to Ehrlichman for leniency for the Watergate defendants, and the involve

ment of Bittman, Mrs. Hunt, LaRue and Kalmbach in requesting, receiving, 

and raising money for the defendants. Petersen told the President that dur

. ing the first Watergate investigation he had instr~cted Earl Silbert not to 

.. :question Donald Segretti about the President's lawyer before the Grand Jury. 

Therdiscussed Kalmbach's being named as a fund-raiser for the Watergate de

fendants. "If you are trying to help them out with their defense -- that is 

one thing but," the President said," if you are helping them out to keep 

them quiet ••• that is an obstruction job." Petersen said that was right 

if you were acting out of Christian charii;y that .. was fine. The President 

said that would be Mitchell's defense on that, and Petersen replied,,;- ••• all the 

inferences run the other way and that is a hell of a defense ,· to have to put 

to the Jury." (pp. 49-52) 

-9-
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They then discussed the proposed statement, and Petersen en

couraged the President to " ••• get out · front.· ~ The conversation closes 

with a discussion of Mitchell, who the President · said would fight the 

charges. Petersen said it was terrible for a former Attorney General of 

the United States to be subject to a criminal trial. The President said it 

was for obstruction of justice and not the bugging. (pp. 53-54) 

-1~ 
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73. On April 17, 1973 from 3:50 to 4:35 p.m •. the President met with 

H. R. Haldeman, Ronald Ziegler and· John Ehrllchman. The President 

described his conversation .. with Petersen. There was a. discussion;; .of 

whether Haldeman and Ehrlichman · should take .. leaves of absence.. The 

President went over the text of the statement he was ,about to give~ 

In response to .the .. Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President baa produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

Page 

73.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 17, 1973, 
Exhibit 48, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••••• 1412 

73. 2 House Judic.iary Connnittee staff summary. of 
White House edi.ted transcript of a meeting 
among the President,. R.R. Haldeman, Ronald· 
Ziegler and John Ehrlichman, April 17, 1973, 
3:50 - 4:35 p.m • •••.••.•.•••••••••....•• ~· •..•..• . , •• , ••• 1416 
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10:34 
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AC:Tl\'lrY 

The President 1{e.:1t to the Oval Office. 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with his Special Consultant, Leonard 
Garment • 

The President m~t with his Assistant, H •. R. Haldeman. 

The President met with the First Lady. 

The President and the First Lady went to the South Grounds of 
the White House. 

Tile ~resident and the First Lady participated in an arrival 
ceremony honoring Giulio Andreotti, President of the 
Council of Ministers of the Italian Republic. For a list 
of members of the welcoming committee and of the official 
Italian party participating in the ceremony, see APPENDL~
"A." 

Tile President ·and the First Lady escorted Priree Minister and 
M~s. Andreotti to the Blue Room. 

Tile Presidential ·party received members ·of the official 
Italian and U.S. parties. Assisting .in the receiving 
line were: 

William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 
Mrs. William · P. Rogers 
Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr., Chief of Naval Operations 
Mrs. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. He was 
accompanied by: 

Prime- Minister Andreotti 
Neil A. Seidenman, State Department interpreter . 
Mrs. Anna Saxon, State Department interpreter 

Tile President met with: 
Prime Minister Andreotti 
Andrea Cagiati, Diplomatic Advisor to Prime }linister 

Andreotti 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
Mr. Seidenman 
Mrs. Saxon 
Members of the press, in/ out 
White House photographer, in/out 

~ I J 
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2:39 

2:46 
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-
4:41 

4:41 

4:46 

4:48 

5:09 

5:15 

5:20 
5:50 
5:50 

6:17 

6:55 

7:15 

12:24 

- 2:20 
2:20 
2:17 

2:40 

2:40 

3:49 

4:35 

4:46 

5:03 

5:16 

6:19 
7:14 
7:14 

6:21 
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R ··, Re~t·ivC'\! 

[.o 10 

' 

p . 

t,AfE 1.\(•1-. D!; Yr.t 

APRIL 17, 1973 
11.'-IE [HY 

12:19 p.m. TUESDAY 

ACTfVfTY 

Tbe Presidential party went to the South Grounds of the 
White House. 

The President and cir. Kissinger returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
Ronald L. Ziegler, Press Secretary 

:-- The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

The President met with .Assistant Attorney General Henry E. •... 
Petersen. 

-..." Th~ Pr'esident met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President went to the Press Room •. 

_,. The President addressed members of the press on the 
developments in the .Watergate case. 

White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

. 

The President met with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. Bull. 

The President met with: 

p 

R 

Secretary Rogers 
Mr. Haldeman 
Nr. Ehrlichman 

,v The President talked with Mr. Ziegl~r. 

The President was telephoned by Mr. Kissinger. Tile call was 
not com:,letecl. 

The President re~urned to the seconJ floor Rcsid~nce. 

f 

~----''-----J.---lL--L-------------------------------------
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\, 'J ~ .. ' ... ' . ..... ... .. ... 

T:U:: l·!lHTr: HOUSE 
\.!c'S !INCTO N , lJ.C. 

I · 
In 

7:36 

8:02 

8:03_ 

8:03 

TIME 

Out 

7 :33 · 

8:21 

l'IIO :-:t: 
1'.· . 1'! 1,,;cJ 

R ·, ·l~nt'1...r,l 

I.<> I() 

t'i'<t!:illJci'I i HIGHARD NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 

A! Tl\ ' I r Y 

UATE ( '.'-1-.o .. [>•1 . Yr . I 

iJ'RIL 1} ,. 1973 
TIME UAY 

7:36 p.a. TUESDAY 

R The Pre s ident talked wi.th }Ir. Kissingt!r. 

T!1e President went to the North Portico. 

The President greeted Prime Minister and Mri::. Andreotti. 
:•!embers of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The Presidential party went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President met with: 
Tne First L?dy 
Vice President and Mrs. Spiro T. Agnew 
Prime Minister and Mrs. Andreotti 
Secretary and Mrs. Rogers 
John A. Volpe, Ambassador from the U.S. to Italy 
Mrs. John A. Volpe 

I 

. GEi~ds7pp
0
e ~tlediciAm, Ibtaliadn lh.f' niste

1
rt o

1
f FtorehignUAf

5
fai-::s J. 

gi io r ona, assa or rom a y o t,e •• 

8:22 

8:22 

8:39 

10:11 

8:39 

10:11 

10:11 ·10:32 

10:32 

10:33 11:17 

Mrs. Egidio Ortono 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied by Prime 
Minister and Mrs. Andreotti, went to the Blue Room. 
Enroute, they participated in a photo opportunity at the . 
foot of the Grand Staircase. 

White House photographer, in/out 

The Presidential party received dinner guests. 

The President and the First Lady hosted a State 
honor of Prime Minister and Mrs. Andreotti. 
of dinner guests, see APPENDIX "B." 

Dinner in 
For a list 

The President and the First Lady went to ·the .Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady received guests attendin~ 
the entertainment portion of the evening. For a li:'t ~f 
attendees, see APPENDIX "C." 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied by rrir.1._. 
Minister and Hrs. Andreotti, went to the East R,,,,~.1. 

The Pres i <lent and the First Lady attended a peri:,,rr.:;1;:,,' lw 
singer Frnnk Sinatra. For a list of )!Ut.!5 t:'. ,,,.,· 
Arl'f.Nl)IX "B" an<l APPENDIX "C." 

Ml'mhe>rs-of the press, in/out 
!'111 i tl' !!oust! photogr:ipher, in/<>ut 

·-----'-".----ll-_-.1.-...l...-----------------------·-- - --·-... - ---
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f..P:nL 17, l 97J 
·:•r;-: t{f!LTE HOUSE 11:.tE DAY 

,_.:_.\s;rr~~C:Ttl'N, D~C. 11 :17 rJ.n .. TUESDAY 
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In 

Tl\fE (>,,• I I' :·hoed I • :: ft;:-1.·, .. ~.1.1 
1----1-----.;_1_"_,1_1._n.-i--------~---------------------------

11:17 

11:20 

11:45 12:04 p 

T:1e Prc,s Ldcnt and the f i. rst La<ly escort;;?d Prime }iinister and 
,·!rs. :\ndreotti to their motorc;idc. at the North Portico. 

The President and the First Lady returned to the second floor 
Residence. 

The President talked with Hr. Kissinger. 

s:-1/ rn /Jo 
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73.2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 172 1973 2 3:50 P.M. to 4:35 P.M. 

On April 17, 1973, the President met in the Oval Office with 

John Ehrlichman, and H. R. Haldeman from 3:50 to 4:35 p.m. Ronald Ziegler 

entered late in the meeting. The principal topic of discussion was the 

statement then being drafted in which the President would announce his policy 

of cooperating with the Senate Select Committee, initiating his new investiga

tion, and his policy on immunity for administration officials. The meeting 

opened with the President reporting on his meeting with Petersen, which had 

just ended. The President said, "I completed the round with Petersen and he 

said he completely agreed.with me, that he's been arguing that with the U.S. 

Attomeys •••• He said the problem is (unintelligible). I said, 'Well you're 

going to corroborate it, aren't you?' 'Yes, of course.' But I put it bluntly. 

No individual--" 

The Pre~ident briefly described the discussion about leaks from the 

Grand Jury, Gray's destruction of the material from Hunt's files, Strachan's 

guilty plea, the probable statement on unindicted co-conspirators, and the 

fact that Dean, but not Haldeman and Ehrlichman, would probably be named as an 

unindicted co-conspirator. The President reported that Petersen said that un

less Ehrlichman and Haldeman took leaves of absence from the White House staff., 

they would be named as unindicted co-conspirators. Otherwise, Sirica's 

questioning of Magruder in open court would make it "appear that the Justice 

Department again is covering up.n (pp •. 1-3} 

(1416) 



?3.2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY-OF WHITE.HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 1?, 1973; s:50..;4 :"35_'P,M._MEETINCJ . __ ---

The President said Petersen reported ~that "Dean's lawyers say Dean 

is going to make a case against this Administration. They're going to try 

this <Administration. . , so, I .guess that 1s ,.-where we stand with Dean." 

They all agreed that for Ehrlichman and Haldeman to take leave if they were 

not implicated would be a confession and would look like a cover-up. Haldeman 

.. criticized , the prosecutors' handling of Strachan, and reported that they had 

indicated th.ey will prosecute Strachan for perjury even though he had volun

teered to correct at least one mistake in his testimony. {pp. 4-6) 

They then turned to the statement which the President . was .considering 

making that afternoon. After discussing the section that dealt with White 

House staff appearing before the Senate Select Committee, they turned to the 

part about the President's inquiry · into Watergate. The President said, "'I 

began new inquiries into this matter as .• a result .of serious charges which were 

reported publicly and privately.' Should we• say that?" Ehrlichman said, 

"Publicly, comma, 'which in some cases were reported publicly.'" The Presi-

dent said, 111-Four weeks ago we,' Why don't we say, shall we set a date? That 

sounds a hell of a lot stronger if we set a date." Ehrlichman replied, "All 

right." The President continued, "'On March 21, I began new inquiries,' Strike 

that. 'I ordered an investigation, new inquiries throughout the government--'" 

The President also suggested, "In other words, 'on March 21 we started an il!vesti

gation because of the public hearings.'" Then they decided to make reference to 

conferences with Kleindienst and Petersen, the President's own investigation, 

.. major developments in .the case, and treatment of and cooperation by Executive 

. Branch personnel involved in the investigation. (pp. 7.i.ll) · After ·-an, apparent 

reference to Strachan, the President said, "That's right Bob, he should just take 

their offer. Believe me, we don't have to have {unintelligible). He isn't 

-2-
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tryi.ng to h;lde anything." Haldeman said he would feel fine with his doing 

that. "IS]o he says some things that are damaging. They are only.slightly 

damaging, and we've had plenty of damaging things already." The President 

said, "That's right· Bob, just tell him to take it. • • • Tell him to take 

it but tell them the mere truth. You see, they think it is worse than it is. 

They think he is covering up and they are wrong. That's what it really gets 

down to." Haldeman commented that Strachan had confided in Dean and was afraid 

that Dean would "take something that is partly right and twist it, which is 

what Dean :ts doing, and hang him on it. 11 (pp. 11-12) 

Haldeman reported that he and Ehrlicbman were meeting with their 

attorney that afternoon. The President said, "I guess (unintelligible) may 

resign." Haldeman answered, "Th.at would be a very foolish thing for him to 

do." Haldeman said that he and Ehrlichman would "hang together playing this 

game," but would request a leave of.absence if they were named in .the Magruder 

indictment. (pp. 13-15) 

Again they discussed the·prospect of Dean's lawyers trying the 

Administration, and Ehrlichman mentioned the upcoming Senate Select Com

mitteehearins.s. Ehrlichman also suggested that Dean's testimony may not 

be admissable on the grounds that "his communication to us was a coumunica

tion to you, and vice versa. As an alter ego to the President." The 

President responded, III don't have any separate existence." (pp. 15-17) 

Towards the end of the meeting Ziegler, entered the room, ·and 

mentioned ,that Leonard Garment needed ,to know ground. rules before· ,he 

talked to Senator Ervin, and they discussed ,-an.swers. Ziegler should·make, 

to possible questions from the press on Watergate. (pp. 17-20) 

-3-
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74. _On'April 17, 1973 from 4:42 to 4:45 -p.m.- the :President issued a 

public statement containing two announcements. The President first 

announced that White House personnel would appear before the S~te 

Select Comittee, but would reserve the right to assert executive 

privilege during the course -of questioning. He · then reported that on 

March-21 he had begun intenatve :new inqµiries into the whole Watergate 

matter --·and that thue had been maj'or developments in the case. The 

President stated -be had expres -sed ' to , the app,rop-riate author:itiea his 

view .that there should be no immunity fr0111 prosecution .for present 

or ·rformer high Admlnistration officials. The President said that 

those still in g~vernment .. would be sust>ended ;if -1:ndicted and discharged 

if convicted. 

·fage · 

74,.l . <E1r. 'ident .NJ.xon -• stateDJent
1
, April .. ll~ ·1§13, 

- _ ·: ? .Prestd•tta.1 Dt>cmnents 38'i.:. : .... ·:· ..... } . -.) ·-~ 
> ~ • 
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?4.1 PRESIDENT NIXON STATEMENT, APRIL 1?1 1973 9 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 38? 
P?,.i!il,NfiAl OOCUMEN15: RiCH:.RO 111XON, 197J 38T 

.. ,.·tj;i ·:··.: 

\'.~·:-.. Jf,!"FTT SH1..\l!.".F, v; \\':ish!n~tc.nr D.C., L1t'iiri.r.:-l·; a11J civir 
!,,;1 .• L·r. '\\'ashin;l,>n, P.C; 

J ;:,t :: T. Cp:,.,; :-:l•:t. 1,f ;\torri~town, l':.J.. ptt'~:dcnt and chid cxr.cu· 
t;,.,_. 0,F.rer, .-\Hied C..:h,·mit·al Cu,p., ?~~w Yo:~, ~.Y 1.; a1~d former 
S··\· r•.·Llry (1£ Co:nm:·rn·. 

[; r ~: t~·rr"?. e'.\}:iri.r.g Ocl,:.ib.-r26, l'J74 

:\LTci:t!:u. I. K,.\F.\k'H..::I, pf B?o·o:nfidd Hi!ls, ~Itch., chairm~n nf the 
b-:1::n.i, p:e~i<lrnt, an<l tre~sun.:r, Aactrun! Inc., )b.<li:h.1n Height!\ 
~lich. · 

\\'n.L!~ L. LF.FTWICH, of \Va.;hington; D.C._. atto:n~;-, Hud3on and 
Leftwich, \\'a.;hington, D.C. 

The President also announced the designation of Mr. 
Ow:,:J.<la to sern~ as Chairman and J\fr. Brud:m:mn to 
s~rw as Vice Chairman ofthe Board of Directors of the 
Pcnmylvania .:\\'enue De\'elopment Corporation. 

In addition to the eight member:; appointed by the 
President the Board of Directors also consist5 of the fol
lowing: Secretary of the Interior, Secretary of the Treas
ury, Secretary of Hou3ing and Urban Development, Secre
tary of Transportation, Administrator of General Services, 
Commissioner of the District of Columbia, and the Chair
man of the Di,;trict of Columbia Council. The eight mem
bers appointed by the President will serve terms of 6 years 
once the initial staggered terms have expired. 

The Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation 
was established b)· the Pennsylvania ,\venue Development . 
Act of 1972 ( Public Law 92-5 78) to provide for the prep
aration and carrying out of a development plan for the 
area between the White House and the C~pitol. 

The v\Tatergate Investigation 

The Prcsidenl' s Remarks Announcing Developments and 
Procedures To Be Fallowed in Conneclion with the 
Investigation. April 17, 1973 

Ladies and gentlemen: 
I have two announcements to make. Because of their 

technical nature, I shall read both of the announcements 
to the members of the press corps. 

The first announcement relates to the appearance of 
White House people before the Senate Select Committee, 
better known as the Ervin Committee. 

Fnr se\'eral weeks, Senator Ervin and Senator Baker 
and their coun,cl ha\·e been in contact with White House 
rqFc,entatives John Ehrlichman and Leonard Garment. 
·rh:·:: h;i\·c been talking about ground mle;: which would 
pre,,:rve the separati1Jn of powers without suppressing the 
facts. 

T l;diev~ nr:w an agreement has been re.iched which 
! , · ·,.r:,f.,:-tw:,-to l">'h ~i,ks. The cnmmittee ground rules 

;r_') ;i• (nc·,:dl \::,t,JEy F:·c.:._~4\r''...' ~h~ LL~1./60:: r;J _:;,:p::..r~t~!r.,n of 

P'-'\,er,. They pnwidc that the appcar:wce by a witncs., 
may, in the· first instc.:.nce, be in executi\·e ses.,ion, if 
appropriate. 

S,:cond, exi:cutivc pri\·ilcge is cxpres,ly re:;crved and 
m:,y be asserted during the course of the questioning as 
to any quf'Stion. 

Now, much has been made of the i;;;ue as to •shether 
the prcAeeding,, could be tdc\·ised. To me, this has never 
been a central is;:;ue, especially if the i-eparation of powers 
prnblern is otherwise solved, ,L, I now think it"i:,. 

1\ll members of the White Home Staff will appear vol
untarily \\hen requested by the committee. They \,·ill tes0 

tify under oath, and. they will answer fully al! proper 
questions. 

I should point out that this arrangement i, one that 
covers this hearing ouly in which wrongdoi.,g has been 
charged. This kind of arrangement, of course, would not 
apply to other hearings. Each of them will be co:tSidered 
on its merits. 

My second announcement concerns the Watergate case 
directly. 

On March 21, as a !CNit of serious charges which came 
to my attention, some of which ,verc publicly reported, 
I began intensive new inquiries into this who?-c matter. 

Last Sunday afternoon, the Attorney General, Assistant 
Attorney General Peterson, and I met at length in the 
EOB to review the facts which had come to me in my 
investigation and also to review the progress of the Depart
ment of Justice investigation. · 

I can report today that there have been major develop-
ments in the case concerning which it would be improper 
to be more specific now, except to say that real progres. 
has been made in finding the truth. 

If any person in the executive branch or in the Govern
ment is indicted by the grand jury, my policy wiUbe to im
mediately suspend· him. If he is convicted, he will, of 
course, be automatically discharged. 

I have expressed tothe appropriate authorities my view 
that no individual holding, in the past or at present. a 
position of major importance in the Administr:1.tion should 
be given immunity from prosecution. 

The judicial process is moving ahead as it should, and 
I sha!i aid it in all appropriate ways and have so informed 
the appropriate authorities. _ 

As I have said before and I have said throughout this 
entire matter, all Gmrernment employees and c:;peci:illy 
White House Staff employees are expected fuily to co
operat{" in this matter. I condemn any attempLS to co\·er 
uo in thi5 ca:;e, no ma.aer who is involved. 

Thank you. 

:-.;OT£: Thr Prt·'i!de~t spok~ at 4:4:! p.m. in the lki~fir:.g R~10::1 .1; 

the Whit~ Ho"'"· 
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15. On-"April 17, 1973 the President met in his EOB office with 

William Rogers from 5:20 to6:19 p.m. and ldth H. R. Haldeman and John 

Ehrlichman from 5:50 to 7:14 p.m. The President briefed Rogers on his 

investigation and his discussion with Pe·tersen. There was a discussion of 

whether Haldeman, Ehrlichman and Dean .should resign and of Dean's testimony 

against Haldeman and Ehrlichman. Haldeman and Ehrlichman reported on 

their conversation with John Wilson, a defense attorney in criminal cases 

who had been recommended by Rogers. There was a discussion of what 

Dean had told Kalmbach about the purpose of the moner ·he was asked to 

raise. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and , other evidence of the President's conversations of April 17, 1973 

from 5:50 to 7:14 p.m., the President has produced an edited transcript 

of the recording of his conversations from 5:20 to 7:14 p.m. A summary 

of that transcript has been ·prepared. 

Page 

75.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 17, 1973, 
Exhibit 48, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 ••••••••••••••• 1422 

75.2 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
among ·the President, William Rogers, H. R. 
Haldeman and John Ehrlichman, April 17, 1973, 
5:20 - 7:14 p.m ••••••••••••••••••• ~·····················1426 
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I 
:APIUL 17, i973 

Tm: WHITE HOUSE 'Tri~E·. n.w .. 
. HAS1l(1'GT0N, D.C. :9:18 n.~. TUESDAY 

In 

9:18 

9:19 

9:30 

Jl:47 

9:59 

10:0S 

PtlO~~ 
l'IMF. P .,,..!.1red· 

9 · P.,.-,('r,·t,I 

Out 

9:25 

9:46 

9:59 

10:00 

1... 1.0 

p 

10:05 10:28 

10:29 

10:29 10:34 

10:34 

10:34 12:19 

AC:TIVITY 

The President went to the Oval .Office. 

The President talked with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President met with his Special Consulta..-it, . Leonard 
Garment. 

The President · m~t with his .Assistant, H •. R. Haldeman. 

The President met with the First Lady. 

The President and the First Lady went t,">-the South Grounds of 
the White House. 

'nle President and ·the First Lady participated in an arrival; 
ceremony honoring Giulio Andreotti, President of the 
Council of Ministers of the Italian Republic. For a list 
of members of the welcoming coomittee and of the official 
Italian party participating in the ceremony, see APPENDIX 
"A." 

The President and the First Lady escorted Priu Mii.rl.st.er and ·· 
Mrs. Andreotti to . the Blue Room. 

The Presidential party received .. members of the official 
Italian and U.S. parties. Assisting in the receiving 
line were: 

William P. Rogers, Secretary of State · 
Mrs. William · P. Rogers 
Adm. Elmo R. ZU111Walt., Jr., . Chief of N:aval Operations 
Mrs. Elmo R. ZWIIWalt, Jr. 

The President-returned to the Oval Office. He was 
accompanied by: 

Prime- Minister Andreotti . 
Neil A. Seidenman, State Department interpreter 
Mrs. Anna Saxon, · State Department 1.n.terpreter 

The President met with: 
Prime Minister Andreotti 
Andrea Cagiati, Diplomatic Advisor to Prime Minister 

Andreotti 
Henry A. Kissinger, 

0

Assistant 
Mr. Seidenman 
Mrs. Saxon 
Members of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 
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2:30 

2:39 

2:46 

3:50 

4:41 
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4:46 

4:48 

5:09 

5:15 

5:20 
5:50 
5:50 

6:17 

6:55 

7 : 15 

12:24 

2:20 
2:20 
2:17 

2:40 

2:40 

3:49 

4:35 

4:46 

5:03 

5:16 

6:19 
7:14 
7:14 

6:21 
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APP.IL ~7! l_9_7_3 
fl.\1£ DAY 

12:19 p.m. TUESDAY 

,v :TIVITY 

The Presidential party went to the South Grounds of the 
White House. 

n1e President and Hr. Kissinger returned to the Oval Office. 

_The President met with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
Ronald L. Z{egler, . Press Secretary 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

The President met with Assistant Attorney General Henry E.. 
Petersen • 

. ~ 
The President met with: 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President went to the Press Room. -

The President addressed members of the press on the 
·developments in the Watergate case. 

White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with . Mr. Ziegler~ 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. Bull. 

The President met with: 
Secretary Rogers 
Mr. Haldeman · 
Hr. Ehrlichman 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler. 

TI1e President was telephoned by Mr . . Kissinger. Tile call wa:» 
not com;:,lete<l. 

n,c President rei;urned to the second flo<>r R~s id,•nce. 
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7:36 

6:02 

7 :33 • R The President talked with He. Kissingt:!r. 

8:03. 

8:03. 

8:22 

8:22 

8:39 

10:11 

8:21 

8:39 

10:11 

10:11 -10:32 

10:32 

10:33 11:17 

The President went to the North Portico. 

The President greeted Prime Minister and Mr~. Andreotti. 
~:!embers of the press, in/out 
lfuite House photogra:>her. in/out 

The Presidential party ·went to the Yellow Oval P.oom. · 

The President met with: 
The First L!!,dy 
Vice President and Mrs. Spiro T. Agnew 
Prime Minister and Mrs. Andreotti 
Secretary and Mrs. Rogers 
John A, Volpe, l\lnbassador from the U.S-. to Italy 
Mrs. John A. Volpe 
Giuseppe Medici, Italian Minister of Foreign AffiH}s·
Egidio Ortona, Ambassador from Italy to the U.S. 
Mrs. Egidio Ortono 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied by Prime 
Minister and Mrs. Andreotti, vent to· the Blue Room. 
Enroute, they participated in a photo opportunity at the. 

- foot of the Grand Staircase. 
White House photographer, in/out 

The Presidential party received dinner guests~ 

The President and the First Lady hosted a State Dinner in 
honor of Prime Minister and Mrs. Andreotti. For a list 
of dinner guests, see APPENDIX "B." 

'l'he President and the First Lady went to·the Grand Hall •. 

The President and the First Lady received guests a.ttendin~ 
the entertainment portion of the.everting. For a li:.•t ~f 
attendees. see APP!t.'9IX "C." 

'!he President and the First Lady. accompanied by Prim~ 
Minister and Hrs. Andreotti, went to the East R,,,•::i. 

The President arul the First Lady attended a p~rf,u·cam,,• t,..
singer rrank Sinatra. For a li.st of guest;:. ':!:•··· 
APl'f.Nl>l X "B" and APPENDIX "C.n 

~lt.·mben; of the press. ia!~~ut 
llh i tl' !louse photogr.:1,>her • in/N•!: 

t 
I 

I 
• • . i 

}· ... , I 

f --· . ___ ___,...._ __ ....... _--'---'---'---'----------------"--·----
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The . Pr.::s i.dent a.nd t,ic First Lady escorted · Prime Minister and 
-- Mrs. :\ndreotti to ·their _ ·m:>torcadc at the North Portico. 

11:20 

11:45 12:04 p 

The President and the First Lady returned . to t'fl.e second floor 
Residence. 

The President talked with Mr. _ Kissinger, 

St·I/CO/JD 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 17, 1973 5:20p,m; to 7:14 p.m. 

On April 17, 1973 the President met with Secretary of State 

William P. Rogers at 5:20 p.m. in his EOB office. Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman entered the mee.ting after it began, and Rogers left before 

the meeting ended at 7:14 p.m. 

Rogers asked the President ifhe had made his announcement. The 

President said he had, that it wouldn't hurt anything and was the right 

move. Rogers agreed. (p. 1) 

The President said he had talked to Petersen again that day, and 

Petersen said they had to ,resign, . "fj]ust figures you can't keep them." 

The President asked if Rogers had any different views today. Roge~ aaid 

he didn't, that he thought it was the right step to'go. The President said 

"it's going to be bloody." Rogers said that the top people in government 

deserve the same consideration as anybody else, and"the President said, 

"Damn right." The President said that the New. York Times would have an 

editorial the next day that the President should fire the whole · White House 

staff, anybody·who did it. But, said the President,·"I think they fthe 

people] like a man who stands up to them -- not to condeum people before 

they're proven." (pp. 2-3) 

Rogers asked what Petersen said on Ehrlicbman, "Does he have any 

other evidence except what's in that piece of paper because if he doesn't 

there wasn't anything in the.Te." The Pr.esident . said "hardly anything,'' 

except. that Gray now recollected that he got the material and destroyed,it 

(1426) 



75.2 HOUSE J7JDICJ!ARY. COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
THANSCRIPr OF APRIL 17, 1973., 5:20-7:14 P.M. MEETING 

-2-

because he was told it was political mate.rial, had notldng to do with 

Watergate. This had destroyed Gray, the President said, it was "an 

unbelievable story." Rogers asked, ''Well, now .. Ehrlichman didn't tell him 

to destroy. it?., The President replied, ''Hell no. Gray went back -- Dean 

did give it.to him. It was in Ehrlicbman's office." The President said 

he "put it hard to· Petersen'' and · even used Rogers' name. He said he told 

Petersen.that Rogers looked it over and said they didn't have much of a 

case on Ehrlichman. (pp. 3-4) 

The President said the prosecutors were '!trying like hell to just 

frighten people to death. They' re going. to send 'em to jail and so forth." 

The President told Rogers they were "tq,it;lg to break" Strachan. The 

Presidenti'said he d~dn't: under$tand, St~ach.an could be .either a witness 

or a defendant, ~d he tol.d ;Hll!q~ to< tell, h::ilit to be. a witness. (p. 4) 

Roger$ aske!i, 11ha.t. had happen~(! to ~; a,nd the P1:esi,dent said, ''They 
;· ,-.- .. ·_. _._ ... ';__·· .... · ' ·-

made a deal with 'nim. And that's .why' :i; piit in that statement, t hOJ:')e -

that's the point.''·• Tlie Pre.Sident s.iti!f lie. .told, i\Petersen he' had talked to 

Rogers and they.had a grave problem in giving tb.e President's counsel iln-

111unity. He said Petersen had replied,:suppose'it's Dean's testimony that 

we need to get Haldeman and Ehrlicbman, shouldn't we give.him ilmnunity? 

The President said he,had toil.d Pete;g-sen, "No -- not.unless you have cor

roboration." Rogers· said· that.:what. was,;done on ·things like that was to 

say to·,a fellow, you've violated the law, you've got· to be indicted, we'll 

consider the help you've given us when it comes to the question of your 

sentence. "In other words," said Rogers, 11you ••• {h]old out the prospect 
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to him," The President asked how John Dean, the President's counsel, could 

be given total inmunity "when he's involved? He admits involvement through

out." The President told Rogers, "I said no. I said, by no means. I'd 

get the rack." 

The President told Rogers that Petersen said he agreed with that 

and was trying to convince the U. S. Attorneys, "but they are hot on trying 

to give him immunity and they're going to. And they want to (unintelligible) 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman. Frankly, that's it." (p. 6) 

The President told Rogers "what this statement was on," He said 

they were going to have Magruder in open court eventually and were going to 

put out this statement in which they would name other unindicted co

conspirators. Petersen said otherwise Sirica would ask Magruder ·questions, 

and he would testify in open court about other people, the President said. 

"I think that is a hell of a prejudicial thing to do -- the rights of an 

individual--." The President continued that they told him that·Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman would not be on the list if the President fired them. He 

said Petersen told him they were giving him an option so that he "could 

move ahead of the herd basically by just letting them go." The President 

told Rogers that he thought if he let them go they would be on the list 

anyway. It would appear that he heard they were going to be on the list 

and fired them and they were on it. The President said, "That's my problem. 

We're not prosecuting my two top people and I let them go. I don't think 

that makes sense at all or do you agree?" Rogers agreed that it would look 

bad from the President's standpoint •. The President said that if he let 
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Haldeman and Ehrlichman .go and they weren't on the list, they would call 

them before the Grand Jury and then indict them if they could get infor

mation. Rogers said that it was a perversion of the Grand Jury process 

if Sirica questioned a defendant on a guilty plea to find out who else 

was involved. {pp. 6-9) 

The President said that he thought Ehrlichman was "going to beat 

it. I don't think it's going to help him, if by letting him go, I know 

that he's gone to the prosecution.!' The President said, "IY] ou know I 

am concerned about my people. I know that Haldeman and Ehrlichman are 

not guilty of a damn thing~" The President said to Rogers, "It's only 

tangential on that, Bill -- tangential. Sure they knew we•were,raising 

money for these damn defendants, but they were (unintelligible) in the 

campaign. I mean, I mean (unintelligible) Dean at the meeting, wasn't 

he?" The President continued, "Ehrlichman was handling the whole domestic 

thing and. Haldeman was working with me at the time. They didn't work in, 

the campaign. It was all over with Mitchell. Mitchell was -- in this 

whole thing -- and frankly, Dean was handling it for the White House. 

(Unintelligible). Our people were aware that he was. We were aware 

about that. 11 {pp. 9-10) 

Rogers asked how the President had left .it with Petersen and 

said, "I th:i,nk from now on you better let him go into the brawl." The 

President said, "I have." He said Petersen was .going to report to him 

and that he had told Petersen that he would·like. to know if Petersen 

got any corroborating testimony. The President said he had told Petersen 

he would like to be warned if there was corroborative testimony so he 
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could call his people in and -ask for resignations. The .President said, 

"That's all I told him. We 11 I'm not going to talk to him any more 

about that. After all, I'm the President of the country -- and I'm going 

to get on with it ••• I've been living with this for (unintelligible) 

that's all I've been doing for half the time now." The President lhentioned 

the people that he had trust in, said he had trust in Ehrlichman, had 

Ehrlichman working. Ehrlichman had com.pleted the job and got to the bottom 

of the thing. (pp. 10-11) 

The President said that Ehrlichman said, "There is a possible, 

possible situation of the act of -- What do you call it?" Rogers' reply 

was "(Unintelligible)," and the President said, "If the individuals knew 

that the purpose was to keep people from talking in court. In court, not 

openly. Apparently, it's -- You might keep 'em from it -- but he said, 

'Anyway, that's the problem.' So, I don't know. I still don't know if 

it is a problem." The President said that he was· thinking of Haldeman, 

Ehrlichman, ,Dean and their kids, of the possibility of their mocking a 

great career. Their service, the President said, had been efficient. 

"I'll tell you, if they aren't convicted, Bill, they'll come out • 

' This'll be in better perspective in a year, I think." Rogers said he 

thought the first blush would be and the President interjected, "Terrible." 

The President said, "I'll be here, all along, Bill. The Jury indicts, 

,-moves. We' re going to get on with this country. A lot of people in the 

country, we may find, they feel the President is doing the best he can in 

the daum thing. If I had wanted to cover-up -- they probably think the 

President can cover-up. If I wanted to, I sure haven't done it very well, 

have !'l" (pp. 11-13) 
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Rogers asked if the President had any indication of what Dean was 

going to do. The President said, "IH]e's going to try this whole :Administra

tion I would expect, .And my view on that is let him try the whole :Admini

stration." The President said Ziegler pointed out that Dean had conducted 

an investigation for nine . months and now came forward · and charged inaction. 

The President said, "Danmdt, why didn't he come in earlier, and tell ·me 

these things, Bill? Why didn't he do it? If he knew, I would think that--" 

The President asked why, once it had happened, it wasn't cut off right then, 

by someone (apparently Mitchell) stepping forward. "Well, I think I know," 

the President said, ''They just thought that might hurt the election." 

(pp. 13-15) 

The President said that he would rather have it in the courts than 

in the Connnittee, and Rogers agreed and said that was the way it was sup

posed to be, that was the system. The President said, "It sure shows the 

system works, though, doesn't it?" Rogers asked the President what Petersen 

thought of the President ·' S · statement, and the President said he had thought 

it was fine . Rogers said · Sirica had been suspicious there was a cover-up 

and had tried to put pressure on the ones who knew, Magruder, Rogers said, 

was a willing witness, not a reluctant defendant, who would testify, had 

been working with the prosecutor, and would be called before the grand jury. 

Rogers said, "Why the hell he's -- that (unintelligible) open court. That's 

the -- that's what the Grand Jury's for." (pp. 15-16) 

The President said he thought "the partial reaction" to his state

ment would be, "Thank God, the President's finally said - something about 

Watergate," and Rogers agreed. The President said he wasn't taking any 
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comfort out of it because "for a period of time it's going to be painful," 

when Mitchell gets indicted, and possibly Haldeman and Ehrlichman. (pp, 15-17) 

Rogers said that he thought Haldeman and Ehrlichman ought to resign 

but talk to their lawyer first. Rogers said he didn't understand what 

Magruder was going to .. do, but it seemed to him "if Dean has mentioned them 

that way that they ought to then take a leave of absence." The President 

asked if Rogers would wait until their names were mentioned, and Rogers said, 

"Yeah." The President said he had told Petersen that Rogers and the President 

found the charges uncorroborated, and Petersen agreed but wanted the 

President to "sack 'em." The President said, "I've got to live with myself. 

I don't want to do it in that · (unintelligible). That isn't fair." The 

President said that if they were not named in the statement, they would be 

called. "They' 11 be indicted and (unintelligible)1' Rogers said that undicted 

co-conspirator was "just as bad as. being indicted, especially when you know 

somebody was (unintelligible) lying. So you're named, but you can't clear 

your name." Rogers said, "If you're named as a co-conspirator and forced to 

resign, then you're convicted without a trial." (pp. 18-21) 

The President said that he was afraid Haldeman was probably in 

trouble, though he wasn't sure he'd be indicted. Rogers said he wasn't sure 

he would be indicted, The President said, "Well, staying too close to the 

money. He never can explain that, In terms of legal involvement though but 

"he could never explain to the people and you (unintelligible) some of that damn 

money back there for 'em. Testified by Mitchell, by, by Dean. Was it a 

(unintelligible) of the defense'!" Rogers said the President would have 

twelve hours, and the ,President asked Rogers to put his mind to the problem 
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"because I really think we've got to start helping 'em. Help advise them. 

They're in the eye of the hurricane." Rogers said they had a little time 

to see how the President's statement played. (pp. 22-23) 

The President said that he thought "that he probably didn't know 

about My feeling was that Mitchell -- basically always thought 

Magruder knew the damn thing. Mitchell just wasn't tending the shop. That's 

what I understand." Rogers said he thought Mitchell might well have given 

the go ahead and said, "Oh yeah, to hell with this." The President said, 

"Yeah. 'Don't tell me about it."' Rogers said he was surprised about 

Dean, and the President said Dean claimed he didn't have anything to do with 

having them go ahead, but after that "Dean came in in terms of the obstruction 

of justice. There's where he's vulnerable. That's all. He's not vulnerable 

on the first part in my opinion." Rogers asked if they had gotten 

written statements from Dean and Magruder, and the President said they had 

debriefed him. He said, "Where Dean is concerned, nothing they can do to 

shake him. On that one he stands firm." Rogers said he thought "the one 

f~.llow that had to know about this and should just take a leave of absence 

is Dean." The President replied, "(unintelligible) what about this -- who 

the hell wants to (unintelligible)? It looks like this might (unintelligible) 

of course, set him off •••• Worse than he is." Rogers said, "Well, I 

think your point is true enough. He appears beyond the thing, although he--." 

The President said, "He was the one •• He handled the whole thing." 

The President told Rogers that, when he had started his investigation on 

March 21st, he saw Dean at least "(unintelligible) times"; that at Camp David 

Dean was "to write the (expletive deleted) U:p so we could put out a statement"; 
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and that he said he really couldn't write a statement the President could 

put out, "So I must say, I've done everything I can to get to the boftom, 

Bill, as you can see." The President said he had told John to "let it all 

hang out • you got to tell me what the hell the score is so we' 11 

know how to deal with this, We're not going to be nibbled to death by a 

thousand hurts." And that, said the President, was "exactly what we've 

done," The President said McCord' s allegations had . "enough there Lto/, put 

anybody on notice that without a doubt there's something wrong," and that 

was why he had to move, (pp. 23-25) 

Rogers said that it was basically up to John and Bob and that it was 

difficult for anybody else, who really didn't know what the facts were. Rogers 

said that Ehrlichman must be shaken, and the President said that he was, 

that he was saying, "Going to fight, discredit Dean -- discredit the 

prosecutor." The President said, "That'll be one hell of a big fight." (pp. 26-27) 

The President told Rogers they were thinking of Judge Byrne for 

Director of the FBI, and described his qualifications. (p. 28) 

At this point, Haldeman and Ehrlichman entered the meeting. They 

reported that they had met with their lawyer, John J, Wilson, Ehrlichman said 

Wilson knew Petersen and Glanzer, "and he despises them," The President said 

he never talked to Petersen any more, that was done -- "except for all .the 

information I want." The President told Haldeman and Ehrlichman that Petersen 

said he would give the President 12 hours notice with regard to the Magruder 

thing, "and I think I want that." Ehrlichman gave Wilson's explanation of 

the procedure involving unindicted co-conspirators and interrogation on a 

guilty plea, Rogers said that being named as an unindicted co-conspirator 
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and being forced to leave was equivalent to indictment; "You both would he 

indicted and convicted by the public beforehand." (pp. 29-36) 

Ehrlichman suggested that he had privilege in his conversations 

with Dean, and particularly the conversation where Dean said he came and told 

Ehrlichman that Liddy had confessed. Ehrlichman said, "LT/he only reason 

to tell me was not for me as me but because I was one of the two conduits 

that he had to the Boss. He didn't have, I mean, the organizational set-up 

was that way." Haldeman said that the President's log showed that from the 

Watergate break-in until the end of August, the President never saw John 

Dean, during July and August the President had no conmrunications with Dean 

at all. Ehrlichman said that Dean gave a lot of legal advice about this 

case. "A lot of traffic and all that, but there's also developed a poor 

relationship and sooner or later the President is going to have to decide 

whether he wants to consider privilege--if Dean becomes." Ehrlichman said it 

involved both his conmrunications with Dean and Haldeman's, that it was a 

tough problem, and the President would probably want to reserve it. Rogers 

said that it was "really ticklish," and "it is hard to understand he was 

Counsel to you as well as to the President." Rogers asked how Dean contacted 

the President, and Haldeman said, "He dealt with one of us." Ehrlichman 

said that Dean was "really an advisor" to them in their capacity to make 

decisions. Rogers asked, "Problem is, what do other people say about him?" 

Ehrlichman replied, "He's a jerk. Sure, that's right." The President said, 

"And I deferred to him in this damned investigation. Remember you said, 'I 

think you ought to talk to John Dean.' Remember. And I called him in 

there. And, -- , I listened ad infinitum and carted him off to Camp David." 

Haldeman said, "(unintelligible) I deferred to him on most occasions." 

Rogers suggested they think it over. (pp. 36-39) 
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The President said that on Sunday Kleindienst and Petersen had 

come in and said, '"Because of Haldeman and Ehrlichman -- just the fact 

that both of these clOWil!had implicated them and they ought to resign. 

They haven't served you well, Mr. President' and all that sort of thing," 

The President said, he told them he couldn't do it on un-corroborated 

testimony and that a moment of truth for them would be when they said they 

have corroborative testimony, The President said, "Do I.have to examine 

the damned testimony" or could he just ask them voluntarily to leave? The 

President said his theory, and Rogers',was that "a person in public office 

should have no more and no less rights than a person out of public office," 

Haldeman said there was a good counter argument that a person in public 

office has a higher obligation than a person not in public office, Rogers 

said he thought it was for the individual to decide, Ehrlichman said that 

he thought if they "turned up in this crazy information -- junk -- even 

though we are not charged with a crime, in the ultimate sense," he could 

write the President a letter saying obviously he didn't want to impair 

the President's situation and was going to take leave. The President said 

he thought that was the course of action they should take "and let them put 

it out if they want to that way. And if they do and if you are named you can 

iuunediately say, 'I am confident that these charges will not stand up and 

that I • and so forth' -- and 'My usefulness, of course, will be seriously 

impaired and I therefore request a leave until the matter is cleared up.'" 

The President continued, "I think we can all agree on that without an indictment. 

I might put a P.S, on there and say, 'I am shocked with the procedure followed 

and when I am reinstated I am going to see to it that the Justice Department 
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changes its procedures. 11' Rogers said that , in effect, Dean would be 

doing them a greater disservice than a bonafide Grand Jury indictment, 

and the President agreed. Rogers said that based on what Petersen gave 

the President, he didn't think there was sufficient evidence, (pp. 39-42) 

Rogers said, "Now how in hell. can you say, 'That is obstruction 

of justice to turn over .all the evidence to the FBI?'" Rogers suggested 

that Pat Gray said he was told to "deep six" the documents, and the President 

said, "he was not told to do .. that." l.Emphasis in transcrip_!7 Ehrlichman said that on 

the business, of telling Hunt to leave the co~ntry, nobody in the meeting 

remembered anything like that. Dean had called Liddy and told him ' to have 

Hunt leave the country, and· Colson , recalled Dean's having mentioned it to 

him, not in Ehrlichman's office, Ehrlichman said. It was countermanded, 

and he didn't leave the country, Ehrlichman continued, "so I suspect Dean 

may have acted unilaterally on that," The President said, "Here he is 

trying to pass this up to Ehrlichman, too." Ehrlichman suggested that 

Dean had to have an explanation for ·why he did it. Ehrlichman said Liddy 

told Hunt that his principals said for Hunt to leave, and that Hunt said 

Liddy named Dean as his principal. The ·President said, "John Dean said, 'Oh 

no, it's Ehrlichman'?" Ehrlichman ·said, "Yeah •. Get into one of these · 'he 

said', 'I said' sort of .thing, it's going to be miserable. But the 

probabilities against the surrounding circumstances at least as of now look good."(p,4~ 

The President said ., ''The •.• three-,,fifty thing .is the toughest 

thing, Bob, about this whole thing. Mainly, to me there's no question about it, 

just basically that they had knowledge that it was going to those defendants 

and so forth, They wanted it for that purpose. And the question is what you 
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75.2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDIT'l!,1) 
TRANSCRI'Pl' OF APRIL 17 1 1973, 5:20-7:14 P.M. MEETING 

-13-

thought it was. And then again they'll say they don't believe you. It'll 

get down to that • ." The President said that again they had a route to it, 

LaRue, who broke down and cried. (p. 45) 

Rogers left the meeting. After a discussion of Wilson, the President 

said, "Dean's credibility is totally destroyed, you know Sure, 

Dean was in charge of the investigation." The President said he made that 

point to Ron, "'You know Dean somehow has sold out the White House, the 

Administration, etc. 111 Haldeman said that was a good statement and a good 

·idea; "Lilt puts you exactly in the position ·that you should be in now." 

1he President said, "We'll getkicked ,.by the .press ·on it." The President 

said he was always ready to give in on Ervin. · As to why the President acted 

so late on this case, the President said the answer was that the charge.s were 

"just floating," just newspaper charges and so forth. Ehrlichman said, "They 

were all relying on Dean, frankly." Haldeman said that time was not of the 

essence in this case. "It wasn't a matter of where by moving quickly 

we would Htop something. It was done. It was a matter now of doing it properly. 

Not quickly." (pp. 46-50) 

The President said, concerning a leaked story in .the L.A. Times that 

said the White House was going to move, "That probably came directly from 

Dean. I think Dean did that." Haldeman quoted from the story and pointed 

out that it didn't say White House officials bore responsibility for Watergate. 

"Your action now saying something substantial will develop, and then when 

the Mitchell bomb breaks, that's all going to fit together., •• " The President said, 

"Yeah. Yeah (unintelligible) about that -- Tell us about that ransacking and 

(unintelligible). -It's been about two years ago. It's about not letting 
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(unintelligible)," Haldeman replied, .. "He said it was 22,000. Was the 

difference in money material? Can a case be made· out of that? Did he 

keep the money or was there something about that?" The President said, "He 

called the same day, too, didn't he?" Haldeman said that he called the 

next day, within twenty-four hours. (pp. 51-52) 

They discussed an ABC news story, and Haldeman said that the Post 

would hold up the next day and watch for something, they were playing the 

long game. The President then said, "I get your point, John. On the 

(unintelligible), I think we, I think we have sped the process up. This 

kind of stuff, this kind of stuff here would have had stories . for . three or 

four months." Haldeman agreed and said it was .the best way compared to the 

Ervin process, "Li.ft is essential to go this way." Haldeman said they had 

to face the possibility of indictments . and those would have come anyway. 

"They wouldn't have let you get away with it." The President said, "Well, I 

think that would happen for instance with Ervin's problem. They would be 

saying, 'We refer this .to the Grand Jury,"' Haldeman replied, "They would have 

murdered us. Something would be out every minute. Demanding that you fire 

everybody. Demanding that you do this and that. 11 Ehrlichman said, "Well 

as a matter of fact, you might have turned the set up some day and 

watched your White House counsel crap - -- for the glorious · television. It 

would be at least surprising." (pp. 52-54) 

The President said, "Let's face it, up to this thing, Dean handled 

a lot of stuff well. 11 Haldeman agreed. The Pres .ident said he thought they 

had played the Dean thing fairly wellt "I think what we ought to do -- make 

our deal or not with Dean within a week;" He said he didn't see how Dean 
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could possibly miss being involved in whatever they put out on Magruder, 

and that the way the guy talked he thought "all of you, all of you, everybody 

may get it," (p. 55) 

Ehrlichman said that he thought the President's statement that 

immunity should not be granted to any major officials would be read "as 

relating to Mitchell and three or four of that ilk as well." The President 

said, "Oh, sure." Haldeman said, "They may decide not to do this;' and the 

President said, "That's the point." The President said, "But I have told the 

big five, I told the Assistant Attorney General, specifically, that nobody 

should be gr~nted immunity in any case." He said Rogers agreed with this. (pp. 55-56) 

The President said, "Dean is the only one who can sink Haldeman or 

Ehrlichman." Haldeman asked, "How am I going to explain that, after putting 

out a statement?" Ehrlichman said, 11\fuat do you say, 'Dean is some little 

clerk?' He's my Counsel." The President said he was involved in the Gray 

thing. "They are not going to throw the whole thing in there." The President 

said he was thinking whether to see Dean again and added "I don't think you can 

control him, he's fanatic." He told Haldeman and Ehrlichman to let him know 

if they felt it.was useful. (pp, 57-58) 

Ehrlichman said that, based one the chain of circumstances, he thought 

Dean might be provoked to make a public statement "which is slanderious 

and hostile." The President suggested that both Ehrlichman and Haldeman, and 

Haldeman particularly, ought to get themselves a libel lawyer, "the most vicious 

libel lawyer there is." He suggested they "li!ue right down the line • 

You may as well get at the libel thing and have yourself a little fun." (pp. 58-59) 

Haldeman reconunended 11[;/peration procedure-wise" that they "maintain 
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a facade of normal operations." The President ·agreed, "L-;;_/nless and until 

something happens. Now the only exception here is Dean." The President 

said, "I want you to go forward and if this thing comes out which I can't believe, 

I want you to go forward at all costs to beat the damned rap. They'll have 

one hell of a time proving it. Yours is a little tougher I think Bob, and it 

shouldn't be -- the 300." Haldeman told the President their lawyer said the 

law on obstruction of justice was "damn tough, loose." Ehrlichman said that he 

cited Glanzer as "the leading authority on it. He uses it like a bludgeon." 

(pp. 60-61) 

Ehrlichman said, "Well, as I said before. We beat the rap but we're 

damaged goods." The President responded, "Right, you can't go back in the 

government, but I will tell you one thing, you are not damaged goods as far 

as I am concerned. It's one hell of a thing. '!he point is that let's wait 

and see what happens before we see where we are." The President said that they 

ought to expect the worst, but that he would like both of them .to . consider 

50% of their time for editing and so on with the Foundation, which "is 

going to be a hell of a big thing." "If you are indicted and tried and found 

innocent," the President said, '1it washes away." (pp. 63-64) 

The President said that he thought it was "terribly important 

that poor Kalmbach get through this thing." Haldeman said he thought . he was 

alright. The President asked if Dean had called him about the money, and 

Haldeman said, "Yes, Sir." Ehrlichman said Dean told him that he told Kalmbach 

what it was for, but he didn't believe it. Ehrlichman said Kalmbach said he 

just followed instructions, that he just went ahead and did it and sent 

the money back. '!he President said, "You can corroborate then Herb on that 

one"; Ehrlichman replied, "I can if Dean is the accuser. I can." The President 
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said, "If Dean is the accuser, you can say that he told you on such and 

such a date that he did not tell Herb Kalmbach what the money was for." 

Ehrli.chman said, "That he has told me -- that he has told me--," and the 

President said, "That's right - that's right." (pp. 65-66) 

At the end of the meeting, Haldeman said the Foundation funding was 

one thing, but "there is a lot of intrigue too." He said, "I hope to get 

funding for the ability to clear my name and spend the rest of my life 

destroying what some people like Dean and Magruder have done to the President." 

(p. 66) 
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EXHIBIT No. 77 

Conversation with Herb Kalml>ach-.April 19, 1973, 4 :50 p.m. 
E . Ehrlichman 
K Kalmbach. 

I'm pretty good. I'm scheduled for 2 tomorrow afternoon. 
Wher!!-'at the jury or the U.S. Attorney? a 
Hi, how are you? 

At the jury and I'm scheduled at 5 :30 this afternoon wl~h Silver. 
Oh, are you? 
Yeah. I just wanted to run through quickly several things, John. in line 

···· · with our conv-ersation. I got in here last night and there was a telephone 
call from O'Brien. I returned it, went over· there today and he said the 
reason for the call ls LaRue has told him to ask him to call me to say that 
he had to identify me in connection with this and he wanted me to know 
that and so on. 

E Did he tell you about Dean? 
K Nope. 
E Well Dean has totally cooperated with the U.S. Attorney in the hopes of 

getting immunity. Now what he says or how he says nobody seems to be able 
to devine but he 

K The whole enchilada? 
E He's throwing off on Bob and me heavily. 
K He is? · 
E Yep. 
K He is. 
E And taking the position that be was a mere agent. Now on your episode be 

told me before he left, so to speak, he, Dean, told me that really my trans
action with him involving you was virtually my only area of liability in this 
thing and !'said, well, John. "·hat in the world are you taUdng about? He 
said, well I came to you from liitchell and I said llitchell needs money 
could we call Herb Kalmbach and nsk him to raise some. And I said, and 
Dean says to me, and you said yes. And I said yep, that's right. And he said 
well that does it. And I said well that's hard for me to believe, I don't under
stand the law but I don't think Herb entered into this with any guilty intent 
and I certain didn't :md so I said I just find that hard to imagine. Now 
since then I've retained counsel. 

K Oh, you have? 
E Very good and who agrees "ith me that it is the remotest kind of nonsense 

but the point that I think has to he clarified, that I'm going to clarify if I 
get a chance, is that the reason that Dean hacl to come to me and to Bob 
where yon were concerned is that we had promised you that you would not 
he run pillar to post hy lfanrice Stans. 

K And also that you knew I was your friend and you knew I was the Presidenfs 
attorney 

E Sure 
K Xever do anything improper, illegal, unethical or whateT"er. 
E Right. 
K And 
E But the point is that rather than liitchell calling you direct l\Iitchell knew 

darn well that yon were no longer at"ailahle. 
K Yep 
E Now this was po11t April 6. wal'I it not? 
K Yep. April 7. 
FJ So that :Mitchel and Stans hoth knew that there wnsn't nn:, ..,oint in calling 

you direct hecamie we had gotten you out of that on the pretext that yon 
were :;:oin!l' to do thinJ!.'!I for us. 

K That•,.: right. 
Fl And so it wn11 necps,.:ary for DP11n to come to me amt then in tnrn to Roh nmt 

plead a ,·ery uri::-ent cai:;e without really gt>tting into :my sne<'ifici:; excent to 
say you hn<l to trust me. thi!'< is Yery imnort11nt. 11ml lfitC'ltPll is till ltls trf'O
or. yon know. I mean is really worried: he didn't USP that pltrn!'lf'. hut he is 
renlly f'XercisPcl ahout this . .-\.ncl I 1<airl wPll .. Tohn. if yon tt-11 me it's tl1at 
important. why yes. 
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K You know, when you and I talked and it was after John had gi\"en me 
that word. and I enme in to ask you, .John is this an assignment I ha,e to 
take on? You said, yes it is period and mm·e forwurd. Then that was all 
that I needed to he assured that I wa,.;n't putting my family in jeopardy. 

E ~ure. 
K And I would just understand that you and I are ahsolutely together on that. 
E Xo que;ition about it, Herh, that l would ne\'er knowingly ha\'e put you in 

any kiucl of a spot. · 
K Yeah. "'ell and when we talked you knew what I was ahout to clo, you know, 

to go out aucl get the dough for this Illlrpose; it was bumanitarinn. 
E It was a defenl>e fund; 
K ... to support the family. Xow the thing that was disquieting about this 

thing ~ith O'Brien was that he said that there is a massh·e campaign 
evidently under way to indict all the lawyers including you, Herb, and I was 
a little shocked nml I guess what I nee-d to get from you, John, is ass11ranre 
that this is not true. 

E Well I don't know of auy attempt to target you at all. liy hunch is that 
they're trying to get at me, they're trying to corroborate. See .wliat they 
said to Dean is that be gets no consideration from them unless they can 
corrohl)rate Haldeman and my liability. 

K God, if I can just make it plain that it was bumanitarian and nothing else. 
E Yeah, and the point that I undoubtedly ne,·er expressed to y-0u that I con-

tinually operatecl 011 the basis of Dean's representations to me. 
K Yep. It was not improper. 
J.~ Right. 
K And there was nothing illegal about it. 
F. Ree, he'!> the house lawyer. 
K Yep, exactlJ· and I just coulcln't belie\'e that .you and Bob ancl the President 

just too ;roocl friemls to e,er put me in the position where I'd be putting my 
family ·on the line. 

· K And it's just unbel~\"eable, unthinkable. Xow shall I just-I'll just if I'm 
al>ked hy Sil\'er I'll just lay it oht just exactly that way. 

J,; Yeah, I wouldn't haul the President into it if you can help it. 
K Oh, no, I will not. 
1-: But I think the point that which I will make in the future if I'm gi,·en the 

chance that you were not under our control in any sort of a sla,ery sense 
but that we had agreed · that you would not be at the -beck and can · of the 
committee. 

K Ancl, of coul'8e, too. that I act only on orders and, you know, on direction 
ancl if this is something that you felt sufficiently important and that you 
were assurecl it was altogether proper, then I \\·ould take it on because I 
always do it and always haw. And you and Bob ancl tbe President know that. 

E Yeah, well, M far as pro1>riety is concerned I think we both were relying en-
tirely on Dean. 

K Yep. 
E I made no independent judgment. 
K Yep. Yep. 
E And I'm sure Bob didn't either. 
K Xope and I'm just, I just have the feeling, J'Ohn. that I don't know if this is 

a weak reed, is it? 
F. "110, Dean? 
·K Xo, I mean are they still going to say well Herb you should ha'\"e known. 
E I don't know how you coulcl',·e. You didn't make any inquiries. 
K Xe,·er. Ancl the only inquiries I made, John, was to you afte-r I talked to 

.John Dt.>an. 
1-: And ) · 011 founcl that I didn't know just a whole he-llu,a lot. 
K You saicl this is something I ba\'e to do uucl--
F. Yeah. and the reason that I saicl that, al> you know, was not from nny personal 

inquiry hut was on the ba11is of what had bet>n· re[lresentecl to me. 
K Yeah. and then on-to pro\'ide the clt>fense funcl ancl to take r:ire of the 

familit>s of the!>t> fi>lla;, who were then 
I-~ Intligent 
K Xot then been found guilty or not guilty 
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And the point being here without attempting to· induce them to do a damn 
thing. 
Absolutely not and that was ne,·er, that "·as exactly right. 
OK. 
Now, can I get into see you tomorrow uefore I go in there at 2? 
If you want to. They'll ask you. 
Will they? 
Yep .. 
Well, maybe I shouldn't. 
They'll ask you to whom you've spoken about your testimony and I would 
appreciate it if you wouicl say you'l"e talked to me in California because at 
that time I was im·estigating this thing for the President. 
And not now? 
Well, I wouldn't ask you to lie. 
No, I know. 
But the point is 
But the testimony was in California 
The point is. Well, no your recollection of facts and so forth. 
Yes, I agree. 
See, I don't think we -n·ere ever seen together out there but at some point 
I'm going to hal"e to say that I talked to O'Brien and Dean and llagruder 
ancl liitchell and you and a whole lot of people about this case. 
Yeah 
And so it would be consistent. 
Do you feel, John, that calling it straight shot here, do you feel assured as 
you clid when we were out there that there's no culpability here? 

Yes. 
And nothing to worry about? 
And Herb from everything I hear they're not after you. 
Yes, sir. 
From el"erything I hear 
Barbara, you know • 
They're out to get me and they're out to get Bob. 
lly god. Alright, well, John, it'll be absolutely clear that there was nothing 
looking towards any co,~er-up or anything. It was strictly for the lmmani
tarian and I ju;;t want, when I tnlkecl to rou I just want .rou to tHh;;:e me · 
that it was alright on that basis. 
On that basis. 
To go forward 
That it was necessary 
And that'll be precisely the way it ls. 
Yeah, OK. 
Thanks, Heru. Bye 

0 
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Exm:Brr No. 109 

Conversation with Chuck Colson, April 17, 1973. 
C. Oolson. 
H. Holly Holm (Colson's secretary). 
E. Ehrlichman. 

E. Hello. 
H. Hello, Mr. Colson's office. 
E. Yes, thts ts John Ehrlichman. 
H. 'Hi, Mr. Ehrlichman. 
E. ·Mr. Col$on in? 
H. Yes, just a minute pl.ease. 
C. Hello. 
E. 'Hi. 
C. ·Hi, John. I'll be over about 11 it that's conveoieJrt. 
E. Fine, that's very good. _ 
C. Two q11ick questions, though. One . thing I should tell you ls .that our great 

find : last night really started accelerating. SomethiDg coming out this morn
ing. Dean involved. Now I notice the LA. Times has it this morning but 
·the people that Shapiro has been getting information from, you know, the 
town ts buzzing with, is alive with the story, so •I don't think we have a 
helluva lot of time. · 

E. All right. 
C. I just thought '.I'd let you know that. 
E. I appreciate it. 
C. Did he, when he went over there, was he given any immunity? 
E. Not yet, 

What they've done, apparently. 
C. They shouldn't give it to him. 
E. I ·know it,,:_ What they said to him ts that unless he turns up corroborated 

-· evidence against Haldeman and me. 
· C. Is that who he's trying to make? 

E. Sure. 
0. Who, Dean is? 

_ E.- Yep. 

C!
-.. That's John Mitchell again. Son or a bitch. 

Unless he does that he doesn't get immunity. Now m:, grapevine tells me that 
you a-re going to be summoned over there today. 
Oh, really? 

E. · Yep. And that ,they're going to ask you about a meeting in. my office which 
Dean has highlighted e.s the central gemstone in the case against me and 
so just in case you get hauled _ over there before 11 o'clock, maybe I'd better 
tell you a·bout it. It was a meeting that Kehrli, Clawson, you, Dean and 
I had here. 

C. I wasn't there. 
E. ·In my office. 
C. I was not there. ·Dean -tried this one out on me Friday night, and I said the 

only thing I can ever recall, John, is I once told you I thought it was a 
stupid, god-damn thing tor Hunt to be unavailable. 

E. Well, that's the meeting where SUPPosedly I ordered him to tefl Hunt to 
leave the country. 

-· C. Never ·heard that. And I will SO state under oath. 
E. Or that I admonished everyone that we ought to figure out some way to 

deep six the contents of Hunt's safe. 
C. No. No ·way . I was the one who said go get 'Hunt's safe and be sure it's 

preserved tor the FBI. _ · 
E. Right. 
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O. A. and B it's stupid to get another country. But that was in my office, not 
yours. Al>.d you weren't present. · 

C. I can handle ·that one easily. 
E. But you were not in a meeting here? 
C. Well, I may have been but I sure don't remember that. 
E. That's the way. OK. 
C. All right? I can handle that. 
E. Thank you, I'll see you a:t 11. 
C. There's a couple ot things you and I need ,to do to protect each other's flank 

here but we'll talk about that, •but no, I'm serious. 
E. Fair enough. 
C. Let's get it clearly understood that son of a bitch doesn't get lmulunity. 

I want to nail him. 
E. Well I'm doing my best. 
C. No, I want to nail him. I'll take immunity flrst. 
E. OK. 
C. All right? 
E. All right. 
O. Thanks. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLU!,1BIA 

) 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Criminal No. 

v. Violation of 

NOV 2 S 1973 

JAMES. f. IJAVi:.'(, Clerk 

Q90-'?3 

DWIGHT L. CHAPIN, 
Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

18 u.s.c. § 1623 
(False Declarations) 

______________ ) 

INDICTMENT 

COUNT ONE 

The Grand Jury charges: r---1. 
I COlumbia, 

On or about April 11, 1973, in the District of 

DWIGHT L. CHAPIN, the defendant, having duly taken 

an oath that he would testify truthfully, and while testifying 

in a proceeaing .oe:tore tne June, 1.9·12 Grand. Jury, a Grand Jury 

of the United States, duly empanelled and sworn in t'1e United 

States District Court-for the District of Columbia, did know-l ingly make false material de~larat~ons as hereinafter set forth. 

2. At the time and place alleged, .the June, 1972 Grand 

Jury of the United States District Court for the District of 

Columbia was conducting an investigation in conjunction with 

the United State.s Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia 

and the Federal Bureau of Investigation to determine whether 

violations of Title 18, United States Code, sections 371, 612, 

2511, and 22 D.C. Code 180l(b) and other statutt 3 of the 

United States and of the District of Columbia had been committed 
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Jf..l,1E.S F. f;,i'/i.'I, Cler~. 

utJI'fCD STA'l'ES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DIS'J.'RICT OF COLU!·IBIA 

UNITED STATES OF AHERICA 

v. 

JOHN N. MITCHELL, HARRY R. 
HALDE£.iAN, JOHN D. EF.RLICHl'.:AN, 
CHARLES W. COLSON, ROBERT C. 
MARDIA~l, KENNETH W. PARKINSON, 
and GORDON STRACHA...._, 

Defendants. 

INDICTMENT 

The Grand Jury charges: 

Introduction 

Criminal No. 110 
Violation of 18 U.S.C. 
§§ 371, 1001, 1503, 1621, 
and 1623 {conspiracy, . 
false statements to a 
government agency, ob
struction of justice; 
perjury and false 
declarations.) 

1. On or about June 17, 1972, Bernard L. Barker, 

Virgilio R. Gonzalez, Eugenio R. Martinez, James W. McCord, 

Jr. and Frank .L. Sturgis were arrested in the .offices of 

the Democratic National Corrunittee, located in the Water

gate office building, Washington, D. C.; while .atterr.p_ting 

to photograph documents and repair a surreptitious elec

tronic listening device which had previously been placed 

in those office .s unlawfully. 

2. At all times material herein, the United 

States Attorney's Office for the District of _Columbia and 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation were parts of the De

partment of Justice, a department and agency of the United 

States, and the Central Intelligence Agency was an ·agency 

of the United States. 

3. Beginning on or about June 17, 1972, and con

tinuing up to «nd including the dute of the filing of this 
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r-The COUNT FIVE 

Grand Jury further charges: 

1. On or about April 20, 1973, in the District 

of Columbia, JOHN N.MITCHELL, the . DEFENDANT, having duly 

taken an oath that he would testify truthfully, and while 

testifying in a proceeding before the June, 1972 Grand 

Jury, a Grand Jury of the United States, duly empanelled 

and sworn in the United States District Court for the Dis-

trict 1 tions 

of Columbia, did knowingly make false material declara

as hereinafter set forth. 

2. At the time ,and place alleged, the June, 1972 

Grand Jury of the · United States District Court for the .Dis

trict of Columbia was conducting an investigation in con

junction with the United States Attorney's Off .ice for the 

District .of . Columbia and the Federal Bureau of Investi

gation to determine whether violations of Title 18, United 

States Code, Sections 371, 2511, and 22 D.C. Code 1801(b), 

and of other statutes of the United States and of the 

District of Columbia had been committed in the District . 
of . Columbia and .. elsewhere, and to identify the individual 

or individuals who had committed, . caused the commission 

of, and conspired to commit such violationsa 

3. It was material to the said investigation 

that the said Grand Jury ascertain the identity and motives 

of the individual or individuals who were responsible for, 

participated in, and had knowledge of efforts to conceal, 

and to cause to be concealed information relati~g to 

unlawful entries into, and electronic surveillance of, 

the offices of the Democratic National Committee located 

in the Watergate office building in Washington, D. C., 

and related activities. 
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r 4. At the time and place alleged, JOHN N. 

I MITCHELL, the DEFENDANT, appearing as a witness under 

oath at a proceeding before the said Grand Jury, did 

knowingly declare with respect to the material matters 

alleged in paragraph 3 as follows: 

Q. Did Mr. LaRue tell you that Mr. Liddy 
had confessed to him? 

·A. No, I don't recall that, no. 

Q. Did Mr. Mardian tell you that he'd con
fessed to him? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you deny that? 

.A. Pardon me? 

Q. Do you deny that? 

A. I have no recollection of that. 

* * * 
Q. So Mr. Mardian did not report to you that 

Mr. Liddy had .confessed to him? , 

A. Not to my recollection, . Mr. Glanzer. 

Q. That would . be something that you -would re
member, if it happened, wouldn't , you? 

A. Yes, I would. 

* * 

Q. I didn't ask you that. I asked you were you 
told by either Mr. Mardian or Mr. LaRue or anybody 
else, at the Committee, prior to June 2.8th, 1972, 
that Mr. Liddy had told them that he was involved · 

L
in the Watergate break~in? 

A. I have no such . recollection. 

5. The underscored port1ons of the declarations 

quoted in paragraph 4, made by JOHN N. MITCHELL, the DEFENDANT, 

were material to the said investigation and, as he then and 

there well knew, were false. 

(Title 18, United States Code, Section 1623.) 
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COUNT THIRTEEN 

The Grand Jury further charges: 

.. - 1 On or about April 11, 1373, in the District of 

I Colu,.-nbia,. GORDON STRACHAN, t.-:-ie DF.i"ENDANT, having duly taken 

an oath that he would testify truthfully, and while testifying 

in a proceeding before the June, 1~72 Grand Jury, a Grand Ju:ry 

of the United States, duly empanelled and sworn in the United 

States District Court for the District of Colu.-nbia, did know

ingly ma~e false material declarations as hereinafter set 

forth. 

2. At t.i!e time and place alleged, the June, l.972 

Grand Jury of the United States District Court. for the Dis

trict of Columbia was conducting an investigation in con

junction with the United States Attorney's Office for the 

District of Columbia and the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

to determine whether violations of Title 18, United States 

Code, Sections 371, 2511, and 22 D.C. Code J.801.(b), and of 

other statutes of the United States and of the District of 

Columbia had been committed in the District of Columbia and 

elsewhere, and to identify the individual or individuals 

who had committed, caused the cor.uni.ssion of, and conspired 

to commit such violations. 

3. It was material to the said investigation that 

the said Grand Jury ascertain the identity and motives 

of the individual or individuals who were responsible f.cr, 

participated in, and had knowledge of efforts to conceal, and 

to cause to be concealed, informz.t:ion relati!'!g to unlawful 

ent=ias into, and electronic surveillance of, the oEfices of 

the Democratic National Co=ittea locatcc. in the Watergate 

office building in Washington, D.C., and related activities. 
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r 4. At the time and place alleged, GORDON 

I STRACHAN, the DEFENDANT, ap~earing as a witness under 

oath at a proceeding before the said Grand Jury, did 

knowingly declare with respect to the material matters 

alleged in paragraph 3 as follows: 

Q. Did you; yourself, ever receive any 
money from the Committee for the Re-election 
of the President, or from the finance committee 
to re-elect the President? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. Can you tell the ladies and gentlemen 
of "t!le Grand Jury about that? 

A. Yes, sir. On April 6, 1972, I received 
$350,000 in cash. 

* * * 
Q. From whom? 

A. From Hugh Sloan. 

* * * 
0 Q. What was done with the money after you 
received it from Mr. Sloan on April 6th? 

A. I put it in the safe. 

Q. Was the money ever used? 

A. Pardon? 

Q. Was the money ever used? 

A. No, the money was not used. 

Q. To your knowledge, was it ever taken out 
of the safe? 

A. No. 

Q. To your knowledge, is it still there? 

A. No, it is not. 

Q. Where is it? 

A. I returned it to the commi.ttee, at !·!:::. 
Halderr.an's direction, at the end of Nover:,ber. 
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Q. November of '72? 

A. Yes, '72, or early December. 

* * * 

Q. To whom did you return it? 

A. To Fred LaRue. 

Q. \'1here did that transfer take place? 

A. I gave it to Mr. LaRue in his apartment. 

* * * 
Q. That was either late November or early 

Decei:-.ber? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Well, let me ask you this: Why would it 
have been given to Mr. LaRue at his apartment as 
opposed to being given to the Committee? 

A~ Well, Mr. LaRue is a member of the Committee 
and he just asked me to bring it by ·on my way home 
from work. 

Q. After Mr. Haldeman told you to return the 
money, what did you do? Did you contact someone 
to arrange for the delivery? 

0

A. Yes, I contacted Mr. LaRue. 

Q. That was at Mr. Haldeman's suggestion or 
direction? 

A. No. 

Q. Why is it that you would have called Mr • . 
LaRue? 

A. I don't thin.~ Stans was in the country 
at that time. He was not available~ 

Q. What position did ~!r . LaRue occupy that 
would have made you call him? 

A. He was the senior campaign official. 

Q. That's the only reason you called hi~? 

!'.. That's . correct. 

Q. No on.:: suggested you call hic:,.? 

A. No. 

* * * 
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Q. Was anyone present in Mr·. LaRue's ·apart
ment at the hotel when you delivered the money 
to him? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever tell anyone to whom you had 
given the money? Did you report back to either 
Mr. Haldeman or .anyone else that ·you had delivered 
the money and to whom you had delivered the money? 

A. t don't think so. I could have mentioned 
that I had done it. When I received an order. I 
did it. 

Q. Did you get a receipt for the money? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Did you ask for it? 

A. No, I did not. 

A JUROR: Why? 

THE WITNESS: I did not give a receipt when I 
received the money, so I didn't ask for one when I 
gave it back. 

* * * 
0
A JUROR: Did sciineone count the money when it 

came in and when it went out, so they knew there 
were no deductions made from that $350,000? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I counted the money when I 
received it, and I counted it when I gave it back ·. 

A JUROR: You solely counted it: no one else 
was with you? 

THE WITNESS: I counted it when I .received it 
alone, and I cou.~ted it in front of Mr. LaRue when 
I gave it back. 

A JUROR: You had that money in the White House 
for seven months and

0

did nothing with it? 

THE WITNESS: That's correct. 

* * * 
Q. So who told you to give it to Mr. LaRue? 

A. I decided to give it to Mr. LaRue. 

Q. On your own initiative? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Who do you report. to? 

A. Mr. Haldem3~. 
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Q. Did you report back to Mr. Haldeman 
that you gave it to Mr. La!l.ue? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. You just kept this all to yourself? 

A. He was a senior official at the campaign. 
I gave it back to him. He said he would account 
for it, and that was it. 

Q. Who told you to go to Hr. LaRue and give 
him the money? 

A. I decided that myself. 

Q. Do you have a rneIDD in your file relating 
to this incident? 

A. No, I do not. 

O. Did you discuss this incident with any
body a.fterwards? 

A. Yes, I told Mr. Haldeman afterwards that 
I had given the money to Mr. LaRue. 

O. What did he say to you? 

A. Fine. He was a senior campaign official. 

Q. What time of .. day was it that you gave it 
to Mr. ,~aRue? 

A. In the evening, after wo~k. 

Q. Does the finance committee or the Committee 
to Re-elect the President conduct its business in 
Mr. LaRue's apartment? 

A. No. It was a matter of courtesy. He's 
a senior official. He asked me to drop it by 
after work. 

* * * 
THE FOREMAfi!: Do you have any idea why Hr. 

LaRue asked you to return this money to his apart
ment, where actually you could just walk across 
17th Street? 

THE WITNESS: No, I do not. 

THE FOREMAN: And you could have had the pro-'
:.:.-::..ic;.. of the Secret Service guards with all that 
money, if you were afraid so!'leone might snatch it 
from you. 
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THE WITNESS: I wouldn't ask for the 
Secret Service guards protection. 

A JUROR: Why not? 

THE WITNESS: They protect only the President 
·and his family. 

THE FOREMAN: Or the White House guards, who
ever. I mean, I find it somewhat dangerous for 
a person to be carrying this amount of money 
in Washington, in the evening, and you accom
panied by your brother, when it would have been 
much easier and handier just to walk across 
17th Street. 

THE WITNESS: I agree, and I was nervous doing 
it, b~t I did it. 

.. * * 
THE FORE..'1.'\.~i I'm still puzzled. You get the 

money fro= the treasurer or whatever Mr. Sloan's 
position was in the Committee -- shall we say on 
an . official basis, between the disburser and yo:u 
as the receiver, and the money sits in the safe 
for seven months: then Mr. Haldeman decides it 
has to go back to the Committee .. You call Mr. 
LaRue -- you don't call Mr. Sloan and say uHugh, 
seven months ago you gave me this $350,000 and 
we haven't used any o:l; it; I'd like to give it 
back to you since I got it from you", but you call 
Mr. LaRue. · 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Sloan was no longer with 
the Committee at that time. 

THE 
place. 

THE 
place. 

THE 

THE 

Q. 
was he 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

FOREMAN: 

WITNESS: 

FOREMAN: 

WITNESS: 

Wnen you 
expecting 

Well, whoever took Mr. Sloan's 

Mr. Barrett took Mr. Sloan's 

Why didn't you call him? 

I honestly don't know. 

* * * 
got to Mr. LaRue's apartment 
you? 

Yes. I said I would be by. 

Jl.nd no one was present when you were there? 

No, sir. 
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Q. Was the money counted? 

A. Yes, sir, I counted it. 

* * * 
"A JUROR: It must have taken a long time 

to count that money. 

THE WI'.{'NESS: It did. It took about 45 
minutes. It takes a long time to count it. 

* * * 
Q How did you carry .cthi.s-~oney? 

A . . In a brie£case. 

Q. Did you take the briefcase back, or did 
you leave it? 

A. No, I left the briefcase. 

Q. Whose briefcase was it? 

A. Gee, I think it was mine. I'm honestly 
not sure. 

Q • . Did yoU;;:ever get the briefcase back? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. ,.Have you spoken to Mr. LaRue since that 
day? 

two 

L 
5. 

A. No~- well, I ran into him at a party 
weeks ago. 

Q. Did you have a discussion? 

A. No, just talked to him. 

The underscored portions of the declarations 

quoted in paragraph 4, made by GORDON STRACHAN, the.DEFENDP~~T; 

were rnat.erial to the said investigation and, as he then and 

there well knew, were false . 

(Tit.le. 18, United St2tes Code, ;Section 1623.) 

L£G:--: J>1.~,.~01-·..s1-:r Fo1:em2.11 
SpeciDl Prose~~tor 
~iatergatc S~e~j_al Prosecutio11 

f'r)J'."CC: 
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l\f r. DASH. And Mr. Haldeman :knew that then; did he not? 
Mr. MAGRUDER. I cannot recall in my meeting with him in January 

whether-yes, I am sure I did discuss those meetings, yes. · 
Mr. DASH. So the attempt to get together and agree on that meet

in~ was nn attempt to get together and agree on at least from your 
pomt of Yiew, would be the full story 9 

Mr. :\IAonUDER. That is . correct, Mr. Haldeman recommended that 
Mr. Dean .and :\Ir. :Mitchell and I meet, which we did that afternoon. 

Mr. DASH. ,Vhat was the result of that meeting! 
Mr. MAGRUDER. I realize that Mr. Dean ·had different opinions ·then 

as to what he would do probably, and so then my-I thought that 
probably it was more appropriate that even -on that Monday that I 
get separate counsel so that I could get advice independent of the 
indil·iduals who had participated with me in these activities.. 

lir. DASH. In other words, you .really could not agree at the meet-
ing with ·Mr. ·Mitchell . and Mr. Dean. 

l\Ir. MAGRUDER. Well, it was cooperative. 
Mr~ DASH. Wbat was Mr. Dean's •position, . 
Mr. MAGRUDER. He ·Would not indicate a position. 
,}fr. DASH. All right. Did there come a time when · you did get 

independent counsel¥ . 
'l\fr. 1\·hoRUDER. Yes, Mr. Parkinson, who was counsel of · the oom

mittee, recommended Mr. Bierbower and on that Saturday I went 
to meet him, he was out of the country, and I met him and we agreed, 
he agreed to be my counsel that Saturday evening. 

l\Ir. DASH. Did there come a time when you decided that you should 
go to the U.S. attorney's office? . . . 

ri r. MAGRUDER. Yes, that is correct. . 
r. DASH. When did you go to the U.S. attorney's office? 
r. MAGRUJ?ER· We ag~eed, they discussed t~e things ,vith the p.S. 

attorney, I thmk on April 12 and I ·saw them mformally on April 13 
L.and saw them formally on ApriH4 on Saturday, April 14:. 
~r. DASH. At that time did you tell everything to the assistant U.S. 

attorneys i . 
Mr. MAGRUDER. Yes, I cooperated. 
Mr. DASH. ·who did you meet with 1 
Mr. MAGRUDER, Mr. Silbert, Mr. Glanzer, and )Ir. Campbell.. 
Mr. DASH. Did you tell them everything you are now telling this 

committee1 
Mr. MAGRUDER. Yes: · ' 
l\fr. DASH. Did you have a meeting afterward with )Ir. Ehrlichman? . 
l\fr. MAGRUDER. Yes, Mr. Ehrlichman called , while I was with the 

U.S. attorneys and asked me would I come over and talk to -him about 
the case. ,v e talked to the F.S. attorneys and they agl'eed as a conrtesy 
that we should and :Mr. Bierbower and the other attorney with )fr. 
Bierbower and I went to SN'- Mr. Ehrlichman that afternoon. 

Mr. DASH. Then. according to that meeting that you had with :\Ir. 
Ehrlichman, what happened? 

:\Ir. :\Lw1:u01-:n.·,ve told him in rather capsule form basieally '"hat I 
told you this morning. 

Mr. DASH. All right. 
Now, l lm,·e just two final rpwstions. I want to f!O baek to tlH' time 

when you came back from California to '\Vnshington, pnttinl,! yon back 
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I had been in continuous contact since March 25 with my attorney, 
Tom Hogan, regarding whom he felt was the best aYailable man in 
the criminal law field that I might discuss this entire m::ttter with. 
We had talked on several occasions about Charles Shaffer, whom I 
had met several years ago and regarded highly as a criminal la:Vyer. 

On March 28' and 29, however, I made several other calls to fnends 
to ask them for suggested names of knowledgeable criminal lawyers,. 
but decided on March 30 that I would retain :Mr; Shaffer if he were 
available. Mr. Hogan informed me that he was and we arranged to 
meet with him. 

:The President, along with Haldeman and Ehrlichman, were going 
to be in California for a week or more in connection with the Presi
dent's meeting with President Thien of South Vietnam and I felt that 
this would ¢ve me an opportunity to decide how .best I could come 
forward and end this matter. I had decided tlmt I was going to inform 
the prosecutors of what the case was all about but before. I did so 
I felt that I should consult with counsel to determine the scope of 
my own problems. 

On Jfareh 30; shortly after lunch, I met with l\!r. Hogan and Mr. 
Shaffer. I spent 5 hours telling them everything that I could remember 
and te11ing them that I ·was unwilling to continue in the covelilp. 
Mr. Shaffer advised me to avoid further conversations regarding this 
subject and said that he would like to talk with me again on Monday 
morning l.)rior to his seeing the prosecutors. 

Accordingly, we met again on Monday morning, April 2, and dis
cussed the matter for s.everal hours more. That afternoon, my attorneys 
went to the Government prosecutors and told them that ·I was willing 
to come forward with"everything I knew about the case. 

From the outset [ was confronted with the problems of executive 
privilege, atto1;1ey-client privilege, and national security. Thus, it 
was agreed until these problems were resolved that I would exclude 
matters involving the President from these con,ersations. •I was also 
uncertain of manv of the dates and details of the facts that 'I had 
~enera l knowledge of so 1I began reconstructing a chronology of events. 
As each session progressed, I was able to provide more information, 
more leads. and more explanations of the interrelationships within 
the 1Vhite House and the relationships of ·persons who were involved. 

During the period of April 2 until April 15, the meetings I had 
ith the prosecutors were initially focusing on the activities which 

rnd led unto the June 17 break-in at the Democratic National Com-
mittee and nll the knowledge I had regarding the e.ents before June 
li. hut as onr discussions ern1ved and I began telling them more and 
more of the con'rup, their interest began to focus more and more in 
that area. 

As I be!!ft.n explaining what I lniew, it was e,ident that the prose
cutors had no conception of how extensh·e the co,en1p was so I tried 
to prorfrle them with all the cletnils that I could rememoor. Also, as 
the~ conwrsations regnrding the cowmp began to get into more and 
rnot'C' specifics. we mowd into areas that came closer and closer to the 
Pn,sident. but prim· to April rn I did not discnsa any of the areas of 
Pn·sidentinl inrnln'ment. 
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Mr. LENZXER. 'Well, the interview, the typecl interview indicat~s it 
was on June 7. 

l\fr. MILLER. I have in my diary, I have witnesses in mv office that 
that meeting occurred in my office the 8th day of June, if your staff 
memorandum is incorrect, so be it .. 

l\Ir. LENZNER. ·well, the point, the only question I am asking now, 
Mr. Moore-·-

:i\fr. MooRE. Before you do, I have here the 10 references in the rec
ord where you gave the wrong date, and I would like to offer it with 
the request that it be corrected and-if one wants them. Howerer, of 
course, it is my theory that, of the fact )fr. Lenzner. of failing to 
remember a bare elate without some connection and reference is some
thing that can happen to anybody, and I welcome them to the club. 
It obviously does not affect the substance of what happened at the 
meeting. 

Mr. LENZNER. I understand that. 
Mr. l\IooRE. I am not trying, you know, to press that but it is just a 

reminder that a day by itself does not always connote something 
to someone. . 

n }fr. LENZNER. ·well, my point now, Mr. Uoore, is that we did go 
over the dates. in 1972 that. I inquired about, and I also understand 
you went over those elates at the U.S. attorney's office with someone in 
May 1973, is that correct~ 

l\Ir. MooRE. 1Vell, now, let's see. 
l\Ir. LENZNER. Did you have an interview-
Mr. MILI.ER. l\Ir. Lenzner--
l\fr. LENZNER. Let me repeat the c1uestion, did you haw an inten-iew 

L ;vith. th. e U.S. attorney's office in l\fav of tI1is year? 
Mr. MooRE. 1Vell, just a moment. No, no. 
:Mr. LENZNER. 1Vhen was that interview~ 
1\Ir. l\fooRE. April 30. 
Mr. LENZNER. Did you go over some of these dates at that time? 
Mr. ~1n..r.ER. l\Ir. Chairman, I would like to address an inquiry to 

the chairman. 
Mr. LENZNER. l\Ir. Chairman, .Mr. )filler has a question. : 
l\fr. MILLER. l\fr. Chairman, just a question that I would mise. )Ir. 

Lenzner has indicated that he is going to commence to interrogate 
l\Ir. Moore aboutjnterviews that he has had in the r.S. attomefs of
fice. Of course, Mr. Moore has been there in April, he testified or can 
testify he gave a full and complete interview to the CS. attorney's 
office, On \Yednesday of last week he spent most of the day with the 
special prosecutor and members of his office. 

Now, I am perfectly willing, if the committee desires. that you inter
rogate this man concerning what subject. matter the F.S. attorney's 
office and the special prosecutor went into with respect to what. his 
knowledge was. I query, Mr. Chairman. whether at this stage of the 
game that this is something that should be conside1-ecl by tht' commit
tee; if I were a pros<>cntor myself I think I wonld lun-e some reluctance 
to h:n-e indh·idnals within: before my office. then appt>,u· before the 
committee and h(' inten·ogatt>d about ,,hat they were asked. As I say, 
it is npto the Chair. 

Senator Ennx. \\yell. I wonl<l sav that the !!('Heral rule is that a 
witness may be asked what he has state<l to anj- other person for the 
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Mr. DASH. Did you use your own judgment 1 
Mr. LARUE. I told l\lr. Dean I would not do this, would not make 

the delivery without somebody else's OK. 
Mr. DASH. What did you do, Mr. LaRue ~ 
l\Ir. LARUE. Mr. Dean suggested I call Mr. Mitchell. 
Mr. DASH. Did you? · · 

·Mr.LARUE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DASH. What discussion did you have with l\fr. Mitchell? 
Mr. LARUE. I discussed my telephone conversation with Mr. Dean, · 

~old Mr. Mitchell that }fr. Dean no longer was willing or was no longer 
m the money business. I asked Mr. Mitchell whether I should make this 
delivery or ndt. 

Mr. DASH. Wbat did he say~ 
. Mr. LARUE: He asked me the purpose of it. I told him my understand
mg ~as that 1t was for attorney's fees; He told ·me he felt I ought to 
pay It. 

M:r. DASH. When you told him you understood it was attorneys' fees, 
you also let him know it was attorneys for the particular defendants 
in the Watergate case? 

Mr. LARPE. Mr. Dash, I can't recall that. I was just assuming, I 
think, it was attorneys' fees for the Watergate defendants. 

Mr. DASH, In your discussion, you made an assumption, certainly, 
that he knew what you were talking about and whose attorneys' fees 
were involved, , 

Mr. LARUE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DASH. And he said you ought to go ahead and pay it? 
Mr.LARUE; Yes,sir. 
Mr. DASH. And did you¥ 
Mr~ LARUE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DASH. And you followed the same method? 
Mr. LARUE. Same method. 
Mr. DASH. That was a bigger packet, though, was it not 1 . 
Mr. LARUE. You would be surprised, Mr. Dash, how many $100 bills 

you can get in a small package. 
Mr. DASH. Good things come in small packages. . 
Now, when did you go to the U.S. attorney, Mr. LaRue i · 
By the way, prior to that $75,000 payment to Mr. Bittman, was not 

this jnst shortly before Mr. Hunt was sentenced on March 23 ! 
Mr. LARUE. I think that is correct, yes, sir. 
Mr. DASH. Now, th. ere came a time when you did go tothe U.S. attor-

ey, is that not true~ . . · 
Mr. LARUE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DASH. Would yori tell us about when that was! · I Mr. LARUE. AsI recall, Mr. Dash, that would be -approximately the ·· 

L.mi.ddle of April-April 16 or 17. 
Mr. DASH. Did you go voluntarily W 

Mr.LARUE. Yes,sir. 
Mr. DASH. Did you have a discussion with Mr. Dean before you 

went~ 
Mr. LARUE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DASH. Could you tell us something about the discussion~ . 
Mr. L.\RUE. Yes, sir, I went to see-called Mr. Dean-told him I 

would like to talk to him. I asked him-to1d him that because of the 
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Number · 

47-73 

Date 

1973 
Mar i 2 

Mar 27 

Mar 2 

Mar 2 

Mar 

Mar ·29 

Mar 29 

76.9 IN RE GRAND JURY1 MISC. 47-73 DOCKET1 MARCH 281 301 APRIL 31 51 1973 . 

MISCELLANEOUS I)OCKET 

mniteb ~fates lDistrirt c.tourt for tfJe Jlistrict of Columbia 

Parties Action Petitioner's Atty. 

.J.. ~ 

. · • .• \ . I_ • • • 

IN RE - GRAND JURY PROCEEDINGS 

Proceedings 

Letter dated 3-15-73 from Henry E. Petersen, Asst. 
Atty. Gen. to Harold H. Titus, US Atty., advising 
that request ~or authority to apply to USDC for an 
order requring George Gordon Liddy to give testimo 
before grand jury with a grant of immunity pursuan 
to 18 use 6003 and 28 CFR 0.175 is approved. 

Motion by US Atty. for n.c. for an order compelling 
George Gordon Liddy to give testimony before gran 
jury with a grant of immunity pursuant to 18 USC 
6001 et seq., filed in open court, heard in part 
and continued for further hearing until March 30, 
1973; counsel for respondent Liddy to file opp. t 
motion not later than 10:00 A.M, ~rch 29, 1973; 
deft. Liddy present and remanded to D. c. Jail. 
(Rep: N. Sokal) Sirica, C.J. 

AS OF MARCH 27, 1973 . 
Case called by Asst. US Atty. for purpose of obtain
ing leave to Court to proceed immediately with Grand 
Jury interrogation of Everette Hunt, Bernard L. 
Barker, Eug;enio R. Martinez, Frank A. Sturgis and 
Virgilio R. Gonzalez; leave · to proceed forthwith · 
granted. (Rep: N. Sokal) Sirica, c.J. 

Letter dated 3-15-73 from Henry E. Petersen, Asst. Att. 

Fees 

. ~· 

a grant of immunity pursuant to 18 USC 6001 et seq.Fled. 1 

Total 

General, to.Harold H. Titus, Jr. u.s. Atty, Granting 
request for authority to apply to USDC for an order i 
requiring Everette Howard Hunt, Jr., to give testimo wit 

Siriea, C.J. . ! 
Motion by u.s. Atty for an order cow.pelling Everette H werd ;HUIJt, 

Jr. to give testkmony before grand jury with a grant f im.1un~ty 
pur to 18 use 6001 et seq, Filed in Open court, Heard I ,

1 
· 

.& GRANTED •. (Rep-N. Sokal) Sirica, C.J. ! 
Order directing Everette Howard Hunt, Jr., to give . tes !mo, . 1 

before grand jury with a grant of immunity pur to . I 
18 use 6001 et seq, (N) , Sirica~ c.J. I 
Deft. Liddy's response to Govt motion under Title 18, 1 

U.S. Code, Section 6001, et al; c/s 3-29-73, ?iled. ! 
Sirica, C. I 

Transcript of proceedings of 3-26-73, pagt;s _ 1-26, inc 

1

• , ;,..t /' 
court's copy. (Rep-N.Sokal) S1r1.ca, C.J. j 
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76. 9 IN RE GRAND JURY, MISC. 47-73 DOCKET_. MARCH 28_. 30_. APRIL 3, h1973 

47-73 
] ~--------VS.------------- No.-----~-------

lte 

3 
Mar. 

'\pr. 

'ipr. 

pr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

pr. 

Jr. 

Proceedings 

I . l 
30 Further hearing held on motion by u.s. Atty for an ord 1r 

compelling George Gordon Liddy to give testimony be 
fore Grand Jury pursuant to 18 USC 6001 et. seq. 

Fees 

Motion by U.S. Atty; GJ~d. (Rep-N.Sokal) Sirica C.J 

for his refusal to ans,,1er certain questions before the ra 
as he was ordered to on 3-30-73, Filed In Open Cou t, 
Heard & Granted. (Rep-·N. Sokal) Sirica, C .J. 

3 Order finding that George Gordon Liddy has without jut 
cause ref.used to testi.fy before grand jury as prev;· ousl 
ordered & d5.recting that Mr. Liddy be confined unt" 1 
such time as he is willing to testify as ordered, 
provided., ho1·1ever, tha.t the period of confinement · all 

Total 

Ju Y 

not exceed the lif'e of' the grand jury, including e tens~· ons, 
& shall in no case exceed 18 months, & further dire.ctin ·t t 
Mr. Liddy be con. fined in the D .• C. Jail for the duraition f mpr1· so 
under the contempt statute; counsel for Govt. to P:.lepar 
prop~sed fi1:~;ng~ ~f ::a:t & c~nclusions ~f ,.~aw to Bf!Com n 
orde_ no laL_ t..a .. 4 9 73. (,I) ,_.., __ ~_ce., c.~. 

3 O:der staying execution of sentence in Cr. 1827-72 a_ s lof 
· this date to recommence at the conclusion of his 

.ent 

confinement for contempt as ordered. (Orie:in.al f:U d 
in Cr. 1827-72) (N) . Sirica, 

4 Motions (4) by US .IH ty :for an order compelling Bernard 
L. Barker, Eugenio R. Martinez, Frank A. Sturgis & 
Virgilio R. Gonzalez to give testimony before gran 
jury with a grs.nt of immunity pur to 18 USG 6001, 
et. seq, 

0
together 1·dth letter from Henry E. Pe'.::ers 

Asst. Atty. Gen~ral, dated 3-15-73 to Harold H. Ti 
Jr., ~.s. Atty, Granting request to seek order as 
respondent~ Filed in Open Court, Heard & Granted; 
4 Orders, one pertaining to each respondent, signe. 
(Rep-N.Sokal) Sirica, C.J 

5 Copy of Letter dated 3-15-73 from Henry E. Petersen, A st. 
Atty. General, to Harold H. Titus,Jr., U.S. Atty, 
.approvi'l.'3 request for authority to apply for an ore er 
compellnE:i James H. McCord Jr~ to testify before e;r~nd 
Jury with a grant of immunity pur. tol8 USC 6001 etj. se , 
filed i'1 Open Court. (Rep-N.Solrnl) Sirica, 1J. I 

5 Motion by ,i\sst. U.S. Atty for an order compelling Jame W. r.ccdrd 
Jr. to testify before grand jury with a grant of in .. uni y P,ur. 
to T.18 USC 6001 et. seq, Heard & Granted. tRep-N.Sokal 

Sirica, c.J. , 
5 Order compelling ,Tames W. r.rccord ,Jr., testify before 

9rand jury with <'.. grant of :l.mmmi tJr pur. to 18 USC,, 
oOOJ. et. seq. (I'T) (Rep-I,T.Sokal) Sirica, C •• 

11 Notice of appeal by deft. George Gordon Liddy from the 

12 

I 

judgment of April 3, 1973; Copy mailed to Earl J. 
Silbert, Asst. U.S. Atty; Deposit by Maroulis, I 
$5.00. 5 00 I 

In Re: George Gdrdon Liddy: Findings of fact & conclu ions 
of Law finding George Gordon Liddy, without just caµse, 
has refused to comply w1.th an order of Court that he 
testify before grand jury,:,,,.{ij){~~~,Sokal) Sirica, p.J. 
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'16.10 HERBERT PORTER TESTIMJNY, JUNE 'l, 1973 1 2 SSC 637 

637 

Mr. PoliTER. Yes, sir; I did. 
Mr. DoRSEN. Did Mr. Magruder ask you to make any other state-

ments which you knew to be false? 
Mr. PoRTER. Yes, sir; he did. 
Mr. DoRsEN. What did he ask you? 
Mr. PoRTER. Shortly after that, he asked me to, if I would increase 

the amount of money that I was going to say that I gave to Mr. 
Liddy, and I said, no, I would not do that. He said, why not? 

I said because I just absolutely-I did not give him that amount of 
money and I will not say I gave him that amount of money. 

I said the conversation that you are asking me to relate, I can con
ceive of it happening because I would have told you that in December 
if you had asked me. And that is a strange answer, but that is the 
answer I gave him. And I would not increase the amount of money. 
He wanted me to say that I gave Mr. Liddy $75,000, when in fact; I 
had given him some $30,000 to $35,000-$32,000. 

Mr. DoRsEN. Did Mr. Magruder tell you why he wanted the high 
figure? · · 

Mr. PoRTER. No, sir; he did not. · 
Mr. DoRSEN. When was the first time you told any investigatory, 

ody that you had not testified truthfully at the grand jury and at the 
. trial? 

U
Mr .. PoRTER. April 18. , I believe. 

fr. DoRsEN. 1973? 
fr. PORTER. 1973, yes, sir. 

Mr. DoRSEN. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions at this 
time. 

Senator ERVIN. We have a vote on in the Senate, so it will be 
necessary for us to take a recess so the members of the committee can 
go and vote. 

[Recess.] 
Senator ERVIN. The committee will come to order. 
Mr. Thompson. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Porter, as I understand it, your statement here 

this morning is to the effect that you agreed with Mr. Magruder that 
you would tell the grand jury a false story, is that correct? 

Mr. PoRTER. What I agreed to specifically, 1\fr. Thompson, was 
that I would agree initially to corroborate a story that Mr. Magruder 
was going to tell to the FBI, which I felt was, in effect, replacing one 
lawful authorization for another lawful authorization. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Well, was it or was it not a false story? 
Mr. PoRTER. Yes, that is absolutely· correct; it was a false 

statement. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Well, you ga,·e this false statement to the grand 

jury? 
Mr. PonTER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. THOMPSON. And you gave it at the trial in January? 
Mr. PoRTER. Yes, sir. 

~Jo.fr. THOMPSON. When did you go to the proper authoritie:; an. d tell I them the truth about these matters? 
!\fr. PoRTER. The appointment, was on April 18 at the U.S. at-

I tornt'y's office, althongh the cont11ct lwd been made earlier than that, 
L-2! the contact to set up an nppointment, I mean. 

:Mr. THmrPsox. \Vhen wn,: the contact made? 
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77. On April 18, 1973 the President had telephone conversations 

with Henry Petersen from 2:50 to 2:56 p.m. and from 6:28 to 6:37 p.m. 

Petersen has testified that the President told h~hat Dean said he 

had been granted immunity and the ,President had it 01' tape, and that 
\ 

Petersen denied that Dean had been granted immunity. Petersen told 

the President that the prosecutors had received evidence that Gordon

Liddy and E. Howard Hunt had burglarized the office of Dr. Fielding, 

Daniel Ellsberg's psychiatrist. The President told Petersen that he 

knew of that event; it was a national security matter; Petersen's 

mandate was Watergate; and Petersen should stay out of the Fielding 

break-in. The President told Petersen that the prosecutors should 

not question Hunt about national security matters. After this tele

phone call, Petersen relayed this directive to Silbert. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of the telephone conversations between the Presi

dent and Petersen from 2:50 to 2:56 p.m. and from 6:28 to 6:37 p.m., 

the President has produced an edited transcript of the conversation 

from 2:50 to 2:56 p.m., during which the President and Petersen dis-
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cussed inununity for Dean and Magruder. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. The President has informed the Committee that the 

telephone call from 6:28 to 6:37 p.m. was placed from Camp David and 

·was not recorded. 

Page 

77.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 18, 1973, 
Exhibit 49, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••• 1469 

77.2 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a telephone 
conversation between the President and Henry 
Petersen, April 18, 1973, 2:50 - 2:56 p.a •••••••••. 1472 

77.3. Henry Petersen testimony, Watergate Grand 
Jury, August 23, 1973, 73-75 (received from 
Watergate Grand Jury) •••••••••••• .•••••••••••••••••• 1474 

77.4 Henry Petersen testimony, Watergate Grand 
Jury, February 5, 1974, 12-14, 19-20 
(received from Watergate Grand Jury) ••••••••••••••• 1477 

77.5 Henry Petersen testimony, 9 SSC 3630-31, 
3654-56. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1482 

77.6 President Nixon statement, August 15, 1973, 
9 Presidential Documents 991, 993 •••••••••••••••••• 1487 

77. 7 President Nixon news conference, August 22, 
1973, 9 Presidential Documents 1016, 1020 •••••••••• 1489 

77.8 John Dean testimony, 3 SSC 1019-20 ••••••••••••••••• 1491 
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77.1 PRESIDENT NIXON· DAILY DIARY, APRIL 18, 1973, EXHIBIT 49, 
IN RE GRAND JURY MISC. 47-73 

.,• C \\ .. ·• •'J'~ t'nt.::>IUtNI ttll..111-ll~U l'IAUll::, W\IL.1 Ulttr.1 

{. . }~~~':::;.;_ ~ ,~j'.1-------------Cl<_c_T_,_.,_,t_R_«_• '_d_lo_,_T_u_-._1 -"''-''-yjry-) --, 
-'~ '- '- -;,-:~ .)"N - -

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHIXGTON, D.C. 

12:05 

7:58 

8:17 
8:11 
8:33 

8:38 

8:38 

10:17 

10:20 

TIME 

Out 

12:20 

8:26 
8:38 
8:38 

10:17 

l.O :20 . 11 :16 

11:16 

11:22 

11:22 

11:22 
11:24 

12:11 

12:12 

12:12 

12:20 

12:22 

12:11 

12:11 

12:1:i. 
12:11 

12:20 

12:25 

PHONE 
p ..... p!1(ed 

R.-R«~ivrd 

Lo LD 

p 

p 

DATf (Mo. , D,7, Yr.) \ vl1) 
APRIL 18, 1973 u\'1 
.TIME DAY -

12:04 a.m. WEm:ESDAY 

ACTlVITY 

The President talked with his . Assistant; H. R. Haldel!lan. 

.The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with: 
Ronald L. Ziegler, Press .Secretary 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ziegler 

The President -went . to the Cabinet Room. · 

The President met to discuss his energy message to Congress 
with bipartisan Congressional leaders. For a list of 
attendees, see APPENDIX "A. II 

White House photographer~ in/out 

lhe President returned to · the Ova1 Office. 

lhe President went to the Roosevelt Room. 

The .President met to discuss the emigration probl.e!IIS 
regarding Soviet Jews vi -th bipartisan Congressional 
leaders. For a list of attendees, see APPB'DIX "B • " . 

lhe President returned to the Oval Office • . 

Giulio Andreotti, President of the Council of 
Ministers of Italy 

Andrea Cagiati, Diplomatic Advisor to Price Minister 
Andreotti 

Neil A. Seidenman, State Department interpreter 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 

The President escorted Prime Minister Andreotti to his car 
parked in the south driveway. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. He was accompanied 
by John A. Volpe, Ambassador from the U.S. to Italy 

The President :met with Ambassador Volpe. 

The President talked with Vice President Spiro T. AgneY. 

The President met with Hr. Kissinger. 

L _, c/ 

P.1..,,~ ]: __ at~--- PJ,.:::(sl. 
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77.1 PRESIDENT NIXON. DAILY DIARY, APRIL 18, 1973, EXHIBIT 49, 
IN RE GRAND JURY, MISC. 4'1-73 

THO::: WHHE HOUSE 

PL~CE 0.\ Y BEGAN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

12:25 
12:27 

12:33 

12:48 

1:03 

1:18 

2:43 

2:43 

2:45 -2:50 
p,,... 

2:56 

2:57 

3:05 

TIME 

Ou, 

12:33 
12:32 

12:51 

12:58 

1:17 

2:45 

2:56 

2:58 

PHONE 
P=,Pt1ced 

R::aaaRcccivcd 

Lo LO 

,/ 

p 

p 

p 

. ·---·· ------------
PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S DAILY DIARY .,n,11•A / 

(S<e Tuvd RecorJ lot Tr.avd Activity) ':lUvy . 

;;;~t~s:·\;;3-"-' ~ h 1 
TIM& DAY t~ 
12 :25 p .m. WED~IESDAY 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ziegler 

The President met with: 

ACTIVITY 

Rainer Barzel, Chairman of the Christian Democratic 
Union of the Federal Republic of· Germany 

Erich Feldweg, German interpreter 
Mr. Kissinger 
Members of the press, in/out 
White House photographer-, in/out· 

'ille President talked with Secretary of the Treasury George P. 
Shultz. 

The President met with.: 
Congressman Willia111 G. Bray (R-Indiana) 
Lorin J. Badskey, Chairman of the Board and Chief 

Executive of un. Engineering and Manufacturing 
Corporation and President of Kiwanis International 

·narrell Coover, National Board Member of Kiwanis. 
International 

Max L. Friedersdorf, Special Assistant 
Members of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President filmed a messa~e on energy for broadcast: on the 
evening news. 

Members of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to his private office. 

The President talked with his Assistant ,\ttorr..ey General 
Henry E. Petersen. 

The President returned to the oval Offh·••· 

The President talked with his daughte., 

The President met with H;:. Eh.lichc.:m • 

t.,l!.c. 

L----'------'----''----'----------------------":""·-·-· 
P,,. • .k. _.. ,J .. P,,..(,) • 
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'l'l.1 PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 18, 1973, EXHIBIT 49, 
IN RE GRAND JURY, MISC. 4'1-73 

PU.Cle O,\Y DEGAN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

TIME 

lo Out 

3:24 5:20 

3:24 5:20 

3:24 4:55 
3:45 4:00 
4:06 5:20 

4:06 5:20 

5:20 5:33 

5:35 

5:36 6:04 

~os 6:10 

--6:28 - 6:37 

6:30 8:05 

6:45 7:55 

8:07 8:18 

8:18 8:20 

8:21 8:23 

8:40 

9:06 

CStt 'rrnel Rcco,d fo, Tnve l Activ it1) 

DATE (Mo .• 0,7. Yt. ) • ~" 

_AP_R_IL_l...;:.8..,_,_;l::..:9..:.7..:::J_
4
1l '1 . ·. 

TIMI! DAY 

3 : 24 ll • t:1.. WEDNESDAY 
?HONE 

P.:aoPl.1ced 
R ... RcccivcJ ACTIVITY 

Lo 

l 

p 

LO 

The President met with the Quadriad: 
George P. Shultz, Secretary of the Treasury and member 

of the ·Quadriad 
Arthur F; Burns, Chiarman of the Board of Governors 

of the Federal Reserve System and member of the 
Quadriad 

"Mr. Ehrlichman 
Mr. Kissinger 
Roy L. Ash, Director of the 0MB and member of the 

Quadriad 
Herbert Stein, Chairman of the Council of.Economic 

Advisers (CEA) and member-of the .Quadriad 

The President met with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President went to the South Grounds of the 'White House ,. 

-" The President flew by helicopter from the South Grounds of 
the 'White House to Camp David, Maryland. For · a list of . 
passengers, see .APPENDIX "C." 

The President motored from the Camp David helip~d to Aspen 
Lodge. 

P• ". The President talked long distance with Mr. Petersen in 
Washington, D.C. 

~i-- The President :met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The Presidential party had dinner. 

The President talked long dist~nce with Mr. Ziegler in 
Washington, D.C. 

,,. The Prel:lident talked "With Mr. Ehrlichman. 

P ,,.. The President talked long distance with Mr. Ziegler in 
Washington, .D.C. 

The President "Went swimming in the Aspen pool. 

The President returned to Aspen Lodge. 

CD/SN/JD 

P•s• .3 .. or .3 •• P•#:(,). 
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77. 2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 18_. 1973_. 2:50-2:56 P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY OF EDITED WHITE HOUSE TRANSCRIPT 

April 18, 1973, 2:50 to 2:56 p.m. 

On April 18, 1973 the President telephoned Assistant Attorney 

General Henry Petersen and conversed with him by telephone from 2:50 to 

2:56 p.m. The President asked, "Anything I need to know today?" Peter-

sen replied, "No sir. There is no significant .developments." Petersen 

said that Strachan is coming in and "we are still negotiating." He 

mentioned a problem of leaks from the Grand Jury and said that "We have 

the FBI checking out the reporter on the ground that they have leaked" the 

Grand Jury transcript. {p. 1) Petersen said he was pleased with the reaction 

"your statement got" and thought "it was.probably the right thing to say." 

{pp. 2-3) 

The President asked about Magruder and Dean. Petersen said they 

had not finished with Magruder and Dean, because their lawyers wanted time 

to think. The President said, "that was your suggestion, at least, that we 

should not do anything on Dean at this point." Petersen said he thought that 

was right and that he thought "you ought to just let him sit." {p. 3) The 

President said, "All I have is just information" to which Petersen responded, 

"That's right." The President continued that he had information "basically 

from you and from him, but it is information the gravity of which I just can't 

judge until I see whether it is corroborated." Petersen said, "You have to 

treat that as private, in any event." (pp. 3-4) 
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77. 2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRTPI' OF APRIL 18, 1973, 2:50-2:56 P. M. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

Petersen said he was "a little concerned about Senator Ervin's 

Committee,u because "they have just, under the agreement Kleindienst worked 

out with Senator Ervin, have called the Bureau and asked to see the inter

view statements of Magruder, Porter, Sloan and LaRue," The President said, 

"Oh, my (expletive removed)." Petersen said he felt like he was sitting 

on a powder keg there, but did not dare go to Senator Ervin until he got 

a definite commitment from Magruder. (p. 4) 

The President said, "On Magruder, what's waiting besides the Commit

tee with him?" Petersen felt Magruder faced issues of whether or not the 

Judge is going to clap him in jail right away and whether or not the Committee 

is going to put pressure on him. Petersen, in response to a question by the 

President, said he had not yet tried to talk to Senator Ervin and did not want 

to "until I can tie him [apparently Magruder) down." Petersen said, "I've got 

to be able to say that I am coming out with something public in terms of a 

charge. • You know, have a valid basis for asking him to slow it up." 

(pp. 3-4) The President agreed. 

The President said he was glad Petersen thought the statement went 

well; that the President had worked on it to be sure it didn't compromise any

body one way or the other. "As you noticed too," the President said, "I put 

the immunity thing. It leaves the ball in your court, but • on the other 

hand, I had to express the view because basically people are going to ask me, 

what about Mitchell, what about, you know, a lot of people and you know I just 

can't be in this position." Petersen said, "I agree wholeheartedly." The 

President said that lower people are different, but "upper people, you know, 

they might think I am protecting (unintelligible}." Petersen said he agreed, 

(p.5) 
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responsibility frol':l me. Ho matter what you say or clo, I'n 

., t:no only one who can make the decision. I 1 m the only one - ,; 

i: 
:1 . . ' ' . . t:,1a c s going to be held responsible and it's not going to 

l ii serve me to say that you said do this or do that. I'm going 

s!! to have f.o decide it on the merits as best I see it.• 

:i 
6 iJ Ee finally agreed to that • . i,r:: I' ,JI Q i\nd on the 18th did you have a discussion with 

i( 
I' sl! respect to immunity? 

o ;; A Yes. I received a telephone call from the President ,_, ,: 
I\ .. I '"II and he was rather angry. He said, in effect, "You told me f 

,1 p that Dean wasn't immunized and now I know that he is, and I 

,, 
know that he is because he told me.• 

I said, "Well-. that simply isn't so." .I guess that 

Presidents don't like you to say that it simply isn't so. The 

conversation got nasty and it made me uneasy. 

I said, "'Well,.·I'll double check on it, but r know 

that it isn't so." 

I got in touch with Earl Silbert and I said, "Earl, 

this is what he says. He says that he has it on tape and he 

offered to let me listen to it and I told hi.~ I didn•t want to 

listen to it." 

I 1 m sor4y, 
I 

Q You left that part out of the conversation. 

1lr. Petersen. The Presidc:it indicated that he had it on tape?! 

A Nell, he said, "I know it's so." I said that I I 
thought that was wrong, and he said, "Nell, I have it on tape. I 

I 

DV I 
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l - ' !: 

• ) ·. 
- 1 : 

Do you want to hear it?" I said,nNo, I'll. accept your word i 
for it. If you tell me that's what Dean said, 

i 
I t 11 .accopt it -; 

! 

but I think that's wrong. I don't see that he has any reason 

he has not been inununized, and I'm tha one that has to 

0 exercise the authority and I know I haven't exercised it,. but 
;: 

jj 
:-1 !I 

ii 
! i 

1:> H 
il 

F! i 
d il 
p ,~ II ~, I 
ll 
\i 

1a H 
Ii 

D!i 
11 ,, 
\! 

i n 1! 
f; 

I will check.• 

I asked Mr. Silbert to get in touch with Charlie · 

Schaffer, and . Earl called me back later in the evening and 

said, "Mr~ s ·chaffer confirmed our understanding was correct, 

that we were simply negotiating for ir.ununity and no inmmnity 

has been conferred either fon:ially or informally." 

I called the President back and told hiLl that, and 

that seemed : to reassure him. It certainly reassured me. At 
i,: 

least he didn't think that I was misleading him, and I guess 

that was m.y real concern at that point. 

Ee said, •what else is new?" I said, •I got this 

report that Liddy and Hunt .burglarized Fielding's office." 

Q can I interrupt you for a second with that? Is this 

the first that you had ever heard in this investigation of the 

President or h i s agents tape recording any conversations? 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes,. but it didn't surprise rne. 

I'ra sorry. Go on. 

With respect to the second part of this conversation 

;; I would be surprised to learn that a chief of state did not 
•' 

record conversations and I assumed when I spoke with him that 

DV 
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our conversations were being recorded. 

I 

r , . . 
I 
I 

In any event., he said, "What else is new?", and. then! 

;: ,· n 

!! 

I dropped the next bor.lbshell. It was that Dean had informed I 
Silbert that Liddy and Hunt and company had burglarized Dr. f 

Fielding's office who was Ellsberg's psychiatrist. 

The Pre3ident said, "I know about that. That's a 

national security matter. Your mandate is Watergate. You 

stay out of that., 

:r said, "Well, I have caused a check to be made, and 

we don't have any information of that nature in the case.• I 

said,.•oo you know where there is such information?•, and he 

said no. 

· ,,. !i He said, ·There's nothing you have to do.• Then I 
... } ! 1 

:1 
ii , , I: got off the phone • 

. ~-x ii 

I called Mr. Silbert and told him what the President 

I guess he was kind of upset about it~ He just kin -had said. 
11; j ! 

Ii· of grunted or groaned. 
17 ,; 

I said, "Well. Earlp that's it.• 
q 
!t 

Flj . . L 
Then I called Mr. Maroney and told him to -- Mr. 

1

1
1 Maroney is the Deputy Assistant Attorney General who has the 

1•1 .I 
,,,, :1 Internal Security Section which had the EUsberg case under 

! his jurisdiction • 
• ,, i 
- t !. 

: j 
;; Without referring to the President:~ I told him to .,., ; , --n 
;; forget about it, that it was easier handled - because Maroney 

_ ... ;! 
;i had - previously reconunended that it tias not neces -sary to make 

., , :l 
- t ,: 

a disclosure of the facts to the tria1 court on ·what he 
15 . 

DV 
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7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

191 
20 

12 

coul d not, in substance, bring himself to put it on paper 

be cause it would be a confession of Dean's own i.npr oper or 

ille gal activities. 

Was it your W.firession, or did the President indi

cate, that Dean had not, at the time that the President asked 

Dean to prepare such a report, provided information which 

would be incrimina;ory of Dean? 

A Well, I suppose I better give you -- I think .that 

might be a fair inference but the President said, nnean came 

in and .told me all about these things. My goodness, that was 

the first ti.1!1e I heard. I sent him up to Camp David and told 

hie, 'Sit down and write this out.• He crune back and hadn't 

done it. 11 Conclusion -- which was the President's 

suppose he was too involved to be able to do it." 

"I 

"And, at that point, I asked Ehrlichman to sit down 

and get me the facts." 

So there are two inferences. One that Dean was 

distraught and, two, that he was involved, and three, the 

President, now, couldn't rely on him beceuse the President 

thought he was involved, , in any event -- that's a possible 

21 I third inference. 

221 Q Now, do you recall discussing -with the President, 

23 ,! at some time -- · strike that. 

2411 
251, dent, at some ti~e, indicated to you that Dean had been 

Ii 

I t h ink · you have testified earli~r that th.: Presi-

DV 
(1477) 
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l .... _.) 

1 I promised immunity and that }Oil had sou:e discussion with the 
i 

2 II 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

22 

23 

I 

President about it. When did th3t take place? 

A That took place in the telephone call on April 18th 

from Camp David and he was very upset and there we:i:·e two 

well, it kind of upset me, too, because one, the only impli

cations you could draw from that very forceful comment and 

conversation by the President was that, one, I did not know 

what in the hell was going on or, two, that I deliberately 

concealed information from him,neit:her of which made me feel 

very jolly. 

And I undertook to check ,qith Silbert & Company 

and Silbert checked with Silbert checked with Charlie Shaffer 

Dean's lawyer, in order to make certain because the President 

-- this ,~as important, not only because of i,1hat the President: 

th_ought of me, which probably is of the least: importance, 

but because of a major concern that if Dean was telling the 

President he was immunized, somehol-. or other we and the pro

secution had goofed, and goofed badly. 

Q Has this a conversation in which the President, 

after you said Dean did not have immunity, said, "I have it 

on tape. Do you want to hear it?" 

A That I s right. That I s right. That I s corrE?Ct. That 

was in a subsequent tele, .. hor;,"' call when I reported back to 

24 I hi I m. 

25 j Q Has there any indication th.:it th~ Pr~sident had 
I 

DV 
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7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

14 

reviewed this t3 i e? 

A No. He said -- I told him and he said, al most as 

by way of explanation or almost apology for the strength of 

his statement, "Hell, I have it on tape if you want to hear 

it:." And I said, ''No, I don't want: to hear it. I take your 

word for it." But I didn't want to hear it because I didn't 

want to hear anythin3 that came from John Dean other than 

we were getting from John himself. 

But, in any event, you know, the other factor was, 

it's very awkward to say, "All right, Mr. fresident, I don't 

believe you. Let me hear the tape." And I didn't want to 

indulge that either. 

Q Now, when was the first time there was ever any 

mention between -- in a conversation between yourself and 

the President of money paid to the Watergate defendants in 

a surreptitious manner, the source of which was either the 

Committee to Re-elect the President or the White House? 

A My guess is -- and I can't specifically remember, -

first of all, but my guess is that we mentioned that money 

in connection with Erhiichman's knowledge of the cover-up 

on AFril 15th but, in any event, it was sometime during that 

\.1eek. 

But I think that was one of the items, April 15th 

or Af,ril 16th, that we had with respect to Ehrlichrnan. One 

of the few, at that point. DV 
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A Thnt it was necessary · for hi!:!! to learn all the 

facts with respect to this matter so the Pr•~sident, or Head 

of State, would be able to take whatever action ·was api,:;ro-

priate. 

Q Now, going back to the time when the President 

spoke to you, on the 18th, about whether or not Dean had 

been granted immunity. Aside from the President's constena

tion about not having been informed of a decision which he 

thought had been made and carried out, did he indicate any

thing about the substance of the question of immunity to Dean 

11 j A I'm not sure what you raean by "substance" in that 

12 context. 

13 Q That is' the pros and cons of giving Dean · immunity 

14 

15 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

as oµposed to his disa p;,cointment about not being advised. 

A No. There were those conversations but not at the 

time of that telephone call where he raised the question. 

Q Well, when you called him back and informed him 

that someone was mistaken and no such agreement had been 

arrived at, did r,e,' ? at that ti.me, reiterate his position 

or his various feelings on ium:unity? 

A No. At that time, we were three days beyond our 

earlier discussion with r:espect to immunity and I think t:hat 

we pretty much had a meeting of the minds that this was a 

sober decision and I hn<l to make it a nd I would take all of 

these factors into consiueration. 

n- " 
J\ l 
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So there was no fu!:"ther discussion, at that point, 

other than to say that my inquiry had confin.~ed thro~gh 

Charles (Jaffa) that we were in a negotiating posture. No 

immu.'1.ity, either formal or informal, had been accorded and, 

indeed, that no stopple had been •. creatad insofar as grantt 

of immunity was concerned. 

Q Did the President ever .indicate to you, or discuss 

with .you, the question of immunity for Ehrlichman or Haldeman 

and, specifically, the question of national security matters 

that either of the two might have been involved in which 

may have appeared to entail sol!le criminal activity? 

A No. No. 

Q Back to that day on 

A That would r-..ave been preposterous. I was in no 

mood to hear anybody discuss -- it's hard to second guess 

16 yourself and look back, or project what you might have done> 

11 I but that's one of the things that I think would have caused 

18 !~to get up and leave. 

19 

20 
I 
I 

21 ;· 

I 
22 j 

' 
23 Ji ,: 

241! 
11 

2s 'I 
I: 

Q Did the :President ever indicate to you what: he felt 

the so-called Hunt blackmail to entail on the blackreail s.ide 

rather than on the money ::;ide'? 
I 

That is, on the ini:on:ation 

1

1 

side that Runt would divulge, if he wece not paid? 
! 
I 

A ~]ell, the implic~tion is th~t · Hunt 1;vould tell all, f 

.. ,.~5! but whether that all would be correct oc incorrect, there ~G j 

I 
i 

n2ver any h ;.tsis ta ascertain or confi:.n. 
\\, . I 

i 
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Mr. DASH. On April 18, did the President call you concernin~ the 
immunity question? 

Mr. PETERSE:N. Yes. 
Mr. DASH. Can you tell us briefly about that call? . . 
Mr. PETERsE:-.. The President called me-I recall it wns in middle or 

late afternoon-and said that as a result of his conYersation with the 
President he felt that_:_Dean had said he had been immunized. said 
the President, and I said. ":\fr. President, that is not so. ,Ye are in the 
process of determining whether or not he should be immunized but we 
han~ made no decision and so far as normal immunity is concerned, 
only I can grant it. The prosecutors don't have the authority. I am 
certain that is not so but I ,vill check." 

I called Earl Silbert and said-and he said, of course, just ""hat I 
said and I said, "That is fine, but go on back to his counsel" and his 
counsel agreed, "No, we are just in a preliminary negotiation, and no 
immunity has been offered or accepted." 

When I called the President back I told him that. He said, '"Well, 
you know, I have it on tape if yott want to hear it," and I said '·No, 
I don't want to hear it because I don't want to get anything except 
what we are getting from John Dean directly." . 

Mr. DASH. He said he had it on tape. Did he indicate it as a tape of 
Mr. Dean! 

Mr. PETERSE:N. No; he did not, and I didn't ask him. 
Mr. DASH. Is that where the matter stood, 

· Mr. PETERSEN. That is where the matter stood; yes. sir. . · · 
Mr. DASH. On April 16, did you receive a mem.orandum from )fr. 

ilbert concerning the Ellsberg psychiatrist's break-in~ 
Mr. PETERSEN. Yes, sir; I did. . -
Mr. DASH. Was that the first time that you learned of that break-in? 
Mr. PETERSEN. To be precise I ought to correct that. The memoran

dum was dated April 16. I think I received it on the 17th, )Ir. Dash. 
• Mr. DAsH. Right. Was that the first time you learned of the 
break-in~ · · 

Mr. PETERSEN. I think Earl told me on the telephone-this is what 
toM us--"I am sending- you a memorandum." 

· Mr. DAsH. And w4at did you do when you reeefred that memo
randum? 

Mr. PETERSEs. I sent it to Deputv Assistant Attorney General Kedn 
Marom·. I said, "Ke,·in, check this out. Let me know what this is 
about." ~fr. l\farony came back with a note from him and a memo
randum from one of his stntf in which thev snid we ha,·e no such 
information, nor does the FBI. Then we asked him to check whether 
or not there was a psvchiutrist inrnh·ed. and what have von. Thev 
did and thev htrnE>d up from the FRI records that an individual b,· 
the namE> of FiPldin!! had hE>en interdewed. · 

Well. that clickE>d. That led us to the photo!!rnphs an<l tlwn we made 
the connE>ction. I achised thl' Prrsiclc>nt of that and kind of in resnonse 
to his. well, what's new. nnd I told him that ·we had recei,·ed this 
information. 

)r r. D.,sn. l)irl hP inrlic:1tP that lw kill'\\" ,rnvthitl'?' nhoutthnt bn,ak 0 ht 
wlwn you tol<l him about it? · · 
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l\Ir. PETERSEX. No; he did not, Mr. Dash. I ham to be Y~ry careful 
there. I Would like to rephrase the question for you, if I can. I sup
pose it--

Mr. DAsu. Please do. 
Mr. PETERSEX. The question probably would be did he indicate he 

knew anything about it rather than anything about the break-in. And 
the President saicl when I told him, "I know about that. That is a· 
national security matter. You star out of that. Your mandate is to 
investigate ·watergate." · 

Now, he didn't say he knew about the burglary. He said he knew 
about it-about the report. I think that is a vital distinction to be 
recognized. 

Mr. DASH. When were you reporting this to the President 1 
l\Ir. PETERSEN. It was on April 18, sir. And he said stay out of it 

and after I got off the telephone, why I called up l\fr. Silbert and I 
called up l\Ir. l\Iarony and said, "Mr. Silbert," I said. "The President 
said stay out of it. Earl, and that is it." I called up l\Ir. l\Iarony and 
said, ",Just forget it." · · 

Then I proceeded to ponder the situation. I discussed it with some 
of my staff, so in terms of the actual, and the question inYolved of 
whether or not it was producible under Brady v. The United States, 
which holds that exculpatory materials should be made :n=ailable to 
the defense. 1VeU, there are two dews of Brady, one. that anythiI1g 
that may lead to an acquittal should be produced and another only 
that which goes to guilt or innocence is producible, and obviously~ the 
prosecution usually takes the more narrow point of view and under 
that narrow a point of view it was not produced-and we stood on 

· that for a day or so n.nd then I rationalized that thn.t mi!!ht be true 

U
ut this was reallv not the case to test that and I thought if we tested 
his in this sort of case we would probably lose it and it was such a 
eleb. rated case and it ,tou1d certainly have political overtones t. hat 
hat type of thing ought to be disclosed, but I really didn't quite k.-now 
:vhat to do. . 

l\f r. Kleindienst had recused himself of Waterg-ate, and finally on 
the 25th I went on up to l\Ir. Kleir.dienst's office and said, "Look, you 
are out of the 1Yatergate bnt yon are not out of Ellsberg. I need some 
help." And we spent most o-f tlw du:,: talking about this and he solicited 
some independent. opinions and concluded that I was right. that in
deed it should be disclosed, and so I said. "1Vell. yon know. the Presi-
dent has given me a"-·- · · 

l\fr. D.\SH. Yon commnnicah•d that to the President? 
Mr. PETERSEX. I told ;\fr. Klei11dienst that the President instructed 

me to forget ahont it but nonetheless I thought we onght to go to the 
President and i-f he was nnhapn,· about it wc would simplv have to 
takc the conseqm•1wes nnd ":\fr. KlPinclicnst agr<'cd witl1 that. He went 
to tlw PrPsidcnt. ThP PresidPnt ai:tTrf'cl. )fay I sny. )[r. Dnsh. that I 
have bcPn distrPSSPct bv sonw of tlH' C'ritirism in the press. mavhe evi>n 
other plact>s ahont the Prt'sid('nt on th;it sem·p nnd T think it is whollv 
nmrnrrnntf'cl. Hr mnrle--hp took n position with me and I think I can 
connt. mvself as not thc most spnior hnt nt h·nst n senior offirial in the 
r,dministrntion. 1V<> <lisar-rl'<'ct with it. W,, wPnt hnck to 1,im and hi' 
finnllv n°T<'<'<1 ,,ith 11s nnd T thinl;: thr nHimnte thin,>" is thnt lw came 
ont with tlw ri!!ht nnswpr and T think hr had rYl'ry right to t•xped ns 
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cussed it and I recommended against it and the President recom
mended against it, so I was considerably surprised and frankly, 
disappointed. . 

Senator WEICKER. Now, you indicated that on April 26,-;-this was 
the evening in Mr. IOeindienst's office, the evening that Pat Gray 
returns to talk with you and the Attorney General in his office-that 
prior to that meeting you had talked to the President. 

:Mr. PE'n:RsE..""f. Yes, sir. 
Senator WEICKER. And we had evidence from l\'Ir. Kleindienst in 

the morning that he talked to the President during the course of that 
meeting. And yet, when the meeting is over, Mr. Gray is still in posi
tion. Why wasn't any action"-Can you give me at least from your 
conversation with the President, and/or your recollection, why wasn'.t 
Mr. Gray notified right then and there this is it i 

Mr. PEtERSL~. Well, I happened to be in Mr. Kleindienst's .office 
when the call came through. 

Senator WEICKER. Right. 
Mr. PE'l'ERSEN. The President spoke-to Mr. Kleindienst. Obviously, 

I could hear only l\Ir. Kleindienst's half of the conversation. Immedi
ately after he got off the telephone he said we have to talk about Pat 
Gray, and what have you, and then the telephone rang again and 

. this time it was for me and I walked out to the back office and took it. 
It was th~ President and he asked what I thought and I told him 
that I thought Pat's position was untenable, that I .thought he was 
an innocent victim and I regretted it, and what have you, and he said, 
well, talk to Kleindienst about it and . the two of you get together 
with Pat Grav. 

We ~alled Pat's office and he was just abo,tt to lea,·e. We rnn him 
dow:n, brought him back there. We sat down and discussed the situa
tion and not tearfully but almost ,so, and at the conclusion :\:fr. Klein
dienst went out-I do not know whether he had another call from 
the President or went outto make one~-but that was it. 

We left with no decision. I was 1mder the strong impression that l\Ir. 
Gray would resi~. I thought he had to think it ·o,-er and I expected 
he would think it over . So when he called me the next morning and 
told me that after a night of thought he decided that he had no other 
alternative. I was not surprised. 

I; That is all I can tell vouabout it, Senator. 
Senator 1VEICKER. Did you mention in testimonv before the com

mittee here this afternoon_:_it inst slinned bv and I am not so snre thnt -
understood the context. and I might not have nnderstood the sub

stance either. which said that the President offered tapes to ·-rnn? 
Mr. PEn:nsEx. The President called on April 18 about the .Tohn 

Dean com·ersntions on the night of April Hi. His QUt>Stion was. has 
.John Dean been immunized. nnd I said no. And he said. well. he s:ws 
he has. And I said that is not true. - · 

We got into an armunent which wn:S ridiculous hf'{'ause neitht>r one 
of us was present when the airreement was entered into. nnd I said. 
wait. I will check with the prosecutor~. He said. well. I h:n-e it Oil tane. 
I said I will take vonr word for it. I do not want to hear it. And so let 
me cl11•ck with the.nrosecutor. · 

So I called up the nros<'rntor. and Silbert sni<l no. I said. wl'll. g-o 
bnck and clwrk with his lawyc>r. - · 
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That was the tape that was referred to. I told ~fr. Cox about that 
day at the "\Yhite House. I am told that the President said that that 
was a statement of-tape of his recollections of the meeting. Now, 
whether it was a taped coRrnrsation or not, I do not know, of the meet
ing as opposed to a tape that the President made of his own recollec
tions. One is true. but I do not :know which. 

Senator 1VEICKER. I am sorry. I just lost you on that last part. 
Mr. PETERSEN. One of two possibilities exist. Either that was a tape 

being utilized at the time the President met with .John Dean---
Senator ,vEICKER. I see. . 
}fr. PETERSEN [ continuing]. Or after the meeting the President sat 

down in front of a tape recorder and recorded his own recollection. I 
don't know which he was referring to. 

Senator W EICKER. I see. I see. 
But in any event, he offered-was it on April 18---
Mr. PETERSEN. Yes, sir. . 
Senator· WEICKER [continuing]. A tape to you of this conversation 

with John Dean?' 
Mr. °PETERSEN. That is right. . · 
Senator WEICKER. Of his conversation with John Dean f 
Mr. °PETERSEN. That is right, which I refused to listen to. 
Senator WEICKER. "Which you refused to listen to, right? 
Just two more questions. On September 13, 1972, dropping back 

just a little bit~ . 
Mr. P:En:nsEN. The date, Senator? . · . 
Senator ·wEICKER. September 13, which date-let me give you what 

occurred there which might refresh your memory far better than a 
date. 
·. Did you receive a summary memorandum from Mr. Silbert which 

indicated that there might have been others higher than Liddy and 
Hunt involved in the Watergate matter! 

Mr. PETERSEN. September 13, 1972 ~ 
Senator WEICKER. Back in September 1972. 
l\fr. PETERsEN. I don't recall such a memorandum. About the only 

thing I could think of would be a prosecutor's memorandum which 
probably came in about that time . just before the indictment, but I 
think that that is unlikely that there is such a memorandum. If you 
recall-- · 

Senator WEICKER. Did you get summaries from l\fr. Silbert! 
Mr. PETF.RSEN. No. I got oral reports from l\fr. Silbert of the investi-. 

gation as it progressed, usually on a daily basis. There was a written 
recommendation with respect to prosecution and the basis of prosecu
tion of the seven on or about the second week in September just before 
the indictment. · 

Senator WEIC)tER. And was there anv indication in thnt memo-
randum that more might be involved 1 ~ 

1\fr. PETERSEN. I don't recall, Senator: no, sir. 
Senator 1VEICKER. Then 1ast1v, this last question I have got, you 

indicated with some anger. and ·1 must say I can't blame you--·-
1\fr. PETERSEN. I apologize for my intemperance. . 
SPnator W1:rcKER. You are a professional mnn. I don't blame you 

for sticking- up for your branch. Maybe there was some sort of lack 
of confidence on the part of the Senate in you, members of the Justice 
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Department, professional staff over there. Has it occurred to you that 
maybe the laek of confidence did not exist in you, that--

Mr. PEnmsEN. Yes. Yes. I like to think that. It occurs to me every 
daJ. [Laughter.] But I think it is a self-serving thought, Sena.tor .. 

Senator WEICXER. The quest for the truth, at least in a. legal sense-
this is something that is looked upon, at least so far as the American 
people are concerned..;.....ihey look to the executive branch of Govern
ment. Don't you think that is true i I mean, rather than to blame it on 
yourself or feel that is a relationship between you and us in this 
matter! ' 

Mr. PE'l'ERsEN. Senator, that is what I was-the thought I was try
ing to get across when I said I would take one position as a prosecutor 
ana pe. rhaps another. as a Senator. of the .. U.S. Senate. I understan. d 
the larger unplications. I don't really like it. 

Senator WEICXER. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 
Sena.tor Envm. Senator Montoya. 
Senator MoNTO'!'A. Mr. Petersen, don't you find it very peculiar 

that the President offered to play this particular tape with respect to 
Dean, and he refuses any tapes to the prosecutor downtown and to this 
committee! 

Mr. PETEltsEN. No, not especially. 
Senator MoNTOYA. Wh:v! 
Mr. PETERsEN.-I tliink that-well, let's take an attorney workpaper. 

We argue that they are privileged. New counsel comes in to assist old 
counsel. Old counsel shows him.his workpapers. That is quite a differ- . 
ent thing than turning it. over to the other side, to the defendant's 
lawyer. 

If the President obviouslv thinks of this as the other side at least 
in terms of the executive versus the judiciary or executive versus the 
legislative branch, I don't think that is necessarily inconsistent, Sena
tor. I think that the President was willing to let me hear it because 
it was apropos·to our discussions, but at that point, at that roint he 
considered me bound by executive privilege and he had told me so. 
He subsequently released me, but at that point he certainl:v did. 

Senator lfoNTOYA. Well, couldn't he do this with Mr. Co~d 
Mr. PETERSEN. I don't know. 
You know, I hesitate t() comment on what he could do with Mr. Cox. 

The question is in litigation. I understand it has been argued today 
and it is one of the grand issues of law. You know. it has onlv been 
litigated once. It is a very interesting.issue and I don't think I ou~ht 
to comment on it, S.;nator. I would be delighted to discuss it with vou 
in private. • 

Senator MONTOYA. Wouldn't you think that if the President called 
Mr. Cox and played the tapes to him on an executive privilege basis 
that Mr. Cox would honor that commitment~ 

Mr. PETF.RsEN. Well. I wouldn't if I were Mr. Cox. 
Senator MONTOYA. You would what 1 
Mr. PETERSEN. I would not if I were l\Ir. C-0~ I would -want those · .. 

things without qualifications. It doesn't do him any good to get in-
formation that he can't use. · 

Senator MoxTOYA. Hnve you inthe Department of .Tustice dis
cussed the siWlificance of keeping the tapes in tl1e sanctuary of.execu
tiYc prh·ilegei the legal significance? 
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The time has come to turn Watergate over to the courts, where the 
questions of guilt or innocence belong. The time has come for the rest of us 
to get on with the urgent business of our Nation. 

Last November, the American people were given the clearest choice 
of this century. Your votes were a mandate, which I accepted, to complete 
the initiatives we began in my first term and to fulfill the promises I made 
for my second term. 

This Administration was elected to control inflation-to reduce the 
power and size of Government-to cut the cost of Government so that you 
can cut the cost of living-to preserve and defend those fundamental 
values that have made America great-to keep the Nation's military 
strength second to none-to achieve peace with honor in Southeast Asia, 
and to bring home our prisoners of war-to build a new prosperity, with
out inflation and without war-to create a structure of peace in the world 
that would endure long after we are gone. 

These are great goals, they are worthy of a great people, and I would 
not be true to your trust if I let myself be turned aside from achieving those 
goals. 

If you share my belief in these goals-if you want the mandate you 
gave this Administration to. be carried out-then I ask for your help to 
ensure that those who would exploit Watergate in oi:der to keep us from 
doing what we were elected to do will not succeed. 

I ask tonight for your understanding, so that as a Nation we can learn 
the lessons of Watergate and gain from that experience. 

I ask for your help in reaffirming our dedication to the principles of 
decency, honor, am;l respect for the institutions that ·have sustained our 
progress through these past two centuries. 

And I ask for your support in getting on once again with meeting 
your problems, improving your life, building your future. · 

With your help, with God's help, we will achieve those great goals 
for America. 

Thank you and good evening. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. in his Oval Office at the White House. His 
address was broadcast live on radio and television. 

991 

f"n,e Watergate Investigation 

l..::tement by the President. August 15, 1973 

On May 17 the Senate Select Committee began its 
hearings on Watergate. Five days later, on May 22, I 
issued a detailed statement discussing my relationship 
to the matter. I stated categorically that I had no prior 
knowledge of the Watergate operation and that I neither 
knew of nor took part in any subsequent efforts to cover 
it up. I also stated that I would not invoke executive 
privilege as to testimony by present and former mem
bers of my White House Staff with respect to possible 
criminal acts then under investigation. · 

the evidence is not only extensive but very much in con
flict. It would be neither fair nor appropriate for me 
to assess the evidence or comment on specific witnesses 
or their credibility. That is the function of the Senate 
Committee and the courts. What I intend to do here is 
to cover the principal issues relating to my o,\n conduct 
which have been raised since my statement of May 22, 
and thereby to place the testimony on those issues in per
spective. 

Thirty five witnesses have testified so far. The record 
is more than 7,500 pages and some 2 million words long. 
The allegations are many, the facts are complicated, and 

I said on May 22 that I had no prior knowledge of 
the Watergate operation. In all the testimony, there is 
not the slightest e,·idence to the contrary. Not a single 
witness has testified that I had any knowledge of the 
planning for the Watergate break-in. 

It is also true, as I said on May 22, that I took no part 
in, and was not aware of, any sub:sequent efforts to 
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write a complete report on all that he knew of the entire 
Watergate matter. On March 28, I had ).fr. Ehrlichman 
call the Attorney General to find out if he had additional 
information about Watergate generally or White House 
involvement. The Attorney General wa5 told that I 
wanted to hear directly from him, and not throu,gh any 
staff people , if he had any information on White House 
inrnlvement or if information of that kind should come 
to him. The Attornev General indicated to Mr. Ehrlich
man that he had no· such information. When I learned 
on March 30 that Mr. Dean had been unable to com
plete his report, I instructed Mr. Ehrlichman to con
duct an independent inquiry and bring all the facts to 
me. On April 14, Mr. Ehrlichman gave me his findings, 
and I directed that he report them to the Attorney Gen
eral immediately. On April 15, Attorney General Klein
dienst and Assistant Attorney General Petersen told me 
of new information that had been received by the 
prosecutors. 

By that time the fragmental)· information I had been 
given on March 21 had been supplemented in important 
ways, particularly by Mr. Ehrlichman's report to me on 
April 14, by the information Mr. Kleindienst and Mr. 
Petersen gave me ~n April 15, and by independent in
quiries I had been making on my own. At that point, I 
realized that I would not be able personally to find out 
all of the facts and make them public, and I concluded 
that the matter was best handled by the Justice Depart
ment and the grand jury.- On April 17, I announced that 
new inquiries were underway, as a result of what I had 
learned on March 21 and in my own investigation since · 
that time . I instructed a11 Government employees to co
operate with the judicial process as it moved ahead on 
this matter and expPessed my personal view that no im
munity should be given to any individual who had held 
a position of major importance in this Administration. 

My consistent position from the beginning has been 
to get out the facts about \Vatergate, not to cover them 
up. 

On May 22 I said that at no time did I authorize any 
offer of executive clemency for the Watergate defend
ants, nor did I know of any such offer. I reaffirm that 
statement. Indeed, I made mv view clear to Mr. Ehr
lichman in July 1972, that under no circumstances could 
executive clemency be considered for those who partici
pated in the Watergate break-in. I maintained that 
po~ition throughout. 

I On M ay 22 I said th at "it was not until the time of 
my own investigation that I learned of the break-in at 
the office of :\fr. Ellsherg's psychiatrist, and I specifically 
;u1thorizcd the furnishing of this information to Judge 
BHne." After a very careful review. I ha, ·e determined 
l hat this stal<'ment of mine is not preci selv acrnrate. It 
was on l\farch 17 that I first learned of the break-in at 
the office of Dr. fielding , and that was + davs before the 
licginning of my own investigation on l\hrrh 21. I was 

told then that nothing by way of evidence had been ob
tained in the break-in. On April 18 I learned that the 
Justice Department had interrogated or was going to 
interrogate Mr. Hunt about this break-in. I was gravely 
concerned that other activities of the Special Investiga
tions Unit might be disclosed, because I knew this could 
seriously injure the national security. Consequently, I 
directed Mr. Petersen to stick to the \Vatergate investiga
tion and stay out of national security matters. On April 
25 Attorney General Kleindienst came to me and urged 
that the fact of the break-in should be disclosed to the 
court, despite the fact that, since no evidence had been 
obtained, the law did not clearly require it. I concurred I 
and authorized him to report the break-in to Judge 
Byrne. 

In view of the incident of Dr. Fielding's office, let me 
emphasize two things. 

First, it was and is important that many of the matters 
worked on by the Special Investigations Unit not be pub
licly disclosed because disclosure would unquestionably 
damage the national security. This is why I have exer
cised executive privilege on some of these matters in con
nection with the testimony of Mr. Ehrlichman and others_ 
The Senate Committee has learned through its investiga
tion the general facts of some of these security matters 
and has to date wisely declined to make them public or 
to contest in these respects my claim of executiYe privilege. 

Second, I at no time authorized the use of illegal means 
by the Special Investigations Unit, and I was not aware 
of the break-in of Dr. Fielding's office until March 17, 
1973. . . 

Many persons will ask why, when the facts are as I have 
stated them, I do not make public the tape recordings 
of my meetings and conversations with members of the 
White House Staff during this period. 

I am aware that such terms as "separation of powers" 
and "executive privilege" are lawyers' terms, and that 
those doctrines have been called · "abstruse" and "eso
teric." Let me state the commonsense of the matter. 
Every day a President of the United States is required 
to make difficult decisions on grave issues. It is absolutely 
essential, if the President is to be able to do his job as 
the country expects, that he be able to talk openly and 
candidly with his advisers about issues and individuals 
and th~t they be able to talk in the same fashion with 
him. Indeed, on occasion, they must he ahle to "blow off 
steam" about important public figures. This kind of 
frank discussion is only po,sible when those who take 
part in it can fed asstired that what they say is in the 
strictest confidence . 

The Presidency is not the only office that requir<"S 
confidentiality if it is to function effecliYeh'. .-\ '.\lember 
of Congress must be ,1ble to talk in confidence with his 
a.,-sisranr,. Jud .~cs must be abk to confer in confiden,c 
with their law dcrk, and with each other. Throu)"!hout 
our entire history rhc need for this kind of confidentiality 
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,'\C'l'ION He was borq on :-.fay 2, 19H, in Newark, XJ. ),[I". 

A11now1ccment of Intention To Nominate 
Harry J. H o.1fan To Be Associate Director for 
Policy and Program Development. 
August21,1973 

Hogan w,L~ graduated magna cum laude from Princeton 
University, received his LL.B. from Columbia L:iw 
School, and received his Ph. D. in American Histon: from 
George· Washington University. He served in th~ U.S. 
Navy during World War II, attaining the rank of 
commander. 

The President today announced his intention to nomi
nate Harry J; Hogan, of Bethesda, Md., to be Associate 
Director of ACTION for Policy and Program Develop
ment. He will succeed Charles W. Ervin, who resigned ef
fective September 4, 1973. 

Since 1972, Mr. Hogan has been director of govern
ment relations, for Catholic University, in Washington, 
D.C. From 1971 to 1972, he was engaged in the private 
practice of law, served as a consultant on educational and 
environmental matters, and was professor of law at Dela
ware Law School, in Wilmington, Del. From 1969 to 
1971, he was counsel of the House Special Subcommittee 
on Education. 

From 1947 to 1952, Mr. Hogan Wa$ on the legal staff 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority, the Bureau of Land 
Management, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. From 
1952 to 1961, he was engaged in the private practice of 
law in The Dalles, Oreg., where he was twice elected Dis
trict Attorney ( 1956 and 1960). From 1961 to 1968, :\Ir. 
Hogan served as general counsel of the Bonne\-ille Power 
Administration, in Portland, Oreg.; as Associate Solicitor 
for Water and Power of the Department of the Interior, 
and as Legislative Counsel of the Depa~ent of the 
Interior. 

Mr. Hogan is married and has three daughters. The 
Hogans re.side in Bethesda, Md. 

NOTE : The announcement was relea.ed in San Clemente, Calif. 

frHE PRESIDENT'S.NEWS CON. FERENCE. OF L · AUGUST 22, 1973 

Held at the Western White Howt1 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

THE PRESIDENT. Ladies and gentlemen, I have an announcement before 
going to your questions. 

It is with the deep sense of not only official regret, but personal 
regret, that I announce the resignation of Secretary· of State William 
Rogers, effective September 3. A letter, which will be released to the 
press after this conference, will indicate my appraisal of his work as 
Secretary of State! 

I will simply say at this time that he wanted to leave at the con
clusion of the first 4 years. He agreed to stay on because we had some 
enormously important problems coming up, including the negotiations 
which resulted in the end of the war in Vietnam, the Soviet summit, the 
European Security Conference, as well as in other areas-Latin America 
and in Asia-where the Secretary of State, as you know, has been quite 
busy over these past 8 months. 

As he returns to private life, we will not only miss him, in terms of 
his official service, but I shall particularly miss him because of his having 
been, through the years, a very close personal friend and adviser. 

That personal friendship and advice, however, I hope still to have 
the benefit of, and I know that I will. 

1 For an exchange of letters between the President and Secretary of State Rogers, 
see page 1025 of this issue. 
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ell, ia ;1 telephone cali that I had with h:m immediately 
after it occurred, c:xpress.:d great chagrin that he had not 
run a ti:;ht enough shop, and that some of the boys, as he 
called rhem, got involved in this kind o( activity, which he 
kn.:w to be very, very embarrassing, apart from it~ illegal
ity, to the campaign. Throughout I would have expected 
~fr. ~!itchell to tell me in the eVt'nt that he was involved 
or that anybody else ,~as. He did not tell me. I don't hlame 
him for not telling me. He has given his reasoru; for not 
telling me. I regret that he did not, because he is exactly 
right. Had he told me, I would have blown my stack, just 
as I did at Ziegler the other day. [Laughter] . 

Q. 11r. President, I wonder, sir, how much personal 
blame, to what degree of per.;onal blame do yot1, accept 
for the climate in the White House, and at the reelection 
committee, for the abuses of Watergate? 

THE PRESIDENT. I accept it all 
Q. Mr. President, I want to state this question with 

due respect to your office, but also as directly as possible. 
THE PaESIDENT. That would be unusual. [Laughter] 
Q. I would like to think not. It concerns--

THE PRESIOENT. You are always respectful, Mr. 
·Rather. You know that. 

Q. Thank you, Mr:President. It concerns .the events 
surrounding Mr. Ehrlichman's contact, and on one occa
sion your own contact with the judge in the Pentagon 
Papers case, Judge Byrne. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 
Q. As I understand your .own explanation of events 

and putting together your statement with Mr. Ehrlich
man's testimony, and what Judge Byrne has said, what . 
happened here is that sometime late in March, March 17, 
I believe you said, you first found out about the break-in 
at the psychiatrist's office orMr. Ellsberg, that you asked 
to have that looked into, and that you later, I think in late 
April, instructed Attorney General Kleindienst to inform 

the judge. , 

Now, my question is this. If while the Pentagon Papers 
trial was going on, Mr. Ehrlichman secretly met once with 
the judge in that case, you secretly met another time the .· 
judge with Mr. Ehrlichman. Now, you are a lawyer, and 
given the state of the situation and what you knew, could 
you give us some reason why the American people should 
not bel:eve that that was at least a subtle attempt to bribe 
the judge in that case, and it gave at least the appearance 
or a lack or moral leader.;hip? 

THE PRES!DE:S:T. Well, I would say the only p:irt or 
your statement that is perhaps accurate is that I ,am a 
b,,,-er. Now, beyond that, Mr. R,,ther, kt me say .that 
with regard to the secret meeting that we had with the 
ju<l.;e, as he said, f met with the judge hriefly--arter all, 
J had appointed him io the po,ition- - I met him for per
hap, r,ne rninu1c mftsidc my door here in full view of the 
whole \\'hiLc House Staff, and cvcryl,udy ebe who W.l!l!Cd 
to,•:<:. I :,,kcd him how he liked his job, we did nut ,bcus, 
the CL · t:, ,111d lie w,:ni on for hi, 1t1ecting with ).Ir. 
E!,di<.:h~n;,.n. 

Now, why did the r.:eeting \,ith Mr. Ehrlichman take 
place? B.:cause we ha1.Ldetermined that Mr. Cray could 

. not be confirmed, as you will recall. \\'c were on a '!Carch 

for a Director of the FBI. :\lr. Kleindienst had been here, 
and I asked him what he would rr.commend with regard 
to a Director, . and I laid down certain qualifications. 

I said I wanted a man preferably with FBI experience, 
and preferably with prosecutor's expc:rience, and prcfer
ahly, if possible, a Democrat so that . we would have no 
problem on confirmation. He said, "The man for the job 
is Byme." He said, "He is the best man." I said, "Would 
you recommend him?" He said, "Yes." 

Under those circumstances then, Mr. Ehrlichman called 
Mr. Byrne. He said: Under no circumstances will we 
talk to you-he, Ehrlichman, will talk to you-if he felt 
that it would in any way compromise his handling of the 
Ellsberg case. . . 

Judge Bymc made the decision that he would talk.to 
Mr. Ehrlichman, and he did talk. to him privately, here. 
And on that occasion, he talked to him privately, the case' . 
was not discussed at all--only the question of whether or 
not, at the conclusion of this case, Mr. Byrne would like . 
to be considered as Director of the FBI. 

I understand, incidentally, that he told Mr. Ehrlichman . 
· that he would be interested. Of course, the way the things. 
broke eventually, we found another name with somewhat 
the same qualifications, althoug}:t, in this c;uc, not a judge. 

~ 
this case, a chief of police with former FBI e.'tpen. ·enc.e. · 

Now, with regard to the Ellsberg break-in, let me ex
ain that in terms of that, I discussed that on the tele

phone with Mr. Henry Petersen on the 18th of April. It 
was on the 18th of April that I learned that the grand 
jury was going away from some of its. Watergate investiga-
. tion and moving into national security areas. · 

I told Mr. Petersen at that time about my concern about 
the security areas, and particularly about the break-in as 
far as the Ellsberg case is concerned. . 

And then he asked me a very critical question, which 
you, as a nonlawyer will now understand, and lawyerS 
probably will, too. He said, "Was any evidence developed 
out of this investigation, out o( this break-in?" And I said, 
"No, it was a dry hole." He said, "Good." 

Now, what he meant by that was that in 'view of the 
fact that no evidence was developed· as a result of the 
break-in-which is, incidentally, illegal, unauthorized, as 
far as I was concerned, and completely deplorable-but 
since· no. e\idence was de\·doped, there was .no. r<'quire
ment that it be presented to chejury that was hearing the 
case. That was why l\Ir. P:-cr,.-1",.n, a m:i.n of impeccable 
credt:ntials in the law cnforcem~nt field, did not, at that 
time on the 18th, at a ti:ue: th.it I told him what l had 
known about the Ellsherg brr,1k-i11, say, "Lee's present it 
then to the grar.cl jmy," because nothing had hc:en ac-

ipli~hed, nothing had be.:n ohrnine .d th. at ,rnuld taint 
C:t."e. 
t wa, ap!lroximatdy IO ch)·s bter that :\[r. Kleindienst 

c;\111<' in .~n,I s:iic! that, afl, , , ;i n·,·i,·w of ! he situation in the 
pru><·n1tor's dTin: in \\'.i.sh,n .. ~t,,n. in which 1lr. Pcter<e.: 
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result of this information coming to his staff and had directed Henry 
Petersen to take charge and leave no s~one unturned; secondly, that he 
had accepted ref1uests from Haldeman, Ehrlichman and Dean to be 
placed on leave of absence. The President said drtually nothing about 
the statement. and after reading it told me to talk with Len Garment, 
who he said was also preparing a draft statement. 

After departing from the President's office, I called Mr. Garment 
and told him that th.e President had requested I give him my input on 
the draft he was developing. Mr. Garment said '11e would come by my 
office, which he did. I gave him a copy of the draft statement, and he 
t0Id me that he and I were thinking along similar lines, that is, that 
Haldeman, Ehrlichman, and Dean had to resign. I told him I was ready 
and willing but only if Haldeman and Ehrlichman resigned as well. 

CALL FROM THE PREsmExT--A.PRIL 17 

The next time I heard anything about the draft statement was on 
April 17, when the President called and informed me that he had 
decided not to request any resignations until after the grand jury took 
action and that he would issue a statement very shortly. That statement 
of April 17 is a matter of public record. I woulcl only like to point 
out one. or. two items about the statement. The President said that on 
:March 21, as a result of serious charges which came to his attention, 
some of which were publicly reported, he began an. intense new in
quiry into this whole matter. I would merely refer the committee's 
attention back to my e;trlier testimony as to what the President did 
after my report to him on March 21 as to the. 1'\,'bite House's deep 
invokement in the coverup. In short, the President conunenced no 
investigation at all. Rather, the President, Haldeman, and Ehrlichman 
commenced to protect themselves against the unraveling of the 
coverup. 

Secondly, I would also like to raise the paragraph that had been 
put in the statement that no one in a position of major importance in 
the administration should be given immunity from prosecution. ,Vhile 
this statement went virtually unnoticed in the public, it was wrv evi
dent to me what the President was saying: Dean will not be a witness 
against anyone so the Government might as well stop dealing with him. 

TI-IE DEAN SCAPEGOAT STATEl!ENT A~D REQUESTED RESIG~UTION 

On lfonday night, April 16, I had learned that the President had 
informed the Gowrnment that he allegedly had taped a conrersation 
in which I had told him I was seeking immunity from the Government 
in exchange for testimony on Haldeman and Ehrlichman. I have no 
recollection of en.•r telling: the President that I was so negotiatinl! with 
the Gm·ernment and the President told me wry s1wcifica1l:r that he 
did. not want. to do anything to interfere with any negotiations I was 
hadng with the GoYernment. 

lVlwn I lf'arn<'d this from my attorney f Sll/!'/!'f'Sted that l1e re<Jnest 
that the Go,·pnunent ca1l for tlw tape :md listen to the tap<' l>\'canse I 
told him it mnst he a refPrPnce to the meeting- I had "·ith the President 
on April lii and if that conwrsation "·ere taped the Gon•rnment ,,ould 
ham a 1wcHy good idea of thP dinwnsions of the casP tht•y "·pre dC'aling 
with. I was referring to the fact that the PrN,ident had mentioned 
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the million dollar conversation and the fact that he had talked to 
Colson about clemency for Hunt. I do not in fact know if such a tape 
exists but if it does exist and has not been tampered ,vith and is a com
plete transcript of the entire conversation that took place in the Presi
dent's office, I think that this committee should have that tape because 

. I believe that it would corroborate many of the things that this com
mittee has asked me to testify about. 

en the President issued his statement on April 11 in which he 
was quite obviously trying to affect any discussions I was having with 
the Government regarding my testimony by inserting the phrase 
therein regarding "no immunity" and combined with the fact that he 
had requested that I sign a virtual confession on Monday of that week, 
I decided that indeed I was being set up and that it was time that I 
let the word out that I would not be a scapegoat.' Accordingly, on April 
19, I isstied a statement to that effect. . .' 

After mv statement of April 19, I had virtually no contact with the 
members of the ,Vhite House staff. I did have ·occnsion to speak with 
l\Ir. Garment however. I recall asking him who had placed the "no 
immunity" paragraph in the President·s statement. Garment said while 
he did not know for certain, he believed that Ehrlichman had placed it 
in the draft because it had not been there in the earlier drafts, but W"as 
in the draft that emerged from Ehrlichman's consideration when 
Ehrlichman W"ent o,rer the final statement with the. President. 

On April 22, Easter ,Sunday, the President called me to wish me a 
Happy Ea. ster. It was what they refer to at the White House as a 
"stroking" call. · . · · 

On April 30, while out of the city, I had a call from my secretary in 
which she informed me that the wire senices were carrying a story 
that my resi~ation had been requested and accepted and that Halde
man and Ehrlichman were also resigning. 

:Mr. Chairman, this concludes mv rather lengthy statement. I apolo
gize again for its length, but I have sought to comply with the com
mittee's request to provide the committee with a broad oYerYiew of mv 
knowledge of this matter. · 

Senator ERYIX. Without objection on the part of any member of the 
committee. the chairman at this time will admit into eYidence all of 
the exhibits identified by the witness in the course of his testimony 
except exhibits Nos. 34-5, 34-6, 34-7, and 34--8 whose admissibility will 
be considered later by the committee. · 

The committee will stand in recess until 10 o'clock tomorrow 
morning. . 

[Whereupon. at 6 :05 p.m .• the committee recessed to recom·ene at 10 
n.m:, Tuesday, June ·26, 1973.] · 
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the million .dollar conversation and. the fact that he had talked to 
Colson about clemency for Hunt. I do not in fact know if such a tape 
exists but if it does exist and has not been tampered with and is a com-

. plete transcript of the entire conversationthat took place in the Presi
dent's office, I think that this committee should have that tape because 
I believe that it would corroborate many of the things that this com-
mittee has asked me to testify about. . . . - . r When the President issued his statement on April 17 in which he 
was quite ob,-iously trying to affect any discussions I was ha,-ing with 
the Government regarding my testimony by inserting the phrase 
therein regarding ~4no immunity" and combined with the fact that he 
had requested that I sign a virtual confession on l\Ionday of that week, 
I decided that indeed I was being set up and that it was time that I 
let the word out that I would not be a scapegoat. Accordingly, on April 
19, I issued a statement to that effect. 

After my statement of April 19, I · had virtually no contact with the 
members of the White House staff. I did have occasion to speak with 

-:Mr. Garment however. I recall asking him who had placed the "no 
immunity" paragraph in the Presidenf s statement Garment said while 
he did not know for certain, he believed that Ehrlichman had placed it 
in the draft because it had not been therein the earlier drafts, but was 

Un. the draft that e.merged from· Ehrlichman's c.onsideration·when 
Ehrlichman went q,ver the final statement with the President. 

On April 2-2, ·Easter Sunday, the President called me to wish me a 
Happy Easter. It was what they refer to at the White House as a 
"stroking" call. . . · · :. · · · •· 

On April 30, while out of the city, I had a call from mv secretary in 
which she informed me that the wire services were carrying a story 
that my resignation had been requested and accepted and that Halde-
man and Ehrlichman were also resigning. · · 

l\Ir. Chairman, this concludes my rather lengthy statement. I apolo
gize a~ain for its length, but I have sought to comply with the com~ 
mittee's request to provide the committee with a broad o\·erriew of mv 
knowledge of this matter. • 

Senator ERVI~. Without objection on the part of any member of the 
committee, the chairman at this time will admit into evidence all of 
the exhibits identified bv the·witness in the course of his testimonv . 
except exhibits Nos. 34-5, 34--6, 34-7, and 34-8 whose admissibility will 
be considered later by the committee. · 

The committee will stand in recess until '10 o'clock tomorrow 
~m~ . . . 

[Whereupon. at 6 :05 p.m., the committee recessed to reconvene at 10 
a.m.~ Tuesday, June 26, 1973.] 
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l 

about which you testified with any person? 

A. No, sir. 

Q, Pardon me? 

A. I 
Q, You just went back .and you 'had no discussion about ! 

f 
i 
I 

the fact of your testifying or about any of the substance about I 
which you testified? 

A. Well, I had discussion that . I was here testi.:fying 

two days ago, but in accordance with instr.uctions from counsel, 

I .did not discuss any elements of my testimony. 

MR. ST. CLAIR: If Your Honor please, I thi~ I 

should disclose for the Court that I said to him yesterday that 

I thought he did a good job. If that is discussing it --

THE COURT: All right. Thank you !"or bringing that 

to our attention. 

Let us proceed. 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

Q, Mr. Bull, did there come a time when you had a 

conversation with Agent Sims immediately after John Dean 
f 

announced in a report carried widely in the press . that he wouldf 

not be made a scapegoat in the Watergate matter, in wnich you 

asked Mr. Sims whether Mr. Dean to rt.r. Sims' knowledge knew 

about the White House taping system? 

A. I have a vague recollection of such an inquiry, 

although I cannot fix a date as to ,·1hen it micht have taken 
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place. 

Q,_ You remember having such a conversation? 

A. The news account that appeared yesterday did 

a vague recollection. 

Q, The news account of Iv'lr. Sims' testimony? 

Q, And do you recall initiating that request for 

information· of Mr. Sims on y.our own or did some-0ne ask ypu to 

make such an inquiry? 

A. I really don't have any direct recollection as to 

why I asked that. 

Q, You don't know why you asked that question of 

Mr. Sims immedi2.tely after Iv'lr. Dean made his 11 I will not be a 

scapegoat" statement? 

A. I don't have a direct recollection of prec~sely 

Q, What does direct recollection mean., Mr. Bull? 

Do you remember anything about it or not? 

I 
I 
I 

A. A direct recollection in my interpretation would be . 

. do I remember precisely why I asked the question., whe:e I asked 

the question and what precisely I asked. 

Q, I didn't ask you to be that precise. 

THE COURT: Wait a minute., counsel. Keep your 

voice down. 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

Do you have any recollection of the circumstances 
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under which you asked that question, Mr. Bull, whether it be 

precise, whether it be vague or hazy? 

A. My vague recollection is that I asked the question 

out of pure curiosity. 

Q Then yo~ don't have a vague recollection or any ' 

other kind or a recollecti-on or d1scuss1ng whether you aought 

to make such an inquiry of Mr. Sims with anypne? 

A. That is correct. 

Q · And why did you have this sudden ·curiosity? · 

M~. ST. CLAIR: If' Your Honor please, I object. 

THE COURT: I will overrule the objection. 

THE WITNESS:. The question was, and why would I 

ask that question? 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

Q Why did you have that curiosity at that time? 

A. I am basically a curious person • 

. Q Did you ask anyone else the same question? 

A. Since I don't have a direct recollection or the 

precise question there, I don't recall asking anyone else. 

MR. BEN-VENISTE: Your Honor, may the witness be 

instructed to answer the question without his own modifying 

"precise" and "direct" prerequisites? We are asking for his 

recollection in broad terms here. 

THE COURT: Well, give ' us your best recollecti.on • 

. If you want to explain anything, I will let you explain. 
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79. On April 19, 1973 the President met with Richard Moore. They 

discussed the President's public statement of April 17 and the fact that 

on March 20, 1973 Dean and Moore discussed Dean's telling the President 

about the Watergate matter. Moore has testified that the President 

said that he had told Dean that to raise money for the Watergate 

defendants was not only wrong but stupid. Moore told the President 

that Dean had shown him a list of individuals who might be indicted, and 

that Dean had said that Ehrlichman' s problem might be involved with the 

Ellsberg case. The President responded that the White House investigation 

of Ellsberg had to be.done because J. Edgar Hoover could not be counted 

on as he was a close friend of Ellsberg's father-in-law. 

Page 
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Mr. LENZNER. 1Vell, did he say anything else? .. 
Mr: .MooRE. · I think I told you that I cannot recall whether at that 

time, having now learned about the break-in and having heard about 
it, whether Ellsberg was synonymous with the break -in or whether 
I would now attach that to it. I have been puzzled about it and I will 
acknowledge that I don't recall whether-----Mr. Dean was often cryptic 
and I don 't remember that he said anything more than Ehrlichman's 
trouble may be Ellsberg', · 

Mr. LENZNER. The trial of that case was on that time. Did you ask . 
him what Ehrlich.man's relationship to Ellsberg was? He surely was · 
not on trial with him. What was the relationship 1 . 

Mr. }looRE. I do not know. As I sa.:y; it is possible that he mentioned 
it but! cannot pin that dmm and this would have been April 14. 

, Mr. LENZNER. 1Yell, did you ask him any questions on that subject 
of Ehrlichman's relationship to Ellsberg? . 

~Ir. M:ooRE. No, no, I was--no. · 

Rfr. LENzxER. Did you tell anybody about that mattertDidyou tell 
President about 1t, the possibility of Mr. Ehrlichman. 's involve

nt with Ellsberg, which was rather vague in your mind? 
Mr. MOORE. Yes. 
Mr. LE..~ZNER. Did you tell the President? 
Mr. MooRE. Yes . 

. Mr. LENZNER. "\Vhen did you tell the President? 
Mr. MOORE. On August 19-pardon, April 19. . 
Mr. LENZNER. About 5 days after you learned of it;is thatcorrect 1 
Mr~ MOORE. l think it was that soon, yes. · . 
Mr. LENZNER. . What did you tell the P.resident and who else was 

present 1 · .. _ · · 
Mr. MooRE. I was the only one with the President, arid it was 2 days 

,dter his April 17 statement and we had a discussion about it, we had 
a conversation and that is what it was. 

Mr. LENZ:11,""ER. Well, do you recall what specifica.lly you said about 
Mr. Ehrlichman's involvement with the Ellsberg case! 

Mr. MooRE. Yes. Well, you say specifically. 
Mr. LENZNER. Well, to the best of your recollection, Mr. Moore. 
Mr .. MooRE. I am trying to recall and I want to be careful aboutthe 

-circumstances. I told him that Mr. Dean had shown me this list, and I 
recalled the names from memory, I did not cover them all, I mentioned 
the names that I remembered, and I simplv said that I did not under
stand it or I did not understand how realistic it was. In discussing the 
names I said Dean-had told me that apparently in his opinion, Mr. 
Ehrlichman's problem might be im·olved with the Ellsberg case. 
"Whether by then ,J knew about the Ellsberg break-in, I do not know. I 
do-not think I said break-in. I think I said Ellsberg or the Ellsberg 
case . 

. Mr. LENZNER. What was'the President's reaction to that1 What did 
he say to you at that time 1 

Mr. l\fooRE. He said that, of course, im·estigation of Ellsberg had 
had to be done be('ause Mr. HooYer could not be counted-on domg it 
because Mr. Hoover was a close friend of · :Mr. Ellsberg's father
father-in-law. 

Mr. LENZNER. Father-in-law, yes, sir. Go ahead, what else did he 
say~ · 
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. L·Mr. Moou. Th~t is all he said. · · · 
Mr. LENZND. Well, what relationship did that .have with Mr. Ehr

lichmaJL's involvement with Mr. Ellsberg1 Did he tell you that Mr. 
Ehrlichma.n had an investigation conducted by this so-called Plumb
ers group because Mr. Hoover could not be relied upon himself! · 

Mr. Mooiu:. Well, I am not-I was not a student of the Ellsberg case 
and I do not remember the dates or the procedures. The question was 
that, the point was that, the White House had set up a security opera
tion to investigate Mr. El1sberg's activities in leaking top-secret docu
ments and possibly giving them to a foreign embassy of the other 
great superpower, and that the President said in view of the fact that 
Mr. Hoover would not undertake this investigation, the White House 
undertook it, and he did not-I think that was about aJI he said. 

:Mr. LENZNER . Did he say that he-knew that there had been a break-
in of Dr. Ellsberg's psychiatrist i . 

Mr. l\fooRE. No, he did not. 
Mr. LENZNER. Was it your impression that he did know¥ 
Mr. MooRE. I have long since learned not to try to draw impres

sions from the President in that fashion. I did not say anything about a . . . 
Mr. LENZNER. Now, are you aware of the fact that during Mr. 

Richardson's confirmation hearings on May 22, in response· t.o a ques
tion from Senator Bvrd, Mr. Richardson said the President and he 
had spoken on Sunday, April 25, and the President told him he had 
found out about.the break-in on April 25. ·were. you aware of thnt ·· 
testimonyf 

Mr. MooRE. No. 
,Mr. LENZNER. I have no more questions at this time, }Ir; Chairman. 
Senator ERVIN. The committee will stand ,in recess until 10 o'clock 

tomorrow. , 
" [Where~pon at 4 :55 p.m., the committee recessed to ,reconvene at .. 

10 a.m., Friday, July 13, 1973.] . 
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Mr. MooRE. All right, either late the 19th as I testified or early on 
the 20th so it was quite fresh in my mind when we met with the Presi-
dent, in the early afternoon of the 20th. · 

Mr. THo:MPSON. What did he tell you about what Hunt was doing 
then? · 

Mr. MooRE,He didn't. He just said that if he didn't get this money 
by Wednesday 2 the 21st, he started out by saying and he wants it be
fore, he wants 1t deposited or put into his account or something before 
he gets sentenced, in fact he wants it by Wednesday, that would have 
been Wednesday the 21st because the sentencing was on l\farch 23, 
and--

Mr. THOMPSON. Is this new Hunt situation the thing that finally 
caused you to tell Dean what you told him i 

Mr. MooRE. It was the firsf,penetrating, illegal, clear situation 
because, first of all, a demand, and the money amount that he men
tioned was enormous, I don't remember the numbers, I have heard 
since that it was in excess of $100,000, and that it had been communi
cated to Dean, he didn't tell me who communicated it to him nor did 
he tell me what the nature of it was. 

Now, I had a pattern with Mr. Dean, as I said, who was very, who 
always had been very restrained in ~ving me any details and that 
he was doing that for my benefit ana I appreciated it. But I had a 
habit of not probing because I got nowhere, I got turneaoff. In this 
case I didn't hf);ve to probe, I already was aware that something was· 
going on, and { had thou~ht of it in terms of possibly committing peo
ple or outside people, still didn't believe it had reached the ·white 
House, that here was a case where this was coming, this blackmail 
effort was being aimed at the White House and the information, what
·ever it was, was going to presumably involve the ·white House and 
I said no matter what he says it can't be worse than getting into a 
blaclanail. 

Mr. THOMPSON. All right, did you ever talk to the President your-

l
lf about these matters 9 
Mr. MooRE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. THOMPSON. When, 
Mr. MooRE. I had a conversation with the President about that on 

April 19. 
Mr. THOMPSON. All right. . 
Mr. MooRE. By the way, I had five meetings with the President and 

I have got the dates in mind, you know, in this period so this was 
April 19. · 

Mr. THoM:PSON. All right. 
Mr. MooRE. Five, and ,vith Dean and this one is a later one, April 19. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Tell us about the conversation you had with the 

President on April 19. 
Mr. l\fooRE. Well, when I came in to see him, he had issued his 

April 17 statement that serious new charges had come to his atten
tion, and so on. So when I came in I said, and he had said that they 
came to him l\farch 21, I said "'Vell, that was"-I paid him a com
pliment about the statement in terms of what the reactions I had 
heard and I sa.id "I note that l\farch 21 date. I, ,T ohn Dean, must 
have been the source of those charges,'' and he said something to the 
effect "Oh, did you know about that" and I said "Yes." I said "After 

(1504) 



79.1 RICHARD MOORE TESTIMONY~ JULY 12., 13, _1~73 :, / SSC 
1961-62, 1982~83 ~-~~~ 

1983 
. . . . 

we met with you the day before John and I talked about it," and · 
I said "I urged him to go in and tell you,7' and he said, "In fact he 
told me ·you called him that very night." He said "Yes, I did," .and 
I said "Now the thing that got me committed was that blackmail 
business with Hunt, did he tell you about.that~" He said ''Yes , yes, he 
mentioned that, that is what he sa.id,':' and he said "Imagine," and 
ag-ain no quotation marks please, I have to give you my recollection, . 
and he said, I think, "Imagine" or "just think of that," he said "I told 
him it was not only wrong but stupid. That you can't do that. First 
of all the demands never stop" and he said "Dean .said this could 
go on," and the words "to a million dollars." The President said: "That · 
isn't the point. Money i's not the point. You could raise money, money 
is not the point, it's wrong, we could not, shouldn't consider it and 
it's stupid because the truth comes out anyway." 

Now I don't know, he didn'~that was his comment to me. 
Mr. THOMPSON. These will be further explored. 
Mr. MooRE. Yes. 

L
. Mr. THOMPSON. But to go on as succinctly as we can, lets explore 

the other meetings. briefly that you had with the President after 
that. 

Mr. MooRE. I had a brief meeting with him the next day, April 20. 
And then I had another meeting with him--

Mr . THOMPSON. What did you talk about on April20~ · 
Mr. l\IooRE. On April 20 I sought this meeting, and I-· -
Mr. THO:ltPSON. You sought this meeting~ 
Mr. MooRE. Yes. 
Mr. THOMPSON. The only meeting which you sought is the one we 

are talking about with the President 1 . · 
Mr. MooRE. Yes. 
Mr. THOl\rPSON. Go ahead. 
Mr. MooRE. And he was leaving for Key Biscayne at 12 :15, I think, 

and I sought it by going to Mr. Ziegler's office because I knew Ron 
was going to go in to see the President and I said. "Would you ask 
if he could give me 5 minutes before he goes to Florida," and Ron 
came back and said, "Stand by. He would like -to see you." 

And I went in and I said, "l\fr. President, I have been thinking 
about the whole thing." 

Mr. THO:l-IPSON. ·was this in the Ova.I Office! 
Mr. l\fooRE. Oval Office standing by the door and the helicopter at 

one point the whirling started. · · 
Mr. THOMPSON. Was he getting ready to go~ 
Mr. MooRE. He was standing up just the two of us. 
)fr. THOMPSON. Do you know whether or not you were logged mi 
Mr . l\fooRE. Yes, sir, I believe I was- . 
Mr. Tno:11Psox. All right. Go ahead. 
Mr. MooRE. And he said, "Dick, I understand you wanted to see 

me." 
I said, "Y es, sir. You are going down for that Easter weekend and 

it is a good time to contemplnte t ~indJ think I made a reference about, 
")fay be this is the sort of a resnrrection of the whole thing we -are 
talking abont." -

At least I !!ave him a little. inst that eomment. Then I said. "The 
reason I want ed to see you, sir: is I h:we been thinking about this whole 
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APRIL 19, 1973 
CA!-!P DAVID, 
MARYLAND 

8:15 

8:51 

8:55 

9:31 

9:31 
9:32 

Tl!',IE 

<M 

8:53 

9:28 

10:12 . 
10:12 

10:12 11:07 

11:08 11:09 

· 1:13 

11:13 12:29 

TIMI! DAY 

8:15 a.m. THURSDAY 
PHONE 

P=-Pl.1.ccd 
R.- Rcccivcd ACTIVlTY 

Lo LD 

The President had breakfast on the Aspen sun porch. 

The President motored from Aspen Lodge to the Camp David 
helipad. 

The Pre"sident flew by helicopter from Cam_p David. Maryland to 
y - .-•· the South Grounds of the Wnite~ House. L For a list of 

/ p_assengers, see APPENDIX "A." _j 

,.i..- The President, accompanied by his Assistant", H. R.. Hal.deman, 
went to th~ Oval Office. 

,,.. The . President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 

,,.. The President met with Assistant Attorney Genera1 Ben-ry E. 
Petersen. 

The Presid~nt met with hls Assistant, Henry A. K:issinger. 

The President went to the Cabinet Room. 

The President met to discuss emigration policies concerning 
Soviet Jews with All!erican Jewish leaders. For a 1ist of 
attendees, see APP~'DIX "B." · 

White nouse photographer, ixliou~ 

12:29 The Prasident, accompanied by his Press Secretary, Ronald L. 

12:29 12:48 

1:03 1:30 

1:30 

1:34 

1:36 

1:39 

1:40 

1:45 

l: _48 

1:41 

1:41 

1:46 

1 :50 

p 

p 

p 

"I, 

\. 

,.v 

Ziegler, returned to the Ova1 Office. 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President met wit:li Mr. Ehrlichman. 

The President went to the Rose Garden. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler. 

Tne President met with Staff Assistant Thomas Hart. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. ' (' & I~ -

J,._ ,IL- . .fu:.J. t;k'-'-4fcZ'"' J A';__, _.,_.·~- -
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THE WHITE HOUSIE 

PL\CE DAY BEGA.'f 

CAf!P DAVID, 
MARYLA.'ID 

la 

1:57 

2:05 

3:38 

-3:46 

5:01 

5:03 

5:10 

5:15 

5:43 

5:53 

5:58 

6:00 

TIME 

6:03 . , 

6:03 

6:17 

7:05 

8:13 

8:16 

8:26 

8:26 

1:58 

2:08 

5:00 

5:03 

5:04 

5:45 

5:45 

5:54 

5:59 

6:03 

6:13 .. 

8:13 

7:25 

8:26 

9:32 

PHONE 
p.- Ph.ced 

R-&cccivcd 

lo LO 

PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 
(Ste Tuvl'l Rccr,c~ for Tu••l A<livity) 

ACTIVITY 

,. .. l \1' 
.,, 1 \ .... 

DATE (Mo.. ·0.1, ·Y,.) · l 
APRIL 19, 1973 
TIMI! DAY 

1:57 p.m. THURSDAY 

..,, The President met with his- Special Assistant:, Stephen B. Bull •. 

R The President talked with Mr. Kissinger. 

p 

p 

p 

R 

The President requested that his: Special Counsel,. :Richard A .. 
Moore, join hia. 

The President: met with Mr. Moore. 

The President met with Mr, Bull. 

~i... The President talked .. with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

The President telephoned his daughter, .Jul.ie. tha call was 
not completed. 

The President met with Mr.· ElirlichlDaa •. 

The President talked -with his daughter-, ~u1ie. 

1,_i-- Thia Pr .esident met with Mr.- Bull. 

P ,.v The President talked with . Mr. Ehrlichman. · 

R ,i... The President talked with Mr. Ehrlic:hman. 

II 

The President went to West Executive Avenue. 

The President motored from West Executive Avenue to Pier One 
of the Washington Navy Yard. -

The President went boating on the Sequoia. 

The President .had -dinner on board. 

The Sequoia docked at Pier ·One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President mo:ored from the Washington Navy Yard to West 
Executive Avenue, 

The President returned to his office in the EOB, 

The President met with: 
John J . Wilson, attornay for 'Whiteford, Hart> Carmody 

and Wilson 
Frank H. Strickler ., attorney for lfuiteford, Hart. 

Carmody and Wilson 
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PLACli O.\Y BEG~~ 

CAMP DAVID, 
1-L.\.RYLAND 

TIME 

i:.. o., 

9:37 9:53 

9:54 

9:59 

10:54 11:04 

PHON'E 
P=Pl.accd 

R=-R...*CC"ind 

Lo LO 

p ~ 

p ... 

R . 

DATE (Mo .• 0•7 . Y, . ) 

APRIL 19. 1973 
TIME DAY 

9:37 p.m. TilURSDAY 

ACTIVITY 

The President talked with Mr. Ha1deman. 

The President telephoned Mr. Ehrlichmai:i. l'he call was not 
completed. 

The President returned .to the second floor Residence. 

The President talked with Mr •. Ehrlicbman. 

CO/S'l:[/JD 
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HELICOPTER HANIFEST 
April 19., 1973 

FROM: CAMP DAVID, Kf\.RYL&'ID 

President Nixon 
H. R. Haldeman 
John D. Ehrlichman 

TO: SOUTII GROUNDS OF IRE 
'WHITE HQUSE 

Dr. William M. Lukash, Personal Physician 
Maj. John V.. Brennan, Military Ai.de 
Manolo Sanchez 
usss 
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80. On April 19, 1973 from 8:26 to 9:32 p.m. the President met with 

John Wilson and Frank Strickler, attorneys for H. R. Haldeman and John 

Ehrlichman. There was a discussion of the case against Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman. 

The Connnittee has requested the tape recording and other 

evidence of this conversation. The President has provided an edited 

transcript of that recording. A summaryof that transcript has been 

prepared. 

Page 

80.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 19, 1973, 
Exhibit 50, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••• 1512 

80.2 House Judiciary Conunittee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
among the President. John Wilson and Frank 
Strickler, April 19, 1973, 8:26 - 9:32 p.m ••••••••• 1515 
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ll:08 

1:13 

ll:13 

12:29 

12:29 

1:03 

1:30 

1:34 

1:36 

1:39 

1:40 

1:45 

1:48 

Tlcl,IE 

Out 

8:53 

9:28 

10:12 
10:12 

11:07 

11:09 

12:29 

12:48 

1:30 

1:41 

1:41 

1:46 

1:50 

APRIL 19 • 1973 
TIM!! DhY 

8:15 a.m. THURSDAY 
PHONE 

p ... Pbccd 
R-..R.cceivcd ACTIVITY 

Lo LO 

p 

p 

p 

'Ihe President had breakfast on the Aspen sun porch. 

'Ihe President motored from Aspen Lodge to the Camp David 
helipad. 

The President flew by helicopter from CamJ? David, Maryland to 
_.--the South Grounds of the White House. LFor a list of 

/V passengers, see APPENDIX "A." J 
-."' 'Ihe President, accompanied by his Assistant ·, H. R. Haldeman, 

went to the Oval Office • 

• v The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 

t" The President met witn Assistant Attorney General Henry E. 

" 

,/ 

Petersen. 

The President met with hls Assistant, Henry A. Kissinger. 

The President went to the Cabinet Room. 

The President met to discuss emigration policies concerning 
Soviet Jews with Ai:!erican Jewish leaders. For a list of 
attendees• see APPE'.'.'DIX "R." 

w-nite House photographer, iniouc 

The President, accompanied by his Press Secretary, Ronald L. 
Ziegler, returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with }[r. Ziegler. 

The President met witli Mr. Ehrlichman. 

The President went to the Rose Garden. 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked .:ith Nr. Ziegler. 

T'ne President met with Staff Assistant Thomas Hart. 

The President tal ked with Hr. Ziegler. 

The President talked with ~lr. Ehrlichman. 
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The President met with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. Bu:Ll. 

The .President talked with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President requested that his Special Counsel. Richard A. 
Moore, join him. 

,~ The President met with Mr. Moore. 

" The President met with Mr. Bull. 

":, The President talked with Mr. Ehrlich:11an. 

The President telephoned his daughter, Julie. The call was 
not completed. 

" The President met with Mr. · Ehrlic:hman. 

R The President talked with his daughter, Julie. 

p 

R 

"·v ~ President met with Mr. Bull. 

... v The President talked with Mr. Ehrllchman. 

• v The President talked with Mr. EhrUchman. 

"' 

The President went to West Executive Avenue. 

The President motored from West Executive Avenue to Pier One 
of the l-lashington Navy Yard. ·· 

'l11e President went boating on the Sequoia. 

The President had · dinner on board. 

'111e Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President motored from the Washington Navy Yard to West 
Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: 
John J. Hilson, attorney for Whiteford, F.art, Car=dy 

and Wilson 
Frank H. St:rickler, attorney for Whiteford, Hart, 

Carmady 2nd Wilson 

o ..... 2 _, 3 'D . ~ . , . .. 

_ (1513) 



80,l PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 19, 1973, EXHIBIT 50, 
IN RE GRAND JURY1 MISC. 47-?3 

..---------------P-R_E_S_ID_E_N_T_R_IC_H_A_R=-D=--:N-:-:IX 70-:-N-:-,:-:S:-:D-:A-1-:-LY::--:D::-l:-:A:-:R-:Y:----- - ---
TH~ WHt TE HOUSE 

txe Tuvel Record for Travel Activi~ ) 

PL' .c..E D.W BEGAN DATE (Mo .• D,y. Y, . ) 

APRIL 19, 1973 
CA.NP DAVID, TIME DAY 

W,RYLAND 9:37 p.c. THURSDAY 
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9:37 9:53 p "' The President talked with Mr. Haldeman. 

9;54 p v The President telephoned Mr. Ehrlichmari. The call was not 
completed. 

9:59 The President returned _ to the second floor Residence. 

10:54 11:04 R " The President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

CD/SN/JD 

P- _]_ ol _J __ P•••l•l-

(1514) 

\ 



80.2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPJ' OF APRIL 19, 1973, 8:28-9:32 P.M. MEETING 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 
APRIL 19, 1973, 8:26 P.M. -- 9:32 P.M. 

On April 19, 1973 the President met in his EOB office from 8:26 to 

9:32 P.M. with John J. Wilson and Frank H. Strickler, attorneys 

retained by Haldeman and Ehrlichman. The President asked Wilson and 

Strickler to tell him "where it · stands" both from the "standpoint of the 

people you are representing and from the standpoint of the Presidency •••• " 

The President remarked about "one of those things where people with 

the best of intentions--! mean everybody. John Mitchell I love •.•• 

He did things here, you know, that were (unintelligible) on a less, here 

we have people who got involved--tangentially." (p. 3) Wilson indicated 

they had made a visit to the District Attorney's office that afternoon. 

Wilson said Haldeman had written a memo "which boils down the 

sensitive area ••• to the matter of $350,000." ·The President said he was 

aware of that, · and had questioned Haldeman very thoroughly on all things 

himself. Wilson said that Haldeman said Dean had come to him and told him 

of the need for the money to help alleviate families and to pay for legal 

counsel for the Watergate defendants. Later, Haldeman told Wilson according 

to Wilson, "when the money was ~ransferred over to the Committee, he just 

wanted to be rid of it. And he had no intention as to where it might go. 

And that's that. 11 

Wilson then said "we said to him that we don't doubt that--about the 

truthfulness," but went on to suggest that it could look questionable to a 

jury, and Strickler added that it could become ·an issue "depending upon 

·how the testimony comes out of the various people •••• " : :(pp. 4-5) 
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Wilson said Haldeman said "wait a minute ••• what is this sin? 

What is wrong with this?", and they told him that "by a far stretch, 

this might be something of accessory after the fact to a conspiracy at 

the Watergate." (p. 5) The President, Wilson and Strickler agreed 

that the argument of the prosecution would concern "the motive as to 

whether he gave it to Dean with the knowledge and with the intent of 

keeping the defendants quiet." (p. 6) Strickler said they did not know 

what Dean will say on this but "in our thinking, we assume the worst." 

The President said "Exactly. Absolutely." Wilson said "Now, we are old 

prosecutors, Mr. President," and that "we think this is not a case, 

according to our standards •••• This is not an indictable case against 

Bob." (p. 6) On the other hand, Wilson said, "bear in mind that we have 

got a group of zealots ••• particularly Seymour Glanzer who is a fire-

eating prosecutor, and ••• these zealots always shoot for the top." (p. 6) 

The President said, "in other words, they may indict even though they don't 

think they can (unintelligible)," and Wilson said "That's it exactly." (p. 7) 

Wilson and Strickler affirmed that if it goes to court they might be 

able to defend Haldeman on the evidence they now have-. The President 

referred to a letter to LaRue and Strickler said they had that. 

Strickler said Haldeman and Ehrlichman were wonderful fellows, and 

the President agreed and said "they tell the truth, too." Turning to 

Ehrlichman's situation, Wilson referred to Hunt's sa:leand a pistol there, 

some electronic equipment which Bob didn't think was for bugging, that was more 
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recording than bugging, and a batch of papers which Wilson called 

"sensitive or semi-sensitive in nature." The President said "Sensitive 

in what respect--political or other?" Wilson said "I don't think it 

was as much political as it was--didn't he have something to do with 

national security?" The President said yes. Strickler said "I think 

it was a mixture of both." (p. 9) Wilson said ''Was it--guess it might 

have been," and the President said, "yeah." 

Strickler said the FBI was brought in and they got the pistol, the 

bugging equipment and large quantity of papers, and the . President said 

"Which they gave to Dean--I mean to Gray. 11 Wilson said ''Well, presumaBly , 

not this particular sensitive area..'' The President said "Oh," and Wi:ls1>n 

said, "Gray, as the head of the department, may have seen it. But this i:s, 

not the particular instance where we see Gray. Uh, Dean held Back some 

papers." {p. 9) 

Wilson ·said "they" .gave most of the papers to the . FBI, and the 

President said "Thank goodness, they did that." Wilson and Strickler 

agreed "It was promptly done." {p. 10) Strickler indicated that 

Ehrlichman said that later on Dean informed him he was holding back other 

papers. Wilson then said that "Dean bad a little envelope which was 

unopened as far as John . was concerned. He was unaware of its contents. 

And Gray was sent for," at Dean's suggestion or maybe Ehrlichman's. 

According to Wilson, Dean handed Gray a package of papers "which as 

I say for John's purpose was sealed" and "he never saw the contents." 
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Gray took the package, according to Wilson, and left -~ The meeting 

did not last over four minutes. At some later time not specified in 

the transcript, according to Wilson, Gray approached Ehrlichman and said, 

"I want you to not mention the fact that I received those papers." 

Ehrlichman, Wilson said, told Gray, "Well, I can't do that." Ehrlichman 

further said "This was a--you were .(unintelligible) in this somewhere. 

I didn't know where it was - -I never asked you what was in it." (p. 11) 

And, Wilson said, Gray replied "Well, I'm embarrassed because I destroyed 

it." And Wilson said, "Now this is Gray's fault." (p. 11) The President 

said "Terrible damned. thing to do." Wilson said "Oh terrible." (p. 11) 

There was then some discussion to the effect that Gray had testified to 

the contrary or told Petersen the contrary. (pp. 11-12) 

Wilson said, "John LEhrlichmaE_/ left a rather equivocal response to the 

request. He called him back, upon re.fleeting, and said, .. 'Look, I want 

you to laow that I have got the question of papers. :'" Then Wilson said, "Gray 

got to Petersen and said, 'look, I did get it. And I destroyed it."' (p. 12) 

The President said "I guess the only basis Gray could say that it was 

political stuff and I didn't want to appear--pretty bad." 

Wilson then told the President that · he did nottrust Petersen. Wilson 

said "We both had had one experience with him," and recounted that experience. 

Wilson then turned to what he called "the second phase . of John . 

Ehrlichman" which was "the idea of raising funds." (p. 13) The President 

said "Which he was approached on," Wilson said "Yes, and this was not to come· 
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out of the three-fifty." The President said Ehrlichman "didn't know about 

the three-fifty." Wilson said, "Oh, I think he knew about it ••. he nrust 

have according to the--", and the President said 11Well, what I meant 

is, it wasn't his field." The President said "Raising money and Dean 

says, 'Can I talk to Kalmbach,' and he said, 'Yes,'" and Wilson said 

Kalmbach went out and did raise the money. Wilson said "these matters 

involving John alarm us even less ••• than Bob's do," from the criminal 

side. The President said "He said they come to him and they say, look here. 

I'm going to raise some money. And Kalmbach her.e suggest okay. You mean 

that doesn't make him guilty of something'Z" Wilson said, let's go back 

to the accessory after the fact idea, and that this gets even removed 

further than the release of the White House funds to be used for that 

purpose. Wilson said, "Now this ••• contrast is not to be taken as making 

any great division between Haldeman and John," because 11our judgment is 

that neither one can be successfully prosecuted." (pp. 13-14) 

There was a discussion of the concept of a non-indicted co-conspirator 

which Wilson explained to the President. (pp. 15-16) The President said 

"Well, for Bob and John--if they put them on that list--it kills them .•• 

from the standpoint of the public." Wilson then reported on their meeting 

that day with Glanzer, Campbell, and Silbert of the U.S. Attorney's 

office. Wilson said Glanzer seemed surprised that Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

had engaged Wilson, and that they gave Wilson a little encouragement. 

Wilson also said Glanzer suspected they were possibly representing John 
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Mitchell and Wilson told Glanzer that wasn't so. Wilson reported they 

asked Glanzer questions but Glanzer "was a little tight today because 

he was in the presence of his superior," and that they had found him 

more loose and perhaps on other occasions they would be able to get him 

alone. 

Wilson reported that Glanzer said he planned to have an office 

interview with Haldeman and Ehrlichman which would not be recorded, that 

Wilson and Strickler could be present, and that neither the prosecutors 

nor the counsel would take notes. Wilson said Glanzer said "We want to 

know what they will say before we take them before the Grand Jury -- if we 

go." The President replied that Petersen told him they were going to be 

called before the Grand Jury, and Wilson said this is possible. (p. 15) 

Wilson said then later Silbert entered the meeting and "qualified 

Glanzer" by saying we are going to have to talk to the Department of 

Justice about the interview, meaning whether there would be any interview 

of Haldeman and Ehrlichman. Wilson also said Silbert said he saw from 

the papers that Ehrlichman had been conducting investigations. (pp. 16-18) 

A discussion followed containing several unintelligibles rendering 

the meaning unclear, after which Wilson said the prosecutors volunteered 

that "these leaks from the grand jury were irritating the hell out of them." 

(p. 19) Wilson indicated the prosecutors blamed the leaks on the court 

reporter, and the President and Wilson suggested their disbelief at this as 
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the likely source. Wilson said at the end of the discussion they got 

it "pretty well committed there that . (unintelligible) permitted. The 

interview would come first." (p. 20) And Wilson said Silbert said the 

prosecutors would "get around to this" before the Ervin Committee 

hearings began. (p. 21) 

Some discussion followed about Glanzer, the President saying he 

is obviously rough and Wilson, agreeing, said he exaggerates and at times 

does not tell the truth and at other times tells half the truth. Wilson 

said Hunt was before the Grand Jury this afternoon, and · the President 

asked "What happened? Of course, nobody knows what happened." (p. 22) 

The President said ·"Let me say my good friend Len Garment and some 

others think that ••• Dean out there is a loose cannon--". Strickler said 

yes, and the President said "Threatening, and all that sort of thing. And 

I think obviously what is happening-and I think that Glanzer and Silbert 

are giving, trying to give, Dean an incentive to lie in order to get · 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman. Dean is scared and Dean is capable of doing that. 

Do you agree with that?" Strickler said "I think so," and the President 

said "And Mitchell told him . so. But of course that wouldn't get him out 

of it. There's no way he'd (unintelligible) criminal, (unintelligible)." 

At this point Wilson said, "(unintelligible) see if this 

(unintelligible) I don't know whether Frank wants to talk to you about 

it. When I was at that meeting today, I had a feeling ••• that ••• Ehrlichman 

and Haldeman are really not (unintelligible)." The President said 

"But Petersen certainly ind.Lcated ••• last Sunday" that Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman should resign. The President said, "But my point is we 
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have very great pressures ••• and say .that Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

destroyed in the public mind and they'll say breach of a public 

trust •••• I don't want to do anything that would jeopardize their 

case." (pp. 23-24) 
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Discussion turned to whether ;.Haldeman and Ehrlichman should be 

,suspended as proposed by -Petersen. Wilson said a suspension or resignation 

would not assure that they would not be indicted. The President appeared 

to say that Petersen told him. that also. The President said "If I thought 

their resignation would avoid an indictment, I would have them resign." 

(p. 25) Wilson said l'Now, I trespass on your area of judgment when I say 

• that if they resign or are suspended that this is a reflection on the 

Presidency." The President said ''Well, if they don't resign or are suspended 

and then are indicted, that's all (unintelligible)." Wilson said "but ••• 

you have already announced you would suspend them thea," and that "By the 

way, you know this. I don't have to tell you. They are willing to leave.'' · 

The President said he knew. Wilson said "And yet on the other hand they 

are willing to stand up to .. this thing if it doesn't hurt you." 

(pp. 26-27) Strickler agreed that resignation now by these two gentlemen 

will bea "tremendous reflection on the Presidency." He said "because the 

public . statement says that this is only in Senator Ervin and other sources, 

because there is no evidence to tie them in to a criminal situation. • • if 

they ·stepped out at this point · there is going to be a .public feeling that this 

is an admission of guilt • "(pp. 27-28) 

The President suggested Wilson and Strickler were leaning in the 

direction of taking the 0 risk that Haldeman and Ehrlichman would be named "as 

so-called co-conspirator" .and if they are "Then we just have to move in." Wilson 

said it was possible that his clients would have the informal interview, 

which they were leaning toward doing, and maybe <Wilson and Strickler would 

be there too, not just as spectators but to "cover for our client. And if the 

question is unfair, I enter into the act." {p. 28) 

-9-
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They discussed the timing of such an interview, and the fact that 

Wilson would not senq. his client before the grand jury because he would be there 

alone. Wilson said the prosecutor controls the grand jury and has been in there 

for months. Wilson said he told Silbert he would prefer Silbert ask for the 

interview rather than for his clients to do so. The President said, "In 

other words, wait 'til they' re ready?", and Wilson said yea ;. · (pp. 29-30) 

The President said he told Petersen, Haldeman and Ehrlichman would come 

"anytime he wanted them." Wilson said "we did .not resist it." The President 

said, "in other words, your advice at the present time is stand with these 

men, because basically if you flush them now, it's going to probably 

hurt their case," and Wilson agreed. (p. 30) Wilson said after the inter

view with the prosecutors they had been ·talking . about, they would take another 

look at it and reappraise . this situation ·,-- that .. this thing has to be play .ed 

in steps. The Pr.esident said "You don't know how much they have and what they 

can prove," and ,Wilson said "That's it, exactl.y.' .' (p, 31) 

The President then said '.'.Then, y,ou've got to t:emember. Dean, as I 

have said, . is a loose cannon •• , • The damnest charges you've ,ever heard. 

Some of them are .. unbelievable • • • This fellow ·that was sitting in here and 

who in the Office of the President.,-- a very bright young guy and these guys 

would talk to .him and so forth...- but he now wants ' to drag them down with ; him." 

Wilson said "he's bad" and the President . said they must .have told .Dean if he 

can "get" Haldeman and Ehrlichman, he gets immunity. The ,President asked "do 

you want Petersen to · give , him immunity, or , not? .11• (p. 32) Wilson said -~'as I 

unders .tood, they were hung up on that right now," and the President said 

"they are." The President said, "See, that's why -- I put out a statement 

-10-
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that no major figure should be given immunity." (p. 32) Wilson said 

"Let me tell you--", and the President said "Basically, because I think it 

would look bad if (unintelligible) from our standpoint. What do you think 

about it?" (p. 33) 

Wilson then told the President "about the two kinds of immunity," 

case immunity and use immunity, and suggested a witness testifying under 

immunity obtained in exchange for trading off his friends could be seriously 

undermined on cross-examination. (pp. 34-35) 

The President said he thought Dean's lawyers were just trying to get 

him off on "the whole damned thing." Strickler said "What we have found in 

other cases with Glanzer is that they don't want to go to the elaborate stat

utory procedure and just want to have an oral understanding. 'If you cooper

ate with us, we'll give you our word we won't prosecute you.' " The President 

said "That's what they told Dean," and Strickler said "That's generally their 

procedure when there are conspirators." Wilson said "This is Petersen's 

style. He practically gave us this in another case but he double-crossed us 

gently and we just don't believe him." {pp. 35-36) 

Strickler said he was confident that "they are going to tell each 

one of these witnesses that are scattered around -- potential witnesses 

against Mr. Ehrlichman and Mr. Haldeman -- they are putting the screws on them 

-- they are scaring them. And they are using psychology." (p.36) He said 

"when I look at it from the merits of the case, I don't think they have a 

criminal case against these gentlemen at this point." (pp. 36-37) 

-11-
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The President responded, "Even ·on conspiracy? • I understand 

that conspiracy is very broad ••• But you have to have . an overt action." 

Wilson said "Not on the part of every defendant •••• But the overt act 

could be in itself innocent if they are part of the pattern." The President 

said "I think that is really what they are going to try to .nail Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman on. Not on the Watergate thing -- they can't do that. 

(Unintelligible) .has approved the budget that (unintelligible). They can 

·· never : prove that whole ; thing. Never prove . that that's what (unintelligible) 

·never prove that," But, said the .President, · "on the other hand, they will say 

that on the three-fifty-- 'Haldeman and Ehrlichman were inv.olved with Dean 

and Magruder in an effort to get , the money to keep the defendants quiet.' 

What's the answer to that?" Wilson said "If I understand .John .and Bob cor

rectly -- Dean's presenta ·tion -.goes no further, as · far we know, than money 

to take care of . their families ••• and legal counsel." The President .said 

"That's right." Wilson said "Well, you might .. , say circumstantially that help

.ing the defendants . for the purpose of shutting their mo~ths." (pp. 37-38) 

The President said "The other thing -- there ·was perhaps one instance --

.very little very -- , little where it said there i.s the ·matter of (unintelligible) 

I . am confident their motive , in every instance was to ·· help their families and 

with their .legal counsel. •• I can't see that that's wrong." Strickler said 

"I cannot either •.. No, there is no crime in this." 

Strickler appears to have said that he thought it significant that 

money was not sent over or ·actions taken after newspapers stories of payoffs 

appeared. 

-12-
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The President said "Your point is that which has some merit to 

me, that probably it's just as bad • to sink them now as it is to sink 

them if they are indicted", and Wilson agreed. The President,said "If they 

are indicted, then I've given them every chance. And if they are. indicted, 

we'll let them go." But he reminded them that the prosecutors and Petersen 

would make the argument that even if they are not indicted, they will be 

"indicted in the public mind with all this stuff.'' (pp. 39-40) The President · 

asked "Do you think their usefulness will be.destroyed by that?" Strickler 

asked,"won't there come a·time when.they will testify before the Ervin Com

mittee and have a chance to make their public presentation?" The President 

said no, "I thin:k they will be testifying in court before that, and he said he 

did not see how the Ervin Committee can.possibly be allowed to go forward 

when these court suits develop. {p. 41) 

-13-
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A discussion followed about Henry Petersen. Wilson said "Dean's getting 

off the hook, possibly," and the President said "For having revealed too 

much to Dean?" Wilson said "no, from indicting your top man." The President 

said "he didn't want to indict them •••• he doesn't seem to be concerned 

about indicting Mitchell. He is concerned--he is petrified. And Mitchell 

will be indicted." Wilson said that was what he was told, and "I have never 

been in quite this far as they are with this situation, but I know--." The 

President said "You mean they are going to be reluctant to indict the two top 

men." Wilson said, "That's what I would say except you know--I would put it 

this way--Petersen will handle--this problem. I guess--a holdover from the 

Democratic Administration." The President asked for Wilson's judgment, and 

Wilson said "I thought as the prosecutor he would love .to--unless he was just 

crazy or ruthless to want to indict the top of the ladder," and Strickler added 

"Without the strongest case •••• " (p. 42) 

The President said "He didn't want to indict unless he can convict." 

Strickler said "Yes. But this is not one. I don't think he would throw in your 

two top assistants--into an indictment as defendants, without clear evidence 

against them." Nor did Strickler think they would be named as unindicted 

co-conspirators without clear evidence. The President said "at this point, I 

think the thing to do is to stand firm." (p. 43) 

The President said "Don't panic •••• These are good men. I just hope we can 

save them. It's a miserable thing to have them go through." Wilson said, "But 

you do know, I am sure, we have said to you that while we have their interests--well, 

I'll say, not primarily, but largely-- in our heart, they are--because they are 

our friends •••• We are equally interested in this possibility. • • We tlu.nR . :f:t 
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spills over other people." The President said "If anything's done now 

let's just sit it out awhile -- take the smears for awhile." (p. 44) 

Strickler said he was wondering and hesitated to bring it up, because 

it was more of his problem, "The statement from Huston -- interviews in depth 

with your top assistant that you have gone in t o the fact with them -- that 

you've put your confidence in them -- believe what they say." The President 

said "Want me to say that?", and Str:tckler said yes. He also apparently asked 

the President to say "They have not done anything wrong." Wilson said "while 

I like Frank's presentation of that -- I'm concerned about the credit." {p. 45) 

Wilson suggested saying something about "their counsels," but not that their 

counsels "advised" the President. The President said "I think the timing 

on that -- let's have that in a reserve -- I think that's a good point 

Let's let Easter go by -- hope the weekend survives." ( pp. 45-46) 

Wilson said Magruder was not coming back until Monday and asked the 

President if he had been informed of that. The President said no, but said 

"Hunt was th .ere today." Strickler said "but, somebody is coming in tomorrow 

I don't know wh(• it was." Wilson said "we' 11 see these men tomorrow a2:atn, " 

and the PresidE::nt said "We appreciate your work." Strickler said "The problem -

that we should be trying to get information at Seymour Glanzer's level and you're 

in conversation with the Assistant Attorney General, but yet it seems worthwhile 

and productive." The President said "I'm not sure that Glanzer is telling the 

truth • ." After f urther discussion, the President said "you've got honest men; 

I know they're telling the truth." The President said, "Well they're touched 

by this because anybody who was in the campaign is touched by everything the 

about it. And frankly, Mitchell's an honest man. Ee just wasn't tending the 

-15-
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shop--he had problems with his wife--these jackass kids and other fools 

around did this thing and John should have stepped up to it--that's what 

happened in my opinion." (p. 47) 

As the conversation was closing and the talk turned briefly to the 

election, the President said, "Well, we'll survive this. You know--people 

say this destroys the administration and the rest--but what was this? What 

was Watergate? A little bugging! I mean a terrible thing--it shouldn't have 

been done--shouldn't have been covered up. And people shouldn't have and the 

rest, but we've got to beat it. Right." Wilson said "everybody does--the 

Democrats have been doing--going on for 20 years. (Laugfiter) 11 (p. 118} 
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81. Between April 19 and ,April 26, 1973 the President had eleven 

conversations ·with Henry Petersen • . Petersen has testified that during 

these conversations the President , asked Petersen for a detailed written 

report on the Watergate matter; . discussed the advisability .of retaining 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman at the White House; and discussed ' the ·-progress 

of the Grand Jury investigation. Petersen has testified that · some time .. 

in the course of the April discussions the President made a flattering . 

reference to Petersen as an adviser to the President and .said he would · 

have to serve as "White House counsel.-'' The President also ·asked 

Petersen whether he would like to be FBI director, but stated he was 

not offering him the job. 

81. 1 Meetings and conversations between the ,, 
President and Henry Petersen, April 
19-26, 1973 (received from White 

Page 

House) .....•..................•...•.............• 1532 

81.2 . Henry Petersen testimony, Watergate Grand 
, Jury, February 5, 1974, 17-23, 29-33 

(received from Watergate Grand Jury) ••••••••••••• 1535 
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81.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 
AND HENRY PETERSEN, APRIL 19-26, 1973 

MEETINGS AND TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 
THE PRESIDENT AND HENRY E. PETERSEN rn MARCH AND APRIL 

March 13, 1973 

AM 8:39 11:00 

April 15, 1973 

PM 4:00 5:15 

8:14 8:18 
8:25 8:Z6 
9:39 9:41 

11:45 11:53 

April 16, 1973 

PM 1 :39 3:25 

8:58 9:14 

April 18, 1973 

PM 2:50 2:56 

Republican Congressional Leadership 
meeting in Cabinet Room (Mr. 
Petersen attended) 

President met with Mr. Petersen and Mr •. 
Kleindienst in the President's EOB office. 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen 
President telephoned Mr. Petersen 
President telephoned Mr. Petersen 
President telephoned Mr. Petersen 

President met with Mr. Petersen in the 
President's EOB office 
(Mr. Ziegler 2: 25-2:5 2) 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen 

~ril 19, 1973 

;? 
/0-£1, {,.(,!__/..,,L 

AM 10:12 11:07 

April 20, 1973 

AM 

PM 

11:32 11:40 

3:53 

/-'i.1 
/ ' / 

3:58 

President met with Mr. Petersen 

Prcsidtml klephonccl Mr. PetcrAcn 

President telephoned Mr. 

\ .'.~. istance) 
~ ~, 
: ..... 
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1\tr. Pekrscn -2-

April 23, 1973 

A lvf 11 :09 11: 3 5 

11 :44 11 :4') 

PM 7:27 7:37 

April 24, 1973 

AM 8:52 9:02 

April 25, 1973 

AM 8:56 9:01 

PM 5:37 6:45 

April 26, 1973 

L:M 5:56 6:17 
7: 12" 7:14 

April 27, 1973 

PM 4:31 4:35 

5:37 5:43 
6:04 6:48 

',pril 2E, l 973 

9:25 

7: ()(, 7: J l. 

A. r,ffn_~; 
! :'ff ;r: 
:: iJ L: 1015bL 

Pn~sident tclephvncd Mr. Petersen (long 
distance) 

Pres icknt tcleplwncd ~fr. PE'tcrsen (long 
disUmcc) 

Presiclen t telephoned Mr. Petersen (long 
distance) 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen (long 
distance) 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen 

President met with Mr. Petersen 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen 
President telephoned .Mr. Petersen 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen 

President met with Mr. Petersen 
President met with Mr. Petersen 

(Mr. Ziegler 6: 10-6:20) 

President telephoned i'vlr. PetL'n'<en {long 
distance) 

Pn·sidl'nt kl,,phoned l\ll". l'etcrS<'ll (1011:..: 
cl i S t .'l ll ,: C ) 
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tv1 r. Pd l' r ,; i ' ll - 3 -

April 30, 1973 

P1'·1 12:?.S 12::n Presi.dc:nt tdcph0ncd Mr. Pctersc:n (long 
distance) 
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might be raised among the Cuban or3anizations in Fl.orida -

passed through them, or what have you, I don't kno~ -- but 

only in that sense. 

I suppose I implied that it would be campaign funds 

that were be moving through front organizations in order to 

conceal their origins, but I can't 'attribute that statement 

to anyone. 

Q Well, is it your recollection that the President 

implied, in this conversation, , that it was · from Dean that · 

he first lea-med that such -surreptitious payments were being 

made to the defsndants? 

A That's right. Yes. 
' ' 

Q Did the President indicate that he had spoken to 

4 various advisers concerning the question 0£ the involvement ' 

15 of Haldeman and Ehrlichman and · the related question as to 

· 16 whether , to call for their resignations? 

17 

18 

19 

20 I 
21 I 

I 
22: 

I 
23 ! 

I 
i 
i 

24 i 
! 

A Yes. Sometime early in that week -- well, this · 

certainly was not April 15th, so it had to be the 16th. I 

don't believe ,l saw him on the 17th. and 18th, and ,I did see 

him on the 19th, to my recollection. 

So either on the 16th or 19th, he had indicated 

that he had discussed ~ith Sc~retary of State Bill Rogers, 

who was a fonner prosecutor in New York, my conversation of 

the 15t~ with the President. 

Q Did he mention anyone else? 

D. '.J \ .,. 
~ . / 
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Discussing it with any othe::- adviser? 

13 

A 

Q 

A 

Well, specifically, with Hr. Wilson or Nr. Strickl ? 

No. He asked ce did I know Wilson c:md Strickler 

and I indicated yes, that I did know them. I thought highly 

of them as lawyers. But my recollection is it was after 

they were retained and I gathered, from the President~s com

ment, that he was pres~nt at the time when Wilson -- whether 

Strickler was present or not -- had debriefed Ehrlichman 

and Haldeman under, I gathe .r, rather rigorous-style cross-

exar.iination. 

Q .And at least Mr. Wilson whether Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman were pr~sent at the time, you got the impression 

from the President that Mt". Wilson had communicated the in"'." 

formation he had learned to the President? 

Well, I don't know. I assumed that, but I can't 

say the President told rne that. But it was clear, one, from 

the President~s comments that he had talked to Wilson. It 

was my inference that he had been present wh~n Wilson ques

tioned those people. 

But the same inference -- that inference doesn't 

necessarily hold. It r.:ay have be-en that Wilson t1as question-

ing the President, you kno,~. I don't know. 

In any event, there was a con-,ersation with Wilson .• 

Q This was in tha context, thau~h, of the President 

relnti~:.; to you ,.;hat he had atte: ,'[)ted to do to le.:rrn thi= fact~? 
/ ! 
,:,, I 

I 
i 
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19 

A That it was necessary, for him to learn all of the 

facts with respect to this matter so the President, or Head 

of State, would be able to take whatever action was appro-

priate. 

Q Now, going back to the time when the President 

spoke to you, on the 18th, about whether or not Dean had 

been granted immunity. Aside from the President's constena

tion about not having been informed of a decision which he 

thought had been made and carried out, did he indicate any

thing about the substance of the question of ilmnunity to Dean 

A I'm not sure what you cean by "substance" in that 

context. 

Q That is'"the pros and cons of giving Dean immunity 

as opposed to his disa p,_,ointment about not being advised. 

A No. There were those conversations but not at the 

time of that telephone call where he raised the question. 

Q Well, when you called him back and informed him 

that someone was mistaken and no such agree."llent had been 

arrived at, did µe;, at that time, reiterate his position 

or his various feelings on ilEilunity7 

A No. At that time, we were three days beyond our 

earlier discussion with cespect to immunity and I think that 

· we pretty much had a meeting of the minds that this was a 

sober decision and I h:1J to rwke it and I would take all of 

these · factors into consi deration. 

. I D\l 
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20 

So there was no further discussion, at that point, 

other than to s:1y that my inquiry had confiroed throc1gh 

Charles (Jaffa) that we were in a negotiating posture. No 

immunity, either formal or informal,had been accorded and, 

indeed, that no stopple had been •. created insofar as grantt 

of immunity was concerned. 

Q Did the President ever indicate to you> or discuss 

with you, the question of immunity for Ehrlicbman or Haldeman 

and, specifically, the question of national security matters 

that either of the two might have been involved in which 

may have appeared to ·entail some crimi.nal activity? 

A 

Q 

A 

No. No • . 

Back to that day on --

That would have been preposterous. I was in no 

mood to hear anybody discuss -- it's hard to second guess 

yourself and look back, or project what you might have done> 

but that's one of the things that I think would have caused 

me to get up and leave. 

Q Did the president ever indicate to you what he felt 

the so-called Hunt blackmail to entail on the blackmail side 

rather than on the money side? That is, on the infoni:ation I 
side that Hunt would divulge, if he were not paid'? 

i 

P. Well, the implication is th.at Hunt would tell all, I 
but whether that all would be cm:rect or incorrect, th.ere was!I 
never any basis to ascertain or confir.:.. 

(1538) 
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Q I take it y:::iu ne'.r.?r did hiive a substan.ti:ve disc!.ls-

sion about what it w.'.?.S Hunt could reveal? 

A No. 

Q Did there cor.1e a time when the .President ·requested 

that you fUt in writing the substance of -the investigation 

up to any particular point? 

A Well, there were two occasions. First, on April 

15th, after w~ gave him the oral statement, he asked me to 

put that in writing so that he would be certain of it. That, 

I did. That very brief statement ·has previously been made 

11 I available to y.ou. 

12 At or about . that time, maybe later in · the .week,. 

13 he asked for a ~11 expos.ition. Having ·got into it this far; . 

14 he felt he needed all the information, a.nd I said I would 

15 undertake to to try to · do that • . 

16 I did go through the inforc:ation but it was deter-

.17 mined that anything above and beyond tha.t which · I'd already 

18 given him was $~and Jury matter and, therefore, was not to 

19 be divulged. 

20 On that score, I should say that that came_ up, as 

21 I recall, in the April 15th meeting, if I'm not mistaken. 

22 It was the President -- in the course of the President asking 

23 j to be kept infonned of .these things; that he pointed out 

24 that he didn't expect to . get Gr.and Jury information and we, 

25 0£ coarse, agreed to that. Which I thought was fortunate 

(1539) 
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22 

because I'm not all certain that as President he's not en

titled to Grand Jury information from GoverP.ment attorneys, 

if it's distributed in the course of their duties. 

Q In any event, I take it you got back to the Presi-

dent and told him that you could not provide him a more de

tailed report? 

A That's correct, I did, and he accepted that. There 

was no discussion, argument, rancour,indignation, anything 

else -- and I gave him that "no" with some trepidation,. I 

don't mind saying. 

Q Now, aside from a detailed written report, did you 

provide all information to him, from time to time, about the 

progress of the iI"ivestigation or the possibility of_..; 

A From time to time, but it was very general, in the 

two weeks. For example, when he called about the immunity 

thing, he said, "Well, what else is new? 11 And I told him 

about the John Dean statement with respect to the Fielding 

break-in. 

On another occasion, Ii:told him about the conflict 

between Strachan and Magruder and we were trying to resolve 

it and, if Strachan developed into a witness~ then ·we would 

have a prirna facie case against Haldeman. 

But it was in the context of wh~t I describe as 

ultimate rather than evi.dentiary fact. 

Q Was there some discussion about the scheduling of 

(1540) 
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of witnesses before the G!'.'and Jur-y? 

A H ~ 11, there was so::te di .scuss i.on a0out 

you know -- "Hurry up and get this over with." 

23 I' 

the need for l 
"Yas. We' 11'1 

make haste as reasonably as we can." Sut not specific wit-

nesses, as I recall -- who was coming in, when, you know. 

Well, you knm~, I . hesitate over that one. If I 

would tell him something about Strachan, he might say, '~?ell, 

8 · you've got to get this tied down. You've got to do this." 

9 

10 

11 ' 

12 

13 

141 
15 

161 
I 

171 
18 

19 

20 

In that sort of context. 

Q In substance, in discussing Mr. Strachan and his 

potentiality as a witness, did you advise the President that 

if Mr. Strachan came around and told the truth that he would 

probably be able to ~rovide evidence of criminal activity, 

linking Hr •. · Haldeman to those crimes? · 

A No question about that. I mean, I made it pretty 

clear, ''Well, you have a reservation about Dean. Okay. But 

then there's Magruder and, if Strachan comes t.'1-trough, Halde-

man 1 s dead." You know, that was -- · 

Q 

A 

When .do you recall that this took place? 

I think this started around September whatever 

21 I th~t month was. 

22
111 Q 

23 l___:_ 
April? 

April 15th. 

24 Q Do you recall havi:1g a telephone convecsation wit:h 

25 the President on the ev2ning of April 15th? 

II 0. \1 
'_ ,:J. 

(1541) 
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But, in any event, during the course .of the April 

discussions, or shortlytherea£ter, there was no such sugges-

ti.on? 

A No, never. Absolutely not. Oh, well you know, 

abso:hutely not, absolutely not, as far as. I was concerned, 

but there were s tater.ients, during the course of th .. President 'ts 

conversations with me, "Now, you' 11 have to serve : t>!,ite I 
House counsel," or, ''You're the adviser to the President now,'1 

which I, frankly, thought was a little heavy handed. 

NOTE: THIS PAGE CONTAINED THE ABOVE DELETION WHEN IT WAS RECEIVED 
BY THE COMMITTEE ON THE jUDICIARY. 
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Q Did th8t have .:my mcanln;; of any GU:Jstance or pro-

cejur.:1.l it:!port? 

A I thought it was shear un,:idulterated flattery is 

what I thought it was, but it was not in any context of pro-

reise, formal assignment, leaving my duties. 

Q There were no strings attached, I take it, in terms 

of communication of information or anything along those lines 

A Well, I don't think so, but I don't know what you 

mean by strings attached in terms of communications. "You 

tell me this; I'll give you that," no. 

Q In terms of your being a White Hause counsel, if 

that were the case and, of course, we're kind of talking 

hyperthetically ,,fhrough all of this, since you said it didn't 

make much difference to you what he said, because you regarde 

it as flattery, but was there any concept of confidentiality 

of communication or of a knowledge that you had obtained from 

some source? 

A You mean, "You and I stick together, buddy. I'll 

make a big man of you"? No. Uh-uh. 

Q No. I wasn't i~plying that. I was implying the 

possibility that, if you were counsel to 

learned certain information, there might 

the President and hat 

be an attorney-clien~ 

privilege to which would not maintain just wearing your 

Department of Justice hat. I take it there was no such dis-

cussion? 

(1543) 
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:'.'Jo, no. In,.:eed, I never thought of myself as any-

thing othec than Assistant Attorney General in th12 ·;;,epartEient 

of Justice who was t.:-ying to advise the President o.f info::sa-

tion I thought he should probably be advised of, so that he 

could take the necessary 2ction to r:rotect the Presid2ncy of 

the United :3tates. 

Q Was there ever a discussion about convening a new 

Grand Jury to present this information to, as opposed to this 

Grand Jury before which you are now appearing? 

A Not to my knowledge, no. 

THE FOREMAN: I just want to extend something in.:Mr 

12 Ben-Veniste' s investigation. 

13 Your_ testimony is that you were never approached, 

14 directly or indirectly, by intimation, that, in view of your 

15 understanding of the investigation or possession of a great 

16 deal of factual information, as far as this investigatioft was 

17 concerned, that you should, in a sense, not necessarily switcl 

18 sides, but work more in conjunction with the plans of the 

19 President's lawyers rather than 1:he Department of Justice? 

20 

21 

22 

24 

25 
I 

THE WITNESS: No, there was not. But, you know, 

this debate goes on and it's a very, very difficult debate. 

The Department of Justice, as an institution, you know, has 

a duty, an obligation and responsibility of representing the 

Presidency. 

And the Presidency is something, obviously, larger 

(1544) 
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than the encu:sbent. And it seer:-is ~o oe thnt '"NC debQt·.= tl1is a 

least ~·H~ekly even noi:;. 

The question of the sub~oena on the President,· fo~ 

e:r.:anple, out of the local case. The '\,lhite House wanted us to· 

represent them. The Cri.l~inal Division, the Associated General 

Office, they didn't care who, and we had to decline. And 

yet, in declining, we had to recognize that we do have an 

obligation to represent the Presidency. 

· So the middle ground that we arrived at is that if 

there's an adverse decision, we will appear a:nicus in the 

Appellant Court but we will not represent the White House as 

a party to the proceedings. 

So, too, with respect to the decisions on the sub

poenaes by the Ervin Cocciittee. The request was made that 

Bourke appear on the five tapes of conversations in the 

District Court and, Bourke being the Solicitor General, we 

refused, again, on the same ground. But we might, later, 

have to file brief amicus again to represent the Presidency 

with respect to the 500 or so documents subpoenaed by the 

Ervin Coonittee -- the same debate, the same resolution. 

These are terrible questions. We do represent the 

legal office for the President and the Government of the 

United States. 

THE FOREMAN: My question was less towards the De.

partment of Justice Criminal Division or you, as Assistant 

(1545) 
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General, than i~enry Petersen as a lawye-c who knows. , 

THE UITN'ESS: \'1ould quit and represent them? ~'.0, '1 

couldn't do tb.at. That's a clear professional .. c~n-

flict of interest. They nay not rt?cogr.ize it, but there are 

a lot of things they apparently don't recognize. 

THE FOREHAN: I was asking for your reaction.. My 

question was asking if the subject had ever been broached to 

you by anyone. 

THE tn'.TNESS: No. The only offer -- that's not 

correct. The only statement that was ever mentioned or made 

by the President, which I felt was indiscreet and I mention 

it only in-~ I'm not sure that it's really germain . -~ I 

think was on one of the occasions he asked me would I like 

14 to be· Director of the FBI', and then he went on and talked .. 

15 for about fifteen minutes and I indicated that that was not 

16 one of my ambitions.· 

.17 If I became Director of the FBI, that was fine; if 

18 I didn't., that was fine, too; an.d that's the way we left it. 

19 But that having come subseq11ent to the disclosures with res-

20 pect to Judge Matt Burn, I thought it was an indiscreet thing 

21 to say. 

22 But I have to say that he was quick to say, "I 1m 

23 not offering you the job." 

24 BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

25 Q When-was this? 

II 
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82. On April .20, 1973 Herbert Kalmbach was scheduled to testify 

before the Watergate Grand Jury. On the afternoon prior to his 

scheduled appearance, John Ehrlichman .,and Kalmbach had a . telephone 

~onversation, which was taped by Ehrlichman without Kalmbach's know

·iedge, <during which they discussed Kalmbach' s payment of funds to 

the Watergate defendants. 

82.1 Transcript of a telephone conversa
tion between John Ehrlichman and 

. .Herbert Kalmbach at 4: 50 p .m., 
April 19, .. 1973, SSC Exhibit No. 77, 

Page 

,.5 .... SSC .2215-17 .•.....•........................... 1548 

82.2 Herbert Kalmbach testimony, 5 SSC 2162-63 •••••• ~ 1551 
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Ex HIBIT X o. 77 

Conversation with Herb Kalmuach-.\.pril 19, l!li3, •l :50 p.m.. r E Ehrlichman · 
K Kalmbach. 
E Hi, how are you? 
K I'm pretty good. rm scheduled for 2 tomorrow afternoon. 
E Whe_r~at the jury or th•i U.S. Attorney? 
K .A.t the jury and I'm schetluled at 5 :30 this afternoon with Sil.er. 
f] Oh, nre .rou? 
K Yeah. I just wanted to run through quickly sen~ral tilings, John, in line 

with our com·ersation. I got in here last night and there ~-as a telephone 
call from O'Brien. I returned it, went over there today and he said the 
reason for the call is LaRue has told him to ask him to c-.i.ll me to say that 
he had to identif5' me in connection with this and he wanted me to know 
that and so on. 

E Did he tell you about Dean? 
K Xope.· 
E Well Dean has totally cooperated 'l'<ith the U.S. Attorney in the hopes of 

getting immunity. Xow what he sass or how he says nob-0dy seems to be able 
to devine but he 

K The whole enchilada? 
E He's throwing off on Bob and me heavily. 
K He is? 
E Yep. 
K He is. 
E And taking the position that he was a mere agent. Now on your epiSt>de he 

told me before he left, so to speak, he, Dean, told.me that really my·tr:ms• 
action with him in,ol,ing you was ,·irtnall.r m.r only nren of linbilitr in this 
thing nncl I said, well. ,John. what in the worlcl are .rou talking about? He 
said, well I cnme to you from liitchelL nnd I snicl llitchell nee<ls money 
coulcl we call Herb Kalmbach and ask him to rnise some. And I i<aid, and 
Denn snrs to me, and you said res. Ancl I said yep, that's right. And he said 
well that cloes it. And I saicl well that's hard for me to bt>lie,l>, I don't under
stand the law hut I clon't think Herb l>ntered into this u·ith any guilty intent 
and I certain didn't nnd so I saicl I just find that hard to imagine. ~ou· 
since then I've retained connsl>I. 

K Oh, :rou ha,e? 
E Very go0<l and who a::rl>e!'; uith me that it is the remotl>i<t kinn of nonsense 

hut the point that I think has to he clnrifiecl, that rm going- to darify if I 
::et n chance. is that the reason that Dean hacl to come to me and to Boh 
where yon were concerned is that we had promised ;rou that you would not 
he run pillar to post h;r ltnurice ~tans. 

K Ancl alim thnt you knew I WU!'; your friend and you knew I was the Presiclenfs 
attorney 

E Sure 
K Xen"r do anything improper, illegal, unethical or whatl",er: 
E Right. 
K And 
E Rut the point is that rather than )Citcht>ll C':tUin:: yon !Urect )Iitchell kne.c-

clarn well that ;ron were no lon::t>r n,ailnhlP. 
K Yep 
F, Xow this was post ..\pril fl. was it not? 
K Yep. April 7. 
F. ~ .. that )[itcht>I and ~t;ms hoth knp~· tlrnt thPrf' wa,;n't an-;- ~oint in callini: 

;ron clirt><'t he>can;::e ""t' hall g-ottPn ;ro11 out of th:tt ,,n tht' prt>tPxt that you 
\YPrP :;:nin~ tn cln thin~~ for w:. 

K Th:it',: ri.!:ht. 
F. .\nrl snit ~n1s npi•p;;s:ir., fnr n,•:111 to <'•'Ill!' tn m~ nnr! thf'n in h:r~ to R,,h :HHl 

pJ,,:111 a ,·pr_\" 11r.'.!"PP.t <':lSf' withn11t rf':lll~· ;:Pttini: int,, :,n, sn,•,•iii,•s f''.\"t't>P!" to 
say ~·011 h,111 t,-, trnst lit!'. this is \"t'l'.1" imri,,rt,n1t. nmI )Prt'li,,ll is 11p his trp.:,. 
nr. you know. T lllf·:in is n•,111<" Worrip,1: ht• 11i1!n't 11,,~ t!1:1t phr:1s,•. l•11r Jw is 
r,':1lly ,•xt>i-ci-:,,,1 al11>11t tl1is .. \nt! r :,:al,! \\"Pl! .. T,,hn. if Y<'II t,•11 lilt' it':< that 
imp,>rt:rnt. wh~- p•s. · 
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K You know, when you and I talked and it was after John had ,tin'.'n me 
that word. and I eame in to a,;k you, .Tohn i,; thi,; an assi~nruent I lia,·e to 
take on? You said, yPs it is pnio(] and move forward. Then that was all 
that r needed t ,> he a :-;snre<I that I wa ,m·t puttin~ my family in jeopardy . 

E Snre . 
K And I n·oul<l just. unrle-rstancl that you and I are ahsolutely together on ·that. 
E Xo question ahout it," Herl> , that I wr,uld nen•r knowin:;ly ha,e put you in 

any kind of a spot. · 
K Yeah. ,Yell and when we talked you knPw what I was al,oui: t<> do, yon know, 

to go out and ~et the dough t'or this 1,urpose; it was hnmauitarian. 
E It was a defense fund . 
K .. : to support the . family . Xo1,. the thing that was tlisquieting about this 

thing 'l'lith O'Brien was that he said that there is a massi,e campaign 
e, ·id!:'ntly under way to indict all the lawyers ineluclin~ you , Herb. nncl I was 
a little shocked and I guess what I nt>e<l to get from you, John. is assurance 
that this is not true. 

E Well I do11·t know of any attempt to target you nt all. >I.r hunch is that 
thPy're tryin~ to get at me, they·re trying to corrohorate. See what they 
said to Dean is that he gets no com•ideration from them unless they can 
corroborate Halcleman and my liahility. 

K God, if I can just mnke it plain that it was humanitarian and nothing else. 
E Yeah, ancl the point that I undouhtedly ne,·er expressed to yon that I con-

tinually oper:itecl on the basis of Dean's n,presentations to me. 
K Yep. It was not improper. 
E Right. 
K _And there was nothing illegal about it. 
E See, he·s the house lawyer. 
K Yep. exactly and I jnst couldn't belie,·e that you nncl Bob and the President 

just too goocl friends to e,·er put me in the po:sition where rtI be llUtting my 
family ·ou the line. . . 

K .-\.nd it's just unhelie,·eable, unthinkable. Xow shall I just-I'll just if I'm 
m•kecl hy Silwr rn just lay it out just exactly that ,my. 

· 1-; · Yeah, I woulclu 't haul the President into it if you can help it. 
K . Oh, no, I will not. 
E But I think the point that which I will make in the future if I'm gi,en the 

chance that yon were n,lt under our control in any sort ot' u sla,ery sense 
but that we had agreed that you would not be at the beck and call of the 
committee. 

K And, of course. too, that I act on!)· ou orclers amt. .rou know, on di:re-ction 
and if this is so111ethi111; that you felt sufficiently importilnt. and that you 
were · nssurl:'cl it was altogether proper, then I woulcl take it on liecau~ I 
always do it and always h:u-e. And )·ou aucl Boh nncl the Presiclent know that. 

B Yeah. well. as far as propriety is concerned I think we uoth were relying en-
tirely on Dean. 

K Yep. 
1-~ I made no independent judgment. 
K Yep . Yep. 
E And I'm sure Bob didn ' t either. 
K Xope and I'm just, I just have the feeling, John. that I don"t know if this is 

a wenk reed, is it? 
E Who . Dt,an? 
K Xo, I mean are they still going to say well Herb you shoul.d ha,e known. 
E I don·t know how you coulcl', ·e. You tlidu·t make any inquiries. 
K Xe,·er. Aud the only im1niries r made, J()bn , was to you after I talked to 

.Toh II Dt>a n. 
E .\n(! ynn f,,m11l that I clidu·t know just a whole hellm ·a lot. 
K Yon ,;;ii,l this i::: ,-;omethi11~ T ha1·p t .. cl.> and--
f; Y,•al1. :ind th•· rP:t,..nn that I ,-;ai,1 tlt a t . a,- )·on kt11HY . w:1s not fn>m any pt>rsonal 

i nq II i ry h11 t w:1" on the h:1sis of \\" h:1 t h:111 l•t>t•n rt>pn•st>ntt>tl to m ... 

K Yeah. a11tl tlwn un-t!l prnvhh· tht> tlt'f,•nse fund :u11l t,l tak.- c-:1n• of tht> 

families nf tht •sp fPll:l :s who \l"t'rt' th ,' n 
E lmli;::-, •nt 
K Xot tlwn li(•f'n fnmul g11ilty or not _!.'1tilry 
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And the p1>int being here without attempting to in<luce them to do ar damn 
thing. 
Absolutely not and that was ne\·er, that was e:nctly right. 
OK. 
Xow, can I get into see you tomorro\\' before I go in there at:?~ 
If .rouwant to. They'll ask .rou. · 
Will they? 

E Yep. 
K Well, ma.rbe I shouldn't. 
E They'll ask you to whom you'\·e spoken about your testimony and I \VOuld 

appreciate it if you would say you·\""e tall,ed to me in California because at 
that time I was investigating this thi!'.lg.for the Pre:iident. 

K .-\nd not now? 
E Well, I wouldn'.t a,;k you to lie. 
K So, I know. 
E But the point is 
K But the testimony was in California 
E The point is. w~u. no your recollection 01' facts and so forth, 
I( Yes, r·agree. 
E See, I don't think we were ever seen together out there but at some· point 

I'm going to hal"e to say that I talked to O'Brien and Dean nnd )lagruder 
and :Mitchell and you and a. whole lot of people nbout tbi:i1~ase • 

.K Yeah 
E And so it would be consistent. 
K Do you feel, John, that calling it straight shot here, do :rou feel assured as 

rou did when we.were out there that U1ere's no culpability here? 
E Yes. 
K And nothing to l\-Orrr about? 
E And Herb from everything I hear the:rire not after you. 
K Yes, sir. ,_ 
E From e,·erything I hear 
K Barbara, you know 

E 

L~ 
K 
E 

They're out to get me and they're out to get Bob. . 
lf3" god. Alright, well, Jolin, it'll be absolutely clear that there was nothing 
looking towarcls ans co,·er·up or anything. It wm, titrictly. for the lmmani
tnritln nncl I jn;,1 want. when I t:tlkecl to ~·on I jn"'t want you to a<h·ise rue
that it was alright onthat basis. 
On that lnti<ii<. 
To go forwarcl 
That it was necessary 
.\nd that'll be precisely the wnr it ls. 
Yeah, OK. 
Thanks, Herb. Bye 
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seeking immunity and that he, Dean, had sworn off on Bob Haldeman 
and ,John Ehrlichman, didn't he? 

Mr. KALlIBACI-I. I think that is substantially what I remember. 
Senator ERVIN. And didn't he suggest that you testify as far as you 

could so as to implicate Dean and exonerate Haldeman and Ehrlich· 
man? 

Mr. KALl\IBACH. I did not so understand it, Mr. Chairman. I under· 
stood him to say to tell the complete truth. 

Senator ERVIN. ·wen, let's see. Didn't he tell you, among other 
things-didn't he say this: "I wouldn't haul the President into it if I 
could help it." 

Didn't Ehrlichman ask you that? 
Mr. KALlIBACH. Excuse me, Senator, may I read this, please? 
Senator ERVIN. The top of page 4. _ _ . · 
Senator TVEICKER. Mr. Chairman, in fairness, would1{t it be proper 

to give the witness a fe'w minutes to read the entire document tl1at has 
been presented to him 1 Apparently, it is the first time he has seen it. 

Mr. KALMBACH. It is. · 
Thank you very much. 
Senator BAKER. Mr. Chairman, I would also like to say that it is my 

understanding-I missed it in your inquiry-that what yon are :read
ing from is a question and answt>r telephone conversation transcript, 
which was apparently recorded and submitted to us by :Mr. Ehrlich
man in the course of his interview. And also in fairness, as Senator 
"\Veicker said, to the record, I wonder if we might ha,:e the entire 
document includeclin the record so that it will be available for readv 
re~~ • -

Mr. O'Co:NNOR. :May I say this, }Ir. Chairman? -
Consistent with the fact that as of :March 15, when l\Ir. Kalmbach 

and I first declared that we would cooperate with this committee and 
have done so up until this time, I believe it was upon our ach·ice that 
Mr. Dash and Mr. Lenzner became aware of this wry tape. ,Ye. have 
not, however, as yet, read it and we would appreciate that opportunity. 

Senator ERvrx. I was under the impression, and I am sorrt if my 
impression was wrong. that Mr. Kalmbach had a copv of this. Cer
tainly, I don't want to be unfair to anvbodv and I certainly would ac-
cord him an opportunity to read it. • • · 

:Mr. KAL~rnAcu. Thank yon. 
Senator BAKER. Mr. Chairman. I wonder if there is any objection 

on the behalf of the committee or the witness to including this as an 
exhibit in the record i · 

Senator ERVI:N. None. 
Senator BAKER. l\'Iav I ask unanimous consent that it be included 

as an exhibit in this record, appropriately numbered. 
Senator ERVIN. That will be done and it will be p.umbered as an ex· 

hibit and included in the record as such. 
fThe document referred to was marked exhibit No. 17.*] 
l\Ir. KALMBACH. Yes. sir. n Senator ERVIN. In this telephone conversation which was taped by 

John Ehrlichman, is it not recorded that ,John Ehrlichman told you. 
nd I refer to page 3, that they. that is. the prosecuting' attorneys, were 

trying to get at him, that is ,John Ehrlichman, and that they would 

•see p. 2215. 
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give Dean no consideration unless they can corroboratcHahleman and · 
Ehrlichman's liability. In otlier words, did he not tell you in substance 
that :the prosecuting attorneys were trying to get at him, John 
Ehrhchman? 

l\fr. KAL:lIBACH. He indicated here and, incidentally. :\fr. Chairman, 
I cannot again tell you or the members of this committee mv reaction 

U f the time t~at I learned I had been taped witho. l.·1t ~y knowledge 
r consent. I Just cannot express the feelmgs at that time. Hut I am 
ure you understand. , 

Senator Envrx. 1Vell, did he not state that to you at that time? 
)Ir. KALJIBACII. He stated as per the testimony: yes. sir. 
Senator ERVIS. Yes: and he stat eel thaf there was no d1ance for Dean 

to get immunity unless Dean could substantiate some liability in the 
matter on the part of Haldeman and Ehrlichman ~ . · 

l\Ir. KALJrBACH. Again, per this testimony, :Mr. Chair-man. 
Senator Enn:-,. I call your attention to the statement made by Ehr

liclunan at the bottom of page 2: ".And so it ,vas necessary for De,m 
to come to me," that is, Ehrlichman. ';and then in turn to Bob and 
plead a very urgent. case without really getting into any specifics ex
cept to say you had to trust. me, this is very important. and l[itcheJI 
is up his tree, or you know, I mean is really worke(l up .. he did 1tot 11se 
that phras e, but is really exercised about this . • \ml I said ,n•II. ,Jolm, 
if yon tell me it is that important. why. yes.'' Xow. ,ms not Ehrlich
man thereby saying that. ,John Dean had come to him and Bob Halde
man with this plan to use this money and pay it, to the defendants and 
their families, and that he said to Dean: ••If that is important, he 
askerl for him to go ahead with the project''? 

!fr. KAL)!BACH. That is the wa v I would read this. 
Senator ERns. Yes: and then· you said back to ,John Ehrlichman, 

"You _know, when you and I talked and it was after John had gi,·en 
me that worcl, and I came in to ask you. •,John. is this an assignment 
I haw to take ont You said. ·Yes. it is-period-and mo,·e forward.' 
Then, that. was all that I needed to be assured , that I was not putting 
my family in jeopardy.'' 

An<l Ehrlichman said. ';Sure ." 
)fr. K.u,:\rnAcn. That is correct. 
Senator Ennx. Then, vou said. "And I would inst underst:md that 

· yon and I arc absolutely ·together on that:· mea11ing you both agreed 
on that. point. 

1Ir. KA1,3nncH. That is what he had told me in the office: yes, sir. 
Senator Ennx. Xow, this c01ffersation .indicates an agreement on 

your part to testify that the use of this money was for hnmanitat·ian 
purposes. 

)fr. KAL)rn.,cH. Xo. sir. 
Senator ERnx. 1''"ell. let us sec what does this mean. , 
Ehrlichman said. "1YPU. I do not know of anv attempt to target 

you at all. )Iy hunch is that they't·e tt·yi11g t? get tlt me; they'!-e try~i1g 
to corrolmn1.te. See what thev said to Dean 1s he gets no cons1derc1hon 
from them unlPSS they can (:·Ol'l"Oboratp Hal(kman and my liability:" 
And yon i'tatcd. ,;Goel. if I ean just make it plain that it was humam-
tariai1 and nothinir else.u . 

)Ir. K.u,1nuc11'. That is <'xnctlv what I 1mdcrstood at the tune . . 
Senator ERnx. Yes. ·· 
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83. On April 22, 1973, Easter Sunday, the President telephoned 

John Dean from Key Biscayne , Fl orida. Dean has testified that the 

President called to wish him a happy holiday. 

83.1 Meetings and conversations between 
the President and John Dean, April 

Page 

22, 1973 (received from White House) ••••••••••• 1554 

83.2 John Dean testimony, 3 SSC 1020 •••••••••••••••• 1555 
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83.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
JOHN DEAN, APRIL 22, 1973 

.April 16, 197 3 

AM 10:00 10:40 President met with M r. Dean in Oval Office. 

PM 4:07 4:35 President met with r-:lr. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

4 :04 4 :0 5 President talked with ··r-.fr. Dea..""1. (The President 
initiated the call.) 

April 17, 1973 

AM _9:19 9:25 President talked with Mr. Dean. · (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

CApril ZZ, 1973 . 

AM 8:24 8":39 

IOIS30 

Pre .sident phoned Mr. · Dean from Key Biscayne ·. 
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the . million dollar . conversation and the fact that . he had talked to 
Colson ·about clemency for Hunt. I do not in fact know if such a tape 
exists butif it does exist and has not been tampered with and is a. com
plete transcript ofthe entire conversation that took place in the Presi
dent 's office, I think that this committee should have that tape because 
I believe that it would corroborate many of the things that this com-
mittee has asked me to testify about. . . · . 
. ,vhenthe Presidentissued his statement on .lpril 17 in which he 

was quite ob"iously trying to a.ifect any discussions I was ha.ving ·with 
the Goveimment · regarding my, testimony by inserting the phrase · 
therein regarding "no immunity" and combined with the fact that he 
had requested that! sign.a..l<irtualconfession onl\Ionday of that week, 
I decided that indeed Lwas being set up and that it was time that I 
let the word out that I would not be a scapegoat. Accordingly, on April 
19; I issueda ,statement t.o that effect. . " . 

. After my"statement of April 19, I had virtually no contact with the 
members of the White House staff. I did ,have occasion to. speak with 
l\fr ~-G.a.rment however. I recall asking him who had placed the "no 
immnnityr p~ph in the President's statement. Garment said while 
·he did not know for certain, he believed that Ehrliehma.nJiad placed it 
in the draft because it had not been there in the earlier drafts, but was 
in the draft that emerged from , Ehrlichman's consideration , when 

[

. Ehflich · .. man···· went over. th .. ·.e . .fin. al sta. te·m. en. t with .. the. President •.. .. ·•· .·: . '~ On April 22, Easter Sunday, the .President called me to wish me a. 
. Happ:}' Easter. It . was -what they :refer to at . the White House as; a .. · 

~'stroking" call. · . ; . . . · .. . ~: " . ·· : ·· ·. . . ·: ,-
. · On April 30, while out of the city, I had a call from mfsecretary iir-

. which she informed me that the w:ire services were carrying a. story 
· that my resignation had been requested and accepted and that Halde- . 

· man and Ehrlichman were also resigning. . · · · · . · 
Mr. Chairman, this . conclude!! mv rather lengthv statement . . I apolo

:gize.:againJor it~ ,length, but I have: sought to comply with the com:
mittee's request to providethe committee with a broad oven1.ew of my . · 
knowledge of this matter .. ' · · . , . . > · , - · • · · . · 

Senatot ,ERVIll,. ·Without objection ·on the part ·of any member of the 
committee, the chairman at this . time will admit into evidence all of 
.the exhibits identified by the witness in the course of his testimonv 
except exhibits Nos. 34-5, 34-6, 34-7, and 34-8 whose admissibility will . 
be considered later by the committee. · . . · · · · · · .. · •. ~.· ... · 

The committee will stand in recess until ·· 'lo o~clock tomorrow 
morning. 

[vVhereupon. at 6 :05 p.m .. the committee recessed to reconvene at 10 
a.m., Tuesday, June 26, 1973.] 
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84. On April 25 and 26, 1973 Presidential aide Stephen Bull delivered 

a number of tape recordings of Presidential conversations to H. R. 

Haldeman. At the President's request Haldeman listened to the tape 

recording of the President's March 21, 1973 morning meeting with John 

Dean, made notes and reported to the President. 

84.1 Meetings and conversations between the 
President and H. R. Haldeman, April 25-26, 
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84.3 H. R. Haldeman testimony, November 8, 1973, 
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84.5 President Nixon statement, November 12, 
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H. n .. Hald c rna n 

April 20, 1973 

Al\{ 

PM 

8: 15 
8:39 

11 :07 

12:15 

April 22, 1973 

AM 9:45 

-~pril 25, 1973 

84. "1 !.fEF:TINGS AND CONVERSATIONSt BETWEEN THE:PRESIDENT. AND 
.H, R. HALDEMAN_. APRIL 25 - 261 1973 

- (;-1. -

8 :39 President met with Haldeman 
10:35 , President attended Cabinet Mee·ting. Mr. 

Haldemanwas present. 
11 :23 President met with Haldeman 

.12:34 

10:16 

President met With Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
Kissinger 12:15 -12:16 

President placed long distance call to 
Haldeman 

AM .ll':06 , 1:5 .SPM President .met wfth .Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman 

PM 4:35 
4:40 

6:57 
7:46 

.~April 26, 1973 

AM 

PM 

L 

8:55 

3:52 
3:59 

9:57 
10:02 

10:07 

4:36 
5:35 

7:14 . 
7:53 

10:24 

· 3:54 
9:03 

9:59 

10:09 

President received loc .al call from Haldeman 
President met with Haldeman 

T. Hart 5:30 - 5:32 
President placed local call to Haldeman 
President placed local call to Haldeman 

President met with Haldeman 

···· President •received . local call from Haldeman 
President met with Haldeman 

Bull 5:45-5:47 &.7:50 - 8:00 
Ehrlichman 5:57 - 7:14 
Ziegler 6:25 - 6:33 & 6:35 - 6:37 

President placed Io·cal call to Haldeman 
President received LO NC .., WH Switchboard 

opera,tor conveyed message to President 
President placed local call to Haldeman 

t:·'/;i 1-.~ 
'• •: 
•., .: • .J 
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84.2 PORTION OF LOG OF ACCESS TO TAPES OF PRESIDENTIAL 
CONVERSATIONS MAINTAINED BY THE SECRET SERVICE, 
EXHIBIT 7, IN RE GRAND JURY, MISC. 47-73 

... , 

./ 
· ... ·{)·· . , .· 

; 
. . . . 

' ..._. -. 

,':':fit'-'•'., . 
. ;\~.-~·· 

. ~ ! •. 
~ ' . 

·rr-,t:,· 
'-:::.:~ >}:;;-~::'(~i?~.} .. 

, :· -·· 

------ -----·--·-·· -. ····-- -· · -··· ····· -- -

(1559) 

f •. ;:; ,/ ··' 



84. 2 PORTION OF LOG OF ACCESS TO TAPES OF PRESIDENTIAL 
CONVERSATIONS MAINTAINED BY THE SECRET SERVICE, 
EXHIBIT 71 IN RE GRAND JURY1 MISC. 47-73 
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84.3 H. R. HALDEMAN TESTIMONY, NOVEMBER 8, 1973, 
IN RE GRAND JURY1 MISC. 47-731 9271 937~38 

- 927-
Ultic-.ate-:ly to t~. Bull aoo I µc:ibably eont.acte4 him d1rcet:lya 

~ Y~ don •t tJ.a•.fe a clear recoH.ect1or. at &ll as to 

· . . A' 

P----· (l It 1t. wa# ·a;..'l.eone e.lee, couJ.d ~t tiave been ar..ycme 

f · · otber t~n Y~-~ l:lig~y? 

A .I do.'l 't believe so - no. 

Q. E£~ t:1hat <lo 1011 recall a~k1.r13 tcr'? 

A ~ reco!Jet,t1on 1s. aakicft ror t.ne t,}.cren &i. tape., 

A Kmr Jet- me eay t.nst tna~ sounds l.1ke a direct quote 

?cu asko.1 me if I recnU 

L A 
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84.3 H. R. HALDEi'efJv.V TESTIMONY, NOVEMBER 8, 1973, 
IN RE GRAND JURY, MISC. 47-73, 927, 937-38 

-937-

tth:1.oh ! a:c td . ..1.1~ to .::ccept - that 1t proi;a'b.1.y a --

Q Aro 7ou C1$CU381og now the first converost1on 

Q -- or the one 2tt0I'7 

1~ partieuJ.ar area:1 - acl at nc,~e pl)!nt subsequent to t~t 
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84.3 H. R. HALDEMAN TESTIMONY, NOVEMBER 8, 1973, 
IN RE GRAllD JURY, MISC. 47-73 1 927 1 937-38 

937-
coutent more efficiently than it was through the speaker 

system on the original tape machine. 

Q lfow, I take 1t that when I aslted you a re\1 

minute.13 ago· to explain whether there was any converaation · 

tilth the President atter you had repated. to him.,about 11stenino 

to other tapes I you excepted .from that the question or the 

>jarch 21 tape? 

A Tnat 1s correct - you said other tapes. 

Q Right - I did. Do you recall lfl;111ng any conversation 

with Mr. Bull the following day, April 26th? 

A I have already indicated to you that at some point 

subsequent to my discussion with the Freaident, .follm1ins 

' 
icy returning or ti-1e tape the .first time, I asked for the tape 

back .for another review. 

That conversation would have been with Mr. Bull 

I presume although I have said it might have been ttu.,o:.i3h 

Mr. Higby and I don't knot'I whether that 11as nl3cle on ttat day 

- thec5th - or the 26th, or a subsequent date. I can 1t 

rememb.er that. I am net ·sure. 

Q. Bow, by this til.!e of · course-, you t.ad 1solatej 

which tape it was that you were interested 1n "'"- and that 

was on one reel, I assume? 

A The Y.iarch 21st tape? Right. 

Q It \·ms on one reel o.f' tape -- it did , not continue 
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84.3 H. R. HALDEMAN TESTIMONY, NOVEMBER 8 1973 
IN RE GRAND JURY1 MISC. 47-73

1 
927

1 
937-38, 

- 938--

over to another one? 

and it ir.sa onJ:y ~rt :;;f that rec..1. 

Neall. 

· 00 ta,g:-e because yoa t."8.nted to .Uatcn to it a3a1n - either 

A That 1s correct. 

thnt r 81?! not clea- fUi to whethe?' I usked for ttat tape ~ 

' for tne tapca tr-.at I. t.aa been gj.ven ee.rl1el" ·· the s~r:~e sroup 

c!" tapeo. 

tnat not. co? 

A Uo - a ,;roup c;:t upes .. A sroup oi' tapca - I ean •t 

Q 

you 1·ecclved? 

Q 
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84.4 STEPHEN BULL TESTIMONY, NOVEMBER 2, 1973, 
IN RE GRAN!J JURY1 MISC. 47-73 1 $44-45 ~44 

BY MR. PARKER: 

~ Is that correct, Mr. Bull? . 

THE COURT: That is what he said. 

THE WITNESS: I said approximately April 22nd, sir. 

BY MR. PARKER: 

Q. I think the pending question was whether Mr. Haldema 

gave you a list of tapes or spoke to you orally? 

A. '.Mr. Haldeman in some way communicated the tapes that 

he wanted. However, I do not recall whether he gave it to me 

verbally, and I wrote it down, or he gave me a list. 

Q. And then you spoke to Mr. Sims or Mr. Zumwalt? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you actually obtain the tapes requested 

by Mr. Haldeman? 

A. Yes, I did speak. to one of those two, and I did ob-

tain tapes, although I do not re .call whether I obtained all of 

the tapes that were requested. 

~ And did you furnish the tapes that you obtained to 

Mr. Haldeman? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. And did you receive them back from Mr. Haldeman? 

A. As I recall, I did. 

Q. And do you know whether you received back from Mr. 

Haldeman all of the tapes that you gave him? 

~ As I recall, I did. 
/ 
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' 84i.4 STEPHEN BULL "TESTIMONY, NOVEMBER 2, 1973, 
IN .RE GRAND 'JURY1 MISC. 47-73 1 344-45 145 

Q. And did you then return · .them to the Sec ·ret Service, 

sir? 

-l\. Yes, sir. Either I returned .. -- ,r '"-probably asked 

them to pick them up. 

Q. Do you reca -11 the period of time that Mr. Haldeman 

had the tapes? 

A. As I ·re ·call, Lt was approxima ·tely one day. 

{l. Mr. Bull, let me. show you Exhibit 7 · that has been 

placed in evidence, which .is a d.og Lmaintained by the Secret 

Service .that indicates ··cerbain tapes ' being .,,.checked out on the 

25th ··of April and returned on the 25th ... bf April, and · others, or 

- a .t least a notation that ta .pes were · apparently checked out on th 

26th of April arid returned on the 2nd of May, and let me ask you 

if that refr -eshes your reeollection as to the obtaining of tapes 

and the returning of them? 

MR. BEN·,,VENISTE-: Your .': Honor, I was not aware the 

witness had indicated his :,recollection ·needed refreshing. 

THE COURT: Well, let us find out. Can you testify 

· without referring to Exhibit 7? 

THE WITNESS: No, , sir, I have never seen this item 

before. 

THE COURT: Very well. 

MR. PARKER: Well; let me rephrase the question. I 
Suppose you exhaust your own recollectioj 

first before looking at the exhibit. You might ask him about his 

C J 
THE COURT: 

(1566) 



84.5 PRESIDENT NIXON STATEMENT, NOVEMBER 12, 1973, 
9 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 1 J29 

Administration of Richard Nixon , 

PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 
Week Ending Saturday, November 17, 1973 

Presidential Tapes and Documents 

Statement by .the President Outlining Procedures 
To Provide Information Related to the Watergate 
Investigation to the Chief Judge of tlu United States 
District Court /or the District oJ Columbia. 
November 12, 1973 

material was requested only by the Special Prosecute 
and the court, who believed the substance of nine pre: 
dential conversations was necessary for completion of ti 
Watergate investigation. 

We are complying fully with the Federal court decisio. 
In seven of nine instances, the actual recording of ti 
conversation is being submitted; this includes five co; 
versations in which John Dean participated-Septen 
ber 15, 1972, March 13, 1973, two on March 21, 197 
one on March 22, 1973.·For all nine eonversations co 
ered by the subpoena, such contemporaneous notes ar 

· memoranda as were made · of the conversations · are beir 
As a consequence of the public disclosure, 2 weeks ago, provided in accordance with the court order. 

that two conversations of the President were not recorded Before discussing these matters, ·the issue of when ar 
on the White House recording system, doubts have arisen why the recorded conversations were listened to by m 
about just what happened to these conversations and and by others on my behalf, should be_ placed in chron , 
why they were not recorded. The purpose of this state- logical perspective. 
ment is to help dispel those doubts and to spell out certain On June 4, 1973, I listened to the tape recordings , 
steps I will take to offer information to the court that will a number of conversations I had with John Dean in ord, 
help determine the substance of all nine · conversations to refresh my memory of those discussions. All of ti 
subpoenaed by the court . conversations to which I listened that day had taken pla, 

First, there are no missing tapes. There are two con- prior to March 21, 1973. My purpose in reviewing ti 
versations requested by the courts which were not re- recordings of my conversations with Mr. Dean was r 

corded. The first is a 4-minute conversation with the £onfirm my recollection that he had not reported certa ; 
former Attorney General, John Mitchell, on June 20, rracts to me priorto March 21, 1973. In late April 197 
1972. The second is a meeting of 55 minutes with John I I asked H. R. Haldeman to listen and report on the co; 

Dean, late in the evening of Sunday, April 15, 1973. versation of March 21, 1973, in which he had bet 
There is no question in my mind but that the open- present for a substantial portion of time. My prima1 

court hearing, now being conducted, will demonstrate purpose in having · Mr. Haldeman listen to this tape w; 
to the court's satisfaction the truth of our statements. that to confirm my recollection that March 21, 1973, was tl 
these two conversations were never recorded. In fact j date on which John Dean had first reported certain fac 
there is no affirmative evidence to the contrary. I believe to me. 
that when the court concludes ·its evaluation of the testi- There had been rumors and reports to the contrary-
~ony ~nd documentary evide~ce, pu?lic doubt on this one of them suggesting that John Dean and I had m 
issue will be completely and satisfactonly removed. 30 or 10 times to discuss Watergate-and I wanted 

In the meantime, I believe it important to make a refresh my recollection as to what was the precise ar 
statement about this proceeding so that misconceptions entire truth. 
~b~ut this matter do not persist, simply. because ~ertain On September 29, 1973, I began a review of the ta1 
oa.s1c facts are not presented to the American· pubhc. recordings subpoenaed by the Special Prosecutor for tl 

First, the Senate Select Committee did not subpoena , grand jury and by the Sen;\te Select Committee. Tl 
the substance of the two unrecorded conversations. That reason was it had been my deliberate intention to litiga 

Volume 9-Numbor 46 · 13 : 
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84. 6 H.R. HALDEMAN TESTIMONY; JANUARY 30, 1974, WATERGATE 
GRAND JURY 25-31 25 

I 
I I 0 Do you recall having a conversation with :-tr. Higby 

2 ! in tho early part of April concerning you~ beir.g !urnishae 

3! 
4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

witn a particular tape? 

A 

Q 

A 

:r don't recall suc:h. no. 

You would recall that if·it happened, would you r..ot? 

l: would thin.le so,. but I have no recoll.ecti.on o: it. -

MR. BEN-VENISTE: I believe we have a COi'::CU.'"lication. 

frca Mr. Halaeman's at:to:i:ney that. he has an ~r to t!le 

c;uestion a.bout the logs., .i ' May Mr. K.al:4emaA: he excu$ed to con

fer wit:h counsel? 

THE FORD'.AN: You i:uay go ancl consult: with COWl39.l.. _ 

(Wheroupcm, the witness left 
the Grand Ju..-; rooca to co.-,;fei
with counsel.) 

- (Whereupon. t.'1e wit:ness re-
. -entered the G:a:id -;:n..""Y roon~ 

Q . Mr. Halde.::an, to :restate what! occurred outside, that: 

was carely a .suqgestio:i by Mr. Strickler that he go back to 

his office to attm:pt: to f~d the records we have inqui:ed 

about. : :rs that con:.=ct? 

A '!'hat's co:o:eat. 
1111,,11---· 

22 

13 

24 

25 I 
I 

II 

Q Now we ware ~sc:us~ing the da~e of your first llste 

ing to a _White Ea\1$8 tape, OJ: having one inyow: possession, 

and I was asking you whether it was not e :fact:. that: one was -

one or core were supplied to you 1:hrouc;h Mr. Higby. Now I 

DV 
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84.6 ll.R. HALDEMAN TESTIMONY, JANUARY 30, . 19'!4, WATERGATE 
GRAND JURY 26-3-1 

26 

'1 

1 ~ h.:i.ve added t."'lat "throug?l Mr. P._i.gby'". prior to the tiae that 

J! -,i 
I 
; 3: 
: 
I 

411 

I· 

:1·! 
': . I 

8 11 
Ii 

9~ 

I 
10 j 

i 

you received a large nu::tber of tapes on or about April. 25th. 

A That is not my belief o::: :recollaecti'.>n, no. 

O It is your tcstil!to:ly t!la t t.1-ie fi:rst tu;ie you e _Tnr 

had a tape or tapes in your ~oss--s9ion was .. the oCCASion s~

tima in late April, around the 25t.'1, when you n!ceived a l.argo:! 

nu:ber of tapes all at cr.?.e tir.:e? 

A Yes. :r have no recollection of a.-riy - the onl.y 

reason . I'm hesitat;ing is I am txyi?lg to be su:e _bac:ause, as :r 

am not sure of dates, I don't have a log on dates and a !ix 

I 

11 on dat:es • but as we have reconst:rnc:ted and did in Jw!ge Sirica s 

Court, the date, the A:Pril 25th date, vould See.cl to me to be 

the time that X listened to .the tap• for the £1:st: t:ime. That 

was t...'le first tiJ:la I had a tape. 

Q tJow on that occasion that you received, -among cr..her 

t.'l\ings the April 21!:t tape 

A March 21st. 

O I'm sorxy, March 21st tape, ca."\ you recall hew it 

was that you received a large number of other tapes? 

A ?Jo. We have qone tru:ou9h this befo~ and · :r 

Q Well, not before this Grand Jury. 

A Oh., I thought we had when :I was ±n here. :r:'r.'l sor:y. 

i don't -- the only basis would b9 tllat X had asked for or 

the request had been made for the tapes .covering a nw::ber of 

conversations. The intent, as :I recall. it, was to liste!! to 

DV 
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84. 6 H.B. HALDEMAN TESTIMONY, JANUARY JO; 1974, WATERGATE 
GRAND JURY 25-Jl 

27 

12 

13 

the l·!arch 21:.t one. 

It ~ay well hava been .that there waG an intcn~ or 

a contingent intention to li:.t~n to others. I don't: r~all 

that, but I do recall there being ,a m.u:ber of tapes delivered 

at t.~e ti~e that I fi=st receiveci the tapes. 

O Did Hr. Higby play soca role in furnishing tr.ese 

tapes to you? 

A I'm not sure. As I have testi.fied be·fore .. it is 

possible a."ld not at all unlikely t.l\at in requesting t.~e tapes, 

I asked Mr. Higby to c;et them for I:1&, to contact· 1".r. Bull., who 

was I guess at that time the contact point: or the cu:stodia:l 

of the taping system, or that I called Mr. Bull direct. 

not sure which. I could have done it eithe1: Yay. :rt ·would 

14 ,· have been a ve:i:y ~or.a.al procedure either way. 

15 

16 

17 

0 Now you don't recall the circ:u:i:,tanC9s with any 

particularity as to why it was you were fu_""1tlshed with a large 

nUl!'Cber of tapes. If the number twenty-two is so."'ltethinq about 

18 1 
which you cannot testify with soae clarity, :I will. state to 

you for the record that this is t."ut numbei:- that is inciic:.ate<l 
19 

20 

21 

24 

25 

!I 

was removed at t.~e time. 

. :r think you have testified t.ltat it was a l.arqe 11·--• 
of tapes, certainl.y more than .a dozen, :r thin.lt your test:il:lo!\y 

was. 

A I •m not sura t.'1at it was pat that way, bat: J: t..~ · 

in Judge Siri"4'• Court quastiQ.~inq. r said that X ha<i no basil 

DV 
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84.6 ~ii1:iN/~~~~Z!fIMONY, JANUARY 30,I:::4:.:AT::: ••7"'U 20 ,·~ 

1 I and no rec2:.on to qu~stion the s • ., had, or 

2 the listing of the tape• that had been Qcckod out at that I 
: i :::::i:::.: :::d .::t ·::t:::::::a .. ::t .. :.h::::: :::,e:: I 
s I ·· I ca..-i 't confir?:l that th.it's it, but I: have no reaso:t 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

II 

to question. . it. 

Q Going bad<: to the date that you r~ceived · thc::i, do 

you recall being surp:d:.cd at the nu;aber of tapes · that were · 

furnished .. to you? 

A No, I don't. 

Q So that on tbe basis of t.ltat you would thi:tk that i.t 

was within your contemplation at the til:le that you were to 

receive a · number of tapes? . 

A That I can ac:cept ·as a conclusion. X court have .a 

recollection of having e.."(pected a n~r, but l: also have no 

recollection of being surprised at the ·nm::ber. 

0 Now what did you co after you received the ·t.apes 'a.mi 

the tape recorder that was fu..""nished · along wit.'1 . t:l-.em? 

A I listened to the March 21st tape. 

Q Where did you do that? 

A In a small .anne>e office off the ·reception roc:i to 

my office. 

0 

A 

For how long did you listen to that conversation? 

J:'m not sure. :I think ey log gives sa.tte indic.aticm 

as to that. I don't reeair.ber w!lat it was, but it was .l.onq 

D_V 
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84.6 il.R. -HALDEMAN TESTIMONY; JANUARY 30, 1974, WATERGATE 
GRAND JURY 25-31 29-

· 1 i cnoug!l to go throug~ it and make notes o:i the tap!!. 

2 0 

A 

What did you listen to for ~-tarch 2l!.t? 

I listened to tho recording of .the C!.aeti,ng b~t~-,een 

the-President and Mr. Dean atwhich I was present for the 4j 

I latter portion of it. 51 
0 .. Did you listentc the portJ.on of t.'l.e conversation 6 

I during . which MJ:;; oean was prosient with the Presic!ent only? 7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

u 

16 

17 

18 
I 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

II 

A ; . T .. think .so, yes. It is my . r~ollect.ion , that :r: 

started at the beginning of the President• s !!!.Seti.mi vi.th ·-Mr. 

Dean. 

0 

, A 

did. 

0 

And you listen9d through to the. end of it? 

That .would be -~ -b~st recollection, yes. :t think :r: 

Did you listen to sO!!le porti,on, more than once? 

A 

was said, 

. Yes, _ in the · sense of not being able to discern what 

and going bac:k in a short jw=ip and llst:ening to a 

replay ~fa S8(JDl8nt or somethir.g ·that was sai:! that:t didn't 

understand or didn't hear. 

0 Did you take notes? 

A Yes. 

O Did you listen to .any other co::iversati.on aside fl:'m 

the one you described on that date? 

A No. 

Q What diet you do after you finished listening to the 

Marc.'l 21 tape? 

DV --
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84. 6 H.R. HALDEMAN-TESTIMONY, JANUARY 30, 1974, WATERGATE 

GRAND JURY 25-31 - JO 
I 

l I A I belicva -- and r- c!o!'l•t know th.it .I ~ent...dircctl:r, 

2 1 but i thin}: I cid -- that I went to the President'~ office. 

3 1 My recoll,action is th.J.t it wa3 th:3 EO::! of!"ic.c. J: ga•re hi.ri 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

a rundown on the conte.'lt .of tha ta.pe. ·· 

. Q Did you physically give- your notes to hia on the 

content of the tape? 

A 

.Q 

No, I didn't. :I'm al.1'!1ost sure I: fildn't • . 

Did you use your notes in c.aking t.'li.s report to t:he 

91 Presiden.t? 

10 

11 

12 

A 

0 

,Yes, I'r.:i sure I dicl. 

Do you recall what you said to the i>:r:esil!aiit in 

substanc::e and what he said to you? 

A No, except that I tried to review for hi:ll tha conte..'l~ 
13 

· of the tapes and anSt-1er questions t.1lat he had .reqa:d.i.-iq specific: 
14 

· poinu in the conversation that :X heard on the tap,9. 
1S 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Q What questions die the Pr~sident ask you? 

A There were a nu::i.ber of t.~e.-u. We had had SO?""..e dis- -

cussion at .. this poL'lt or at a.."l earlie .r . session. . r .a.~ not:. sure 

Q What is your ._best recollection? 

A My rec:ollec:tion is that there was discussion back 

and forth on a .number of the points .that were c!iscussed wit."1.in 
21 

22 
the tape ,as . . to , what spe.cifically was saic! and what t."1.e tape 

indicated. 

· My listening to the tape was -under diffic:ul.t circ:,::

stances, and I arn not sure that I: was able to ans-..er al1 of 

D'f 
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the questio?ls that wer.? raised. · There ·was discussion of 

2 specific points. 

4 

0 

A 

Well, what c!o you rec.ill? . 

I don't have ar1y recollection of specifics. We talk 
. . 

5 ed about t."lis before here ' ancl you ·asked, as I rec.ill, t."1.e s.u:e 

6 kind of questions and I had tho sa:ie problem. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

I volu:iteered then and :t can now to going .bac~ . and 

trying to reconstruct point: by point. and I ca.'l work .f:co:zl the 

notes to da that, and do it: r:uaybe 1:10...--e _acciu:a!:el.y. 

0 You t:hinJc you are . able . to discuss whatquest:ians the 

President asked you ancl what your responses w.re by revieifing 

12 your notes? 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

J7 

:JS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

I'm not: sure that I could. _ 

· 0 

asked you if Mr. Bunt: ' was paid his J:IOMy? 

A 

0 

A 

0 

I don't beliave·so. 

You don't believe so? 

I don't beli_,,. so; no. 

Do you recall having a con.venation with the 

President: ai!:,out whet:har the payment . o~ money to Hunt ~sf:itut: d 

A 'l'here was disc:uasion of , tha-t at various •· times aubse-

quent to March 21st. :I can't put: a fix on :what was dsiclZssed 

by whOIII at what . time. · 
24 

O Let's have yow: narration of what you do J:eCAll:. ·a.,d , 

DV 
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256 Mar 21 Oval 

Din 

E caught me why Gray w/hldg - instr frm us? 
we sd no further data - but he made dee. on his ow 
won't review anything w/ us 

disc of Gray strategy - re FBI files - Ervin etc. 

any further word on Sullivan? he's going to be over to see me 
want to sec what he has 

D reason for this AH - you don't know what I know 
so diff to make judgmts 

overall - no dbt re seriousness - cancer close to Pdcy 
growing daily, compounds itself -
being blkmld, people wl start perjury to protect others 

no assurance it won't bust 

267 Wtgte 
std w/ instr to me from H to set up legit intcll op. 

I turned to Caulfield cause not fam. w/ this 
told him come up w/ plan. 

consensus was Caulfield not man to do this 
after rejected - I was told 1701 - came up w/ Liddy 

had done extremely sens. thgs at WH 
ie Ellsbergs Dr's office etc 

Krogh sd gd man+ gd lawyer 

so Mag sd to M WH is pushing us 
so M sd go ahead - not knowing plan 

had lot of diff targets 
284 info did come to Str & to H - no doubt about 

Str knew what it was - H may not have 
D - "I've never pushed them on this cause hurts 

to give extra inch. 
H even gave instr to chg capab. from Musk to McG 

& L decided to bug McG 
never bugged McG -

info · was coming over here 

next time I aware - Jun 17 - brkin. 
put pieces together 

ask'd L - anyone in WH - L sd no 
how happened - L pushed by Mag 

Mag sd WH not happy w/ what getting 
D thks it was Str saying Hnot happy 

p - cant sec why doing it 
D - probing info re Convs 

Mag is totally knowlcd g bl on whole thing 

don't know how much knolcdge M had 
292 Mag did perjure self 

they ran test. by me - D said don't know -
if that's yr. stry - fine 

Indistinct document retyped by 
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took him to mt M - M had sent him to WH for Krogh 
told L. <level plan - after hired at CRP 

}lag called D to mtg at M's re L's plan 
L laid out mill$ plan - incredible 

blackbag, kidnap,,prostit, bugging, mugging 
M sat puffing+ laughing - agrees incrid 

2nd mtg - Din at tail end - same kind of stuff 
D sd these arc not things to disc in off of AG 

(trying to get M off hook) 
told them to pack up & get out - recxam 

Mag - H - L & D 
came back & told,-H - growing disaster - WH out 

H agreed 
D thot t'd off - last he heard of it 

had dlgs w/ L after - never tlkd about it. 

D puts pieces together 
L came up w/ another plan apparently 

didn't get it approved 
so L & Hunt saw Cols - Cols tld Mag - fish or cut bait 

'if you dont use them I will - apptly Feb 
D assumes Cols knew what tlkg about 

probly de~ & get away w/ it 
Cols'liclped to get it off dime 

P - thks H assumed they had a proper op 
&'thru Str started pushing them for info 000003 

Mag did know & spec. instrd to go into DNC 

294 I honestly bel no one over here knew 
Bob I don't blv specifically knew 

Str did know 
Bob knew there was a capacity 

297 Post Jun 17 
I was under clr instr not to invest 

worked on theory of cntmnt 
totally aware FBI & 'GJ - & had to 

Peterson's a soldier - kept me informed 
blvs in you & this Admin 

made sure invest. narrowed nothing improper 
ran out to fullest extent 

P - why didn't call H - D - no reason to call him 
Str appeared - as result of coaching - to be dumbest 

302 L deal w/ Kldst at Bng Tree CC 

they std making demands - attys fees 
yr asking us to take this thru elect 

so arrgmnts made thru M - I was present 
they had to be taken care of - fees done 

Klmb raised cash -
some to Hunts lawyer - his wife was taking$ to Cubans 

Indistinct document retyped by 
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306 Bob is inv E is I am M is 

311 

& its obs .tr of justice 

P how H inv 
D - ran out of$ - 350 in safe - polling 

so they came here - I went to H 
H sd what for - I told him 

decided no price too high to pay to blow before elect. 

now wl be cont. blkmail by Hunt L. McC 
Cols had tlkd indir to Hunt re commutation 

don't thk Sen can find this - all cash 

the blm 1 is cont 
Hunt called Lawyer O;B at CRP Fri - lawyer to me 

H d~ndg 72 personal SO atty fees 
by close bus yest - affairs in order - sentence Fri 

D sd you cclllle to wrong man - I'm not inv. in $ 
don't know thing about it - cant help you 

O'B grt ball player - safe - no prob 
Hunt made dir thrt agst E - blkmail 

I wl bring E to his knees - .put him in jail 
~, Ellsberg & other things -, I don't know extent 

314 Where are softpts - how many people know? 

H & L used in Calif brkin 
aware it was right out of WR 

Cubans were same 
H & L fully 

p - Why D - I don't know 
here I've gotten wind of 
2nd story job on Brookings 

Cpl thgs 
one , time 

was 

Who knows 

told E instrd it -ckd, he said . turn it {unreadable] 
& I did - not worth it 

Cubans lawyer - Rothblatt - no good SOB 
F Lee Bailey - came in to cool Rothblatt down 

Bittman 
O'B + Park - they're solid, but they know 
all principals - some wives - Mrs Hunt whole pie 

320 P. pt . someone did raise Hunt connnutation 

that's extent of knowledge 

soft spots 
1 - contg. blkmail - not just now, when in prison etc. 

& \wl compound obstr justice & cost$ 
people here aren't pros - don't know how to do this 

P - may be we can't 

000005 

D - that's right - plus prob raising$ 000006 
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324 

328 

Mis working on$ 
no denying H - E - I invlvd in early$ raising 

P - how much$ D - Mill dollars over next few yrs. 
P - you need -the money we can get the money 

we can get in cash - I know where can be gotten 
but q is who can hdl it D thats right 

D - M shld be chrgd w/ that & gt pros to help him 
he has LaR getting it D told him that's awful 

tlkd to Pappas P - I know 
Pappas agreed to help 

p thkg out loud here - wld you put it thru Cuban Com 
D - no 
p some wl be cash is Cuban an obstr just 

wld that give it a cover? 
D - some for Cubans & Hunt - Then have L - McC doesn' t want $. 

McC's not a bought man right now 

growing cancer i e 
1) Krogh perjured before GJ ~ haunted by it 

says I haven't had a pleasant day on my job 
told wife cause curtain may ring down 

perjured re did he know the Cubans? 
sd he didn't 

2) M & Mag potential perjurers 
3) poss of any individl blowing 

L strongest of all 

P - yr major one to control is Hunt cause knows so much 
D - right 

0

hc cld sink Cols. 
thks Cols abandoned him - no$ 

P - looking at ium prob - don't you have to hdl 
H's finan sit 

D - I tlkd M re that last nite 
334 P - got to keep the cap on the bottle that much 

D - That's right 
P - either that or let it all blow right now 

D - that's the q. 

Klmbach - at Jan 69 had $1,7 mill to keep 
in boxes ult to Calif. knowledge of this 

spent a good deal since 69 - hard to acct for 
ic 500 th for priv. polling - nothing wrong 

sent 400 th to South for another cand (Wallace) 
937 mcntnd Tony - who did Chapp study 

P - I heard about that 
nothing illegal - but explosive 

000007 

don't know anything illegal - except won't blow whistle 
ic they'll ask him re Scgrctti 

where get cash etc 
P - how wld you hdl that 

D - docsnt bother me - not ctim 
just polit embarrassing 000008 

Ind37is~t~i7 n~c~t~dTo_c_Ullle~~n~t,_.r_e~t~yp~e-d~b-y~ 
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other vuls -
- runaway GJ in NY - M & Stans 

wl try to drive E into that 
Don N Jr etc 

E may have to appear at that GJ - no priv. 

that's the overall pie 

re Scg - H did authorize - ck 
potential felony chg v. C 

has to disprove his control of Scg 
use of stats .. re interfere w/ campaign 

P - not too concerned - prob on PR side 
D real prob .isi.growing sit - support for Wgtc 

& need for some to perjure 
if this ever blows & we're in a cover up si,t 

extremely damaging to you 
ic if starts brkg & they find crim.cascs agst H, D, M, E 

P· coming down. to that fact we cannot take the heat 
we have to share it a little 

D - thats right H & E & M & I shld sit down 
spend a day or,bowcvcr. long to fig out 

1 - how carve this away from you so. docs no.t dam you 
or Pdcy 

352 I know frm our convs these arc thgs you 
have no knowledge of 

P - trigger man was Cols on this 
D - well he was just in the chain 
p 

1 - will this brk someday-domino sit 
H accused of thgs never heard of. 

P wl be hurt most 

D - I am not confid we can ride thru this 
there arc soft spots 

everybody looking out for self - criminal 
we were able to hold for a long time 

my facility hampered by Gray on front page 

P - supps you & H & E & M Put out full discl. 
D - One way - P tell AG for another GJ 

avoid crim liab for many & min for rest 
by thkg thru. immunity - ic Mag 

but some have to go to jail 

P - who., lets talk about that 
D - I think I. wld for one - P - oh hell no 

D - can sec people ptg finger 
P - you were doing as counsel - obstr just 

could cut it off at the pass 
D - thk w/ prop coord. w/ D. Just 

Pete only one I know.bright cnuf to advise us 

000009 

put together w/ max scp [unreadable] & minimal dam to 
individuals 
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367 

have faith in him -
re obstr just 

D - I've been conduit of info tkg care of people 
who were guilty of crimes ; 

p -

the blkmail 

suppose you got the money & way to hdle it 
wld seem to me that wld be worthwhile 

have prob Hunt clemency 
Il - right & the others - may be untenable 

not sure you can deliv on elem 
P - not before 74 elect for sure 
D - may further involve you 
P - & 'its wrong 
D - there've been some bad judgmts made 

& some nee. judgmts made before elect 
can't burden 2nd Admin w/ something that won't go away 
has to be ••• 

who else potential crim. 
D - E, conspir to burg Ellsberg 

picture was in files - not buried 
why phone at WH in secy's name 

don't have a plan - but shld thk in terms, 
how to cut losses, not further compound 

P - but at moment don't you agree better take the 
Hunt thing 

E & ,H have met w/ D - never w/ M 

H has potential crim liab frankly 

indicted - maybe never convicted 

000011 

P - if they're going to be indicted - better to tough it thru 
cut our losses - but if it blows wl never recover 

so fight it out - no one testify 
realize wkness re blkmail 

D - get you up & out & away from it 
or hunker down & fight at every turn 

& hope we can do it. & take the heat 

P - still consid - bef Cab & ldrs etc. 
re my invest -

D - if we go that route I can give a show 

P - most diff prob arc the guys going to jail 
& clemency - how long wl they sit. 

P - have mtg fast - today - tomorrow 
D - H & E don't want to tlk to M 

H agrees you shld have facts 
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H in somewhere 

398 

D - can chg them w/ blkmlg us 

P - I tlkd w/ E - so he can get away from this 
he reco mtg at earliest time 
pushes for mtg HEM 

don't want Moore there. 
decide - then let me know 
tell them exactly what you told me 

re obstr etc 
then see what the line is 

stonewall & take heat? 
analyze vul. pts. Hunt 

Hunt blow whistle 

P - pt is all the secys etc know 

D,tells H for first time re Cols - Mag phonecall 

P - Hunt prob is serious cause of Ellsbcrg 
D - put on nat'l sec basis 

but why not CIA or FBI 

H - cause we were ckg them 
D can probly get by on that 

solves Krogh prob - was treason 

P lilust have talk w/ M 

P either decide so many crim probs - not pub
for WR staff 

000013 

H - q where cut o::f pt is - poss of L - where ar now 
req's continued perjury by Mag 

P - & .req's total. control over all defdts 
D - Hunts playing hard ball -w/ re E etc. 
H - what w/? $ (obviously first I knew) 

418 P - 120 th - easy to get - not easy to deliver 
Try ,to ·cut losses - won't work - in end bleed to death & look like coverup. 

have to look at what they arc 
avoid crim liab. - Bob, C, Str & M 

H - & Mag if you can 
P - D says if Mag goes down pulls all w/ him 

another way -
cont. to try to fight it 

req. 1 mill dollars to take care of defs 
that can be arrgd. 

but they'd crack after we're gone 
best people won't care that much 

we can't del. on clemency - Cols promises. 

1176 D - Hunt tlkg out by Xmas H - this year? 
says that's his commtmt from Cols. H - I'd blv it. 

- 427 Kldst has control of parole bd S. says we can dcl. 
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disc'd parole 
p 

D our grtst jeopardy is to pay the blkmail 
430 P - we can get the$ - no prob w/ that 

but can't provide the clemency 
money can be provided - M can provide way to deliver 

H - don't sec any way WH or anyone in WH involved in 
trying to give up money 

D - we're already deeply cnuf in that That's the prob 
' 

000014 

D - when they ran out of Kmbach money cause after the 
& I had to explain what it was for 

350 that w/ (unreadable] 

no recpt. 
H - that was sent to LaR where blgd - in pieces 

& balance was all rct'd to LaRuc - but 
we cldn't cont. piecemeal giving - wld tell H - he'd get Str to go J 

up to safe, 
D - every time asked had to get Str to safe 

& take to LaR a forever operation 

H - this was loans to be replenished 
D - they'll have hell of a time proving it. 
P - back to money - the mill$ ways to get it & 

hard place your view is - hell w/ [unreadable] say to them it's all off · 
that's the way to do it isn't it? 

H - only way can live w/ - cause down years 
had to get thru Nov 7 - no q. 

D - these f cl lows cld have sold out to Dcins •· 
P - so let it go - they blow whistle - the · clcan way 

iR that really yr rec? 
D - no - not necessarily the cleanest way 

is tliere way to get our story before GJ - they mv WH 
haven't thot that thru 

1226 P - E has ~aised pt of GJ - don't know how you do it 
have WH called before it 
~ives reason not to go to Comm -
· puts it in exec .session, rules of evid. 

disc re GJ procedure .& what can do ·1 
Hill much worse to deal w/ 
what do to Ervin Comm - etc 
o. of spec. prosec. 

D - wld like to have Pete on our side advising us 

D - US Atty wl pull all defdts back & immunize them 
won't do any good - they'll Stonewall 

ex. Hunt - that's Hunts oppty. 

')00015 

p - that's why for imP.Jed. thing you've got no choice w/ H w/ the 120 
is that riJ,?ht 
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2. 

3. 

1274 

D - That's r ig ht 
wld you agre e that 

P - if that wl buy time - be tter damn well get that done 
D - I thk he ought to be given some sig. anyway 
P - for C's sake get it in a way that -

whose going to talk to him - Col s on - he's the one 
D - well Cols doesn't have any money - that's the thing 

one of real probs - they haven't been able to raise$ 
mi-11 in cash is very diff prob 

as we've disc before 
M has tlk'd to Pappas I called him last -

John asked me to call him last nite after our disc. 
& after you'd met w/ John to see where that was 

& I said have you tlkd w/ Pappas -
all in code cause MM on phone 

did you tlk to the Greek - M Yes I have 
is the Greek bearing gifts - M well I want to call 

you tomorrow on that 
P - well look what is it you need on that 
D - it sounds easy - but that's our brkdwn 
P - well if you had it - how wld you get it to somebody 
D - La R lvs it in mail bo~es - someone phones Hunt 

we're a bunch of amat~urs in that bus. 
H - that was the thing we that M ought to be able to 

find somebody to do that sort of thing 
none of us know how to 

D - have to wash - to Vegas - NYC 
lrnd all this after fact 

get shape for next time around 

H - what about the money we moved back frm here 
D they may have some 
H Kalmbach must have some 
D Kalm doesn't have a cent 
H the 350 was all we saved 

we're so square we get caugh 
P - suggest this -

the GJ thing has appeal - at least we're coop. 

D -- once we start there's no control 
did _ amazing job keeping on track before 

I knew where they were going 
P - what happens at GJ 
D - depends en what Mag says - chgs his stry 

000016 

000017 
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H - that's the best leverage on Jeh 
unless they give him il'lJTlunitv 

then have intstg orob. 
D - we have control of who they il'l!'!unize 
P - thkg how P looks - we'd be cooperating 

that's where shld be done - GJ 
then exec priv before Col'UII 

H - do we agree to rls GJ transcriots 
D - that's not up to us - up to Court 

disc. of GJ route 
H - to our interest to get it out 

P - other poss 
1 - hell w/ it - can't raise$ - Hunt blow whistle 

raises probs - get Mag - poss Cols. - M. 
D - starts.whole FBI again 

might get E -
D - Krogh go down in smoke 

I!at Sec won't sell in crim sit. 
P - we have no choice on Hunt - eventually wl blo~v 

D - see how we can lay out everything we know to GJ 
so if Hunt blows - we've already told it 

not incl E deal - cause Hunt go to jail for that 
P - don't go into Natl Sec area 

P - other thing - have GJ & CoM 
GJ appeals ·· cause P Makes the move 

that's the place to do it, 
can't risk M going 

third is just hunker dO',m & fi~ht it 

D - that's a high risk 
D something wl brk 

P wl look like P. is covering up 

D- have to look at other alts 

P- middle grd of GJ & finally 
or pub stat w/o GJ 

disc. 
have to move fast.if sentence on Fri. 

D- AG cld call Sirica & ask delav sent two wks 
Kldst has good raoport w/ Sirica 

000018 

000019 
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1365 

D - the person I feel we cld use is Pete 
awkward - but remove him - to dis. w/ him 

spec. assn't here 
advise what is obstr - €tc. 

P - how wld you get him out 
D - appeal dir to Pete 
P - P call in as spec. couns to WH. 

rather than D? 
D cld rec. that to P. 

(D didn't seem to know Pete planning to lv) 
Flw see if Klds & can put off 

2 - get M down tomorrow - disc. this 
H why not tonight 

P - I'll mt w/ grp - or D report to me at end 
I shld stay away from M side of this 

- good to consid these options 
when have right plan 

no doubt you were right before election 
need new plan now 

H - have to turn off erosion - comes to P. 
at any cost 

disc. 
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84.8 . RAYMOND ZUMWALT TESTIMONY, NOVEMBER 1, 1973, 
IN RE GRAND JURY1 MISC. 4?-73 1 96-9? 

'. 96 

·IQ ·More spec1N.cnlly now. and let's deal .with these 22 

I tapes which uere '.turned over to you according to your records• 

if I understand them. they were turned over to Mr. Bull at · 1:lJ5 

p.m. on Aprii 25 • 1973 and they were returned at 5 :28 on April 

25th. 1973? 

A Yes. 

Q .And·~ain they went out . on April. 26th at 11:00 a.o. · 

and came back at 5:05 p.m. on May 2nd. 1973? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you recall what ~. Bull asked you for in select-

ing these tapes. did he ·give you a list -'or give you instructions 

on what to renove orally? 

A . It would probably have been nn oral request. 

Q Is that your recollection? 
• 
·A, Yes. I can never remember hi111 writing down the dates. 

Q What do you rec .a1Lh1s inst·ructions being? 

A I really don't know. I would even have to look at 

that from the dates involved in the tapes that were signed out 

that day. 

Q Take a look ,at them (handed to the witness ) . · 

-
A In involves all tapes f'rom March 12. 1973 through May. 

It would have been a request t:or oome time period covering that 

time period• i.n other words~' 

Q There are obviously dates which are not included 

bettreen the 28th of' l!arch and the 12th of :·la rch. corroct? 

(1606) 



84. 8 RAYMOND ZUMWALT TESTIMONY, NOVEMBER 1, 1973, 
IN P.E GRAND JU~, MISC. 47-73 1 96-97 . 

A I'm sorry? 

Q Maybe I misled you. 

' 

97 

These are not in chronological. order. 'i'he t'1rst tape 

appears to be dated 2-28 to 3-22? 

·A Yes. 

Q 'r'hat is White House Telephone. covering that peri.od? 

A }!es. 

Q Now the last date on there appears to be 3.,.23 .. }.s that 

correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Now• knowing those dates., can you tell what your · 

instruction was it you can't recollect it 1nctependently? 

A I would my a date t'rom and to. 

Q or all co.'lversationo? 

A, Evidently or all conversations. 

Q As t'ar as you know there are no tapes which were. made 

during the dates I .have indicated which were not included 1n 

I this list? 

L A Right. 

_Q llow • going to the second page there are 26 tapes 

1 nd1cated? " 

A Yes. 

Q And these left all at one ti.me again. is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q That was.June~. 1973? 

(1607) 



84.9 H.R. HALDEMAN CALENDARJ iiPRIL 25-2aa 1973 

Indistinct document retyped by 
House Judiciary Conmi ttee - staff 

H. R. HALDEMAN CALENDAR - WEDNESDAY, APB.IL 25, 1973 

A.M. 

7:55 H in 

8:15 L. Higby 

8:35 Bruce Kehrli 

8:40 John Ehrliclunan 
JohnW:tlson 
and Frank Strickler 

9:25 Wilson and Strickler in 
P's Oval 0 

9:45 Ron Ziegler 
9:55 [Ziegler out] 

10:25 Ron Ziegler 

10:45 John Wilson, Frank Strickler 

10:55 John Ehrl:tclunan 

11:05 President's EOB O w/Ehrliclunan 

P's EOB O w/E 

L. Higby 
Lunch w/LH 
H to private office 

p .M. 

1:00 

2:15 

2:451 

_J 
Presidents EOB O 4:45 

12:55 

Evenin 

P.M. 

6 :-45 Departed for home 

Indistinct -document retyped by 
House Judiciary Conmittee staff 

(1608) 
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84. 9 H. R. HALDEMAN CALENDAR. APRIL 25-26. 19'?3 

Indistinct document retyped by 
House Judiciary Colllllittee staff 

H. R. HALDEMAN CALENDAR - THUXSDAY, APRIL 26, 1973 

A.M. 

8:00 H in 

8:15 L. Higby (2) 

9:00 President's Oval 0 

10:30 John Wilson 
and Frank Strickler 

11:30 John Ehrlichman 

. . . . 

12:45 H to Private Office 

P.M. 

6:00 

7:15 

.Evening 

Indistinct document retyped by 
House Judicia-.;y Comn:1.ttee staff 

(1609) 

P.M. 

H rejoined mtg. 1:00 

E departed 1:15 

H lunched 1:30 
w/Wilson & Strickler 

John Ehrlichman 2:00 
ret. 

L. Higby 2:25 

H to Private Office 2:45 I 
President's EOB 

Office 

Presidents EOB 

Home 

3:45 _J 

5:45 

7:30 

8:45 
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85. On April 26, 1973 Senator Lowell Weicker, a member .. of the Senate 

Select Connnittee, released to the press information that Patrick Gray 

had burned politically sensitive files which had been given to ·him·by 

John Dean from Howard Hunt's White House· safe. Petersen has testified 

that on this date the President telephoned him to ask if Gray ought to 

resign as Acting FBI Director and that Petersen told the President that 

he thought Gray's position was untenable. At the President's instruc 

tion, Petersen, Gray and Kleindienst met that evening and discussed 

Gray's possible resignation. Kleindienst telephoned the President and 

recommended that Gray step down, but added that Gray did not see it 

that way. The President ·told Kleindienst that he would not requfre 

Gray _to resign immediately. Gray has testified that Kleindienst also 

stated after speaking to the .President there must be no implication 

· that in burning these files there was any attempt of a coverup at the 

White House. 
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to me that that telephone conversation was made in Washington. since 
there is no reference at all to San Clemente or Key Biscavne and nor
mally the people who kept this log would make such references. 

Senator '\YEICKER. Now, )fr. Gray, I would like to move along, if we 
can, to the events of April, more specifically those events which com
menced with vour telling me of the burning of the files in your office on 
April 25. I think that has been gone into in detail. If there is anything 
you want to add, any further question, I am sure they will de\-elop 
that, but I would like to move from April 25 to the afternoon of April 
26 and have you recount to the committee in your own words what 

r ranspired in the late afternoon of April 26. · 
}fr. GR.u. ·well, Sena.tor "\Veicker, it was after 6 o'clock in the eve

ning when I was leaving and I believe it to be somewhere bet\veen 6 :15 
and 6 '30 and I wns drivin,l! out the g,,te and the police officer there, of 
the GSA security force, ufficer Cousin, whom I used to say hello to 

. every night as we drove out, exchanging a fe,v pleasantries~ said to me 
that :Mr. Petersen had called and it is urgent and you are to call him 

· right away, and I got out of my car and I walked into the guard booth 
there and I telephoned Mr. Petersen and lir. Petersen said that he had 
had a call from the Attorney General, Attomey General Kleindienst, 
and Attorney General Kleindienst wanted to meet with us in his office 
at 7 p.m. Mr. Petersen said he was calling from the golf course and was 
coming in direotly from the golf course and it was about the stories 
and rumors · tha't were on the media circuit that the files had been 
burned. And I said, fine, I will go back up to my office and wait a 
while, and I asked my dri'rnr, Special Agent Thomas liote, who is also 
a good friend of mine, to park the car and wait for me, and I went on 
up to the office and at about 7 :15 p.m. I walked over to the Attorney 
General's office and I found the main door locked and I walked to 
what we call an alcove door that leads almost directly into ,his own 
private office and I can remember pulling out my key and the door was 
open. I did not have to use my key. And I walked right in, walked 
through the conference room, walked into the secretary's area and 
picked up the phone, called lir. Petersen and told him that I was here 
in the Attorney General's office and just then the Attorney General 
walked in-I could hear his footsteps:-and I told lir. Petersen the 
Attorney General walked in, come on up, and I .went back immediately 
and the. Attorney General said to me the President had called him and 
is concerned about the reports that these files were burned a.nd tha.t .. we 
had to meet and make some recommmendation tothe,President. 

By then Mr. Petersen had come·up. We both sat in chairs in. front 
of the Attorney General's desk and I told them that 'Lhad spoken with 
you. I did not say to them that vou had talked to the press, eventhough 
you had told me that you did. ~You said to. me you are probably going 
to be the angriest man in the world at me for talking to the press and 
I told you, no, you ought to be the ang-riest man in the world at me. 
I did not say that you had given this mformation to the press but I 
said I believe that Senator Weicker knows all about this because I have 
spoken to him. 

Then :\Ir. Kleindienst said let's have a drink. [Laughter.] .And l!r. 
Petersen and Mr. Kleindienst and I all went into a little prirnte office 
off of his main office and lir. Kleindienst fixed. a drink for himself 
and )fr. Petersen and I do not drink and I just sat there in an over-
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stuffed leather chair and )Ir. Kleindienst was sitting right in front of 
me facing me and he said to me, "It doesn't seem to me that you can · 
continue as acting director of the FBit and I said, "\Ve11, Dick, it 
does seem to me that I can continue as acting director of the FBI 
because these files had absolutely nothing to do with ·watergate and 
the men and women of the FBI know I have done nothing to stifle this 
investigation, but that I will accede to wha~rnr the President wishes. 
If he wishes me to continue to serve, I will serve. If he wishes me to 
resign, . I will resign." . 

Mr. Kleindienst then went into his other office and said he was going 
to talk to the President and during his absence )Ir. Petersen was pacing 
up and down in the office, walking back and forth, and I remember 
him distinctly saying, "Pat, I am scared.:' And I said, "Henry, why?" · 
And I am still sitting there in that chair. And he said, "I am scared 
because it appears that you and I are expendable and Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman are not." And I said, "Henry, do you think I should get a 
lawyer?" And-this is the first time I had entertained the idea, and he 
said, "Yes." And I did. Later. 

LJ 
·But then .Mr. Kleindienst came back into the office and sat down in 

he chair again, · facing ma, and. said "The President wants you to con
inue to serve as acting director," and I said, "Fine, Dick, I will do 
t." And then all three of us left the office. "\Ve walked out of the office 
ogether. -

Senator W EICKER. ~ow, would you move to the morning of the 27th ? 
Mr. GRAY. Well, when I got home·that evening I got-it was after 

8 o'clock and I did quite a bit of thinking about this ~nd I thought 
that I had better really resign, that this was not the thing to have 
done and that there was no way in the world that I would be able to 
explain it to the FBI. It would take too long. So corning into the 
office that next morning, I asked two members of my personal staff, 
the oldest two members, to come in and sit down with me. I told them 
aU the facts and I said, I just feel that I can no longer command the 
FBI. They agreed with me and I told them, I said, all right. What 
I want you to do, I am going to call l\Iarjorie in, my secretary, and 
dictate my resignation. I want you to prepare a statement to go along 
with it. Ear1ier that morning, at about 8 o'clock, when I first came in. 
I called Mr. Felt, reached hack on my console, pushed his button and 
called him and I said, "l\Iark, later on I am going to want to talk with 
you and members of the personal staff about this story of the burning 
of the files but I feel that I can no long-er command the FBI.'i I told 
him that earlier. Then -they came-the· members of my personal staff 
came-the two members of mv personal staff came hack in at. about 
10 :15 in the morning. I asked ·1fr. Felt to come in. We went over the 
whole thing again, went owr the statemt>nt. ,Ye went o,·er m:'\· letter of 
resignation and I told )fr. Felt to haw the acting directors assemble 
at 11 :~O, that I was g-oing-to trll the _\ttornev Gpneral that I was 
going to resign andthat was all that was to it. . . 

I can't-I belien that I did tell the _\.ttornev General. I am pretty . 
sure. that I told the Attornev General. I hrn-enl en'n looked at m,· 
logs to see if there is a telephon~ call to him but lam pr('tty sure that 
I told hi.m that I was going to resign. · · 

J had Mr. Felt S<'t. up the meeting with the assistant directors at 
11 ::10 in m:'\· confcr<'nce room so I could appear before thPm and tell 
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Senator TAL:\I,\DGE. You accepted it as an. order ·a· nd yo.u executed it 
an order and you carried it out as an order, is that correct? 

~Ir. GMY. That is correct. · 
Senator TALl\IADGE. 1:Vhat did you think the source of this authority 

was? 
l\Ir. GRAY. vVell, as I have testified, I cannot really say it came from 

the President but I can say to you, Senator Talmadge, that one thing 
I neglected to say in the course of the conversation in the Attorney 
General's little prirnte office when he was sitting there, after having 
talked with the President, :Mr. Kleindienst said to me there must . be 
no implication that in burning these files there was any attempt of a 
covemp at the 1Vhite Honse, and I told him, I said, "Dick, I dearly got 
instructions, I thought, to bum those files and I burned them and that 
is going to be my testimony." . 

Senator TAUIADGE. You assumed that Dean's authoritv came from 
the President, did you not? ~ 

1Ir. GRAY. He was standing right there in the presence of the top 
assistant to the President. · 

Senator TALMADGE. You assumed that Ehrlichman's order came 
from the President? · 

Mr. GRAY. I had to believe they were acting for the President, yes. 
Senator TALMADGE. You assumed that it came from the Chief Ex

ecutive of the United States of America acting in that capacity, sub-
ordinates? . · . 

Mr. GRAY. I made that assumption but, Senator Talmadge, in fair
ness and decency'and honesty, I h:t,·e to say I just cannot testify under 
oath that the President ordered them to do this. 

'Senator TALMADGE. I can llilderstand that. 
Mr. GRAY. Bnt I made that assumption. there isno--
.Senator TALMADGE. You were in the Navy, when you got an order 

from the fleet commander you assumed it came from the Chief of 
Na val Operations, did you not i 

Mr.GRAY. That is correct. 
Senator TALl\IADOF.. And in turn that he was appointed by the Presi

ent of the United States, it came from the authority of the President; 
that an accurate statement 1 
:Mr. GRAY. That is correct. 
Senator TALMADGE. I beliern you, in some statement, stated you 

wrote the President, I believe-
Mr. GRAY. That is correct. 
Senator TALllIADGE lcontinning]. In 1968, to beware of his subordi.:. 

nates, they were attempting to wear his stripes as Commander in Chie.f; 
is that correct? 

Mr. GRAT. Yes, sir: I wrote that to him. that was in connection with 
my letter to him saying that I was delighted to hear his remarks on 
the evC'ning there in the Waldorf because I was writing in terms of 
the didsiYenessand polarization that had set upon our country and 
it seemed to me he wa~ saying hC' was going to yield this and I wrote 
it. in that <'onnedion. I wrote him a Yl'n· idealistic floweJ"in!!' kttel" and 
that lettH was introdnc-ed in e\·idence before the. Nedzi subcommittee. 
but in the ·1C'tter I did just say that. Senator Talmadge. · · 

Senator T AL:\L\DGF.. 1Vlrnt mnde ,ou think then that his subordinates 
were trving to take ad\•antnge of the positions that they were being 
placed in? 
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; Washington, April 26 (NEWS Bmeaii)-,\ding· j 

FBI Dir~~ L. Patrick Gray 3d is 'prepared to ten . f 
the Watergate crand jury 1hat, at tlltt suggestion cJf. _ l 
two toP White-;Bouse aides, he burned two "highly I! 
daSJiified, politically sensitive'.' fi~ belongint. to . 
Waterra~ coaspirator & :Howard Hiilif Jr. two ' i, 
weeks· after the June 11 break~ill at Deniocriatie · h 
Party headquartel'S. .,- ! 

$ources close to Gray said he told Assist.ant Attorney 
General Henry Petersen that he was handed tbe·lfunt _ '·· 

of John· D, Ebrlichman, President N"ixon's chief domestic 

· 1 

! 

file• an.· . d µ,ld;. "Th. e.<ie should.. ne'l'er iee the light of. day,.".· .. 1·.·.· by White House Counsel Jobn·W.J)ean 3d in the presen_ce: 

ad;!:e:~urces said G~y mado Ap,:,1 is; be thoUght Gray· still l. 1·· 
;"el!J!~ini:11ri~~t;:d:!:. ~!,1::! .!1;;~t:fea!~ !~r:as!--
_4pnt 16. At that iiml!. Gray told n~w fads concemin1,, the di~poai. _ 
~ .. ~ d·ter.sen .. h.e did not.·,read the Hunt t1on of the ;con~n~ . He aa~ he ·: -- --- - ,.,, "" '·"'".· ---_-. -. · 
f~'- ~~-~ -~~1..I'iiJ:~·becattse reported his f1ndmga - to_ N1Ion L -Patrick Gray 3d ie f-Mt,Srei 
Tfiu~ fiad assured him they - that same d~y and ui,t P~I te tell Wat«cate gnuul ,.,,. 
1i,1t '<''!nntt~~ with .~-.terga~ turned tht; information Oftr'.,~ M bam~"'two_highlyclauf(W 
hut we~_ .. h,~_9ell11t1v~ clasm. Pe~u una-..atlable for:.C,m.. _,ialiticaily.- -~~e" ~ii;& _ 

'', ·~~!-'.!1 .. t.t-!~~~inb-yg.._t:>_:aaPl.~Jiclit co. mp~lici~~ in ~.\he·.~~.~Mti~1f of 
\\ • Wal•rj,ete Ito. .cOff • lo~, ~~:;;;,;i;;j jU$t~i){~; -..; (~uth- .. \Tietnampe) Pruideat 

,-~ow ouer. P.rHid•nt NixOft•• June u;:19n, ineeting with Gray, Diem.,. . ~ 
J.ui~ for 11.W pa•.:•. Sec .. John. yau drive over the bridge ---Gray wu t.old b,.-Peterilen that 
c · :C.. o ff (the Arlington bridge) "IA> and lhe fabrications wen, made by 

•ptfv."'tu • JMI• ,. . from. work eYery day why didn't H~t, but he: was not informed 
you ·• .· \hro,r h ia Ille M ~ .U. PUl'J!9M 9f · Ille 'faked 

fit>d nationai security documint.a river?" ·' · · .. - _ "_ .·-\·_ · . _ cabJd. · - .. : - ,; 
of political dynamite." Dean lives in 1ul,arban Virginia, Howe~r, ·. 1£ · la , known . that 

In ·a .s__tatement tonight Ehrlich- ~rou th~ PntomRt' from ·W(!~ :~ !. t;rWh~teCr~:~c'!a':ri 
man U.1d he was present when m,-to". ant. wu eompilina a __ dassiet on 
J?ean hand!NI a large ienve1~pe to G'"1'!.y learned orJy .f$:.LI"f!a;:: Sen. Edward - I( •. Kennedy· -fU
(,ray, ·but added tht ~~ did !,r.f. l from P'°tenen of the supJ~ MMC} particularl7_ an ·t1ie· fatal 

_.know_ ~he_ .c~nt.ent,a excei,t thatteontents of- tbt ~··_'.. T,_·.=:..1• was auto~ on Cha;,paquiddkk 
' J;ray .._ t.G1d. by _ ~ean. ~at th~ 'i· 1a~1[ to iaave described"" the two in 196a, for pouible Wit by tile 

en~elo,rt: wntamed semntive ma•· H:.:.,:! file. as containing . "fabri- NQU>II ~· reelection· -eommitt.ee _ if 
tenaL . . _ . _. _ I eated State Department eable:a re- ,;: -: _ >~ --;---1- · '· ... · • _. · 
,,. ~rl1chman uid-- up until Isled ta President KeDD<dy'a :· (t;-'i.~• 1'C<l •I. eol.1)
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85.3 MEETINGS A/ID CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
HENRY PETERSEN, APRIL 26, 1973 

.'\;11·il 23, 197 ?, 

J\ l\'1 11:09 11:35 

11 :4-:J. 11 :4<) 

PM 7:27 7:37 

April 24, 1973 

AM 8:52 9:02 

April 25, 1973 

AM 8:56 9:01 

PM 5:37 6:45 

cpril 26. 1973 

PM 5:56 6:17 
7:12 7:14 

April 27, 1973 

PM 4:31 4:35 

5:37 5:43 
6:04 6:43 

".pril 2e. 197:3 

Ai\ i '): 13 9:25 

7: ()(, 7: l l 

-2-

101~.S~L 
President tclephuncd ivi:r. Petersen (long 

dist..:i.ncc) 
Prcsicknt telephoned tvlr. ·Petersen (long 

distance) 

Pres id en t telephoned Mr. Petersen (long 
distance) 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen {long 
distance) 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen 

-
President met with Mr. Petersen 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen 
President telephoned Mr. Petersen 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen 

President met with J\1r. Petersen 
President met with Mr. Petersen 

(Mr. Ziegler 6:10-6:20) 

President telephoned Mr. Petersen (long 
distance) 

Pn•sicknt l(·lcphcmcd l\lt< l'etet · sl'H {Ion~ 
c!isl<1:i,·c) 
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abot.1t April Vi when .John Dean was being clebriefeclhy the prosecutors 
· and he related this to him and Silbert asked me about it. and I said 
yes, and told him I had asked Pa.t Gra.y and Pat Gray said rto, an<l I 
went hack to Pat Gmy either on April 16 or 17 and asked him again, 
told him what ,John Dean had said, and ·he said Henry, that is not so. 
About this time I was ha Ying some discussion with the President about 
it. I had imparted this information to him and he said well, I think 
Dean is telling the truth on this;you ought to ask Ehrlichman. ,\11en 
I left there I went over to Ehrlichmau·s office and he w:as not there 
and I frankly did not bother going back to him, 1Ve double-checked 
with Dean ·s counsel and they were sure of it and I we11t back to )fr. 
Gray the following week, around the 25th, 26th, and asked him again 
and this time he said yes, that he had received such documents, that 
they had implied that he ought to clestroy :them, that he had taken 
them home over the weekend and brought them back and tore them up 
and threw them in the burn basket. I said--

Mr. D.\SII:,Did he tell you why he had destroyed them, whetl1er he 
was acting under instructions 1 

;\fr. PETr:nsEx. ,vell , I asked himif hr read them and he said no. and 
he said. well, they just said thev were politically sensifo·e. , 

. Mr. DASH. Did you say h~ d~d not know the contents o_f _the p~1pers l 
Mr. PETERSEN. I asked him 1f he read them and he said he did not, 
}Ir. D.\SH. Where clicl you say that:Mr. Gmy went before he burned 

them~ 
lir. PETERSEX. He went to Connecticut. Hewas in tra,·el status, as I 

recall his statement to me, and after he recefred the documents he was 
,going up over the weekend or to make a speech and took the documents 
with him and told me he brought. them back to the office and tore them 
up and pointed down to the basket beneath his desk and said I put 
them in there. · 

l\fr. DAsu. ,vithout reading- them 1 · 
l\fr. PETERSEN. That is right. .. . · 

n Mr. DAsH. On the .. 26th. which was quite some time heyond the 
.; eriod we have b~en talking- about. l\Ir. Gray has testified that on that 

ay. apparently that is the clay he ·did admit to ,you that he destroyed 
ie documents, you said to him that you wcio scared and that ;-ou irnd 

he, ~fr. Gray; ,were expendable. and Mr. Haldeman and )fr. Ehrlich-
man were not.. expendable. · · 

Did you say anything like that to him and, if so, why? ; 
·· .l\fr. PETERSEX. I am not sure vou h,H"e the time rig-ht. )fr. Dash. _\s 
I recall it, that was the 11ii;d1t before )Ir. Gmy resig11ed. It was the d,ty 
on \Yhich this item that we are discussin~ was nublicizecl and I 
recei,·ed .a call from the Prr-side1it. ns cliff )fr. Kleindienst in the 
en:.:~ning, and the President asked . me whether or not I thoi1ght )fr. 
Gray ong-ht to resign and I told him that I thoup:ht 1[r. Grav·s posi
tion was untenable. And he said we will discn~ it with the .\ttorm•'t· 
Genernl. He. too. had talkrd to the Attorne,· General and. of com'S€'; 
I did dis<'nss it. "~ith the .\ ttorney Genera J a'nd pursuant to tht' Presi
dent's instrnctions we ask('(l Pat" Gnw to nwet us and we did meet in 
tlw baek ollice of )fr. Kleindic>nsfs offiee and Wt' diS<'uS&'d the situation 
and in my <'onn•1-satio11s with the Pn,sident I expn•ssed .some sym
pathv for )fr. (h:w. who I think mo::-t hii:rhh · of. I kt\'l' no hL'Sitanc\·; 
I 1 ik~;d the man n•~·y much. And I told tfH' Presich,nt. '·)fr. Pn,side11t, 
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I think he is an innocent victim," and the President said, '~yes. Henry. 
maybe, but there arc going to he a lot of innocei1t dctims lH.'fore this 
is O\'er." So it was in that context, the context of commiseration. I 
did not want to be there, we were in effect, suggesting that the man 
resign, and when Mr. Kleindienst went out of the room to talk to the 
President again, you know. I said Pat,we are all going to be embar
rassed before this is over, I am scared, we ha \·e a constitutional con
frontation here, we ha\·e the Presidency of the strongest nation in the 

Lworld teetering in the brink. I do not remember saying that we were 
expendable, Ehrlichman and Haldeman were not, but I may ha\·e. I 
was upset. . . 

Mr. DASH~ Are you aware that Mr. Gray's testimony is that he 
informed you on April 17 that he had received the documents? Are ,·ou 
aware that at that earlier time he gave you that information? -

Mr. PETERsE:s-. No~ sir .. My recollection is that I went to see him on 
the 16th or 17th and he denied it, I went back to see him the following 
week after double-checking with Silbert and Dean's counsel and the 
President, what have you, and it was Tuesday of that week, I think, 
maybe the 25th, 26th. 

Mr. DASH. Do vou recall that sometime after the conviction of the 
seven Watergate defendants and the sentence, having lunch with)Ir. 
Kleindienst, Mr. Detm and l\Ir. Ehrlichman and a question of leniency 
for the defendants.coming up. 

Mr. PETERSEN. No, no, I ne\·er had---
Mr. DASH. Let me rephrase the ouestion. A.re you aware of a lunch 

that Mr. Kleindienst had with lir. Dean and l\fr. Ehrlichman in 
which" a question of leniency came up concerning the defendants in the 
Watergate case, 

Mr. PETERSEN'. ,ven. I am aware of a time when I received a tele
phone call from Mr. Kleindienst who said I am just no,v leaving the 
W11ite House and I am on my wav to the airport and on the way by I 
will stop by and you go downstairs and I will pick yon up. You can 
ride out to the airport with me ancl I want to get some information 
from you, and I cannot fix the date except that it was a time when. 
Mr. Kleindienst was going to Boston and he was meeting his wife. at 
the airport. 

We rode out to the airport and he said,I just had.fonch with Denn 
and Ehrlichman and the.v raised a question of whether or not leniency 
could be accorded these defendants. And I said absolutely not. I said 
indeed, ,ve are going to do just the contrary. It. is not the practice in 
the District of Columbia to recommend specific terms, jail terms, but 
it certainly is the practice to recommend for jail or no jail and we 
intend to recommend jail time for these people and beyond that. after 
they are sentenced we intend to call them back and immunize them and 
in order to compel their testimon~· as to whether or not. other persons 
are involved, and if thev are contumacious and refused to testify tlwy 
will be held incontem1>t. ,ve discussed more what the procedm:e was, 
the sentencing procednreR and when they would be sentenced and what 
have you, and he finally said do me a· favor, go on back and go on 
over to the "White Honse and tel1 those crazy gnvs over there what .-ou 
just. told me before they do something tliev will be sorry for. And 
I said, well, OK, and I went back to my office and on the way back 
I thought I ha Ye not been over there yet and this is not the time to go. 
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cussed it and I recommended against it and the President refom
mended ag-J.inst it, so I was considerably surprised and frankly, 
disappojnted. . · 

Senator WEICKER. Now1 you indicated that on April 26-this was 
e evening in Mr. 1Geindienst's office, the evening that Pat Gray 

returns to talk with you and the Attorney General in his office-that 
prior to that meeting you had talked to the· President. · 

Mr. PETEltsEN. Yes, sir. 
Senator WEICK.ER. And we had evidence from Mr. Kleindienst in 

the morning that he talked to the President during the course of that 
meeting. And yet, when the meeting is over, Mr. Gray is still in posi
tion. Why wasn't any action-can you give me at least from your 
conversation ~ith ~e President, and/or y<!U~ recollection, why wasn!t 
}Ir. Gray notified right then and there this 1s 1t ¥ 

Mr. &!EBSEN.·· Well, I happened to be in Mr. Kleindienst's office 
when the call came through. · 

Senator WEIOXER. Right. 
- Mr. PF.:'I'EB8EN. The President spoke to Mr. Kleindienst. Obviousl_v, 
I could hear only Mr. Kleindienst's half of the eonversation. Immedi
ately a~r he got off the telephone he said we have to talk a~ut Pat 
Gray, and what have you, and then the telephone rang agam and 
this time it was for me and I walked out to the back office and took it. 
It was th~ President and he asked what I thought and I told him 
that I thought Pat's position was untenable, that I thought he was 
an innocent victim and I regretted it, and what have you, and he said, 
well, talk to Kleindienst about it and the two of yon get together 
with Pat Gray. 

We ~lled Pat's office and he was just about to leave. We ran him 
do~, brought him back there. We sat down and discussed the situa- · 
tfon and not tearfully but almost so, and at the conclusion l\Ir. Klein
dienst went out-I do not know whether he had another call from 
the President or went out to make one, but that was it. 

We left with no decision. I was under the strong impression that Mr. 
Gray would resign. I ~bought he had to think it o,·er and I expected 
he would think it over. So when he called me the next morning and 
told me that after a night of thought he decided that he had no other 
alternative, I was not surprised . 

.__ .. ,1;at is all I can tell vou about it, Senator. 
enator WE1CKER. Did vou mention in testimonv before the com

mittee here this afternoon..:...it inst slinned bv and I am not so snre that 
I understood the context. and I mi_ght not have nnderstood the sub
stance either, which said that the President offered tapes to von ~ 

Mr. PETERSEN. The President called on April 18 about the ~John 
Dean conversations on the night of April 15. His qupgtion was. has 
John Dean been imm1mized, and I said no. And he said, well, he says 
he has. And I said that is not true. · 

We got into an ar!!ument which was ridicnlous because neither one 
of us was present when the agreement was entered into. and I said. 
wait, I will check with the prosecutors. He said. well. I ha,·e it on tane. 
I said I will take vour word for it. I do i1ot want to hear it. .And so let 
me check with the· nrosecut-0r. · 

So I Cltlled up the nrosecutor, and Silbe1t said no. I snid. W"ell. g:o 
hack and check with his lawyer. · 
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Richard Kleindienst 

Gril 26, 1973 

PM 12:16 

r 
L 

12:23 
4:50 
5:53 
6:20 
7:44 

April 27, 1973 

PM 1:32., 

4:14 

April Z.9, 1973 

PM 4:37 

April 30, 1973 

12:21 
12:32 
. 4:51 

5:55 
6:24 
8:02 

4:16 

4:48 

PM 12:40 12:43 

9:27 

- 5-

President placed local call to Kleindienst 
President . placed local call to Kleindienst 
President placed local call to Kleindienst 
President placed local call to Kleindienst 

President placed local call to Kleindienst 
President received local call from Kleindienst 

President received long distance call from 
Kle.indienst - - not completed 

President placed local call to Kleindienst 

President met with Kleindienst 
Richardson 4:45 - 4:48 

President placed long distance call to. 
Kleindienst 

President received . local call from Kleindienst -
Not completed 
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Senator "\YF.rnu:n. So it was nt the importuning- of tl:e Pre:;ident s_on 
did not anno111H:e yo11r own resignation but. rathL·r, went along with 
his rcq nest to be p11t into this group. is that corn•ct? 

l\fr. Ku:rxDrF.X~T. Well, he is the President of the rnitecl States. 
I was serving him. He aske·d me to do it. I did. 

Senator "\'\:EICKF.R. I would like to, if I could, ask :t few random ques
tions until my time expires. 

The ser1uence insofar as :\fr. Grav is concerned, April 5 he witI1draws 
his name for consideration for the Senate, is that correct? · 

lir. KLEIXDIEXST. Yes, sir. I beliern that is the date. April 5. 
Senator "\VEICKER. Anc:l I belie,·e also at that time you wrote a \·ery 

warm personal note of appreciation to Pat. . 
llr. KLEIXDIENST. I lun·e the highest regard for Pat Gray. I think 

he is one of the finest men I ha ,·e e,·er known in my life and I feel ,·ery 
sorry for him. 

Senator "\VEICKER. Now, on April 27, following the com·ersations in 
your office on the 26th, he steps down . 

. Mr. K1.EIXDIEXST. Yes, sir. 
Senator "\VE1CKER. Now, what transpired in the meantime here! Or 

more specifically, more specifically, at what l>0int did you become 
aware that apparently both the President and certainly Mr. Ehrlich
man and )Ir. Dean had come to the conclusion that ·Pat Gray would 
not be the man :fot the Directorship o-f the FBI'? . 

Mr. KLEIXDIEXST. ·well, you have to distinguish beh'\"een, I guess 
the events that occurred after April 5 when it was, I think, indicated 
sometime around that time, and before April 15, )fr. Gray's nomina-. 
tion had ·been withdrawn from the Senate. And then after April 15 
and before April 30 I had a meeting with )Ir. Gray and Mr. Petersen 
in my office in the middle evening arotind 8 01· 8 :30. The next day he 
then resigned as the Acting Director of the FBI. · 

I do not know when I learned of the decision that Mr. Gray's name 
would be withdrawn from the Senate to be the Acting-to be the per
manent Director, I am sure I would have known about it around that 
time. 

Senator 1VEICKER, Around what time 1 
Mr. KLErxorE~ST. 1Vell. the time that it was withdrawn, his nomina

tion was withdrawn. You .see--
Senator 1VEICKER. '\Ve had testimony. lir. Kleindienst, before this 

committee that he would indicate that both )Ir. Ehrlichman and the 
President had soured on Pat Gray around )larch 6 or)larch 7 . 

.Mr. KLEINDIENST. I did not know about that. I knew, I guess, as of 
the time I was out in San Clemente around April 5 that I must. ha,·e 
known the decision was made because we were talking about my rec
ommendations for a person for the President to nominate to be the 
next permanent Director. So I guess I knew about it prior to April 5. 
I do not believe I was informed that day of the decision. I think I 
)robn.bly knew that before. · • · · · 

Senator :\':Erc1rnR. Now, in testimony yesterday lfr. Gray indicated 
o the committee-I think I am correct in my paraphrase--that when 
hey met in yom· ottice on the ernning- of the :Wth, you ad ,·iscd :\fr. Gmy 

that you thon~ht. it best that he step down. 
)fr. Kr.E1xnrnx~1·. Yes, I did, and Pat reall;'\· did not a~ree ,,ith that. 

I called the President, gD.ve him a report of the meeting, what Pat 
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told me. I said, ::\Ir. President, my recommendation is that Pat step 
down. Pat does not feel that way about it. And then my recollection is, 
Senator-and I have read Pat's testimony yesterday, but my recollec
tion ,vas that I said, Pat, tomorrow you ha\"e a meeting with the top 
people of the FBI and get their reaction as to whether or not as a 
result of this situation you can credibly serve as the Acting Director 
until a permanent Director comes along. He seems to recall that that 
was his own thinking. :Maybe not. I do not know. In any event, the 
next morning he did meet with the top people of the FBI and he called 
me and said that, and I recall him saying that, you are right, the 
people here do not feel that I can credibly remain as the Acting 
Director, and then I recall I said, Pat, I think you ought to call the 
President vourself and submit your resignation to him this morning 
and you do.that directly. 

X ow, that is my recollection of it. 
Senator WEICK.ER. I have no dispute with your recollection. 
May I just ask one question? I do not want to interrupt. 
l\fr. KLEINDIENST. I want to set the record straight on one thing. 

You recall :Mr. Gray had made an off er to the Members of the U.S. 
Senate that they couid have access to the FBI files and then that order 
was rescinded. I believe that you were scheduled to go up there on a 
Saturday morning to see them and I called you personally and said that 
I ordered that to be rescinded. No one else was responsible for that 
decision except myself. I disagreed with the position taken by Mr. 
Gray in his confirmation hearings and that I was the one, who as the 
Attorney General of the United States, who rescinded that offer by 
l\fr:\ Gray and I think I called you personally and it was not a pleasant 
task for me, to call you personally that I had rescinded it, and I think 
there was something said yesterday to the effect that somebody else 
had made that decision. Nobody else did. I made that and I want to 
take that responsibility. · 

Senator WEICKER. The last question, because my time is up, when 
you called the President, did the President tell you that Pat Gray 
should step down, on the evening of the 26th? 

Mr. KLEINDIEXsT: No. I think I gave him my recommendation and 
I also, to the best of my ability, reported Pat Gray's position on it 

U
nd I think the President then said to me, well, if Pat does not want 
o resign immediately or right now, I am not going to require him 
? do ~o until '."e can analyze the m~tter further or give some addi-

tional mformahon. That was the President's posture. · 
Senator "\V EICKER. Thank you. My time is up. · 
Senator ERvrx.·senator Montoya. 
Senator l\foxTOYA. l\Ir. Kleindienst-
l\f r. KLETXnIEXST. Yes, sir. 
Senator l\loxTOTA. About how man_v timE's did ~·ou speak to the 

PrE'sident between.TnnE' 17 and the timE' of your resigniltion? 
:Mr. K1.EINr>IF.XST. How many times? 
Srnator 1ifoxTOY.\. Y E'S. 
l\fr. K1.ETXDIF.XST. Ro:v, it would be a ~ness. The committee has in its 

possession my telephone lQ,!!S that would more nccnrate1y refll'<'t that. 
I would say IO or under tinws and that is just a guess. $enator 
l\fontova. 

Semitor MoxTOY.\. Ten? 
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First Among 
Watergate 
Fi•rurcs to Q>uit e 
By Geor:::e Lardner ,Ir. 
and Carroll Kil11at.rick 
Wub1n1ton ra~t St.i l: wr1~~n 

Jeb Stuart lla~ruder, a 
ormer White House aicfe 

who served as President 
Nixon's 1972 deputy cam
paign director. resi~ned 
bruptlv from the Com

rce • Department ycs
day. 

His · lawyer. .lames Bi<'r· 
bower. confirr~1f'd last n.i::ht 
that Magrudl'r harl quit. Hii; 
tc~ignation from his S:lli.llOO· 
a-~·car post a~ dircrtm· n( 
polic~· rll'velorm<'nt is <'K· 

prctcrl . to he formaliy ac· 
ccptcrl todar. 

1"hc first of/idal amun;: 
those mentionerl in the Wa· 

1terl!ate · case to Jc;we the 
;on~rnmenl in the w;.\.:e of 
re<"ent disc-ln;url',. ::'\lit:.:ru
dl'r rl'1>ortC'rll~· rnld frrit'ral 
prosC'cutors on .\pril l4 that 
fnrnicr ,\ltorm·~· (;l'nC'ral 
John :-:. :\litc·hell and pres
lcl('ntial coun~d ,Tohn W. 
I,can 111 appron:-d anti heir· 
ed plan· the huc:gin:: l~st 
yl'H or n<·mocr;itic national 
ht"arlquaricrs. 

He tias also hrrn rc1,nrl<'<l 
as n}int: that ::'\fitchrll anrl 
Dean suh$C'qurnt I~· arr;in·a!!'rl 
to buy the siknc<' or lht' 
se,·cn con,·icted \\"atrri:11te . 
conspirator~. 

Earlier in the d;1y, White 
House r,rcss srcrrtary Hon
;itr! r.. ·z:,.·'.!i"r 1,,1;-1 rr;,ortrrs 
th:11 [ill '.".''.'..' ·· ·: ;.,•; •' !.,;·1 
rcsi:;nali'.111s 11:itl hcen o!fcr
<'rl or rcquc,t rd. 

Durin<:: th,. Wat<'r!!ale 
trial. ::'\l;i·.:rur!•'!" w,1, nanw<I 
.,.,. th,~ :~::,n · .. !1 r, h::·rd <'On· 
\'kt,•cl \\ :1!,·r· : :,1p c·onspira· 
tnr <,;. ( ~.,rd,;11 Liddy for the 
Pr<':i.ident ·!'I It· 1·h"..t·l1tl11 cl· 
fort. 

:'.ln!!ruMr tr.~tified at the · Jfr,ward !'-lrtonM . m;in;,~-
1.rial that hC' h:•d no knnwl- in: rr:itr,r nf ·Th!> Pnst . . 
cd;:c of thr \\'alt>r::ntr hU!!· rrplieri: "\\"e stand by our 
gin:: but s;iirl I hnt he h<!lprrl i-tor~·." 
e~lahlish what was supposed • \'ice Prrsic!Pnl A!?nPW 
to be a •·1ei:;il" anrl "rthi!';il"' told a :?roup of Han·ard l'ni
i~tclli;:cnec-::atherin:;: op1ra- vcrsity Mu~ent$ t_hat h: 
t1on. would "res1z11 ;ino . spcai;: 

He Sl,h;;P'IU~ntl.,· "<'hose lo out"' if he e,·er !ounrl him· 
talk becau~P. hf" felt the self in "d,:,ep di.~a;:recmcnt" 

walls \\·pre cominz in on 
him," one source rl'ported. 

A clun-cut, boyish-faced 
man with a · b:t<-k::round in 

. mcrehandisin.: cosmetics · 
and women's ho$iery, ;\la
grudcr sen·ed at the While 
House as a deputy to chief . 
of :;taif H. R. (Bohl Halde
man and later as ::'\litcbelrs 
prineipal assistant at the 
Prcsidenrs re-election eom· 
mittr:e. 

)lazrudC'r is not belie\·cd 
t~ ha\ ·e tr~tificd ~·ct before 
the \\ "ater::atc J?rand jury. 

::'\Ii t ch e 11 acknowleds::ed 
p11hlid~· la•t \\'f'Ck for the 
fir:at timr. that hu:::::im: plans 
W•~re br:,aciled ill his pr,'S• 
ence at ~.A•;rral m,.etin;:s be
fore the \\"aten;ate break-in, 
out insiMed that he rejected 
th"! .proposals w h e n they 
came up. '• 

Thne ""ere th,,.se other 
ci~\·f?lnpments relating to the 
Wat~r2ate affair: 

• Tile As;:odatinn of the 
'B~r .,r th"" Citr or Xew York. 
\he ·na,tO-!i ·~ nlricz,t orl!~niz~d 
har ::r'>tlf'. cnll~tl on Pr~si. 
Jent ~ixon to api•Oint ~n in
dependent lawyer to conduct 
an ir1"e~ti~ation of tne Water-

The prrsl'nt arrangement 

whertbr presidential appoint. 
ce~ :;5rP. <"nnr!u"tin.: the inn;,.;;. 
tiJZ.1tion "has resulted in ju~li
ffahle doubt concerning pos
sihle conflict of interest, as 
well as rrohTems rclatin:? to 
profc~sional tthi('s." a lcUl'r 
from the bar i:roup said. 

. • F'ormrr prcsid,•nt ial arl· 
viser nohcrt H . . Finch was 
reported lo !tan~ <ll'clinrrl an 
offer to rrturn from pri,·at<' 
Ii{(' in California to a \\"hitc 
Hous,• _inh. A C"nn;:rrssinnal 
Rc•puhlir:in IC'ader said 
f"inch rnlrl him lhis """"k hr 
,~::rl ~·r-,-,, :•:'."'r! :1•,ri rl, ... c·?!n:·d 
1 h,... ,..: : ·:r. 

• Zirclrr d<'nil'<I a \\'a,h
ini:ton rnst rri>nrl th~t fnr. 
111,.r lkf<'n,r S,·c-n·I an· ;\frl
,·i n 1: J .. ,;:-ri ,,·~-.: 111-!::r,I 10 

.. 1· 1)11d :1c: ., •.• - ff !-~"r-:-.1ni1.1-
tion al thP While Hou~o. 

with th<' f'residt'nt on an is
sue or conscience. 

""hile exprC'ssini: "utter 
confirienc.e" in · the fresi-

dent, Agnew said, In rep!)· 
to a que~tion riurin~ a meet· 
ins; in his · office with mrm- . 
bers or the Harvard Repuhli· 
can Cluh. that i{ he found 

'himself · !n disa.:recmr.nt 
with the President.on a mat· 
ter ·of conscience ·'I 
wouirln't sta~· here as · \"ice 
President · and use this as a 
pulpit to l'riiidze the Presi· 
dent. I would rcsi,:n. · 

"This doesn't mean that I 
ha\"I! an'" intention of res1:n· 
in:!. be('aU~C 1 still ha,·c con
fidence that the rrcsidt>nt 
has not been · in\"Oh·ed in a 
wav that woulcl ~hock my 
co~scicnce." 

• Treasur~· Secretary 
GE'ori;e P; Shultz said in an 
inteniew with Elizabeth 
Drew of the Public Broad
ca~tinl? Sen·ice tha~ tile 
".

1~·aterZate- C'AS~· w()ulri- not 
undermine thP. Pre*!Pnfs 
,-:,,.,~cilY to · ,,-\·ern. Si1::Jt,z 
said that while Watergate
"is a ,·er'i difficult and un• · 
p!Pasant prnhlrm~ {nr th,. 
Pre~irlent ht will takP. ,·i::or
ous action to d~trrmine the 
facts. 

• John J. Wilson, an attor
ney rcprt>.<l'·nl:n:: prcsid('n• 
tial aides H. R. (Bobl Halde
man and Jo'1n D. Ehrlich
man, spent some time at the 
White House yestcrci:1}· 
mornin,i: but did not see :\Ir. 
;);ixon, Zie;:ler said. 

l.att'I", \\"il~nn was seen cn
terin,: the oiflce of the fed
eral prosCl'Utor in the 
Watt'rl?ate case, Earl J. Sil· 
b('rt. 

Wil~on remained at Sil'. 
bert's officl' for ahn!lt a h:tl{ 
hour. On lr:i\"ini:. hc said 
t!n~ rwi!hrT P ·' ,(:~·::~ .~"r 
Eltrlichrn:1n h.t•~ tff• !: ·~uh
pocn.if'cl to :irrc:ir hdor<' 
thl' i:rancl jur~·. \\"il~nn 
wnulrl !lilt s;iy whc•!ht'r thC' 
two h;i<I hN'll h1,·i1,,d to :t;>· 
p,·.,r . 

Ztl'::l<'r rn:iint:iirwcl !!i.it 
th<' l'rcsirl .rnt has not t;ilk,•rl 
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to any<>nc :!ht>uf r"rl?.rin:
an;l'.onc on .the· White Hou~e 
staff. 

The f>rc.,(dcnt is conlinu
in~ his in\·esticarion ?.m! 
!'Onsultint: dail:; w:th Assist' 
ant Atlornc~ · (;;, nerat HPn~;: 
E. Petersen. . Zic:!~r ,air!, 
but he add«-rl· that .. the p:"t:· 
cs,;cl\ nf ~m·ernment are ::u-· 
in,; on." · · ·· · 

While :Ur. ~ixnn has hdd . 
two meetim::s with \\"il~or;. 
he dO<'S nr,t plan tt> ·mc>'t 
him again, Zie~ler said . 

On·illc H- Srhrll .Jr .. ore~i
dent of th<' 10.0,10..me.:nner 
:\"ew York .Ciry bar . a~socit: 

tion m~,:!e Ut> of ~c:ne .<'£ 
the 'nation·s · mo~l inf.uPn· 
tial la,r:ers. rtlea,eci ,he 
letter to the rre!;cle-nt whirh 
he said was d!!i:\·ered at t~e 
White House ·earl:: ye;;1er-
da\'. · · 

. The letter. sent \\"!th th,e 

un;;nimnu:; ~11;:,ror: !lf the 
bar gr-Clu··;J°s ex'?cu::r;.·e !l'.l ·:u .. 

mitteP~ ~alti. ··i.~·e frrl t.:1~t. 
it" must ha, ·c O\.~urred ti\ \·nu 
that lawyt'rs . and , !2,·:i'.eri 
alike \\"OUl<i hiwe 2rr;.:"r 
t'onfidcn!'c if all prnc!'edir::;., 
were u:idi'r the incic;,t'rericnt 

··~nd dir~ct ·l'nr.c:-nl . ,:,f an 
emir,cnt l;.'.\ 'yH. wh:, has !'!l 
cr,nnertion wi:h •he D;,;,;,.~t· 
inent c,f .Jusr :t-? "r 2!'1Y ~.f 
the rersor.~ unc:~r ,r.v~.,ri:.::i
-tinn. 

"\\" e I,,. .,,-.,..r• U "<>F ,·011 •o 
appo!nt ·s~~b spt•c:'ai eoun;~l 
from amnn-:z:;: ~ hP n~,i!':P~o:..~ 
iP:tciPr,; ,._,; ~i"n ·~·. :·. ~x:-,-. Ctl~ ' :i 

.a~rP.pL 1u~h :\·~ · ;;_c, · ;r::n~~~ 
and dischar;:P their nb!i;a. 

:·~n w·thc,u; fP;J_r- or i_., . .,r.·· 
. Sen. Ja<:ob K . .!a·;1ts (R. 
X.Y.). who i~ a m,,m:,,., n.f 
· he ha:- RSH•ti:it inn. rcrrn('n 
1El'.rnn,·p ··n1f'l:;t rons:ructit·~·· 

and said he supported it. 



87. On the afternoon of April 27, 1973 Patrick Gray notified 

Lawrence Higby that he was .. resigning as Acting Director of the FBI. 

From 4:31 to 4:35 p.m. on April 27, the President had a telephone conver

sation with Petersen during which the President asked if Petersen had 

any information that would reflect on. the. President. Petersen said no. 

At the President's request, Petersen met with the President from 5:37 

to 51:43 p.m. and··from 6:04 to 6:48 p.m. The President again asked if 

there was adverse information about the President. Petersen said he was 

sure that the prosecutors did not have that .type o.f information. 

'the Committee has ·requested .the c.tape recordings and other 

evidence of various Presidential conversations on the afternoon and 

evening. of April 27, 1973. The .,President has produced,edited transcripts 

of the conversations between the President and Petersen from 5:37 to 5:43 

p.m; and among the President, Petersen and Ronald Ziegler from 6:04 

to 6:48 p.m. , Summaries of the t.ranscripts have been prepared. 
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stuffed lea:ther chair and ~Ir. Kleindienst was sitting right in front of 
me facing me and he said to me, "It doesn't seem to me that. you can 
continue as acting director of the FBI/' and I said, "1Vell, Dick, it 
does seem· to me that I can cont.inue as acting director of the FBI 
because these files had absolutely nothing to do with l\T atergate and 
the men and women of the FBI know I have done nothing to stifle this 
investigation, but that I will accede to whatever the President wishes. 
If he wishes me to continue to serve, I will serrn. If he wishes me to 
resign, I will resign." 1 

· 

)Ir. Kleindienst then went into his other office and said he was going 
to talk to the President and during his absence Mr. Petersen was pacing 
up and down in the office, walking back and forth, and I rem~mber 
him distinctly saying, "Pat, I am scared." And I said, "Henry, why ·?" 
And I am still sitting there in that chair. And he said, "I am scared 
because it appears that you and I are expendable and Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman are not." And I said, "Henry, do you think I should get a 
lawyer?" And-this is the first time I had entertained the idea, and he 
said, "Yes." And I did. Later. 

But then l\Ir. Kleindienst came back into the office and sat down in 
the chair again, facing me, anr. said "The President wants you to con
tinue to serve as acting director," and I said, "Fine, Dick, I will do 
it." And then all three of us left the office. We walked out of the office· 

r ogether. ·-
Senator WElCllR. Now, would you move to the morning of the 27th~ 
l\fr. GRAY. Well, when I got home that evening I gotc:_it was after 

8 o'clock and I did quite a bit of thinking about this and I thought 
that I had better really resign, that this was not the thing to han, 
done and that there was no way in the world that I would be able to 
explain it to the FBI. It won1d take too long. So corning into the 
office that next morning, I asked two members of my personal sta.ff, 
the oldest two members, to come in and sit down with me. I told them 
all the facts and I said, I just feel that I can no longer command the 
FBI. They agreed with me and I told them, I said, all right. What 
!_want you to. do, I am going to call l\!arjorie in, my secretary, and 
dictate my resignation. I want you to prepare a statement to go along 
with it. Earlier that morning, at about 8 o'clock, when I first came in, 
I called Mr. Felt, reached hack on my console, pushed his button and 
called him and I said, ."Mark, later on I am going to want to talk with 
you and members of the personal staff about this story of the burning 
of the files but I feel that I can no lon!!'er command the FBI." I told 
him that earlier. Then they came-the · members of my personal staff 
came-the two members of mv personal staff came back in at about 
10 :15 in the morning. I as keel' l\fr. Felt to come in. We went oi:er the 
whole thing again, ~ent over the statement. ·we went o,;er my letter of 
resignation and I told Mr. Felt to have the acting directors assemble 
at. 11 :;~o, that I "-as going to trll the Attornev GC'neral that I was 
going to resign and that wns all that was to it. . 

I can't~I belien, that I did tf,11 the Attorney General. I am pretty 
sure that I told the Attornev General. I haYl'n't ewn looked at mv 
logs to see if there is a telephone call to him but I nm prett~- sun' t11at 
I told him that Twas going to resig-n. . 

I h~d Mr. Felt set. np th£' ml'eting with the assi:=:tant directors at 
11 :30 m my ronfon,nce room so I could appC'ar beforl' them and tell 

(1629) 
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them. And I did. I met with them and I told them exactly what had 
happened and I said: Mr. Felt will tell you all the details but I feel 
that I can no longer command the FBI. 

I shook hands and I said goodbye. 
I think it was then, at about noon, that I called l\fr. Higby. I called 

:\Ir. Haldeman·s office asking to speak to the President and I got Mr. 
Higby ancl l\Ir. Higby said that the President and Mr. Haldeman and 
)Ir. Ehrlichman were in Mississippi with Senator Stennis~ and I think 
it was l\Ieridian. but I am not sure of the town. ancl that he would ha.ve 
to get to them with regard to my statement to 'him that I was going to 
resign, that I could no longer command the FBI, and that if I tried to 
do so, there would be insurrection and mutiny, and that this resigna
tion had to be accepted. And that was just at about noon. 

And I believe--let me refer to my logs. · 
Senator WEICKER. Go ahead. 
:Mr. GRAY. Yes. I telephoned Mr. Higby at 12 :18 p.m. and I told 

him at that time that my resignation had been written and was on· its 
way over, and he said, let me talk to them, the party down there in 
l\fississippi, before you send this over. 

And then there was another call at l :59. }fr. Higby spoke to me and 
said, "Please send your resignation· over. They are expected back at 
about 3 o'clock." And I believe it was in this call that I told him I also 
wanted to issue a statement along with this resignation of mine and 
this-my recollection is that it took him aback a little bit and he said, 
"Nobody at the White House is going to want to issue this statement," 
and I said, "No, my statement is harmless. I am going to issue it," and 
I read it to him. And then he called me back at 2 :09 p.m. and told me to 
go ahead and send the resignation over and send the statements over to 
him, which I did. 

Senator ,vF,ICKER. Now, after your resignation was announced, did 
you receive any information-- · . 

l\fr. GRAY. When I left. 
Senator 1VEICKER. Or any indication that according to White House 

officials, those associated with the 1Yhite House, the fact that yours was 
not a resignation but rather you had been kicked out~ 

Mr. GR.xi-. Yes, sir. I left the department that afternoon about 
2 :45 p.m., and drove, as I recall, to Connecticut and I think it was the 
next day that I talked with m:v executive assistant, who told me that 
there had been stories that had been carried on the wires to the effect 
that I had been thrown out and that he had taken it upon himself 

Lto-because he had participated in this whole thing with me--he had 
taken it upon himself to issue a correcting statement attributed to FBI 
sources. 

Sena.tor WEICKER. Then, at any point, I repeat, between )larch 21 
and April 27. which marked the date of your resignation, at any time 
during that pedod did you or were you requested by the President 
of the United States to girn to him information, facts, et cetera, rela
tirn to the ,v atergate situation'? 

l\Ir. GRAY. I was not given any orders by the President of the Fnited 
Statc>s or anyone to girn them any facts about the 1Yatergate situation 
until )fr. Petersen came to me on April 16, and I htn-e already testified 
to that. in my statement. This is when they asked me whether ,John 
Dean had gi,:en me. two of Howard Hunt"s flies. 
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Mr. PETERSEN. No, sir; :\Ir. Dash. As late as April 27, I can be Yery 
rtain about that, on April 27 I received a call from the President 

. ho said d~ yot~ have an~' informatio~ that. would reflect on the Pres
ident on this tlung? I said, no. He said, would you come over, and I 
did. I went over to the 1V11ite House and he repeated the question and 
I said, no. I said, I do not have that type of information. I am sure the 
prosecutors do not. If they did they would convey it to me immediately, 
and we discussed it and--

)fr. THOl\IPSON. Can you state the basis of his concern? 
}fr. PETERSEN. Yes; two reporters, one from the New York Times 

and one from the ·washington Post, posed the question at the ,Yhite 
House press office with the implication that this information was in 
the hands of prosecutors. ·wen, he said, well, would you mind calling 
to make doubly sure and I did not--

Mr. THOMPSON. Exactly what information, that the President was 
somehow involved 1 

Mr. PETERSEN. Somehow involved. It was just as general as that. I 
said yes, I would call. I went into the Cabinet room and made a call. 

Lcalled Earl Silbert, a.11d told him of the reports that had been recei \·ed 
in the White House press office and he said absolutely no, there was 
no such information available. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Did I understand you to say that on April 15, when 
you discussed the faqt that you felt Haldeman and Ehrlichman should 
be dismissed, the ·President said in effect that Dean should be dismissed 
also, he seemed to be involved to a certain extent? . 

Mr. PETERSEN. It certainly was clear the President wanted to treat 
all three alike. 

Mr: THOMPSON. Because of your sugg-estion the President evidently 
waited until April io before dismissing Dean. 

:Mr. PETERSEN. That is right. 
l\fr. THOMPSON. He was kept on the staff primarily as far as you 

know because of your request that--
l\fr. PETERSEN. From prosecution; yes, sir. 
l\fr. TuolrPSON. Thank you. 
Senator ERVIN. Mr. Petersen. is it not a part of the judicial process 

that witnesses shall go before gtand juries if they are able bodied and 
available so that grand jurors may interrogate them? 

Mr. PETERSEN. That the grand jurors may interrog-ate them: yes. sir. 
Senator ERVIN. Now, I am not an expert on Federal statutes hut I 

have searched in vain for any Federal statute or anv rule of court 
which would exempt from a p

0

ersonal appearance hefoi·e a grand iury 
anv witnPss who is able bodied and rPadily arnilablP to the grand jury. 

Is there anv such statute? 
l\fr. PETERSEN. No, sir. 
Senator ERvtN. Now. there were three 1\TJ1ite House aides. Colson. 

Young. and Krogh. and fmmer Secretary :'.\fonrice St.ms who were 
exempted from going before thP grand jur~· in person. 

Mr. PETERSF.N. I think we oug-ht to clarifv that. Mr. Chairman. 
Colson. Krogh. and Young. I don't hPliPw. werl' subpenaed. ,\"·e inst 
dPcided we wantPd their testimonv. W<' wantPd it under oath and we 
did not use the subpena procl'ss. s(; to that Pxtmt thPr<> is a distinction 
with what. we did with Stans. At the ontsPt ""P wen, :.roing to takl' Stans 
lwforp the grand jurv and we issnecl a snbpena fm: that pnrpo;:;e: ;ves. 
so that. is :1 '1istin~uishahll' situation. 
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SUMMARY OF EDITED WHITE HOUSE TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 27, 1973,5:37 p.m. to 5:43 p.m. 

On April 27, 1973, the President met with Henry Petersen in 

the Oval Office from 5:37 to 5:43 p.m. The President told Petersen 

that they had .gotten a report that "really we've got to head them off at 

the pass. Because it's so damned -- so damn dangerous to the Presidency, -

in a sense." The President referred to a New York Times reporter, Hersh, 

who told Bittman, who told O'Brien apparently, that Hersh had information 

"indicating that Dean has made statements to the prosecuting team implicat

ing the President." The President said that the Post had heard similar 

rumors. The President said, "Now, Henry, this I've got to know. Now, 

understand -- I have told you everything I know .about this thing." Peter-,, 

sen said he would get in touch with Titus, Silbert, Glanzer and Campbell 

immediately. The President. asked, "Do you mind calling them 'right now?" 

and Petersen agreed to do.so. (pp. 1-2) 

The President said to ask them, "All of your conversations with 

Dean and Bittman, do they implicate'the President?" Petersen replied that 

they had "a kind of crisis of confidence night before last.!! Petersen said 

he left to go to the White House and left his two principal assistants to 

discourse with Silbert and .. the other three. Petersen said it concerned him 

whether or not they were at ease with Petersen's reporting to the President 

and that he had pointed out to them that he had very specific instructions, 

and had d;i.scussed that with them before. The President said, "Yes." Peter

sen continued, "As a consequence -- I kind of laid in to Titus yesterday and 

it cleared the air a little bit, but there is a very suspicious atmosphere. 

They are concerned and scared. Ah -- and I will check on this but I have 

absolutely no information at this point that -- " The President said, "Never 
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heard anything like that--," and Petersen said absolutely not. Petersen 

told the President," •• .I do not consider it, you know, I've said to· 

Titus, 'We have to draw the line. We have no mandate to investigate the 

President. We investigate Watergate.' and I don't know where that line 

draws, but we have to draw that all the time." (pp. 2-3) 

The President replied, ''Good. Because if Dean if {sic] implicat

ing the Presidency - we are going to damned well find out about it." The 

President told Petersen that "the only conversations we ever had with him" 

was "that famous March 21st conversation I told you about" where Dean told 

the President about the Bittman request for $120,000 for Hunt. ThePresi

dent said, "And I then finally began to get at them. I explored with him 

thoroughly, 'Now what the hell is this for?' He said 'It's because he's 

black.mailing Ehrlicbman.' Remember I said that's what it's about. And 

Hunt is going to recall the seamy side of it." The President continued, 

"And I asked him, 'Well how would you get it? How would you get it to 

them?' so forth. But my purpose was to find out what the hell had been 

going on before. And believe me, nothing was approved. I mean as far as 

I'm concerned - as far as I'm concerned turned it off totally." (pp. 2-3) 

Petersen said, "Yeah. My understanding of the law is -- my 

understanding of our responsibilities, is that if it came to that I would have 

to come to you and say, 'We can't do that.' The only people who have juris

diction to do that is the House of Representatives, as far as I am concerned." 

The President said, "That's right. But I want you to know, you tell me, 

because as far as I'm concerned ..,..n Petersen said, "I'll call them." The 

Presiient told him to use the Cabinet room so "you will be able to talk 

freely" and asked whom Petersen would call. Petersen said he would call 

Silbert and, if he was not there, Titus. The President said, "You'll say 

that 'This is the story some New York Times reporter has and Woodward of the 
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Post, but Hersh is reporting that Dean h ad made a statement to the prose

cutors.' Now unders t and that this is not a Grand Jury thing. Now damnit 

I want to know what it is." Petersen said, "I'll call right away"; the 

President said, "And I need to know." Petersen said, "Yes, sir." · (pp. 3-4) 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 27, 1973, 6:04 p;m; to 6:48 p.m. 

On April 27, 1973 the President met with Assistant Attorney 

General Henry Petersen in the Oval Office of the White House from 6:04 to 

6:48 p.m. Ronald Ziegler was present for part of the meeting. 

Petersen told the President that Charlie Shaffer, Dean's lawyer, 

had threatened that they would "bring the President in," not in this case 

but in "other areas." Petersen said the -prosecutors did not consider it 

of importance and regarded it as an elaboration of his earlier threat. 

"What else do you have besides that?" the President asked. Petersen re

ported that the investigation that day was dealing with the Cubans, Mrs. 

Hunt and the passing of money to the defendants; and that the prosecutors 

were going to interview Butterfield and Caulfield, while continuing their 

negotiations with Strachan on having flunked the lie detector test. Peter

sen said they were telling Strachan he had to make the choice whether he 

wanted to be a witness or a defendant (pp. 1-4) 

As Petersen began recounting this information, the President again 

brought up "this threat," apparently referred to a possible Seymour Hersh 

story in the New York Times, and told Petersen, "If it were in the Grand 

Jury I want to know that too." The President said, "(expletive removed). 

You've got to believe me. I am after the truth, even if it hurts me. But 

believe me, it won't." The President added, "Just like it won't hurt you. 

We are doing our job." He told Petersen that somebody was in the other day 
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and was saying "Dean is going to blackmail you because of someth .ing you' re 

supposed to have told me." And, the President told Petersen, "I said 

(expletive removed), I said, you have a right to tell me what was going 

on." (p. 2) 

Ziegler joined the meeting, and the President asked Petersen to 

repeat Dean's attorney's threat. Then the President said to Petersen, ''You 

remember my call from Camp David. I said 'Don't go into the national secur-

ity stuff. 1
• I didn't mean "Petersen replied, "Oh, I understand." The 

President continued," 'cause I remember I think we discussed that silly 

damned thing. I had heard about it, just heard about. You told me that. 

That's it, you told me." The President said, "What (expletive removed) 

did they break into a psychiatrist's office for? I couldn't believe it." 

(pp. 6-7) 

The President's and Ziegler's telephone conversations with Dean 

were discussed, and the President said, "I don't want to hurt John Dean. 

Believe me -- I'd like to help him." The President asked Ziegler about up

coming stories in the Washington Post and New York Times. The President told 

Ziegler to "take a hard line • Because boy, if there's one thing in this 

case as Henry will tell you, since March 21st when I had that conversation 

with Dean, I have broken my ass to try to get the facts of thfs case." The 

President said that he intended to appoint William Ruckelshaus acting FBI 

Director, that he had told him to leave no stone unturned and he didn't give 

a damn who it hurt, and that Ruckelshaus was "Mr. Clean." The President said, 

"If there's one thing you have got to do, you have got to maintain the Presi

dency out of this." (pp. 5-10) 

-2-
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Petersen said that the prosecutors had told Dean's lawyers to 

stop when they said they would tie the President into other areas, that they 

didn't want to get into it or discuss it. Petersen said he thought it was 

"bombast, ••• negotiation." Ziegler said it was just rumor, not about to 

break in the papers. The President told Ziegler to "Kill it. Kill it hard." 

(p .12) 

Ziegler left the room, and the President raised the problem of 

immunity for Dean. The President told Petersen that he did not want the 

impression left that by saying don't grant immunity to a major person he 

was trying to block Dean giving evidence against Haldeman or Ehrlichman. 

Petersen said that he regarded the question of immunity to be his sole re

sponsibility, and could take opinions but would have to treat them as 

advisory only. The President said he had only expressed an opinion, that 

Petersen had to determine "who is the major culprit," and the immunity 

decision was Petersen's. The President told Petersen, "[I]f your prosecutors 

believe they have got to give Dean immunity, in whole or in part, in order to 

get the damned case, do it." Petersen said the prosecutors vacillated, they 

were concerned about credibility and thought Dean would have most credibility 

if he pleaded and was a co-defendant against Ehrlichman and Haldeman, rather 

than someone who had been given immunity. After some discussion of Wilson 

and Strickler, the President said, "All right. We have got the immunity 

problem resolved. Do it. Dean if you need to, but boy I am telling you 

there ain't going to be any blackmail." They discussed Dean's being in charge 

of the White House investigation of Watergate, and his past conversations with 

both Petersen and the President in that capacity, especially his March 21 

-3-
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conference with the President. (pp. 12-18) 

The President said that they would get Dean in there, and suppose he 

started trying to impeach the word of the President of the United States and 

said, "Well, I have information to the effect that I once discussed with the 

President the question of how the possibility, of the problem," of "this damn 

Bittman staff." The President told Petersen, "[I]t won't stand up for five 

minutes because nothing was done, and fortunately I had Haldeman at that con

versation and he was tlere." The President explained to Petersen, "I said, 

'Look, I tried to give you this, this, this, this, this, and this.' And I said, 

'First you can't get clemency to Hunt!" The President said that he was "trying 

to get it out. To try to see what Dean had been dong!" The President told 

Petersen, "I said, 'First you can't give him clemency.'" Somebody, the President 

said, had thrown out something to the effect that Hunt had an idea he was going 

to get clemency around Christmas. He said he told Dean, "Are you kidding? You 

can't get clemency for Hunt. You couldn't even think about it until, you know, 

'75 or something like that." The President continued, "Which you could, then 

because of the fact, that you could get to the -- ah -- But nevertheless. I 

said you couldn't give clemency." 

The President told Petersen he had said the second point to remember 

was "How are you going to get the money for them?" "If you could do it, I mean 

you are talking about a million dollars." The President said he have Dean 

several ways and said to Dean, "You couldn't put it through a Cuban Committee 

could you." The President said he asked Dean "because to me he was sounding so 

damned ridiculous." The President told Petersen that he said, "Well under the 

circumstances ••• There isn't a damn thing we can do. It looks to me 

like the problem is sue John Mitchell." The President said that Mitchell came 
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down the next day and they talked about executive privilege, nothing else. "Now, 

that's the whole story," the President said to Petersen. "I just want you to 

be sure that if Dean ever raises the thing, you've got the whole thing. You've 

got that whole thing. Now kick him straight II 

Petersen replied, "That's -- I mean -- that what we had to do. I just 

don't see how we can minimize that man. That's all there is to it." (pp. 18-19) 

The President asked if Dean was talking to Bittman. Petersen said, not 

to his knowledge, that it was Bittman to O'Brien. The President said he didn't 

know, it may have been Bittman to Dean. The President asked about Bittman and 

Petersen said that Bittman was concerned about the allegation that he was attempt

ing to blackmail the White House, on behalf of Hunt, for substantial sums of 

money in return for Hunt's silence(. Petersen said that they might have to get 

into Bittman's fees. Petersen said that what they thought happened was that a 

considerable amount within the law firm was paid out in fees and the balance 

went to Dorothy Hunt for distribution to the Cubans and what have you. Petersen 

said that the strange thing was that they could have done it openly, and the 

President said, "Why, of course.!'" Petersen said, "Once you do it in a clandestine 

fashion, it takes on elements--"; the President said "Elements of a cover-up"; 

and Petersen continued, "That's right, and obstruction of justice." The President 

said, "That's what it is, a question of the way it was done." (pp. 19-22) 

Petersen said that Bittman maintained that the allegation, made by 

McCord, that he was trying to blackmail the White House, was a lie. The 

President said, "Of course, you' VE! got Dean now corroborating --" Petersen re

plied, "Well, we have Dean alluding to it, but not circumstances that we can use 

it." The President said that he had forgotten that this was hearsay. (p. 22) 
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Petersen said the link was O'Brien, the . l/lW)Ter, who was "very. scared." 

Petersen said that if O'Brien said that as part of the.scheme to ensure silence 

of those that were convicted, they made an arrangement whereby , money would flow 

through Bittman in the form of legal fees for distribution to tl;ioae peop::t.e 

"Then you've got it." (pp. 22-23) 

The President said LaRue had to know, and Mitchell. The President 

asked who had used the code name Rivers. Petersen said he had hear the name 

Baker and they were.probably couriers that Caulfield recruited. (p. 24) 

The President reviewed what Petersen had told him and said, "[T]here 

is no way they could get that to the President without going through Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman." There was no way, the President said, they could get it here 

"except through the fact that on March 21st Dean, as I reported to you, did re

port to me that Bittman had told O'Brien that they needed the money. It was 

discussed and we, I said, 'It can't be done. We can't do it."' The President 

said that Dean went on to see Ehrlichman and Ehrlichman said "No dice." Nothing 

could be done," the President said. "Now that is the fact. As far as we're 

concerned. That isn't much of a thing for Dean to have." Petersen ;replied, 

"Yeah." 

The President said that "you could Bittman I suppose Dean. He could 

have talked to him -- bµt then you have hearsay." Dean, the President said, 

"is not credible. He is not credible. He really can't. He can't go out and 

say, 'Look I've talked to the .President and he told me this and. that and the 

other thing.' First, it's not true." 

Petersen said that in order to make Dean a credible witness he would 

have to plead and he would have to be corroborated in an essential degree, not 
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everything he said :· - Petersen said ' he . could be corroborated in one respect by ' 

LaRue, in another by O'Brien, in~ third by someone else, in a fourth by 

Magruder; that was the way it went and the case was being built. (pp. 24-25) 

The President then said there was one charge he would give Petersen: 

"If any of this -- I mean, I can't allow it. Believe me that even prosecutors 

shouldn't even have informed you of this one. Or me - I--" Petersen said 

they described it as bombast, and rhetoric, and posing. The President said, 

"You examine them tomorrow. And you tell them, they are my men. I'm for them 

too. I want them to do the job. I want this to come out solid and right here. 

And they wi ll start right into get the big fish." (p. 26) 

The President returned to Dean, and said he could give Petersen more 

time if he wanted to n.egotiate with Dean. Petersen said Dean needed more pressure. 

Petersen explained, "I think he was pressed up against the wall, he's seen the 

early-morning crisis pass and now he's had resurgence. You know, he sees 

Ehrlichman here. He sees Haldeman here. He sees John Dean still here. Nothing 

happens. His confidence is coming back rather than ebbing." (p. 27) 

The President asked for Petersen's advice on leaves of absence or 

resignations. Petersen suggested that with a leave of absence, the President 

would have the best of both worlds, have given them the benefit of the doubt and 

haven't cut the Gordian knot. Petersen said that the problem was one of timing, 

which was working to the President's detriment with respect to his press and public 

image and to the detriment of the investigation "because it is giving all of these 

people an attidue of hope that I think is unwarranted." {pp. 28-29) 

The President said that he hated to put Haldeman and Ehrlichman in the 

same bag with Dean because he had a different relation with them. Petersen said 
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that 'tie thought a leave of absence was just a preliminary step to ulimate de

parture, but that it would indicate _to the public that the President had not 

completely abandoned them, but was asking - them to prove their worthiness to 

work in the Office .of the President. Petersen said that was what he had to 

get out to the public, and mentioned his wife's concerns about the President. 

Petersen again said that the President shouldn't try to distinguish among the 

three of them, and the President said · that he. understood, he wouldn't try to 

distinguish, llbut maybe they will be handled differently due to the fact that 

I am not communicating with Dean." (pp. 29-32) 

At the end of the meeting, Petersen described the procedure that 

.would be used to follow up the reports of the burglary of Dr. Fielding's office 

and the plan to file a report with the court. (p. 33) 
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88. On or about April 28, 1973 H.R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman 

determined that they should resign from their positions on the White 

House staff. Haldeman and Ehrlichrnan have testified that the President 

did not request their resignations. 

Page 
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88.2 John Ehrlichman testimony, 7 SSC 2808-09 ••••••••••••• 1649 
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·l\Ir. &\LDEMA:N". March 21. 
Senator TALl\tADGE. Yes. 
Mr. lL\LDEltAN. I don't believe that :Mr. Dean implicated me on 

l\farch 21 except to say that there was a. potential problem that could 
develop in connection with the transference of the $350,000. 

Senator T.UJL\DGE. Did he question you about it erlensively1 The 
President 1 · . 

)Ir. lliLDElIAx. The President? Re asked me about the matter of 
. . t-he S:3501000; yes, sir. 

t'Senator T AL:lIADGE. l\fr. Ehrlich man testified that Mr. ·Pet.ersen had I ~~ssed the President to fire you on April 15 because of the impli
cations or the matter. Mr. Ehrlichman said that he voluntarily resigned 
under no pressure from the President. How about you 1 Did the Presi-
dent a.sk you to resign~ ' 

)fr. lliLDEl\IAN. No, sir. The President and ·I discussed, as I t,estified 
this morning to the-to this committee, that at that time it became 
apparent to me, and I am sure it was apparent to the President, that I 
w:as not in a ·position to carry out my duties effectively and properly; 
and the question was discussed in terms-during the period of the last 
couple of weeks of April-in t.erms of a leave of absence or a resig
nation and ultimately decided on my part that a. resignation was the · 
.Proper course. The President agreed with that. . 

Senator TALMADGE. Now, you have been implicated by both :Mr. 
Dean and the Assistant Attorney General, Mr. Petersen, and you were 
not asked to resign. That is your testimony, is it? -

l\fr. HALDEMAN. I don't believe that I had been implicated, Senator. 
Senator TALMADGE. I am talking about what others have said. 
:Mr: HALDEMAN. Yes, sir, but I mean--
Senator TALMADGE. De.an so testified. I understand the Assistant 

Attorney General had urged the President to fire yon on April 15. 
Do you lmow anything about that? . . 

l\fr. HALDEMAN. ·Well, you are bnsing that, as I understand it now, 
on :Mr. Ehrlichman's testimony. My recollection is slightly different 
but--

Senator TAL::II.\DGE. You disagree with Mr. Ehrlichman at this point. 
Mr. RALDBUN. No, sir. I would like to explain my point.. )[y recol

lection is slightly d'.ifferen~ and perhaps not S11bstantially diff~rent in 
that it was my understandmg that ~fr. Petersen's recommendation was 
that the President place us on leaves of absence because the testimony, 
the information that he had. concernerl or contained matters that would 
be embarrassing to us in t,erms of our continuing in our position. He 
specificn.11:i,-, as I understand it. informed the President that he. did not 
hn.,·e anything that lega1l1; imp1ica.ted us on that basis and the Presi-
dent, it is my understanding. asked him-&1id that he "Wou1d not. take 

· t · on to pl::tcP. us on lea ,·es of absence. in the absence of specific cha rg-es 
n formatic.m that did implic-;1te 11s which )fr. Petel"S<:'n, as I under-
Hi it. nm·pr producPd. · . 

. - ~enat-0r TAL)fAOGt:. Th:mk you, ~fr. Haldeman. :\[y ti.me has expired 
and I must g'O to the floor to cast a vote also. • 

Senator Gnrnev. 
Si,nator GrmNF~Y. Thank yon. 
~fr. ffaklernan. your state-ment w:1s rnrv full :ind comprehensi,·e :rnd 

so w1•re the q111>"1':io11~ hy co1tn:-f'l t0(l:t/ 
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those letters. I say more or le~. He literally did dictate what he wanted 
in them. I had my secretary type them basically from the notes that I 
took from that conversation of the President and I understand that 
later on he did present them to :Mr. Dean and Mr. Dean refused to sign 
either one. So he reported that to me later on in the day. 

There were those kind of-those kind of questions that.were going 
on in discussion. At a point in time he asked Mr. Petersen--

Senator GURNEY. Stop right there. Did the President tell you why 
he wanted to fire Mr. Dean or have him resign~ 

Mr. Emu.1c1IMAN. Well, he felt that since Mr. Dean was continuing 
to come to the--<:ome to the White House and apparently had access to 
his files and to other files presumably, in the central files of the White 
House, tha.t it wa.s-t!!t ha.d then basically an adversary relationship 

· and that it was an. ealthy situation, there ought to be a clean 
termination. 

This obviously did not take place. Mr. Petersen, I gather from talk
ing. with the President, Mr. Petersen strongly. urged the President 
following that, to ma.ke no move where Mr. Dean was coneerned and 
the President acquiesced in that. 

n We became-that is, Mr. Haldeman and I-became the targets of 
newspaper and other media attention about the 22d, about Easter, and 
from then on through the 30th, very vigorous newspaper attack, is the 
only thing I can say. The Los Angeles Times printed a totally dis
honest and false story a.bout my intervention in some :Middle East ae-

. tivity. We were oontinually finding-I was continually finding myself 
laying aside the work of the day to prepare press statements or to 
research documents, things of this kind. 

What I am leading to, Sena.tor, is--
Senator GURNEY. Just a. moment. At that point I think we should 

strike from the record-Mr. Chairman, I think we should strike from -
the record mention of this Vesco case. 

Senator ERVIN.Yes. . 
Senator Gtm..~Y. We are trying to keep this--
Senator ERVIN-Yes; it can be stricken from the record. 
Mr. HUNDLEY. Mr. Chairman., I just want to state for the record, you 

know, the witness is being responsive and he has mentioned this case 
twice this morning. It just does not suffice for Mr. Mitchell's purposes 
every time it happens to strike it from the record. 

Senator ERVIN. Well, we are glad to have the interjection about the 
~ esco matter stricken but I believe tha.t is as far as we can go at this 
time. 

1\Ir. Emn.1CIDCAN. In any event-
Senator ERVIN. And I will ask the witness to-
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I a.m sorry. That--
Senator ERVIN [continuing] .• .:\.ny refrain from further refer

ence--
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I had a personal interest in that one. I am afraid, 

l\'Ir. Chairman, and this was the instance, however, that directly led t-0 
my realization that I simply could not do my job there and continue 
with the denials and harassment. and all that that was Q'Oin cr on. 

We ~gan discussing very seriously with the Presicl;'nt the need for
and this was separate-I began discussing and I understand Mr. Halde-
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man began discussing with the President the need for a leave of ab
sence about this point in time. And as we progre~ into tb~s wee~ of 
April 23, that was the subject that was .under serious cons1derat1on, 
alternatives, who could pick up for me and carry on the domesti~ side 
and work the policy questions, move the information to the President, 
and so on. And by the time the President went to Camp David on, I 
think the 27th, after we returned from Mississippi-from Senator 
Stennis' ceremony in Mississippi-I think the President was scheduled 
in his own mind, and it was my· impression from talking with him ~n 
the airplane, that he had settled in his own mind that we should talce 
a leave of absence at that point. . . · · 

Mr. Haldeman and I discussed this on the 28th and it was our mutual 
feeling at that point that even a leave of absence thing would be mis
understood and that we should simply make a clean break of it. The 
President invited us to Camp David on Sunday, the 29th, and we 
separately discussed with the President our point of view on this at 
that time. We both had extended private meetings with him and the 
upshot of that was we submitted our resignations. 

Senator GURNEY. Then, in summary. between April 12 and April }!O, 
in these meetingos where you discussed Watergate, it wns mainly a dis
cussion of how more and more you W"ere becoming ineffective berause 
of the media exposure to Waterg-ate, includinp: vou and also Mr. Halde
man. And those were principally the discU!Sions that led up to tlie 
~imiation ! 

Mr. ERRLICHMAN. Tbere were other points obviously bein,2' raised. 
Mr. P~hn-sen was pressinj? the <:<>ntention, for instance, that I had 
urged Hunt to get out of the country and I had ur~ Mr. Dean to 
dcstrov the contents .of the safe and he was pla.yin~ back to the Presi
dent in justification of his ar~ment that we should be fired-testi
mony that was beinll picked up bv the prosecnting attorneys. So I in 
turn was trvinp; to $!ft.ther such evidence as I could on those points a.nd 
as I said before, I talked to the people who were at the meeting of June 
19 and I reported to the President what they had said. 

Likewise, during this period of time we consulted counsel and laid 
out the facts for counsel and took his opinion as to whether or not we 
were ~ilty of any legal wrongdoing and made that report to the Presi
dent. So we were very much personally involved in trving to indicate 
to the President what our point of view was, our recollection of the 
facts, where the truth of this matter lav. 

Senator GURNEY. Let me put it this way: In any of these meetings 
did the President sa.y to vou, "John, it has come to my attention that 
you were involved in the coventp in such a.nd such a fashion and I can
not keep you on because of that~" Did any of the conversations go in 
thisvein9 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. No. They went in the vein, ''this fellow is making 
accusations against you," being-John Dean. "These are serious a.llega
tions. I have confidence that what vou are telling me is true but let us 

L
face it. , the prosecuting attorney 'through Mr. Petersen is strongly 
urging that I put you on leave of absence and Iha.veto listen to that 
advice." 

· Sennfor GURNEY. Did the President ask you to resign 1 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. No,sir. 
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89. On April 29, 1973 the President met with Attorney General 

Richard Kleindienst at Camp David. They discussed Kleindienst's 

resignation as Attorney General. The President asked Kleindienst 

if he could announce Kleindienst's resignation in his statement the 

next day and Kleindienst consented. Also on that date the President 

met with Elliot Richardson at Camp David and informed him of his 

intention to nominate Richardson to be Attorney General. The President 

told Richardson that he would commit to Richardson's determination 

whether a special prosecutor was needed. 

89.1 ' Elliot Richardson testimony, SJC, 
Richardson Confirmation Hearings, 

Page 
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89.2 Elliot Richardson press conference, 
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89.3 Richard Kleindienst testimony, 
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So I didn't know what he was going to be seeing me about and 
nothing that Ehrlichman said touched on the subject matter. 

-Senator TuNNEY. When you saw--
Senator BYRo. ·would the Senator yield? 
Senator Tux KEY. Yes. 
Senator·BYRD. }Ir. Secretary, are we to.understand when you saw 

:Mr. Krogh, you had no indication of what he wanted to see you about'?' 
Secretarv RrcHARDso::-.. That is correct. · · · · 
Senator ·BYRD. Didn't yon just say that Ehrlichman in his call to 

you indicated Krogh woukl have some "worthwhile information on 
the overall situation ?".'\Vhat. situation .was he re.ferring t-0? 

Secretary RrcHARDSON. Well, he lmewlhat the President was about 
to announce that. morning that I was t-0 be nominated as his Attornev 
General. So I knew it was something to do with Watergate or relate<l 
matters, but ldid.Q.~t know what aspects of -any of those related situa-
tions that it concerned. . , , , . . . ·. . ,. 

Senator BYRD.·· vVhen he indicated to. you·. that· Krogh had some 
worthwhile information on the ornrall situation, didn't you pursue
it with him? Did you not ask him what information Krogh would 
have, what situation he was talking ·~bout? ~ · . 

Secretary RICHARDSON. No, I didn't. He only called, .as I under
stood him, for the purpose of suggesting I see Krogh. 

By the wa:y, one other point that didn't emerge yesterday that ought 
to be made at this point, I think, is that at the time when Ehrlichman 
called, he had not yet resigned nor had the President announced that 
~e would resign. 

Senator .TUNNEY. Ehrlichman was interviewed, bv the FBI on 
April 27, and on that same day, Judge 'Matt Byrne released the sober
ing memorandum respecting the break~in, which tied in Liddy and 
Hunt to the break-in, as a matter of ·fact, and there was substantial 
·amount of publicity with respect to· that o~ the 27th and 28th. Did. 
you have any inclination whatsoever at the time that Ehrlichman 
called you that what he wanted you to talk to Krogh about was on a 
matter relating to the EI1sberg psychiatric office break-in? 

Se.cretarv RrcHARDSON. No. 
Senator ·TUNXEY. And you never questioned him at all, you just 

assumed the fact the appointment that was being asked for by Ehrlich
man was routine? 

Secretary RrcHARDSON. I thought that he wouldn!t have called if he 
didn:t think that whaterer Kro~rh had to say was important. Krogh 
later called up for the appointmPnt. and he evidently was proceeding

__ o_.n the basis in his own mind that what he had to say was important. 
Senator TuNNEY. ,vas this the same day that yon spoke to the

Presidrnt ahont your taking the job? 
Secretary RrcHARDSON. No, I had spoken to him the day before. 

That was Sundnv. 
Senator TuNXEY. That was Sundav, the 29th? 

___ Srcretarv RrrnAno.;;oN. Yes. · 
Senator 'Tt""X!l."F.Y. In th(' mPdin!! with the Prrsident. which was :t 

davs s11bsMnent to the publicity tl~at Hunt and Liddy were im·olved 
with the Ellsber_g hrenk-in, did the President bring up this matter with 
you. the relationship of yonr responsibilities to the Ellsberg psychia.t-
ric office bre,,k-in, or did Ehrliclnnan or anyone e1Sl' '? 
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were references to matters of potential genuine harm to the 

·national security if released. 

Mr. Mollenhoff. 

QUESTION: Did you have any conversations with 

President Nixon relative to the importance of the independence 

of the Special Prosecutor either prior to your hiring or after

wards? 

MR. RICHARDSON: I had only one conversation with Mr. 

Nixon directly about the role of a Special Prosecutor, and 

that was at the time when he initially asked me if I would be 

willing to be nominated as Attorney General. And at that time, 

he said in effect what he said the next day in a public state

ment, that he would commit to my determination the question 

whether or not a Special Prosecutor would be needed. He also 

affirmed at that time the determination that whoever was respon 

sible for the investigation would pursue it fully, fearlessly 

wherever it might lead. 

QUESTION: Do you feel that he reneged on that partic 

lar lsic] promise to you? 

MR. RICHARDSON: As he said in his own public state

ment, and as he said in his letter to me, which you now have, 

he had concededly intruded upon the degree of independence that 

had originally been attached to the role of the Attorney General 

and the Special Prosecutor. 

QUESTION: Where did he say there was the intrusion? 

Indistinct document retyped by 
House Judiciary Committee staff 
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I imagine if you received such instruction you would have recalled 
it now. · 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. I have no recollection of that. 
Senator "\YEICKER. Now, Mr. Kleindienst, I cannot, unfortunately,. 

eave your resignation at the point where you indicated to this com
mittee that you preferred not to comment. I, too, in addition to, I 
believe it was Senator Gurney, found it rather strange to have you 
lumped in here in this same statement, I might add, with Messrs. 
H~ldeman, Ehrlichman, and Dean, and so I arn going to ask you the · 
question as to whether or not this matter was not discussed with the 
President prior to this April 30 statement, whether or not-I will 
just get them on the table and let you answer them in your own way
you preferred to announce your own resignation, whether or not the 
President prevailed upon you not to announce your own resignation 
but to be lumped into this group. 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. ·wen, I. think the President and I had by differ
ent routes arri\·ed at about the same conclusion. Obviously, we had 
because l\Ir. Richardson was up at Camp David that afternoon and I 
think the decision-I think the President made the decision, that he 
had to get another Attorney General. I had arrived at it independently. 

The President discussed specifically with me the fact that he wanted 
to announce my .resignation the next day and he asked me to permit 
him to do so. I consented and I would prefer not to.comment. further 
about it. 

I have had a lot of great things in my life and I have had some 
unpleasant things and that is just all part of life. 

'Senator ,VEICKER. I know, Mr. Kleindienst, but I think it is impor
tant to this committee to understand exactly what transpired in that 
instance. Did you want to resign yourself and make your own 
announcement 1 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. ,vell, I informed the President whe.11 I first got 
up there that I had arrived at the soulful conclusion that I had to leave 
and 'l think the President rejoin,ed by saying, I think you a.re right. 
A couple of months before, our conversation was that he wanted me 
to be sure and stay past September when I left. One of the. things he 
said, I have got to have a whole Attorney General. I cannot have half 
an Attorney General. .And then came the conversation with respect; to 
the manner in which it was going to be done. · 

He asked me personally if I would permit him to do it then and he · 
wanted to be able to announce the change in the Government, :Mr. 
Richardson's appointment, and I consented to that. 

Senator ,YEICKER. In other words, it was his desire that you be put 
into this g1·oup. It was not your desire? 

l\fr. KLEINDIENST. He asked me to permit him to announce mv resig-
nation then and I consented to it, Senator. • 

Senator ,VEICKER. I still have to ask the question. why-why you 
were not permitted to go ahead and announce your own resignation? 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. The President asked me to permit him to do it
that l\Ionday night. 

Semitor "rEICKER. "'hen you first arrived at Camp Da,·id, did you 
want to announce your own resignation? · 

Mr. K1..:1x1HEXST. Yes, sir. I had so informed him before our 
conversation. 
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Senator "\VEICI(ER. So it was at the importuning of the President .rou 
did. not anno. uncc y.our own resignation b. ut, rather, went . along with 
1is reque st to be put into this group. is thatconect? 

Mr. KLEIXDIEXST. ·w ell, he is the President of the "Cnited States . . 
I was serving him. He :\.sked me to do it. I did. . 

Senator "\VErCKER. I would like to, if I could, ask a. few random ques
tions until niy time expires. 

The sequence insofar as )Ir. Gray is concerned, April :'5 he withdraws 
his name for consideration for the Senate. is that correct? 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes, sir. ·I believe tliat is the date. April 5. 
Senator \VEICKER. And I belie\·e also at that time you wrote a very 

warm personal note of appreciation to Pat. . 
)Ir. KLEINDIENST. I have the highest regard for Pat Gray; I think 

he is one of the finest men I ham e\·er known in my life and I feel \·ei·y . 

sorry for him. • 
Senator "\VEICKER. Now, on April 27. following the com·ersations in 

your office on the 26th, he steps down. 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes, sir. 
Senator "\VEICKER. N'ow, what transpired in the meantime here! Or 

more specifically, more specifically, at what point did you become 
aware that apparently both the President and ce1tainly )Ir. Ehrlich
man and Mr. Dean had come to the conclusion that Pat Gray would 
not be the man for the Directorship of the FBI? 

Mr. Kr.ErNDIENST. "\Vell, you ha,·e to distinguish between, I guess 
the events that occurred after April 5 when it was , I think, indicated 
sometime around that time, and before April 15, )fr. Gray's nomina
tion had heen withdrawn from the Senate. And then after April 15 
and before April ao I had a meeting with Mr. Gmy and lfr. Petersen 
in my office in the middle e,·ening around 8 01· 8 ::m. The next day he 
then resigned as the Acting Director of the FBI. · 

I do not know 'when I learned of the decision that l\fr. Gray's name 
would be withdrawn from the Senate to be the .:\cting-to be the per
manent Director, I am sure I would have known about it around that 
time. 

Senator \VEICKER'; Around what. time '? 
l\fr. KLEI2'"DIENST. 1Vell. the time that it was withdrawn. his nomina-

tion was withdrawn. You ·see-- · 
Senator "\VEICKER. 1Ve had testimonv. )Ir. Kleindienst, before this 

committee that he would indicate that' both )fr. Ehrlichman and the 
President had soured on Pat Grnv nround )larch 6 or l\farch 7. 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. I did not k11ow about that. I knew, I guess, as of 
the tinw I was out in San Clenwnte aronnd April a that I must haw 
known th e decision was made because WP were talking- about mv rec
omrnPndations for a pprson fo1· the Prl'.'sidPnt. to 1101ninnte to be the 
next. permanent. Director. So I guess I knew about it prior to April 5. 
I do not belie\·e [ was infornwd that da \" of the decision. I think I 
probably knew that before. "' 

Senator "\YEICKER. '.:\ow, in tPstimonv wstPrd:n· :\[r. (';:ray indicated 
to the conunith>P-l think I am cot'n'<"t 1n my p,irn.phrnse--'.:-that when 
they nwt in your offi<'l' on thl' en •11i1w of tlH' ~Gth. you ath-ised )fr. Grav 
th:{t. yon thought it lwst that he step down. . . . . . . . 

:\fr. Kr.EtXDIEN:':T. Yes. I did. and Pat n'alh· did not ll!!ree with that. 
I called tlte President, gave him a report of thl' met•tiug. what Pat. 
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90. On April 30, 1973 the President made a nationwide televised 

address on the Watergate matter . He announced the resignations of H. R. 

Haldeman, John Ehrlichman, Richard Kleindienst and John Dean and the 

appointment of Elliot Richardson as Attorney General of the United 

States. 
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~~:~\I 1_~;·icL:ric~~ -with t: .... ,e apprnpriate at:tho ;i~i::~, and· l 
should spend the time necc$S:ir; in relation thereto. 

Om: of the toughest prol:>krns we have in tbi :; life is in 
~,:c.;ng the difference between the apparent and the n:al. 
and in bi!sing our actions only on that whi ch is real. We 
all mu .,t do that more than we do. I have confidence in the 
ul,imate prevalence of truth; r intend to do wJnt I can to 
sp,·,:d !filth's c!isco\-cry. 

:r .. -: .. d p·.::0p!e of ~,J,iEty ti1:!.L f arr. CO:!fid·~n! a t:-an.)!ti~)n. of 
rn:- ;r:spon.;ihilitics c~n be affected without k,ss of progr<:55. 
1 w;'.: do all I c;rn to assist in accomplishing the transition. 

Therefore , \fr. President, I submit to you my resigna
tion. There are ~n the Domestic Council staff so many 

Yours sincerely, 
j:JH;s; D. EHRUCiBIA"-, 

A;;i;tant to t!te President. 

[Tl:e f;eaid,,nt, the White Hou;e, W::.shington, D.C.J 

:~<j;;.: For a .s!:.itemcnt 1,y the Pre'.iident ·ar.~ouncin1 :he :-~,;;gnatio':'1.S, 
SC"e :::~ prc•:~ding i:em. For the: Prcii<lent's address to tl1e Nation. 
sc:-e ::":-! f·)Hnwing ite:n. 

THE vVATERGATE INVESTIGATION 

~ Pre,;dent's Address to tlU!Nalion. April 30, 1973 

I Good evening: 
I want to talk to you tonight from my heart on a subject of deep 

concern to every American. 
In recent months, members of my Administration and officials of 

the· Committee for the Re-election of the President-including some of 
my closest friends and most tmsted aides-have been charged with 
involvement in what has come to be known as the lVatergate affair. These 
include charges of illegal activity during and preceding the 1972 Presi
dential election and charges that responsible officials participated in 
efforts to cover up that illegal activity . 

The inevitable result of these charges has been to raise serious 
questions about the integrity of the White House itself. Tonight I \dsh 
to address those questions. 

oLast June 17, while I was in Florida trying to get a few days rest 
after my visit to Moscow, I first learned from news 1'eports of the lVater
gate break-in. I was appalled at this senseless, illegal action, and I was 
shocked to learn that employees of the Re-election Committee were 
apparently among those ·guilty. I immediately ordered an investigation 
hr appropriate Government authorities. On September 15, as you will 
recall, indictments were brought again.st seven defend::mts in the case. 

As the investigations went fonvard, I repeatedly asked those con
ducting the investigation whether there was any reason to believe that 
members of my Administration were in any way in\'olved. I received 
repeatec' assurances that there were not. Because of these continuing 
reassurances, because I believed the re'ports I was getting,.because I had 
faith in the persons from whom I was sc:tting them, I discounted the 
stories in the press that appeared to impliote members of my Adminis
tration or other officials of the camnaizn committee. 

Unti! .March of thi., ye:ir, I rema;;,c:,i"com inccd that the dcni~,ls were 
true and that th,~ charg ::>s of involn~m em by membrrs of the \Vhite House 
SLtff \\ ' Crt: false. The coilmH·ms I mack du,in'.! ihis prrirx!. and the com-
1no.:nh mack b~· my Prn, ~ S,:cn~tary in ;nv bc:ulf. ,,·,:re ba,-<d on th~· infor
mation pro\·idcd to u., at the time •.,-,-n:.H.:,· 1.l:(hi.'. . n>:.Hncrlt',. Howe,,-er, 
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ncv. informati(,n then ca.1rn to me v;hid1 pcr5uadcd me that thC!re ·.va, a 
real possibility that some of these charges wen: trne, and suggesting further 
that there had been an effort to conceal the facts both from the public, 
from you, and from me. 

As a result, on March 21, I personally assumed the responsibility 
for coordinating intensive new inquiries into the matter, and r·personally' 
ordered those conducting the invcstigatio:1s to get all the facts and. to 
report them directly to me, right here in this office. 

I again ordered that ali persons in the Government or at the Re
election Committee should cooperate fully with the FBI, the prosecutors, 
and the grand jury. I also ordered that anyone who refused to cooperate 
in telling the truth would be asked to resign from government service. 
And, with ground mles adopted that would preserve the basic consti
tutional separation of powers between the Congress and the Presidency, 
I directed that members of the White House Staff shotitd appear and 
testify voluntarily under oath before the Senate committee which was 
investigating Watergate. 

I was determined that we should get to the bottom of the matter, and 
that the truth should be fully brought out-no matter who was involved. 

At the same time, I was determined not to take precipitate action, 
and to avoid, if at all possible, any action that would appear to reflect on 
innocent people. I wanted to be fair. But I knew that in the final analysis, 
the integrity of this office-public faith in the integrity of this office-
would have to take priority over all personal considerations. · 

Today, in one of the most difficult decisions of my Presidency, I 
accepted the resignations of two of my closest associates in the -\Vhite 
House-Bob Haldeman, ,:John Ehrlichman-two of the finest public 
servants it has been my privilege to know. 

I want to stress that in accepting these resignations, I mean to leave 
no implicat\on whatever of personal wrongdoing on their part, and I leave 
no implication tonight of implication on the part of others who have been 
charged in this matter. But in matters as sensitive as guarding the integrity 
of our democratic process, it is essential not only that rigorous legal and 
ethical standards be observed, but also that the public, you, have total 
confidence that they are both being observed and enforced by those in 
authority and particularly by the President of the United States. They 
agreed with me that this move was necessary in order to restore that 
confidence. 

Because Attorney General Kleindienst-though a distinguished pub
lic servant, my personal friend for 20 years, with no personal involvement 
whatever in this matter---has been a close personal and professional asso
ciate of some of those who are involved in this case, he and I both felt 
that it was also necessary to name a new Attorney General. 

The Counsel to the President, John Dean, has also resigned . 
As the new Attorney General, I have today named Elliot Richardson, 

a man of unimpeachable integrity and rigorously high principle. I have 

Ldirecte~l him to do everything necessary to ensure that the Dep.;:ntment 
of J ustrce has the confidence and the trust of every law abiding person 
in this country. 

l h:.ive given him ab~olute authority to m:ikc all d~·cisions bearing 
upon the prosecution of the \Vatergak case and related m:ittcrs. I h:we 
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